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SIX, n . 
His Addreſs is not to let you know that 
| the Author ſent the following Sheets to 
viſit the World at the frequent Importunity f 
learned aud witty Friends; or to explain to 
Jou the drift and deſign of the Preſent Þ:ſend 
you, for indeed it is purely to follow the Mode; 
for there is, Sir, you know, 4 Faſhion in Boobs, 
4 well ar in Dreſſes, and to be out of it in 
either, gives an ill Grace to the Perſon or the 
Book : Aud my Author having ſent me his Copy 
without inſcribing it to any living Creature, 
and you, Sir, having engroſsd Prince Poſteri- 

A 3 ty, 


Pa. 


* * 


4 "Fay o the AUTHOR of = 


F tmp, I was affraid, that ſhow'd my Book be out of 


the Faſhion of an Epiſtle Dedicatory, in an Age 
FF. fo prodigal to Flattery, it won d look ſo naked 
and bare, us to fright all the modiſh Buyers, 

whom I always af to be my beſt Cuſtomers ; 

2 ſince 4 plauſible Title Page (the Bookſellers 
Art) and 4 good Gilt Back, ſeldom fail to 
| . l 
Being therefore come to this Reſolution, my 
next difficulty was to find a Patron. I had in- 
deed. a ver) long Debate in my ſelf whoſe Flag 
to Advance, under whoſe Banner to enter the 
Bartel of Criticks, 4 formidable Generation, 
that have nd more Mercy than Hunger, Ne- 


over the Catalogue of all my Cuſtomers, of 
White's Chocolate Houſe, Tom's and Will's 
Coffee-houſe , and the Temple, to [ay no- 
thing of my City Chaps, who ſometimes deal 
in Wit, and are as terrible Criticks as any 
of the former: Nor did I neglect the con de- 
2 0 the Ladies, but cou'd not find one of 
ul my Roll fit for my purpoſe. For, ſaid I, 
hom kun WI T ever hope for 4 Patron among 
thoje who ſubſcribe ſo profuſely for NONSENSE ; 
'or "Art find a Friend where Ignorance and Im- 
predent  Pretence are receiv'd; or that, Satyr 


+ © Players of Covent-Garden ; or that Cook up- 


Or that the Ladies wou'd be favourable to a 


# 


are fo | fond of | Eanuchs that have none? 


ou d pleaſe the Piquet and Back gammon 1 
on Littleton ſboa d defend the Belle Railery ; 


Mun that can produce his Witneſſes, when they 


Con- 


* 
4% 


ceſſity, or a Clergy-man's Revenge, I look'd. 
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A TATE Of a Fus. 
Conſidering therefore, that WIT mas ba- 
yiſh'd the Court, the Great Men's Studies, and 
the Ladies Cloſets, the Chocolate-houſe, and 
Playhouſe, my. old | Acquaintance Mr, Britain 
the Smallcoal Man made me turn my Eyes. 
towards Clerken-well . Green for Refuge ;. 
hoping, that the Neighbourhood of the Bear- 
Garden, where now are the moſt natural 
Judges of Wit, wou d afford the veſt Patras. 


"Tis true, had I fix*d on the ingenious 
Mr. Britain, People. wou d have thought, 
that I might have found à difficulty in ſome 
of the laudable Topics of Dedication; ast 


Ancient Family, and known Generoſity e, 


the Patron; yet to ſhem them their miſtake, 
I proteſt ſincerely, that had not the leaſt in- 


fluence on my rejecting his Patronage, ſince Lao. 


not at all doubt, but that I might have ſpoke, 
as much Truth on both Heads, as generally 
has been ſpoken by moſt of our Modern Dedi- 
cators; Who often run the Pedegree of their 
Patrons up to the Conqueſt, (and we are be- 
holaen to them that they ſtop there ) tho" per- 
haps they mou d be puzled themſelves to teil their 
Forefathers in the Pious Days of good Queen Beſs; 
tho*, it may be, the firſt of them, that made 
an) Figure, ws oxly Court Pimp; | or fa- 
vourite Valet de Chambre of ſome antiquated 
Lad), whoje ſalac ious diſtemper made him 4 
Gentleman, by getting him a Place, in mich, 
by Cheating the Queen and Country, he might 
raiſe an Eſtate, and leave his Voſterity the 

A 4 Tile 
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ſecond, judicio 


”" Toths AUTHOR of | 


Title o Right Honourable. For u that 
Cage Donn and Holy Futher, Pope Pius the 

4 obſerves, Few Great Fami- a 
lies have had a very honourable Riſe. 
Beſides, Poets and other Dedicating Au- 
thors cam make Pedeprees, as well, as any 
Herald, German, or Welſhman ef then 
all." His very) Name mou d have afforded. 


many pregnant Conjectures in his Favour. 
For ſeveral Perſons eminent in their Stations 
have born it; which in the Memory of our 


Fathers, has been thought ſufficient to make 
od Romans of ſome honeſk Saxons, 


never heard of in the World till theſe later 


d, As, fir, Mrs. Britain has been 4 


Lad very aſeful in her Generation, and 


furniſb d the Quality with many 4 Maiden- 
head both Real and Artificial. Nor has this 
Name been unknowa in the Ring dom of the 
Beaux, and Gallants; and if we wou'd pur- 
ſue the Advantages of the Name to its An- 


requity, How eaſie a matter wou'd it be to 


mate it as ancient as the Nation it ſelf ? 


Ana ſo with a little of our Modern Author's 
Addreſs in fine Panegyric, I might gave 
aerivd it from old Brute and the Projans; 


tho” that perhaps I might have left to Mr. 


Samms, and the reſt of the moſt profound 
and Learned Antiquaries of this Nation, eſpe- 
ci to Geofry of Monmouth, and about 4 
Thouſand Welſh Manuſcripts. But if all this 


had not been ſufficient to vanquiſh his Mo- 


delty, and make him quite forget his Small. 
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A TAE of & Tuw! 
coal Bagg, | I co hab told him, that" in 
| ve Times of: Note, 1 great ile 4g in. 
Led, and # great U off,” before the barbarous: 
* Inundation' of Goths, Validals, and Lom“ 
E Men were diſtimguiſb'd om the Mob 

by their Virtue, Mets Halour, or Knoms. 
E or Excellence in ſomèe Sciencè or Art; 


have wore it 9; 4 Latin r N ng 
N 


 Nobilitas ſola eſt arg; unica Virtus. 
Flo that probaps ni 80. have brad lot 
en as 4 Satyr on the Quality 4 "theſe Times; 
mo ard by the H layer * 2 "Pn 98 off 
2 {reg alioe. 1 


Y 


191811 . afoq QI 
Tus with mich AY 7 bose 0 Ire  proL 
b 22 the Wonders of his Goneroſiiy; dp 
1 | ciely to Men of Art; a Virtus ſo uncommon. 
| in this preſent Age, that*a Fidler ſhell draw 
ee out of the Purſe of a Lord, 
ho won d not g tus Sixpence to all the Senſe 
of Mankind; and when the Noblemen”: s Vas 
wo 11 Brokerage 10. Dedications... | 

| Pure ey etre to avoid the Imputation 
15 aligner of our Men of Quality, I 
id all thoughts of addreſſi ing to Mr. Britain 

4 aſide , ana caſt my Eyes on you, Sir, who 
being perfectly unknown for your Quality, 
or Virtues 4 the World, wou d not ini- 
ler Matter of Envy or Abuſe on ny preſent 
Aa. Be(ides, Sir, . to you All manner of 
Tales 


. Tales lay 4 claim moſt peculiar. Tom leu the y 
Daxce of Tales to the 'Town, which get «. 
ot weary of following the Humour. The © 

Arabian and Turkiſn Tales mere onhing to 
your Tale of a Tub; And the lat was, 
Midwiſ d into the Preſs by the eminent Boot- 
ſeller of the Wits, and Chairman f as ® 
eminent # Club: The Devil on two Sticks, 

and mam more Ejuſdem faraginis : Nay, 
even Hiſtories, having long been 4 ſort of 
Tales of /o many Tubs , eaſily paſs'd on 
the Tommn for gour Productions. But, Sir, 
one of the chief Motives of this Addreſs to 
You, 45 thut the World might be ſenſible, that 
I have too much Modeſty ( th? a Bookſeller) © 
to palm the following Treatiſe apox jou; 
The. heighth of my Ambition being to ſend © 
1 abroad unden the advantageous Circum- | 
"Bances: of your Patronage: Fer tho I cu] 
never find that 4 Lord's Title or Name 
to the Dedication , ſold me 4 Book, or 
excus'd the Dulneſs of my Author; yet I 
am in Hopes that jours will do both; ſince © 
I have ſeen many a Blockhead paſs for 4 
WIT by keeping good Company; and John 
Dryden, 424 Will Wycherly - familiarly ? | 
pPronounc d, ana with an Air ef Intimacy, 

* bas raisd 4 Reputation, that Nature neder N 

| 


defppn'd. 


* 8 
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Beſdes, Sir, 4t p Time when all the Fine 
Arts are ſo viſibly diſcourag d by bath the 
Great, Vulgar, and the Small; when the firſt | 


have | 
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A TY I of a Tus. 


7 have run down Poetry and Plays for Ballads 


and Operas ; when the latter from a Zeal of 


1 Reforming of I KNOW NOT WHAT, has not 
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only ſuppreſs'd the Antient Fair of St. Bartho- 
lomew, /o that we may — — expect to Fab 
there « Bonner, than 4 Pinkethman ;  w 

the more Modern Fair of May, and that Ce- 


lebrated one of Greengoole, are Reform'd of 
7 all their Qrnaments as of ſo many Popiſh Cere- 


. 14 


7 monies, to the great decay of the Conſumption 
1 of Pig and Pork, and Greengeeſe; where 
le 


* the No 
is almoſt aboliſh*d as Ancichriſtian, becauſe 


of theſe nimble Artiſt's 


and Antient Art of Rope-Dancing 


the Finnambuli were offenſive to one of # 
Plays of Old Terence, the | 
| laing forc'd to find 4 


Hiſpit able Retreat at Sadlers Wells, where 
Mrs. Buſhel ſhows her Plump Thizhs to the 


2 Sober Saints, their Pious Wives and Daugl- 


; ters, and hopeful Toung Sons too, without the 


| "leaſt fear of 


# Jack-puddings are ſilencd for fear of Pro- 


Scandal. When the Facetious 


phane Wit, or forc'd to content themſelves 


5 with 4 Mountebanks Stage, 0 Joke off their 


Pills, Potions, and Plaiſters, to the detri- 


ment of many an Honeſt, tho" Credulous Cit. 


Muhen the Ingenious Puppet Shows ſuffer 4 


greater Perſecution in this Land of Liberty 
and Moderation, than once they did among 
the Wiſe and Religious Switzers, who rea- 
louſiy burnt a Maſter of a Puppet Show for 


dealing with the Devil ; from whence, our 


Godly and Wiſe Reformers, have ever . funcs 


taken 


poor Remmants 


10 che AU THOR of 


tles it for 4 moſt Diobolical Entertain- 
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ment When the Spirit of Hypocriſy aims 
at Reforming us into Solitude, by Politically 
deſtroying al Publick Meetings and Recrea- 
tions; at leaſt, when they have left no place free 
for our Diverſion but the Markets of French 
Commodities, the Taverns ; and when no body 
# like to be ſuffer d to thrive but Vintners, 
Vicuallers , Juſtices Clerks, Reforming 
Conſtables, and Informers; for Godlineſs 
is nom not ouly a Gain but à Trade, for which 
Men git their old Employments as leſs Be- 
neficial, and ſerve their end in Reforming : 
When: Uſurers, Extortioners, way, Debo- 
chees and Drunkards, Proufly ſet ap for en- 
larging the Kingdom of HRAVEN; and 
while that they ſerve the Old Gentleman in 
Black in all the ateds of their Lives, are 
Canoniz d by the Pulpit Gentleman in Black 
fon their gal againſt Common Drabs, and 
NDemoliſhing Puppet Shows. \ 


At @ Time, I ſay, when all theſe fine Arts 
lie under ſuch 4 Preſſure, what fitter Patron 
con d I choofe, than the Darling of ſo Ju- 
dicious and Pious an Age; who have diſco- 
ver d fo pecul iar a Genious in Merry Txi- 
FLING, 45 cou never want Succeſs; when 
40 Write Serious, is to be Dull; and to Think 
Rationally, to be Pedantick and Enthuſi- 
aſtick. I confe[s, that there have ſome other 
Worthy Gentlemen appear'd of late, who haue 
0 had 


8 A Tarts of a Tus. 

had uo unhappy Talent this Whimſical way, 
among which our nem Philoſophical Tranſacti- 
ons are a Maſterpiece in their Kind, eſpecially 
the Author's Facetious and Witry Engliſh Epi- 
grams i» 4 Greek Character. The TaTLER 
has likewiſe lately talen up this Taking 
Mode, and crept like the Tops of the Times 
into the Cloſet of the Great and the Fair, .by 
44 Modiſh Impertinence ; ſ% that if a Peace 
> Mſhou'd come, I know not, but out of exceſs of 
r J, we ma) noi endure any thing but IATr- 
„ IERs theſe Ten years to come; which might 
prove as furprizing to your good Prince, Po- 
Iſterity, as our Military advantages over the 
French Bully; for we do nom in Writing &5 
„ u Building; if Light and Gaudy, tis 10 
matter how Laſting ; and, indeed, it is but 
dealing fairly with Poſterity to leave them the 
Liberty of building their aun Houſes, aid 
writing their oms Books, according to their 
omn W hims. * 


But, Sir, theſe are both far ſhort of your 
ts Excellence, and . 8 Eo & 29-4 
ner redicules only meer Humane Arts 
Sciences; while You, Sir, go. farther, aun 
Burleſque Religion it ſelf; while ſpeaking and 
thinking of it in a Good Humour, you have 
* brought it to be no more than an Old Coat, 
leaving to the Good Friend honeſt Moderate 


fi- MA RKTIN, ſcarce ſo mach as 4 Lappet 40 
e cover his Nakedneſs. Joa have indeed done 


* greater 


— —_—_ 
* 
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Tes, Sir, Jou put me in mind of the Merry 
Philoſopher Democritus, who thought the 


. baps you may be in the Right on't when you 
Jee every thing turn d Topſide Turvey ( as 


Sharpers turn Cullies ; Men of Quality turn 4 


Tories; and Tories turn Whiggs; Non- 4 
Jurers turn zealous defenders of the REVOLU- 


"Fs the AUTHOR of 


greater Wonders in Controverlie , than 
- Guy of Warwick, Bevis of Southamton, 


or Amidis of Gaul, in the performances of \* 
Chivalry. While Stillingfleet, Tillotſon, 
and the other Champions of our Cauſe, haue 
brought whole Armies of Authorities and 4 
Reajons againſt the Whore of BABYLON, $ 
Jon with a JoKE confute the Obſtinate Bellar- 
mine and John Calvin at once, and haue 
certainly diſcover'd the Shorteſt. way with 
CONTROVERSY. © 4 


World only worth Laughing at. And per- 


they ſay ) When Divines turn Buftoons ; 


Sharpers ; Iriſhmen turn Wirs; Lamers 
turn Arbritrators ; Tallymen au Paun- 
brokers turn Reformers; Whiggs turn 


TION ; Polititians turn Gameſters; and 
Coblers turn POLITITIANE. | 


Mere I the Author 1 ſhould here tell you 1 
Wonders of the Book I Dedicate. to you ; © 


That lite Homer, according to the Criticks, 
i contains all Arts and Sciences; ba: 
ſpeaking for another, I ſhall let him ſhift for 


him— 


A TAL E of a Tus. 

an 7 himſelf, only informing you, That in the next 
N, Volume you will fin Wonders indeed per- 
of 1 d b GOLD, ſuch 44 wou ſur pri ce 


N, e' 4 PRIEST or 4 COURTIER ; who are ge- 
we Þ* nerally ſo well acquainted with its Value and 
nd "44 Force. And ſo, Sir, I Subſcribe my ſelf, 

IN, *R 


Your 


Humble Servant, the 


BOOKSELLER. 
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The INTRODUCTION; or; The 


+) - Firſt Nights Entertainment. 


—_ 


MONG the many great Advanta- 
ges we have of thoſe who groan un- 
dier the Tyranny of the Inquiſition, 
22 that of the Liberty of Philoſophizing, 
and making free and noble Enquiries into. the 
hidden Secrets of Nature, is not the leaſt va- 
luable; fince by that the modern Times and 
more free Nations have made many and in- 
2 eſtimable Diſcoveries, which have been both 
uſeful and entertaining to the World. But. 
it was the ill Fate of Campanella, who ſeems to 
have had a peculiar Genius this way, to be 
* born a Subject of thoſe Princes who with a 
great deal of ill Policy ſuffer a Tribunal in 
their Dominions, that denies any dependance 
on them: For Campanella was thrown into the 
Inquifition for Writing of things that were 
above the Underſtanding of an ignorant Age, 
and more ignorant People. | 
25 B Nene 


9 9 DEN F Yo 


than his Book de Senſu Rerum, which made 
me often wiſh that Chance or Induſtry might 
furniſh me with ſome Experiment, that 
might with ſufficient evidence confirm his 
Speculations. But when my Endeavours 
had prov*'d fruitleſs, and all my. Enquiries had 
left me not the leaſt Light into my Deſires, 


Chance ſupply*d one beyond Controverſie, 


and which produc'd an Inſtance not only of 
the Senſibility of Things which we generally 
not only eſteem mute but inanimate, but ev'n 
of their Rationality, and diſcourſive Faculty, 
Obfervation, Memory, and Reflection. Of 
this Nature was ſome Pieces of coin'd Gold, 
that Fortune had thrown into my Hands, 
from whoſe Converſation I learn'd many Se- 


crets of Policy: and Love, part of which I fhall | 


relate, the reſt I ſhall reſerve for a more pri- 
vate Conference. I confeſs this Adventure in 
a more Superſtitious Country and Perſon, 
might have paſs'd for a firſt-rate Miracle; 
but here, where Enquiries into Nature diſcos, 
ver e'ry day {uch wonders, and with me who 
have read of the Soul of the World, and Ma- 
xims that hold ev'ry part of the Univerſe to 
be compos'd of animal ſenſible, and perhaps 
rational Particles, the Wonder roſe not a- 
bove the Power of the Operations of the ſe- 
cret courſe of Nature. eee, e n 

Were it not a receivꝰd Maxim, that nothing 
is more Powerful than Gold, in War, and 
Feace; in Courts, and Camps; in Church, 
and State, with the Great and the Fair; yet 
| t4 Dur 


A 


None of his Writings ever pleas'd me more 
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| Te Introduction © 3 
dur preſent ſeeing and feeling of this Truth in 
the French Management were ſufficient to e- 
ſtabliſh it. For by this they have made all 
Europe tremble, and rais'd France to that 
height of Empire, which She has obtain'd, and 
yet ſtruggles to preſerve, with a Force almo 
equal to the reſt of the World. I have indee 
often thought what noble and diverting Diſco- 
veries might be made, could any of the Louis 
4 Ore's or Guineas reveal by diſcourſe what At- 
fairs they have negotiated, and thoſe ſecret 
Intrigues, which have produc'd ſtrange and 
terrible Effects in Kingdoms, and Families. 
But whilſt T thought theſe Reflections bur 
vain Amuſements, as I lay awake one Night, 
I was agreeably furpriz'd with a proof of their 
Solidity. I heard an odd fort of humming 
noiſe like one ſtrugling to ſpeak, or not awake 
enough to give his Words their true Articula- 
tion; this was the more alarming, by being 
juſt under my Pillow, or ſomewhere abour 
the Head of my Bed; yet I was fo far from 
imagining this ro be any Gholt, Hobgoblin, 
or Fantaſm of the Night, that I ſuſpected ſome 
Rogue had privately got into my Chamber, 
and hid himſelf till he und his opportunity 
in the Night to accompliſh his Ends in Rob- 
bery or Murther. Leaping therefore from 
my Bed, I cal d for my Servant, who coming 
witha Light, ſearch'd ery place with all ima- 
ginable Care and Exactneſs; but finding no- 
thing, I kept the Light, and bid him retire to 
his Reſt, . 
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I was no ſooner laid down again, but I 
heard the ſame ruffling Noiſe, but it ſeem'd 
ſtronger than before, and directly under my 


Pillow, where yet I could find nothing but f 


my Breeches, and in my Pockets a few Louis 
Ares and Guineas, with ſome Dutch, Spaniſb, 
and odd Italian pieces of Gold, which my Cu- 
rioſity that day had prevaiPd with me to pur- 


chaſe. Conſcious of my wonted Fate, which 


would never let me fleep while I had any Mo- 
ney in my 


Pocket, I took them all out and 


laid them on a little Table juſt by my Bed- 


ſide; ſecure now of Repoſe, I found all quiet 


about me, and the Noiſe remov'd to the very 
place where I laid all my Gold. But that 
which now added to my Surprize was, that I 
plainly perceiv'd, that the former Noiſe began 
to aſſume a Tone extreamly like that of the 
Humane Voice, arriving at laſt toa Murmur- 


ing Articulation, ſome broken words of which 


reach'd my Ears, and ſeem'd to come from a 
Perſon juſt breaking from a profound ſleep, and 


yet not conſcious enough of Reaſon to make 


Senſe of what he utter d. iel 
Iho' I am not naturally Superſtitious, or 
very Credulous of Apparitions, yet the fruit- 


lets ſearch that I had juſt made, having ſatis- 


ſjy'd me that I was my ſelf che only viſible li- 
ving Creature in the Room, I found within me 
Concern, of which, (till then) I thought my 
ſelf incapable. But reflecting, in the midſt of 
my Fear, that this could be no Spirit of Dark- 
nets, ſince it ventur'd into the Light, I grew 


Im 


Y 
More eovragious, in Which I was confirm'd — 
by 4 


Ihe Hitrodiuac tion. 


by ſeveral Pious and Religious Conſiderations 
Which are proper and uſeful on ſuch Occaſions. 
Drawing therefore aſide my Curtain, I direct- 
ed my Eye by the guidance of my Ear to the 
very Place whence this Sound ſeem'd to ariſe; 
but my wonder encreas*d when I diſcover'd 
nothing in Sight, but what us'd to be there, 
(except my Gold) which, tho' of ſeveral In- 
tereſts and Countrys, I could not but ſuppoſe 
would lie together without quarreling. 

% Thad heard, and Experience had taught 
me, that Gold would make the Silent ſpeak, 
© | and the Loquacious dumb; but I little ſuſpe- 
Y | Qed that any of that Metal could ſhake off 
that natural dumbneſs which the Opinion of 
the World had ſo long fix'd upon it. But I 
a had not gaz'd long ere I found to the contrary 

the ſame Sounds were reaew'd, and I plainly 
heard a ſmall Voice among the Gold, which 
ſtruck me with an Amazement not to be ex- 
preſs'd; and yet it was an Amazement, that 
— ſtruck more on my Curioſity than my Fear; 
e for I immediately ſnatch'd up the . 
piece to me, which happen'd to be a Spaniſh 
Piſtole, and clapt it to my Ear, and ask'd it 
many Queſtions; but all in vain, for it re- 
cis- main'd as ſullenly filent, as it it had no more 
power to ſpeak than the World generaliy 
Imagines. 24 802 


q 
{t ON 4Ore, which obſerving my uneaſie Curioſi- 
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a” Labour ſo vain, as to loſe my Time in oo 8 
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liciting the Dumb to ſpeak, ſince of all that 
Heap He (for after what paſs'd betwixt us I 
may, with the Grammarians leave, call it He) 
only could yet a while comply with my De- 
_ Tis true (continu'd he) ſome of theſe | 
ave had the Power of Speech, but by proſti- 
tuting that Faculty, have for a time __ loſt 
it; but that the reſt neither ever had or ever 
would enjoy that Prerogative. I my ſelf have 
now for ſome time ( purſu'd my talkative | 
Monſ.) been ſtrugling to recover a Power, of | 
which I have long been depriv'd, and juſtling 
the reſt, to rouſe them from their long and 
drowlie fit of dumbneſs, but have not yet 
| been able to prevail. 211 = 
{ This Declaration of my dapper piece, gave 
me full ſatisfaction about the odd Noiſe that 
| - had given me ſo much diſturbance, which yet 
| I thought amply rewarded by ſo wonderful 
a diſcovery, In ſhort (purſu'd he) I will not 


trouble my ſelf any longer with my dull lan- 

[| guid Companions; but ſince we are in this So- 
| litude, without any Witneſs, Iſhall addreſ m7 

ſelf wholly to you. Tranſported with fo en | a 

| gaging an aſſurance, I took him up in my , 
Hand, gave him a thouſand kiſſes, and hug- n 
AZi-ung him cloſe in my Boſom, full of Pleaſure as a 
* great as if I had got the beautiful CALTA in 0 

my Arms — G0 on, (ſaid I) my Charmer, go tr 

on, and bleſs me with a Converſation, which ſure F. 


no Man ever enjoy d _ e Why art: thou. ſilent | 


my adored ? Why doſt t ou delay thoſe Joys, that: 


are 4s enchanting as uncommon? 


| 9! 
eh gill: It; 
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It was a conſiderable time e're he would 
vouchſafe to utter one Word, which threw 
me into a very painful Fear that he had loſt 
that happy Faculty, Which, I found by his Con- 
feſſion, was not always in his Power, In the 
midſt of my impatient Expectation, now al- 
moſt in deſpair, he began again to ſpeak, but 
in a much weaker, and a ſort of upbraiding 
Tone, which made me ſomething uneaſie. 
Task*d him, however, the reaſon of a Change 
ſo ſudden; and the hated Cauſe of a Silence, 
I found my ſelf unable to endure. 

You your ſelf (faid he, ſomething angrily) 
are the only Cauſe, who by your fond Actions 
and Careſſes, ſeem to confeſs the Miſer, a 
Creature to whom we have the utmoſt aver- 
ſion; his Love is as troubleſome to us, as odi- 
ous to all the World beſides; for, ſhut up in 
his Coffers, we loſe this agreeable Quality, 


Which is only mantain'd by an abſolute Free- 


dom of circulating with the Sun abour the 
World, where we make far greater Diſco- 
veries than that glorious Planet; for we are 


admitted to thoſe Secrets which are induſtri- 
1 ny conceaPd from his enquiring Eye; and 
made 


Confidants of thoſe Intrigues of Love 


and Politicks, which he would only diſappoint 
or deſtroy. Whether we goin Bribes to tame 
troubleſome Zeal of the Patriot; to betray the 
Stateſmans Truſt; or purchaſe the Honour 


and Chaſtity of the Matron or Virgin; tor 


27 we, like the ſage Uhſſes, accompliſh molt of 
Hur greatelt Exploits in the dark, 
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I affur'd him, that Curioſity alone had be- 
tray'd me into the odious Suſpicion of a Guilt, 
of which I had the utmoſt Abhorrence, Ava- 
rice being a Vice the moſt remote of any from 
my Nature. I begg'd him therefore, by his 
hopes of perpetual Liberty, to proceed with- | 
out any ſuch Fear, and ſatisfie me in thoſe ad- 
mirable Secrets of his Efſence, which it ſeems | 
were ſo very different from the Common Opi- 


nion. 


Pacify'd with theſe repeated Aſſurances, re- 
ſuming his Courage, he thus again began: 

I will not entertain you with an Account 
of the Generation of this Metal in the Bowels 
of the Earth, both becauſe that affords but 
little Diverſion to any but a proteſs'd Virtuo- 
ſo, and becauſe owing my Origin to another 
Cauſe, I am little acquainted with that ter- 
rene Gold by which you form your Idea of 
the whole Kind. I, Sir, am part of that fa- 
mous Golden Show'r, diſguis'd in which Jupiter 

penetrated the ſtrong Brazen Tower, to poſ- | 
ſeſs the Charms of tlie beautiful Danae, which 

Story to look on as a meer Fable, favours too 

much of a Modern Incredulity ; ſince, eyer 

ſince that time, you find that there is no place 

ſo ſtrong, or guarded with that Vigilance, to 
Which Gold will not gain Admittance and 
bring to a Surrender fooner, and with more 
Safety, than the Batteries of Cannon, and the 
Valout of Heroes. I confeſs (continu'd he) all 
Gold is not of this nature, as will he plain 
from an Inftance which I will preſently give 
Fou. But all the Gold of that Show'r is ever | 
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irreſiſtible. This is plain from daily Experi- 
ence; for if we only look into the Affairs of 
Love, we ſhall find ſome Lovers ata vaſt ex- 
pence, without being able to obtain the leaſt 

vour of their Miſtreſſes; whilſt others with 
a little of this, and a tolerable Addreſs, eaſily 
et into their Arms, in ſpight of all the watch- 
15 Eyes of Husbands and Spies never fail- 
ing to gain the ſtrongeſt Fort, if they vouch- 
fate but to ſet down before it. This Truth I 
{hall convince you of, in a Story of a certain 
Lady who had me once in her Poſſeſhon, as 
ſoon as I have premis'd a ſhort Account of my 
felt, and the various Tranſmigrations I have 
2 - paſsd, by that Means to remove your Incre- 
2 < dulity or Doubts of whatever I ſhall reveal. 
_— I camedown framHeay*nin that ſbonꝰr 
with Jove, I have had multitudes of Maſters, 
and Shapes full as various. Much Time I have 

ſpent in the Service of the Ladies; have been 

the Ornaments. of the Swords and Wea- 
pons of ancient Heroes and modern Generals, 
and perfectly know what thoſe acquir'd by 
their Valour, and theſe by their Money, I can 
tell you their Conduct and Government, ſhow 

ou the Art of uf in the Camp without 

Valour or Senſe, and all the dark Myſteries of 
husbanding a War to Tears, that might be de- 
cided in a tew Months. I have been lock'd up 
in the Cabinets of Princes, great Kings, and 
mighty Emperors, and am perfectly acquain- 

ted with their moſt ſecret Intrigues, private 

Vices, and Follies. I have belong'd to ſeve- 
ral great Politicians, Fayourites and Courtigrs, 
ad 1 ö | 2 "a 
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and know all their Principles and Maxims. I 
Have been too often in the Coffers of the 
Clergy, and many times in their Studies and 
Cloſets, which has brought me throughly ac- 
quainted with their Vicious Inclinations, Ir- 
religion, Hypocriſie, Cruelty, Ambition, Ava- 
rice, and Pride, I have likewiſe adorn'd the 
Fingers of the greateſt Favourites, Male and 
Female, ſeen all their Bribes, told over the 
Price of the Extortionand Robberies they have 
committed, and ſeen the Plunder of Nations 
cram'd into their private Coffers. I know 
the cauſe of the Fall of . that great Ro- 
man Favourite, and could give them all ſuch 
good Advice, as might ſecure them from the 
fle Fate, PAL ! 45 nenn 
From the Courtiers I eaſily paſs'd to the 
SGameſters; thoſe, tho? never ſuch Scoundrels 
by Birth and Parts, are admitted to the Tables 
of Lords and Princes: nay, this very one thing 
has brought the Lacquey from behind his 
Lords Chair, to the Table with him. And the 
Oſtler from rubbing the Horſes Heels, into the 
Bed with a Dutgheſs. The Metamotphoſes 
of this Myſtery are greater than thoſe of Ovid; 
for here Footmen, Porters, Butchers, Tap- 
ſters, Bowl-Rubbers are transform'd into Gen- 
tlemen, and Companions for Miniſters of 
State, and Princes themſelves; and on the o- 
ther hand, Lords, Knights, and Squites into 
gcoundrels, excluded the Converſation of the 
Chambermaid; Porters, Pimps under Shar- 
i pers, Setters, and the like. I have belong'd to 
Pimps and Bawds of all Nations, and know © 
=> 
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the ſecret Amours of all the Great Men, when 
they careſs falſe Beauty in their Arms, as they 
do falſe Merit in their Favour in their Poſts. 
I have ſeen the moroſe ſow'r Miniſter of State 
hug the rotten Remains of Footmen and Por- 
ters under the ſpecious Names of Virgins and 
Citizens Wives ; and the Matrons of Quality, 
when they have been inſenſible of the Adreſ- 
ſes of Wit, and Accompliſhments of Perſon 
and Qualifications, melt luxuriouſly in the 
ruſtic Embraces of Brawny Coachmen, and 
Tinkers. I have ſeen the falſe Modeſty hide 
her Face in public ata double Entendre, yet 
riot in ſalacious Enjoyments in her Cloſet; 
In my Travels thro? England J have not eſcap'd 
the Gripe of the Godly, where I have made no- 
table Diſcoveries of their Hypocriſie; for while 
their Pretences would raiſe them above Men, 
their Practice lays them lower than the Wick- 
edneſs of Devils: for indeed, they endeavour 
to ſeem better than moſt Men, to get it into 
their power to be more abandon'd than all 
Men. The canting Reformer, who buſily 

retends to alter the courſe of Nature, and 
Find the poor Whores to Bridewell, T have ſeen 
reeking in Adultery with his own Neighbours 
Wife. Others who have look'd on a pint of _ 
Wine ina Tavernas an unpardonable Profana- 
tion of the Lord's-Day, I have ſeen get Drunk 
in their own Houſes, to the Edification of the 
Godly, I have ſeen others that have witha 
Gogle of Deteſtation damn'd all the Frailtys of 
Nature and Youth, ſwallow the Eftates of Wi- 


= 
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of White wine, and Bitter in a Morning, with- 
out the leaſt remorſeful keck of Conſcience, 
and then by the Tub-thumper tranſlated to 
Baxter's Saints Everlaſtino- Reſt, without any 
Reſtitution to the poor ſuffering Victims. The 
Stock · jobbers T have been throughly acquain- 
ted with, and know all the flights and cunning 
of their Tricks, and all the familiar Cheats of 
the honeſt Traders of the City. 

I can tell you the Scandal and Impertinence 
of the Ladies Viting-days; the Machinations 
of all the political Juntoes: for I have been of 
all Parties and Factions, and am perfectly ac- 
quainted with all their Rogueries ; their ſham 
Pretences to the Good of the Public, to bubble 
the People into their meaſures, for their own 
private Intereſt and Advantage. I can let em 
into the Secret of High. Church and Lom Church, 

and point out all the Fools and Tools that ma- 

nage and are managed by the Demagogues of 
each. I can ſhew you a Scene of he uſeful 
Doctors. Commons, where Proctors without Re- 
ligion exclaim on the Danger of the Church. 
I can inform you in the Art of making a bad 
Cauſe good, before a Judge that weighs the 
Merit of Plaintiff and Defendant by ounces of 
Gold, not Witneſſes or Right. I can teach you 
the Art of bribing Parliaments and public Aſ- 
ſemblies, who, drunk with this Aurum potabile, 
diſembogue the Rights of the People while 
they vote againſt Arbitrary Power, and boaſt 

of Mazna Charta. . 
As Ihave had ſuch various tranſmigrations 
thro? the great World, ſo have I taken a ſhort 

10 | turn 
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turn to its Miniature the Sage. I know all 
the Intrigues of the Ladies of that Romantic 
Region; their wonderful Conſtancy, exact Fi- 
delity, and uncommon Generoſity: I've been 
Witneſs of the Uroprar Felicity of their Lovers, 
free from the Anxieties of Rivals. I have div'd 
into the Myſteries of the Management of that 
politic State; for they, like — veg World, 
conceal Self- intereſt and Injuſtice under the 
ſpecious Name of Arcana Imperii, I can give 
you the Characters of their Hero's, their Ho- 
nour, Capacity, Judgment, and Knowledg in 
theArt they profeſs ; their Juſtice to each other 
and to the Poets; their illuſtrious Birth and 
learned Education, by which they are qualified 
for ſuch great Poſts as they frequentſy enjoy. 
Fhave likewiſe been converſant with the King- 
dom of Sounds, the Opera's; can tell you all 
their wiſe Subſcribers, with their Merits' and 
Characters. I can paint in as lively Colours as 
they uſe, the bright Female Song ters and the as- 
famous neither Male nor Female Singers, There 
T have ſeen a Switz Trumpeter paſs for a great 
Maſter of Muſic, and Eunuchs palm on the 
Town Grimace, and Action for Harmony and 
Voice. And tho? theſe may ſeem Trifles not 
worth your hearing, yet ſince the Fools of 
Figure have given them the Air of Impor- 
tance, they may perhaps afford you variety” 
of Diverſion. | 

From theſe two Fairy Orbs T have ſometimes 

3 eſcap'd to the Pockets of the Poets, with whom 
3 tho'myſtay was generally very ſhort, yet they 
being Men without Diſguiſe or Deſign, I can. 
| draw 
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draw you a perfect Scheme of their Virtues, 
Capacities, Learnin and Genius. A 

In ſhort, Sir, L hade been in every ſtation of 
Life; from the Prizce to the Peaſant, and can 
unfold all the Myſteries of Iniquity, that in all 
Nations have always enrich'd Knaves, impos'd 
on Fools, and baffled Men of Senſe, * _ 

.Fhave frequently paſs'd the Chymiſt's Fur- 
nude, and been tortur d for the Alchymiſt's Pro- 
jection; have ſeen the Bubbles who ſpent their | 
preſent Fortune for a future Chymera. I have | 
alſo many times paſs'd the Phyſician's Hands | 
in the form of a Fee, and ſo am perfectly ac- 

quainted with the Skill and Method of the Fa- 
culty in Practice in regard of the Patient and 
the Apothecary, = 0 
But, to come to an end, Sir, Iam the eldeſt 
Son of Time, and may juſtly ſay, that I know 
the Tranſactions in all the Climates of Europe, 
and Ages of the World, in War and Peace, in 
Love and Politicks. FIC 355 OT YT 

Having thus given you ſufficient Proof of 
my Experience and Knowledg, I hope what I 
have to fay will find a perfect Belief; for aſ- 

ſure your ſelf, Sir, Tam not ſo fond of king, 
as tothrow away my Words where I meet 
with any Doubts of my Veracity. © / 

My little Piece here pauſing a while, I gave 

him all the aſſurance imaginable of a Mind 
ready to receive, as Verities undoubted, all he 
had to tell me. Pleas'd with what I faid, and 
the manner of my uttering it, he immediately» '* 
went on to the Story; Which was, to prove "7 
the different Force of this Gold of Heavenly 
A 5 birtn 
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birth from that WHICH, v Was n . the 
| Bawels of the Earth. 


I Sin) of Gs Count Cid, Berna, 1 


1 ren ia he) was of the City of 
A Fang in Ita); his Father was a Gentle- 
man of a, good Family, yet, according to the 
Cuſtom c ofithe Italian Nobility, he ſcrupl'd not 
to improve his ee 20 Traffic. But Aya- 
rice 94 5 Kg him with his Age, and his 
Wealth finding an abundant b he be- 
came ſe 1 755 e is e chat he 
never durſt truſt it out t ving 
moſt miſerable, he died moſt 5573. nl and _ 
temn'd,, His Son in ache mean while (the Sub- 
jedct of « our preſent iſoourſe) with a ſmall Al- 
lowance rais'd himſelf by his Valour and Parts 
in the Emperor's d 1155 to the Dignity of a 
Count of = But his Father's Death 
eld of 


ſoon recall'd om the rugged purſuit of, 
99801 ig the Mars, to make a more 
2 conſic era e 0 in that of bright tere, He 
0 55 om the Campaign ta 
=; ches ſo immenſe, as ”_ 
he has. 12 one Man. 


have 
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kave hone of his lucky Gold I have mention d, 
or its Vertue was loſt by ſo long a confinement.” 
WES The Count was of a quite cantrary temper 
to lis Father, being — as profuſe as the 
other was niggardly: He i iately ſet up 
2 magnificent Equipage, and wanting a Palace 
fit for his reception, he reſoly*d to pull down 
the old Houſe of his Father, and erect a no- 
ble Pile, anſwerable to the Riches he was now 
Maſter of, deſigning in the mean while to tra - 
vel, and how his M — — to foreign Na- 
tions. He therefore left theoverſeeing his Buil- 
ding to the care of a grave Relation, whoſe 
Knowledg and Honeſty he thought he could 
beſt confide in and ſo ft out for YVerict, to 
take the Diverſons of the Carnival, and ſhow 
his ſplendid Equipage,” where many Nations 
might be Witneſſes of his Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence. e £6053, (OR 3 
Hie had not been long at Venice, but the Fi- 
gure he made recommended him to the Ac- 
quaintance of the Great, and the Eyes of the 
Fair. For, beſides the dazling Beauty of his 
Riches, which gave Charms, Wit, and Honour 
where Nature gave none; he had really thoſe 
of Perſon to a degree of perfection; his Stature 
Was tall, his Shape neat, his Mien great, and 
yet graceful; his Eye full, black, and ſpritely; 
his Hair hung down to a length very uncom- 
mon; he danc'd and ſung finely, and talk'd 
with a great deal of Vivacity and Wit, ſo that 
the Men were mightily taken with his Conver- 
> Ffation, the Women more; for the Liberties of 
the Carnival had made him more — 
l t 
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that Sex than at another time he could have 
been. Tho? he was not extreamly prone to 
Intrigues with the Fair, yet was he not ſo cold, 
but that Donna Biancha found ſuch a paſſage 
to his Heart, as render*d him entirely her Cap- 
tive. What other Affairs he had with the La- 
dies of Venice, as they have nothing to do with 
my preſent Deſign, ſo did they never come to 
my Knowledge, I being at that time a ſort of 
wandring Foliage round a Bracelet, which 
Donna Biancha always wore on her Arm. 

. Biancha was Wife to the younger Brother 
of an Ancient Mag nifico, who had as few Qua- 
lifications of Merit as any Nobleman in Ve. 
nice. His Age was above Fifty, his Temper 
Coveteous, Froward, and Jealous, and his Per- 
ſon was fully as diſagreeable as his Mind, for 
he was Crooked, and Paraletic; and all his 
Conjugal Happineſs (if the indifference of a 
Venetian Husband and Wife can merit ſuch a 
Name) depended on his Authority as a Huſ- 
band, and the Vigilance and Fidelity of his 
Spies. Biancha on the other Hand was perfect- 
ly beautiful in her Perſon and Face; but in 
her Mind as ſilly and inſipid as moſt of the 

Venetian Ladies are. » 

Count Guido had taken particular notice of 
her in the Piazza of St. Mark, where her "wy 
ſhape and mein had made ſo great an Impreſ- 
{ion on his Heart, that he could not reſt till he 
knew the caule of his Deſires : He therefore 
employ'd his Spies, whom he paid very well, to 


watch her home; tho? the Task was difficult 


as Well as dangerous, Gold made them accom- 


pliſh 
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pliſh their work, and inform the Count who 
his Miſtreſs was, and where ſhe hiv'd. By the 
ſame means he had notice wherever ſhe went, 
ſo following her one day to Church, he plac'd 
himſelf as near her as poſſibly he could, in 
hopes either of throwing in a word of paſſion 
in the intervals of her heavenly Ejaculations; 
or, that ſome lucky Accident or other would 
diſcover whether her Face were of apiece with: 
the reſt of her Body, which was entirely harm 
ing. But he might have pray'd and watch'd 
in vain for ſuch an opportunity, had not an al- 
moſt fatal Chance laid open that Countenance 
that coſt him ſo many ſighs and ſuch dangers 
as rob'd him of his Lite in the end. They knelt 
before an Image of the Virgin, which had the 
Character of ſo compaſſionate an Idol, as ne- 
ver to deny any Suit that was prefer'd to her, 
and it was this day adorn'd in a moſt pompous 
manner, and ſurrounded with great illumina- 
tions; and if it had been known that the Count 
had pray'd to this Miraculous Image for the 
ſucceſs of his Defires in that particular, the 
Event had certainly made no inconſiderable fi- 
gure in the Legend. For the crowd being great, 
and Biancha very near the Rail of the Image, 
part of her Veil, in turning, fell over it, and 
caught fire from the Candles, and in a moment 
burit out in a Flame. The Count was the firſt 
that, alarm'd with her Danger, call'd to them 
about ner, who before he could make way to 
her, had tore it from her Head; which at once. 
diſcover'd a Face, that would have turn'd Jove 
into all thoſe Forms to enjoy her,which#he ud 
n b ld | n 
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in his Amours with the Heroines of Antiquity, 
and a ſhort Death invading it, and cloſing her 
Eyes, which yet ſet the Count's Heart in a grea- 
ter Flame than that of her Veil, and much hard- 
er to be extinguiſh'd; for hers, by the care of her 
Attendants, was ſoon put our, but his could not 
expire by any thing but its Cauſe. G6. 
The Lady being in a ſwoon, the Count and 
ſome others made way through the Crowd for 
her Servants to carry. her into the open Air, 
where ſoon recovering, [he open'd ſuch Eyes 2s 
eaſily compleated a Conqueſt, that was ſo ſar 
gain'd before. . 
Tbe Count was not the only Man, that was 
wounded on this occaſion; for there happen d to 
be by another, who tho? he deferv'd her much 
leſs, was yet far more ſucceſsful in ius Endea- 
vours; for Bernardo ſoon obtain'd all thoſe Fa- 
vours for which the Count ſigh d, and labour'd 
long in vain. x Ann; 

Bernardo was juſt the Reverſe of the Count, 
in Perſon, in Temper, and Fortune. His Perſon 
was low, and ſomething diſtorted, his Hair black 
as a Raven, his Eyes almoſt white, and his Com- 
plexion fzllow ; his Age about forty : As he was 
far from being generous in his Temper, ſo his 
Fortune was but the ſhatter'd Remains of a Pro- 
digal Father; which yer he manag'd to the beſt 
Advantage of making a tolerable Appearance in 
his own degree of Quality. This S entleman 
Was by at this Accident, and ſhow'd himielt not 
leſs officious than the amorous Couat, in aſſiſt- 
ing Bianchain this fiery Misfortunc, and found 


{ome gracious Regards from the Fair one, which 
C 2 Guido 


” 
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; + ny of his Parts and Addreſs, ſuch wild Caprice 


- Guido was not able to engage by all the Harmo- 


fits Sovereign in the Appetite of Woman. 
By this time it was no Secret who the Lady 
was, nor where ſhe liv d; ſo that both her Lo- 
vers knew the ſtrict Guard ſhe was under, and 
therefore that Gold was abſolutely neceſſary for 
every Approach. This gave little pain to the 
Count, who valu'd his Mony only for its Uſe, and 
Subſervience to his Pleaſures, and he therefore re- 
ſolv d to facrifice his whole Fortune to an En- 
joy ment without which his Life muſt be an in- 
ſupportable Burthen. Bernardo on the other ſide 
was as ſenſible that Mony was neceſſary to bring 
about his Satisfaction; but his Exchequer was 
then at a low ebb, and not many pieces of Gold 
could be drawn thence for an affair of this Impor- 
tance: yet he was ſo fortunate as to have 
all his Gold tinctur'd at leaſt with this noble 
Kind of which I have ſpoken. He therefore gave 
ſome, and promis d infinitely more, ſo that what- 
ever Hand it came to, had no Power to reſiſt its 
- Force, but was entirely brought over to his Inte- 
reſt. He happen'd to have his Picture in Mina- 
ture chac'd in the ſame Gold, which coming in- 
to the poſſeſſion of Biancha, by a ſtrange kind of 
Witchcraft, made him appear in her Eyes the 
moſt deſirable of Mankind; and was reſolv'd to 
| 2 the riſque of all, to gratifie their mutual de- 
3 S. | 
Count Guido, in the mean while, had made ve- 
2 large Preſents to all her Guard, and receiv'd as 
large Promiſes of their Aſſiſtance; and the La- 


dy 


ade acquainted with his Suit, re- 


dy being m 


ceiv'd what Jewels he ſent her, and refolv'd to 


improve this Affair to the Advantage of her 
Favourite Lover. To this end ſhe diſcovers 
all the Count's Pretenſions to her Husband, 
inſinuating at the ſame time, that Mony 


might he got by the deſcreet management of 


ſo wealthy a Lover; and that he could not 
doubt a Fidelity, that had voluntarily facrific'd 
ſo handſom and accompliſh'd a Perſon to his 
and her Honour. Avarice had a great Aſcen- 
dant over the Husband, ſo that beiog thus ad- 


mitted a Confidant, he eaſily allow'd of the 


Conduct. Thus as the Count gave largely, all 
the Spies encourag'd him, took what he gave, 
and Jeliver'd his Letters and Preſents to their 
Lady; ſo that Hope brib*d by Deſire confirm'd 
him in his Folly. | 
The Count, to improve Opportunity,careſs'd 
the Husband extreamly, and loſt his Mony to 
him freely, to render himſelf the more agree- 
able to his covetous Humour. But all he 
got by what he did, was only fair Words from 
the Spies, and a tranſitory Look now and then 
from Biancha at her Window, which only 
ſerv'd to heighten his Deſire and Impatience. 
In the viciſſitude of his Gaming, it was his 
luck to win a few pieces of the nobler Metal, 
and with the ſame luck preſented them to the 
moſt” powerful, becauſe moſt truſted of her 
Guard, who was ſo entirely gain'd by this 


powerful Bribe, that the Count was pro- 
mis'd admittance on the firſt Ne akon of 
ount 


the Abſence of the Husband; vhich the 
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took care ſoon to ſupply, by making a Friend, 
engage him at play by loſing his Mony to him. 
But alas! the Count did not imagine that all 
the happy Minutes he furniſh'd, Bernardo en- 

joy'd ;.for when the Count detain'd the Hus- 
band to engage his Familiarity by loſing his 
Mony to him, Bernardo was admitted to the 
Wife, and rifled all thoſe Charms at eaſe, which. 
Guido took all thoſe pains, and was at fo vaſt 

in Expence for in vain, Thus on the preſent. 
occaſion, Bernardo was before-hand with him; 
and whillt he was attending at rhe Door, was 
admitted to his Miſtreſſes Ams. 
Count Guido being at laſt convey'd up to 
an Anti-Chamber of Biancha's Apartment, by 


* 


the Spy he had thus gain'd to this Intereſt, he 
attended there a whilo withtrembling and im- 
patience at ſo near an approach to the Perſon 
that only by her Pity and Charms could give 
his perpetual diſquiets any ceſſation or eaſe. 
But Fate, that diſpoſes us and our Affairs with 
an arbitrary ſway, ſoon gave a melancholly 
turn to all his Hopes, for liſtening to every 
noĩſe, he thought he heard from the adjacent 
Room the hoarſe ſound of twq murmuring 
Voices, of ſo different a tone, that the diffe- 
rence of Sex Was eaſily diſcover'd. So that 
now fir'd with Jealouſie, he ſtole cloſer to the 
Door, and putting his Ear to the Key-hole he | 
plainly heard the following Words My dear | 
Bernardo, your Power over my Weakneſs is but | 
Jo plain, to ou have ] ſacrific d my Honour, and 
1 Habana, nay, to jou I have ſacrificd the hand- 
fomefty ticheft, und moſt acconpliſbil Gentleman 
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of Italy, my Husband, that I might be the more 
free and ſecure in the dear Happineſs of thy Em. 
braces, Love, my deareſt Biancha (reply*d the 
Man) is the chief, nay, the only Merit, that can de- 
ſerve thee,and Love is what I poſſeſs in a far grea- 
ter degree than any of Mantind; I therefore des 


ſerve thee more than all the reſt of my. Sex, 


Words like theſe were ſufficient to drive 
ſuch a Lover into ſuch a Rage and Madnels,as 
to produce a fatal Conſequence ; nor could the 
Count bear the Indignity of being made a pro- 
perty for the benefit of another; but buriting 
open the Door, he drew his Dagger, and 
ruſh'd in with a Reſolution at once to put an 
end to the Life and Happineſs of his Rival: 
But the noiſe he had made, had alarm'd the 
Lovers, fo that Bernardo by the help of Biancha 
ſlipt out at another Door, and made his eſcape ; 
while Biancha (being pleas'd that it was not 
her Husband, as ſhe fear'd, but a Lover witl.- 
out Power) ſtopt the Count from purſuing 
him, upbraiding him in this manner. Whence 
Sir, this Inſolence in my Apartment, where your 
very Beins deſerves Death which for my ſake you 
ought to epect; yet in regard of a Paſſion you 
nave ſo often troubPd me about, I might pardon this 


rude effect of it, becauſe tho we do not value the 


Sacrificer, the Sacrifice is not always diſagreeable, 
But your only way to let my Pity take place of my 
Reſentment, is to retire this moment, and never 
more to think of a Paſſion ſo injurious to my Ho- 
our, | * 3 
. Tour Honour (reply?d the Count with à ſmile 
expreſſing too much of diſdain) I hope is ſafer in 
a "4: 4 0 f my 
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»y Hands, than in thoſe of that Wretch, who is 
fled from my Reſertment, He that wants Courage, 
Madam, can never boaſt much of Love; and ſence 


jau have once made ſo ill a Choice, permit me to 


 bope that jou will now take the Opportunity of a 
better. Ho I know no Ground (aſſum'd Bian- 
cha) for an Inſolence that is not to be born without 
a-ſpeedy Revenge, yet, Sir, I can ſee 22 that 
you mean to inſult me, or which is as had, to preſs nie 
to that criminal converſe with your ſelf, which you 
would inſinuate I have been guilty of with ſome o- 
ther ; yet aſſare your 4405 that whenever I ſhall be 
ſo weak to make the choice you mention, I ſhall never 
think him worthy of it, that can ſee any fault in 
n Conduct, which betrays as little Love as Reſpett: 
begone therefore with thy fruitleſs Hypocriſie,as un- 
availing to thee, as diſagreeable to me, unleſs you 
reſolve to ſuffer that Puniſhment your Intruding 
Bolaneſs deſerves, 8 
The Count was ſtruck dumb with her un- 
common Aſſurance, and confounded with her 
Rage, and Indignation; but this knowledge 
of her Guilt to both her Husband and him 
could not make him bravely to quit the pur- 
{uit of ſo worthleſs a Creature; but throwing 
himſelf on his Knees, and claſping her Hand, 
he open'd his Boſom and preſented her his Dag- 
ger; Here Madam (ſaid he) transfix the moſt lo. 
Ling and tender Heart in the World, revenge your 
folf upon me, and deliver me by u peedy Death from 
Pains and Agonys that are © infinitely mor“ ter- 
rroie, I can endure any thing but jour Fury; and 
5% my Fidelity deſerves « milder Fate, ye: if 
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muſt dye to atone the Follies of my Tongue, let this 
fair Hand be my Executioner. N 


In ſhort, he argu'd fo pathetically, look'd 


ſo dejectedly, as would have reſcu'd his 


Life from any Woman beſides, if not have 


3 a farther Advantage in her Heart; but 


e only ſeem'd to be pacity?d, and with the 
height of Diſſimulation grew calmer and cal- 
mer, till ſhe admitted him to kiſs her Hand, and 
talk of Love in ſo free a manner, as bred that 
Confidence of her ſincerity in him which ſhe 
defir*d to accompliſh his Ruin in a more bar- 
barous manner. But ſhe had a double deſign 
in her Complaiſance, to revenge her ſelf on 
the odious Diſturber of her private Pleaſures, 
and ſecure them for the future by the Credit 
ſhe ſhould get with her Husband, by making 
the laſt Sacrifice of a Lover ſhe did not care 
for, for one on whom ſhe doared. Lol | 
By this means ſhe took an Opportunity to 
ſend away a Servant with all ſpeed to her Hus- 
band, to let him know,that the Count was got 
into her Apartment without her knowledge; 
* and that ſhe would amuſe him there till he 
came to puniſh him in Purſe or Perſon, as he 
ſhould think moſt conyenient. 3 
In the mean while, to delude him the more, 
and get to the place moſt fitting for her pur- 
pole, ſhe led him into her Bed-Chamber, to 
raiſe his Mind to hopes and eager deſires 
which ſhe determin'd never to ſatisfie. Poor 
Count Guido now thought himſelf in the very 
direct Road to Happineſs; and the Lady did 
all ihe could to confirm his fatal miſtake by 


' 
: 
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allowing him all the Freedoms he could wiſh, 
except the laſt; till now word was brought, 
5 her Husband was coming, and would not 
e long from her Apartment; that all the Aves 
nues to the Houſe were beſet, and that Revenge 


ſieem' d glaring in his Face. She expreſs d all the 
Confuſion in the World, and the utmeſꝭ Con- 


cern both for his Life and her own. He ad- 
vis'd herto fly with him; thar, - ſhe told him, 
was now impoſſible; but the exigence ad- 
mitting no debate, {he'advis'd him to go out 


of Window by a Cord that ſhe found, and 


while both Ends were fix d to the Bars of the 
Window, to ſit in the middle till he were gone 


and yielded a better opportunity for E- 
ſcape. Neceflity made him take hold of the 
enly way of a Reſpite of his Fate, tho he de- 
clar'd he had rather die, than have her expos'd 
to her Husbands barbarous Cruelty. When 
he was ſeated, and the Caſement clos'd, his 
Head was ſo near it, that he could both ſee and 
hear all that was done in the Room. The firſt 
amazing thing he ſaw, was Biancha flying in- 
$0 the Arms of her Husband, and he as kindly 


receiving her, and then ſhe drawing him near 
the Window, ſpoke aloud to him in theſe 


Words. T heve, my Dear at laſt gos i ito our Por 
that troubleſome Invader of your Honour and mine, 
gſe your own diſcretion in the Puniſhment of the 
45 Intruder, tho I think as Death is his due, ſo 
nothing elje can perfettly ſecure my Reputation, 
ſince by the Treachery of ſome of yoar Family, he 


bas been admitted into im Apartment, and by his 


are violence he has ford himſelf into my Bed. 


— 3 Pp 
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Chamber. What Scandal may he not raiſe ; to. the 
Death of my Repoſe and yours! *Tis true, the 
Riohts of your Bed are yet not contaminated, but 
had you us, mach longer all my Arts could not have 
protected me from his Madneſs. 7 
The Husband in a great fury ask'd where 
he was ? what ſhe had done with him ? and 
whether ſhe did not dally with his Fury ? She 
replied, Turn your Rage againlt a juſt Caſe, and 
let the Count feel your Anger, not me, who have 
with an artful addreſs fixt him where he can neither 
help himſelf nor hurt jou; approach that Niudom, 
and you will find him ready to receive your Chaſtiſe- 
ment, without any poſſivility of eſcaping. 
The Count obſerving them coming to his 
place of retreat, he with a Penknife cut one of 
the ends of the Rope, and ſliding down by it as 
far as he could, choſe rather to venture ſuch a 
mighty fall, and truſt to the clemency of the 
Waters, than to the pity of ſuch a Wife and, 
ſuch a Husband ; fo leaping into the great Ca- 
nal, he was toſs'd about: And now almoſt 
ſpent with ſwimming, he met with a Gondola, 
(as we afterwards were inform'd) which con- 
veying him to ſhore, he immediately left Ve- 


vice in that condition, and died, as Report 


went, on the Road to Ferrara. 


; * 


hus, Sir, (ſaid my little Piece) this Story 


* 9 


makes out what I have told you of the diffe- 
rent nature of this and the common Gold. You 
| ulanful Love is generally attended with Infamy 
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gay likewiſe learn this Moral from it, That 
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grain may not fall to the lot of a thouſand pieces o 
teſſer excellence, Belvoir is worth perhaps 2 
million, and yet 1s not Maſter of a drachm of 
this; whereas Boufoy, who has not the fortieth 
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PFleasꝰd infinitely with this Story and its Mo- 
ral, Task*d him if there was any great quanti- 


ty of this valuable Metal now in the World : 


he aſſur*d me there was, ſince the Tow'r of Da 
nac and all its Avenues were almoſt fill'd with 


it; but that Jupiter being in indignation at the 
Father, for {lighting him as a Gallant for his 
Daughter, and locking her up cloſe till deli-, 
ver'd,and then throwing her and her Child in- 
to the Sea, he ſcatter'd it all round the face of 
the Earth. One grain of this Gold is ſufficient to 
compaſs the extent of your Ambitian or Love; for 
there is no Fortreſs 00 ſtrong, as to be impregnab eto 


it; nor any Heart ſo hard, that it will not ſoften at 


But, ſaid I, ſince ſo ſmall a quantity is able 
to compaſs all our Deſires, how comes about 


that when we offer but a little to bribe a Judge, 


corrupt a Governour, or ſuborn a Confidant, we 
ſeldom or never ſucceed, and yet ſeldom fail 
hen we double the Doſe, and raiſe it to the 
Conſtitution of the Recipient? I find (faid m 
Piece) you have ſoon forgot, or little minded, 


what I told you, That this Metal is ſcatter d over 


the whole World in grains; and ns one 


part of his Wealth, may be much better ſtor'd 


with this Omnipotent Gold: Thus the former 


meets Succeſs in few things, the later in I. 
The Poſitions you advance (faid T) are fo 
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ly oblige me, if you'd but diſcover the Secret 
* of diſtinguiſhing this ſort of Gold from rother. 
This Gold, ſaid he, is like the Materia ſubtilis, 
the wonderful Effects of which are reveaPd by Time 
and Experience, tho it entirely fly the cogntzance 
of all the Senſes. 222 | 
But pray (interrupted I) are not you, who 
now hold this wonderful converſation with me, 
of this admirable Species? No, (ſaid he, in a 
ſort of ſurprize) the thouſandth part of me at 
this time can't claim this Honour. But I begin 
to ſmell your Deſign, and ought immediately 
to put an end to our Converſe, by a Silence 
that may prevent your putting me under a 
confinement that is equally my Fear and my 
Averſion. But ſhould you fo deceive me, the 
Puniſhment would ſoon reach your ſelf, ſince 
contrary to common Opinion, by our Liberty, 
not Bondage, we bring Wealth-to our Owners, 
And this I take to have been the cauſe of my 
ſo often changing my Maſters and my Shape; 
whether they diſcover'd my Talent by my 
Countenance, or that it is my Fate to be a per- 
petual Knight-errant, I know not; but let the 
Cauſe be what it will, Pythagoras himſelf, who 
remember*d ſo many different things in as ma- 
ny different Bodies, never had ſo great a varie- 
ty of Shapes as my ſelf. 
I couldentertain you with abundance of the 
Secrets of Antiquity, as the 1 of the 
Prieſts of Apollo, having long been a piece of 
the golden Tirpod from which they pronounc'd 
all their Oracles; but modern Cheats have put 
thoſe ancient Frauds ſo much out of counte- 


nance, 
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nance, that my Diſcourſe upon the former 
would ſeem too inſipid to entertain you. Tis 
true (an{wer?d I) my Curioſity rather leads me | 

to know the Myſteries of modern Iniquity, in | 
which Tam fo much a ſtranger, that all you 
hall tell me will have the Charm at leaſt of 
Novelty. An 3 0 

In that, aſſum'd he, I can give you an en- ] 

tire ſatisfaction, from the ſcepter'd Monarch I 

to the humble Shepherd, that walks with his 1 
Crook on the Plains ; but I mult tell you, Sir, 
V 

{ 

a 


this is a point ſo very nice to touch on, that if it, 
ſhould be known whence the Intelligence 
came, ſome of the diſoblig'd Great ones (who 
hate Truth more than Merit) would certain- 
ly compleat my Ruin and Miſery, by ſhutting 
me up where I ſhould never more behold the 
glorious Light of the Sun. Jour Fear, replied I, 
feems to me altogether groundleſs, ſince the Stamp 
Jou bear is common to ſo many thouſands, and the 
peculiar Mark of your Excellence ſo inviſible to 
human Eyes. | | 3 
- Being fatisfied with this reaſon, he laid aſide 
all Caution, and diſcover'd ſuch private In- 
trigues of the Fair, the Great, and the Godly, as 
Were as ſurprizing as new: He gave me a full 
account of all the Particulars of the Intrigues of 
the Biſhop of — with the Lady &, and 
ſeveral of the fair Sex: The Adventure of the 
Bell was pleaſant enough, tho' to the mortal 
diſappointment of the Biſhop and the Lady. 
Nor was the Miſtake of the Summer-houſeleſs 
diverting, than an Argument of his Lordſhip's 
Vigour and Good-nature, extending his Bene- 
Eo volence MF .. 
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yolence to the loweſt as well as the higheſt. I. 
could likewiſe tell you by what means the 
Dean of — got the rich Biſhoprick of, 
for which he was more beholden to the fair 
Eyes of Mrs. , than his own great Lear- 
ning or Piety: but theſe are things of an invi- 
dious nature, and I dare not yet reveal em, 
left I ſhould be thought to wound that Vene- 
rable Body thro” the ſides of ſome of its looſe 
Members; tho?, I confeſs, tis hard that thoſe. 
who ſhould have no liberty of ſinning, ſnould 
be the only Men ſecur'd from all Reflections, 
when moſt abandon'd in their Actions; but T 
ſhall not, as matters ſtand, venture to provoke | 
a ſort of People that are more famous for teach- 
ing than practiſing Forgiveneſs : Belides, they 
have been ſo often on the Stage, and fo long 
the Anvil of Satire to no purpole,that *tis hard 
to produce any thing new.on ſuch a Subject. 

: I preſs'd my little Piece to give me a full ac- 
count of the Camp and the Court, which were 

places I had but little acquaintance with. You. 
muſt not (replied he) expect to find Princes 
and Great Men ſuch Gods as their Flatterers 
and Idolaters make 'em, or fo exalted in Wiſ- 
dom and Virtue as in Riches or Degree. Alas! 
their Failings and Follies, as well as Vices, are 
as numerous as thoſe of other Men: Nay, I 
who have been admitted into their Cloſets, 
have been Witneſs of ſuch Tranſactions as the 
meaneſt of their Subjects would have bluſh'd 
at. Theſe Demi- gods, whom ſome Men reve- 
rence as things ot a ſuperiour nature in many 
par- 
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| Facticulars, in all Ages, have diſcover'd them- 


ſelves to be much leſs than Men. 
But tis too late to begin with ſo ample a 


Subject, when the Night is ſo far waſted, that 
you muſt neceſſarily. require ſome hours of 
Repoſe; wherefore I will diſmiſs you with a . 


Story much more light and airy, and which 
will not difturb you with any unpleaſant Re- 
membrances. 


| The Stom of the Mercenary Gallant: 


7 hapned lately that T was in the Service of 


a Lady of Quality and Figure, who. was 
full as amorous as beautiful; but tho? ſhe loy'd 
her Pleaſure much, yet ſhe lov'd her Money 
more, and therefore choſe often to caſe her In- 
dclinations with her Husband, rather than part 

with her Gold to her Gallant. It was her 
Chance to be in love with a young Gentleman 
of a {lender Fortune, tho? he liv'd to the height 
of a bulky one. 

This Lady's Husband being involv'd in ma- 
ny Law-ſuits,was oblig'd to be much in Town 
about the Inns of Court. This furniſh'd the 
young Gentleman with frequent Opportuni- 
ties of preſſing an Amour, in which he had a 
view not only to the Perſon of the Lady, but 


her Wealth, from which he hop'd a ſeaſonable 


Supply to his importuning Occaſions ; but the 
Lady on the other hand, tho? liberal of her Fa- 
vours, was always careful of keeping her Purſe, 
juſtly believing her Charms ſufficient to pur- 
chaſe Lovers, without being at the expence of 


buying 
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Ihe Mercenary Gallant. 


Addreſs ſoon got him free admittance at all 


hours even to her very Cloſet, where he had 


frequently revel'd in her Arms, and by a vigo- 


rous Embrace ſatisfhed her moſt falacious Be- 
ſires; but he had attempted all Ways and Arts 


in vain, to move her Generoſity to grant him a 


little Supply, which was ſo very neceſſary to 


ſupport his Equipage: But one day entring her 
Cabinet, he found her extended on the Couch, 
with her Neck and Breaſts quite bare, and few 
Charms hid from the Eye; but he had been 
too often ſurfeited with Beauties he had not 
now ſo ng a reliſh of, as of a more charm- 
ing rich Necklace which encompaſs'd the Ivo- 
ry Tower of her Neck, and hung down 1n lit- 
tho Croſlets on her Lilly-white Boſom. 

The Gallant lik'd the Prize too well not to 
havethoughts of ſecuring it, as a Pledge at leaſt 


of a Reward of his amorous Services, which he - 


thought was his due. Sleep was his Friend on 
this occaſion, for that held her faſter in its 
embraces than ever; ſo that undoing the Loc- 
ket, (which I then was) he took it from her 
Neck, and, to make a clean conveyance, ſwal- 
low'd the Pearls one by one, like Pills, till the 
whole Doſe was compleated : Then making a 
little noiſe, as if juſt enter'd, he wak'd the fair 
Lady, who expreſs'd a ſmall reſentment for his 
diſturbing her Repoſe; but turning that to 
Raillery, {he ſmiling told him, hene'r took any 
Favour but what was preſented him, and that 
ſhe now perceiv dhe made a Conſcience of his 


. Doings. 8 
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buying them with her Gold. His aſſiduity in 
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P not ſo conſcientious (replied he) Madam, as 
you are pleasd to imagin, nor ars there many who 
make a better uſe of an Opportunity than my ſelf; 1 
always endeavourd to ſteal thoſe Favours that were 
refus d me, and ever valued them moſt which Job- 
tain'd in that manner: Nor can you, Madam, be 
poſitive to my Conduct with you at this time ; nor do 
you know but that I have ſtole ſome dear Favour 
while you were in fo deep a Sleep, and ſo eaſily gain d 
what you would not have granted had you been awake. 
Alas, ſaid ſhe, you are too ſenſible I can deny you 
nothing, and that makes you flight fie minutes f 
Happineſs of which Fortune ſeems to be prodigal 
Jou: I thought you had known our Sex better, who 
are pleasꝰd to loſe that by an agreeable Violence which 
they refuſe to grant on other terms, 
Her Words were ſuch a pleaſant double En- 
tendre on what he had done, that hecould not 
forbear burſting into a laughter; this provok'd 
Her to accuſe him of an unpardonable Indiffe- 
Tence, with ſuch a tone of reſentment, that he 
thought himſelf oblig*d to appeal to her to de- 
cide how well he had improv'd the time of her 
ſleep, by that means to try whether ſhe really 
knew any thing of the Theft he had been guil- 


Ty of. Either (ſaid he) you are 4 % all that 


has nom paſt betwixt us, or you are not; if you are, 
you muſt know that T have not miſimploy d my Time; 
if not, you can't juſtly reproach my Indifference and 
Neglect of an Opportunity, which you know not how 
I have improv'd, | | | 
No Sir, (faid ſhe with a languiſhing Air)) 
have done nothing ; and as I can't enough admire 
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likely to diſturb my Repoſe, 


Being with this Reproach touch'd to the 
nt e began to offer thoſe Civilities ſhe 


feem'd to upbraid him with the omiſſion, of, 
hut ſhe repuls'd him with Diſdain; however 
2 little gentle preſſing ſoon. reconcil'd her to 
his Embraces, by which having appeas'd her, 
and fitting both on the. Couch, the related a 
2 eam ſhe had in the Sleep in Which he found 
. "TT jaw, ſaid ſhe, a wanton Cupid in the ſame 
figurethe is dramn by the Poets and Painters „ with 
Mings on his Shoulders, and his Bom and Quiverby 
his ſide, and in his. Haud a Girdle, which he call 
the Girdle of Venus; methought I was. ſufficiently 
appri xd of the power and vertue of this Girdle, and 
then was deſirous to know what the young Wantor 
— 4 to do mith it; mhen, to my ſurprixe, he tied 
it about my Neck, not my Waiſt, and i old me, whilſt 
Iwore it I ſhould never want Admirers, then ⁊ a- 
uiſb'd out of my fight. Aſſoon as he dl ſappear di the 
Image of a Man preſented it ſelf tu me, whoſe Mein 
and Perſon mere extreamly agreeable to my Fancy, 
and whoſeemd to hade mach of your Air and Coun- 
tenance; he made ſome attempts on my Honour in 
Lain, and more on my Girdle, which whilſt he ſtrove 
to untie, I wald, and found it oni) a Dream. 
But (ſaid the Gallant) if I have really acted all 
' theſs Parts of which you only dream'd, I hope youll 
allow that all-yowt Reproaches were unjaſt. Trac, 
aid ſhe, bat ſince what I have told prov d a Dream, 
Iſball very much ſuſpect the reality of your Preten- 
ſions, So riſing up to adjuſt her felt in the Glaſs, 
0 : D 2 ihe 


be ſure jou ſball watch with ane, becauſe you are not 
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The found her Necklace was gone, and looking 


about the Couch for it in vain, ſhe was not un- 


eaſie, ſuppoſing he had only put that Trick up- 
on her to teaze her a little, and therefore went 
on in this manner: Tos had reaſon (ſaid ſhe) to 
ſtand for the Reality of my Dream, ſince the laſt 
"Man I had to do with has robb'd me of that which 


er my Nect; and, to come to the point, it 


is you that have untied my Necklace; but the Jeſt 
being over, Ipray return my Pearls. 2 

He deny*d the Accuſation, but ſhe thinking 

he had a mind ſtill to carry on the Diverſion, 

ſaid, I prithee reſtore me this Girdle of Venus, 

fence without it Cupid told me I ſhould loſe all my 

Lovers, I will prove the little God a Liar, (an- 


' ſwer'd he) for I my ſelf will love you as long as 1 


live, This profeſſion would have pleas'd her 
at another time, but now being intent on her 
Loſs,ſhe deſir'd him to reſtore the Jewel which 
he certainly had. With an Air of reſentment 
he deſir'd her to ſearch him, and clear him from 
an Imputation ſhe could not in Juſtice lay on 
him, after ſo intimate and long a correſpon- 


dlence as they'd had. She was ſurpriz'd at his 


Aſſurance, and would once more have exami- 
ned the Couch, but he oblig'd her to ſearch him 


all over; ſhe finding nothing about him, lookt 


round the Cloſer, but could meet with nothing 


but the Ribbon and Locker, which he could 
not ſwallow, all {he could do to recover the reſt 


proving in vain; which he perceiving her ex- 
treamly concern'd at, in a gay manner thus 
addreſs'd her: 


8 "2; © f Madam, 


Madam, I believe that your Necklace is become 
4 Priſoner of War, and that you have no way to ro- 
trieve it, but by paying the RO according to the 
Cartel: To be ſhort with you, tho you have Jared 
me all over, I have em conceal'd about me, if you 
can but diſcover the place, they are yours; if not, 
Two hundred pieces muſt redeem em. To ſave her 
Money ſhe renew'd her ſearch, but that pro- 
ving vain, ſhe promis'd the Money on delivery 
of the Pearls; , deſir'd till the next day, but 
could not obtain it, till he told her whither he 
had convey*d 'em. | 

The next day he brought 'em in a fine em- 
broider'd Purſe, and ſhe deliver'd the Ranſom 
agreed on, aſſuring him, That were ſhe but aſ- 
ſur'd of his Fidelity, ſhe could not repent a 
Preſent that his Ingenuity deſervd. Vows 
and Oaths were not wanting, and other Proofs 
of his Flame, which were very pleaſing to a 
Woman of her Inclination, | 
This may ſhew to what Inconveniencies 
Ladies expoſe themſelves, when they truſt 
their Honours to young Fellows who make a 
Trade of Love, and have a greater Paſſion for 
the Vanities of Show, than for the Charms of 
their Miſtreſſes. | 

My little Piece having finiſh'd his Story, I 
laid him down with his Companions, and 
went my ſelf to Reſt, which I found very 
welcome to me, but I fell not to ſleep without 


this and our next Entertainment. 
2 THE 
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a Wiſh for the ſpeedy paſſage of Time betwixt | 
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O 
amus'd my impatience of the Nights return, 
— by ſeeking now for Reaſons from the Philo- 
ſophers for ſuch Events as they never dream'd 
of. At laſt the welcome Shades of Night be- 
gan to ſpread over the Hemiſphere, and a uni- 
verſal Silence in a few Hours ſucceeded, when 
having diſmiſs'd my Servant, and faſten'd my 
Chamber- Door, I ſet all my Gold at Liberty 
on my little Table, and threw my ſelf into my 
Bed in my Night-Gown for my more eaſie 
Converſation With my Golden Diſcoverer 0 
Secrets, that I was extreamly deſirous of ha- 
ving a perfect Account o. 

I had not lain long, but I heard firſt one, and 
afterwards three other pieces began to talk; 
the Adventure was ſo ſurprizing, that I re- 
1 not to interrupt their Converſation, but 
io liſten to their Diſcourſe, hence I might per- 
e ee haps 


Eing fully refreſl yd with Sleep, 1 got up, 
and paſſing away the Day in reading, I 


The Male and Female Favourites. 39 


haps learn ſome things that one might conceal. 
But it was not long before I was oblig'd to 
interpoſe my Authority, tor the preſervation, 
of the Peace. For there was a Guinea, a Sp. 
niſb Piſtole, a Roman Crown, and my little Loajs 
d' Ore engag'd in a deep diſpute, in Which, as 
the Terms went very high, ſo neither would 
yield to the other the preheminence, or even 
allow an Equality of Merit either in War or 
Peace. N 
But the moſt poſitive in this, was my little 
Louis d Ore, who made extravagant Encomi- 
ums on thoſe many Advantages that Fance 
has over all other Nations; the Politeneſs of 
its Natives, and the Valour and Conduct of 
its King. This made me imagine, that my 
little piece had been converſant with Monſ. 
Boileau, and heard what he had wrote of the 
Life of Lews with all the exquiſite Art of Flat- 
tery; and indeed I could not but ask him if 
he had not been admitted to his Counſel ? No 
(faid he) but I ſhould be the moſt ingrateful of 
all things, if I paid not the ſame deterence to 
Lews le Grand, which he pays to us. 
As he was reſuming the praiſe of the gram 
Monarch, he was interrupted by the Spaniſh Pi- 
flole, and with that Air of Haughtineſs which 
is ſo natural to the Spaniard, ſaid, that all other 
Nations were but the ſweepings of the Spaniſh 
Monarchy ; the ſupream Lord of which was 
defign'd by Nature for the Empire of the 
World, and having already the Title of »:of 


Catholic, 
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A bare Name and empty Title, interrup- | 
ted the Roman Crown, is of little importance | 
without ſomething more ſubſtifitial to ſup- | 
port it, But you muſt all own (continu'd he) | 
that all Nations ſubmit to ours, for what we | 
held inthe Time of the old Romans by the 
Sword, we now maintain by the Power of the 
Keys; the greateſt Kings and Princes of Eu- 
rope {till paying their Duty to Rome. Y 
Not ſo falt, (ſaid the Guinea) that time is 
now paſt, for Kings are no longer the Bubbles 
of the Pope; and ſince the days of our good 
King Henn, his Holineſs has been taught, 
that the Subjection of other Princes is very 
3 But if conſcious Worth may 
have leave to boaſt, what Nation can compare 
with the Exgliſb, who are not content to be rich 
and free themſelves when almoſt all the 
World is in ſla very, but extend their Power 
to the Relief of the diſtreſs'd on the Conti- 
nent; ſhewing themſelves as dreadful to the 
Enemy by Land, as on the Seas, which is their 
proper Dominion; and th&? it be a little 
World of it ſelf, yet it is able to ſtrike a Terror 
by the forceof its Arms and the Valour of its 
Natives, into the greater. | 
You have all ſpoke very well (ſaid D on 
the Excellence of the ſeveral Nations whoſe 
Arms you bear, let us therefore adjourn this de- 
bate, and proceed to a diſcovery of thoſe Se- 
erets of the Court, and the Camp, which I 
have been promis d by my little Louis d Ore. 
All agreed to the Subject, but none agreed 
to y. eld the preſerenoę to any other in begin- 
7 N 3 . „ ming 
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ning of his Account; but the matter comin 
naturally before me as Maſter of them all, 
ſoon gave it to the Roman Crown,as being much 
the greateſt Stranger in the parts; and it be- 
ing now the Mode of being fond of e ry thing 
that comes from Itahj, even to their moſt ri- 
diculous Follies and moſt abandon'd Vices, I 
was willing to be in the Faſhion, _ 
Ihe Italian more full of himſelf than the 
Favour which helook'd on as his due from Tra- 
montani, began in this Haughty Air, 
I am not ſurpriz'd that the other Pieces, 
who diſown the Grandeur of holy Rome, ſhould 
contend with me for Preference; but Iam ve- 
ry much ſcandaliz'd at the Catholic Gold for 
ſo impious an Uſurpation, eſpecially the Louis 
Ore, whoſe Maſter pretends to be the eldeſt 
Son of the Church, and its preſent defender a- 
gainſt all its Oppoſers. Nay, tis a ſort of In- 
ratitude not very common, fince had it not 
een for Cardinal Mazarire, an Italian, there 
had been no ſuch thingas either Lewis le Grand 
or Louis POre in Rerum Natura, 
Ihe Monſieur could not forbear bluſhing 
at the Reflection, but told him that Mazarize 
convey'd vaſt Sums of French Gold into Italy, 
but never any thence to France. That is not 
the Queſtion, reply'd the Italian, my Aſſertion 
15, that France ow'd its brighteſt Lemis to Italy, 
that is, to the Manhood and the Inſtructions 
of Cardinal Aa carine. 
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I was apprehenſive of the ill Conſe uences 
of Reflections {0 ſevere, I therefore V. _ 


Authority bid the Lralian proceed while 
relt waited their Turns. 
Before I come to the extraordinary Actions 
and Adventures of the Courtiers and Favou- 
rites of the Court of Rome, where I have been 
converſant (for Gold is more brought to Rome, 
than from thence) I muſt ſay a word or two 
of a Court in general, in which I ſhall ſhow 
the Excellence of that Life above all others, 
the neceſſary Qualities of a Courtier, and the 
prudent Maxims by which the skilful move 
in that flippery Sphere. 
LI have been in the hands of many befides 
Courtiers, and therefore I am acquainted with 
the Common places of thoſe, who have not 
been able to arrive at the Happineſs they rail 
at; they tell you, exeat Aula qui volet eſſe pigs, 
He that would be pious, let him avoid the Court; 
but no Body has ſaid let him avoid the Court 
who would be great, rich, and happy. Now 
which is the molt valuable State let the majo- 
rity of Mankind determine; the pious are few 
and miſerable,their opiniontherefore is of {ſmall 
weight with themany whoaim at Wealth and 
Grandeur. The deſire of Happineſs is natural 
to all Men, and the ſureſt means of attaining 
that can never be juſtly condemn'd, The Spe- 
culative Notions of vain Philoſophers, who ne- 
yer ſo far believed their own Precepts as to put 
them in Practice, may ſerve to lard the Diſ- 
courſes and Harangues of thoſe poor Wretches 
who want Genius and Power to raiſe _ 
ms © ibs Nees 
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felves above the Vulgar. But Men of Spirit 
will rather purſue a Subſtance which in her 
Enjoyment yields them all, they can deſire in 
this World. | 

Virgil diſtinguiſhing the Greatneſs of the 
Romans from other Nations, ſays, 


Excudent alii ſpirantia mollius Ara 
Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultys, 


Orabunt cauſas melizs celig; Meatus AS. 
Deſcribent Radio, & ſurgentia dera diceut: 
Tu regere Imperio Populos Romane, mementg 


He tibi eraut Artes, &c. ——Yirg. 1.6. 


ſhewing, that the height of Humane PerfeQi. 
on was to be able to know the Art of Govern- 
ment. Now *tis evident, that this Art is on- 
ly known to the Courtiers of eve Country; 
the ſtate therefore of a Courtier is the moſt ex- 
cellent of any, even by the Confeſſion of a 
Poet ; a Creature incapable, by a natural diffi- 
dence and neglect of Induſtry, of attaining 
that Happineſs. "pi 
_ Beſides, vulgar Minds are always in pain by 
Tortures of their own creating; or at leaſt that 
ſmell ſo ſtrong of the Nurſery, that a Boy of 
Senſe would be aſham'd of them; theſe are 
Terrors of Conſcience, the Vanity of Immor- 
tality, as if the Soul were to be carry'd from 
the Body to feel Torments unſpeakable, for 


* 


following the dictates of Nature in a higher 
degree than others; as if an Immaterial Being 
could be ſenſible of material Puniſhments, or 
| that it were a Crime to obey the Soveraign 


Law 


—— 
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Law of Self. : preſervation, by the Ditections of 
that Self love, which is founded on Reaſon, and 
implanted in all Mankind in a greater or leſs de- 
gree of Perfection. But a Courtier is free from 
all thoſe Bugbears of the Prieſts, they act by a 
Spirit ſo much above the Vulgar, that they have 
nothing common with them. Not but they 
have ſome Appearances that hold a ſort of like- 
neſs to what the Vulgar call Virtues. For Friend - 
ſhip they have Complaiſance, Aſſurances, and 
mghty Profeſſions, by which if any one be de- 
ceiv'd, it is the fault of his own Ignorance or 
Pride; ; Ignorance, in not knowing that this is on- 
ly Mode, on which no Man ought tolook witha 
ſerious and credulous Eye;Pride in fancying him- 
felf an Exception tothe only general Ruſe that 
= none. For Fidelity they have Self- Intereſt, 
ch ſurer Tye than the Airy Notions of Ho- 
ao and Probity ; for as long as it is their In- 
tereſt to be true to Prince or Acquaintance, ſo 
long is their Fidelity to be depended upon, and 
no longer; It ĩs therefore the Duty of the Prince, 
and Acquaintance, in regard to themſelves never 
to truſt or imploy thoſe whoſe Intereſt they can- 
not make to be true and faithful. 

For Religion they have ſometimes Hf pocriſe, 
that is, where it may be prejudical to their Inte- 
reſt to confeſs the Atheiſt, and there their Parts 
are ſo ſine, and their Addreſs ſo admirable, as to 
impoſe on the Credulous the very Works of In- 
fidelity, for the Effects of Grace, and fo while 
they y play the Devil, paſs for Saints. Inſtead of 
that fooliſh principle of forgiving your Enemies, 
which makes a Man only the Anvil of a 

le 
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thoſe who are reſolv'd to thrive, hold it for a 
Maxim never to be diſpens'd with, that the leaſt 
Oppoſition to their Aims is never to be forgi - 
ven, but reveng d to the laſt degree: this makes 
them tremble, and all others afraid to engage 
them, want of Succeſs in the Attempt being cer: 
tain Ruin. There have indeed been ſome Fools 
in Poſt, who have believ'd it the beſt way to 
take away Oppoſers by Obligations; but they 
are but woful Politicians, not to know that moſt 
Men are more influenc'd by Fear than Grati- 

tude, or a ſenſe of Merit. ' | 
What ſome have argu'd about a Prince, ſome 
good Statſmen hold will reach his Miniſters, and 
ſo by degrees all his Court; and that is, whether 
it is ſafe in theſe great Poſts to be lov d or fear d? 
both indeed ſeem very neceſſary, but ſince it is 
a matter of great difficulty to know the advan- 
tage of both, it is ſafer to be fear d than lov d; 
for we may with juſtice affirm of Men in gene- 
ral, That they are Ingrateful, Inconſtant, Dif 
ſemblers, Fearful of Dangers, Coveteous of Gain: 
While thoſe ro whom they are oblig'd are Prof 
perous, and out of all Danger, all are obſervant 
of them, aſſiduous, offering to ſacriſice their 
Lives and Fortunes, and Children for their Ser- 
vice; but as ſoon as ever Evil Fortune ſhows her 
Face, and frowns en their Benefactor, they all 
fly away, as from Infection and Ruin, and ab 
mob forſwear they ever knew the hopeleſs Vi- 
im, ſo little will they own their Obligations. 
Beſides, Men make leſs ſcruple of offending thoſe 
who aim to be belov'd, than thoſe who endea- 
vour to be fear'd. For Love is TP 
ome 
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ſome Law of Duty; but Mankind being infected 
wich all manner of Diſhoneſty, makes no Scru- 
ple of breaking that Law on the very flighteſt 
occaſion of gratiſy ing his own Profit or Intereſt. 
But on the contrary, Fear ĩs retain d in its De- 
ference by placing perpetually before its Eye 
the Image of the Puniſhment certain, and im- 
pending over its Head: yet is there a Medium in 
too, both for Prince and Miniſters, that this 
point be not pulti d ſo far as not only not to con- 
eiltate Love, but alſo procure Hatred; for it is 
not inconſiſtent that a Man ſhould be at the 
fame time fear d, and yet not hated. That is, 
the Executions muſt be few and ſeldom. 
This being thus pretty well prov'd, it will be 
no wonder that the moſt compleat Stateſmen 
have their Bravo's, their Inſtruments of Fate to 
-  Potfon,Stab; or Suffocate whom ever they pleaſe, 
ada Aandthatſtand'inthe way of their Pride, Luſt or 

Ambition. Theſe things may ſeem ftrange to 
vou, Sir, who have not been converſant: with 
Courts; but you muſt all knov and conſider 

that Books eſpecially have fram'd a fort of Men 

who never in Reality exiſted in the World, that 

is Men of Virtue and Honour, Probity, Sincerityy 
without Self - Intereſt, and the like. For it is 

certain that the manner of Mens living is ſo ve- 

ry different from what the Moral Rules pre- 
ſ{crib'd for the Model of their Lives, that who- 
ever ſhould neglect what is done to purſue what 
oughttobe done, pulls on himſelf a certain Ruin 
inſtead of conſulting his own Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs, which is a Sin againſt himſelf, and by Con- 
ſequence a Sin againſt Nature; for, for any Man i 
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de an Honeſt Man among ſuch a number that 
are Diſhoneſt, muſt find himtelf in great danger 
of Perdition. *Tis therefore, a neceſſary Max- 
im for Princes and Courtiers to conſider how 
they may be in the number of the later, and turn 
it to their own Advantage. It may be ſaid that 
it is to be wiſh' di that all thoſe virtuous Ghy- 
mera's made by Speculation were in Courts; but 
ſince thoſe are not to be had, nor maintain d a- 
gainſt the very Grain of Humane Life, that Pru- 
derice ſupplies all their Places, which can ſo far 
diſguiſe their Vices as to avoid their Infamy, and 
ſecure their Intereſt. For it is a great Accom- 
pliſhment, nay, perhaps the very ſupream Per- 
fection of a Courtier, to know how to put on ſuch 
Shapes as may be conducĩve to his fnrereft;' For 
Men are generally ſo ſimple and ſo obſequious of 
their preſent Neceſſities, that whoever is 'a Ma- 
ſter in the Art of Diſſembling, will ſoon find a 
Bubble, Who wil! (urrender himſelfrobedeceivd 
aim % ole oder bo, 4 
1 ſhall only name 4/exunder the ſixth Pope 
of Rome, in whoſe Cuſtody I was all his Pope» 
dom. He was all Impoſtor, andapply'd his whole 
Study and Exerciſe in all the Arts of Fraud and 
Malice, by which he might deceive all, with 
whom he had to do; nor was he diſappbinted in 
finding Subject matter enough to work on. No 
Man was ever more officious in his Aſſeverati- 
ons; nor had any one ever a more ſpecious and 
plauſible way of taking a ſolemn Oath; nor 
did ever Nature produce a Man that ever per- 
form d leſs of either yet all his Deceit ſtill turned 
to his Account; in bringing Him 1 
| whic 
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which he always propos d; for he was perfectl 
Maſter of the x and Nature * + = 
kind, and of the Art of Deceiving. 
- There's ſtill a greater reaſon for all of my kind 
to ſpeak well of Courts, ſince there is ſtill the 
Golden Age. Gold governs there with an abſo- 
Jute ſway, and with that you may compaſs 
whatever you deſire, and by your Addreſs and 
Management there, you may obtain that Gold 
which obtains all things; nay, it is remarkable, 
-that whereas in all other ſtations of Life you get 
Wealth by Labour, and Exchange of one Com- 
modity for another, here you ſell nothing but 
Words for it, or Truſts, or Dignities, or other 
Titles, which tho' of little value in their own 
nature, yet have ſuch advantageous Perquiſits 
annextto them, that they are very well worth 
the Purchaſe. In Traffic or Trade you deal with 
-a few, and in Things that are inanimate; but at 
Court you deal in Mankind, you fell and buy 
Nations, and make the People your Property, 
while their Seed-time and Harveſt flow all 
into your Pocket. Tis true, all have not an 
equal ſhare of the Crop, yet things are generally 
ſo manag d, that few but find it worth their 
while, and chuſe rather to be a Door-keeper 
there, than a Major Duomo elſewhere. | 
Not to detain you longer in generals, I ſhal 
give you one inſtance of the amazing things 
done by a Lady in Power in the Court of Rome, 

who wanting the Prudence of a Man, let her 
Deſires aim too far, and by robbing all, made 
every one her Enemy: Whereas if the had ſet 
any Bounds to her Avarice, ſhe might have had 

* | Power 
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Power and Wealth with ſecuriry. For if 
any Favourite be ſo wholly devoted to Cove- 
teouſneſs, to have no regard to any thing, he 
only heaps Riches together to ſet other ſuc- 
ceeding Favourites to employ their Power to 
raviih 1 them thoſe enormous heaps from 
which their ill Conduct has baniſh'd all Defen- 
ders. For a Courtier minds not whom he 
plunders, and he that is likely to yield the 
lowelt Spoil, is the molt likely to be made a Sa- 


crifice to others; 


The Hiſtory of Donna Olympia, Siſter- 
in-lam and Favourite of Pope Innocent 
the Xth: 


N the Time of Innocent the Xth, I was 
part of the Chain which Donna Olympia 
wore when ſhe was yet under the Circum- 
ſtances of no extraordinary Fortune, and was 
therefore hung up in her Cloſet when ſhe got 
Jewels more rich in her Adminiſtration of 
the Popedom. By which means I became a 
Witneſs of many of her fecret Intrigues of 
State and Amour. She was of the Family of 
Maldachini, that made but a little Figure in 
Rome; till ſhe rais'd it by her Intereſt in the 
Pope. She was marry'd young, and diſco- 
cover'd from her Childhood an Ambition of 
Rule, in her Childiſh Plays always giving 
Laws to her Play-fellows. Being come to Age 
of Marriage, ſhe refuſing to turn Nun, was 
marry*d to Signior Pamphilio, Brother ro Gio- 
E vanni 
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vanni Baptiſta Pamphilio, ho wasafterwards 
Pope Innocent the Xth. By him having had ſe- 

veral Daughters and but one Son, her Affecti- 
ons grew weak to her Husband, but ſtrong to 

his Brother the Abbot, afterwards Biſhop, 
and Cardinal, and Pope; for the Husband 
would maintain his Prerogative as Maſter, ne- 
ver conſulting her in any of his Affairs, but 
the Brother never did any thing without her 
Advice, which made him in her Eye ſeem beau- 
tiful and charming, tho' the moſt forbidding 
and ugly of any Man breathing; and her Hus- 
band diſguſtful and loathſom, tho' a Man of 
tolerable Appearance. She oftner went in 
the Brothers than Husbands Coach, and was 
more often with him in the Cloſet, than her 
Husband in Bed; ſo that he frequently could 
not tell where to ſind either Brother or Wife, 


they being perpetually together. 


Nor can this appear ſo extraordinary, if 
you do but conſider that moſt of the Prelates 
of Rome oblige the ambitious Ladies, by ad- 
mitting them into their Council, and follow- 
ing their Directions in the moſt holy and im- 
portant Affairs. But the Abbot Pamphilio be- 
ing too ſenſible of his forbidding Face, could 


not be very engaging with a Lady of ſo ma- 


ny fine Qualifications as to Shape and Perſon 
as Donna Oùympia, preſented her with a Charm 
more powerful than Youth or Beauty, the 
entirediſpoſal of his Will. 'Þ 

Perhaps it will not be ingrateful to you to 


. give youa ſtretch of the Character of the Na- 


ture of this Lady, betore I give you an Account 
1 885 | ' WE: 
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of her Story, and ſhow her in that Power 
which was ſo formidable to Rome, and had 
like to have been ſo fatal to her ſelf at the laſt. 
In the Company of the Ladies ſhe {poke lit- 
tle, but ſhe abundantly retriev'd that Tacitur- 
nity by her Loquaciouſneſs among the Men. 
She us'd to ſay, that ſhe had not Words enough 

to throw away on that Sex, from which ſhe 
could learn nothing of Conſequence or Value. 
Among the Men, her Diſcourſes werealways 
ſupported by Reaſons of State, and embelliſh'd 
frequently with ſome Maxim or Sentence, 
Her Memory was fo happy, that by reading 
or hearing any thing once over, ſhe would ne- 
ver forget it. She could not ſubmit to the 
Opinion of another , without doing her 
[Temper the laſt violence, deſiring rather to pe- 
riſh with her own Opinion, than live and proſ- 
per by the Advice of another. She was co- 
vetous to a degree, ſo abandon'd, that ſhe 
could not endure to hear any body fo much as 
talk of or mention the Bounty of others ; nay, 
ſhe made a Virtue of her Vice, by this Maxim, 
that Nomen were made to gather together, and not 
to diſperſe. She often chang'd her Servants, 
that they might not by long continuance with 
her grow too familiar with her Conduct; ſhe 
ſeldòm went to the Balls, Feaſts and Enter- 
tainments of the Roman Ladies, that ſhe might 
not be oblig'd to make the like. The Oſten- 
tation of her Charity to the Poor Religious, 
got her ſome Reputation of Devotion, tho" the 
meer effect of Vain-glory, never doing any 
Charity that had not firſt been carry'd 1 * 
: ES the 
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the Palace in Proceſſion in the Eyes of the Peo- 
ple; but even thoſe ſhe laid afide as ſoon as ſhe 
was got into the Vatican. She gave her Son 
no Education, fo that he could ſcarce read at 
Twenty, leſt Learning ſhould rouſe his Spi- 
rits, and make him interfere with her in the 
management of the Houſe of Pamphilio, Her 
Table was penurious, and yet ſhe made her 
Steward bring in lis Accounts every day to a 
farthing. She was prodigal of Compliments, 
and gave larger Promiſes than any one could 
deſire of her, being admirably dexterous at 
evading all ſhe had to promis'd, with Excuſes 
adapted to the Perſon and Circumſtance of 

the matter. 5 
The Abbot Pamphilio is now made a Cardi- 
nal, and all his Favours diſpens'd by Donna 
Ohmpia, who firſt taught him the Art of Diſh- 
mulation, tho? it be as ancient as principal Cu- 
ſtom of the Court of Rome. Toward the later 
end of Urban VIII, ſhe thought every moment 
an Age, ſince from a calculation of his Nativi- 
ty ſhe found he would arrive at the higheſt 
Dignity of the Church in the 7oth Year of his 
age: when Urban dy*d, and the Cardinals were 
going into the Conclave, ſhe took leave of her 
Brother-1n-law thus; Perhaps I ſhall ſhortly ſee 
* youu Pope, but never more Cardinal, Were you but 
Popels, replied he, I would willingly relinquiſh my 
(lam. Being contrary to expectation cloſe, 
Me threw open the Gates of her Brother-in- 
law's Palace, to be rifled by the People, with a 
great deal of ſeeming ſatisfaction, having firſt 
ſecur'd the beſt and moſt valuable of the Goods, 
I 1 tho” 
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tho? ſhe had ſaid but a few days before, That on 
condition her Brother-in-law were choſe Pope, (be 
would not only ſacrifice the Palace, but her ſelf, to 


the People. 
Soknown a Favourite ſoon drew all the Vi- 


ſit;, and all the Addreſſes of every Pretender, 
to Donna Olympia ; and the firſt thing ſhe pro- 
cur*d at Court, was the Ruin of the Barben, 
Favourites of the former Pope, getting their 
Abbeys and other Revenues into her on poſ- 
ſeſſion, imprudently ſhewing an Example how 
ſhe ſhould be us'd her ſelf on the deceaſe of the 
preſent Pope her Protector; for ſhe exceeded 
all the Barbarini had done, and diſpos'd of all 
the Court Affairs, public and private: And to 
ſecure *em the better, ſhe got her Son Camillo 
made a Cardinal, and (as firſt Nephew to the 
Pope) declar'd Cardinal Patron, not out of At- 
tection to him as her Son, but to wreſt the ma- 
nagement of Affairs out of the hands of Panci- 
rollo, and put *em where ſhe ſhould naturally 


diſpoſe and direct em at her pleaſure. 


1 he Amours of Camillo and the Princeſs 
of Roflana. Kat 


Amillo was a very young Man, as much 
unqualified for, as little deſirous of the 
Dignity ; he had a Soul more inclin'd to affairs 
of Love than affairs of State; his Heart was 
already on fire, by the Beauty and Perfections 
of the young Princeſs of Roſſana, whoſe Hul- 
band being old, was not thought ſo agreeable 


70 her Inclination as a Prince {0 young as Ca 
| a 3 m:illo, 
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millo, and whoſe near Relation to the Pope 
gave a Proſpect of all that a moderate Ambi- 
tion could deſire. 

The Prince of Roſtana, beſides his Age, was 
more infirm by an old Paralitick Diſtemper, 
which had ſome time confin'd him to his Bed: 
He was very fond of his young Wife, and ſhe 
very complaiſant to him, and being Miſtreſs 
of a Raman Diſſi mulation, diſguis'd her Diſguſt 
ſo art fully, that it paſs d with him for a ſincere 
Tenderneſs. She never ſtirr'd from him but 
when ſhe went to Church, where Camillo was 
always ready to receive her; ſo dividing her 
hours of liberty betwixt Heaven and Love, ſhe 
always return'd home in ſo ſhort a time, that 
the old Prince could have no ſuſpicion of any 
other cauſe of her abſence than Devotion. 

But theſe frequent meetings had made Love 
{pread his Empire in both their Hearts, Camil- 
408 Perſon was extreamly charming, but his 
ignorant Education denied him thoſe few Qua- 
lities of Mind that are more valuable. Ihe 
Princeſs, beſides a beautiful Perſon, was Mi- 
ſtreſs of a ſprightly Wit, and a Spirit equal at 
leaſt to the degree of her Dignity. 
The old Prince proving worſe, ſhe was more 
confin'd, till at laſt ſhe could not ſtir out at all; 
and her Prudence had ſtrictly enjoin'd him to 
tend her no Letters, not doubting but the old 
Prince's Neath would ſoon ſet her at liberty to 
de what ſhe o 
While ſhe was thus confin'd, and Camillo in 
rain for an Abſence he could only ſupport by 
bh hopes that it would be ended ſoon, by ha- 
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ving her in his Arms as his own, his Mother's 
Ambition interfer'd with his Paſſion, and, un- 
known to him, has him. aſſum'd to the Scarlet 
Robe and Hat, and-declar'd firſt Nephew and 
Cardinal Patron, This made ſo much noiſe in 
Rome, that the Princeſs of Roſtana could not 
long remain ignorant of a Change ſo fatal to 
her Repoſe; the Rage and Fears it gave her 
were beyond expreſſion, but had the good for- 
tune to be happily cancePd by the Death of 
her Husband, ſo that they were all taken for 
Offerings to his Monument, where ſhe ſoon 
after plac'd him in a magnificent manner, he 
having added all his to her vaſt Fortune. 

Notwithſtanding her green Widowhood, 
ſhe could not refrain upbraiding the new Car- 
dinal with his Fickleneſs and Infidelity, where- 
fore by a Confidant ſhe ſends him this Letter ; 


Ho Contempt is more your due than Anger, yet 

I can't but let you kngw my Reſentments ; the 
form would have the defer my declaring them till the 
Prince has been longer in his Grave, yet Anger can- 
not liſten to the cold remonſtrances of cautious For- 
mality. Jou Men are range unaccounteble Ant. 
mals : Ipray what did q Propoſe to your ſelf by 
amuſing me with your Loni Aftection, when you 
had none, nay, when you dend to diſclaim all 
manner of honourable Preten(iongghy preferring Am- 
bition to Love? Did you thin m ſugh a Trifle, 
that you might abuſe my Credulity without any Pu- 
niſhment, becauſe I'm a weak Woman, you a Pope's 
Nephem, and exalted to the-ſacred Purple? 2 
not your ſelf or me, you are not above reſentment, 
8 E 4 nor 
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nor I unable to revenge. I confeſs, I, mould willing: 


ly hear what you have to ſay, beforæ A utterly con- 
aemn you, Farewell, tt 
, | bo 5 by 2 | 
He ſoon return'd her this Anſwer, not a lit- 
tle pleasꝰd that ſhe was now a Widow, and at, 
liberty to diſpoſe of her ſelf according to her 


Anclinations. 


My charming Princeſs, | 
Hie I dread your Anger more than that of all 
the Powers on Earth, yet at this time I had 

ach rather cauſe your Anger to write, than that 
your Tndifference ſhould keep you ſilent : There is 4 


Charm in your dear Anger, that makes me ſee I am 


not indifferent to the moſt beautiful Princeſs in the 
World, Believe not, Madam, that I think my ſelf. 


out of the reach of your Revenge, if I could be va- 
luntartly guilty of any thing, that could juſtly pro- 
woke your Indignation; for, Madam, you'll alwates 
have it in your power to puniſh megbecanſe you'll ever 
be able to make me willrable with a Fromn; but I 
beg you to ſaſpend your Anger till Jam able to con- 
Vince you by an Interview, where I may tell you what 
es not ſo convenient to commit to Paper, Appoint 
your 1 ime, and I will commit my ſelf to you, to pu- 
uiſb or abſolve as yon felt find me guilty or inno- 
cent. Adien. 


The PrinceſFwas not a little appeas'd with 
this Letter from Cardinal Camillo, and took 
care to appoint him to come the next Evening 
after it was dark to her Palace, where ſhe or- 
der'd all things tor his private reception. The 
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Room ſhe receiv'd him in was all hung with 
black, and illuminated with ſome few white 
Wax Tapers, where ſhe attended him on a 
mourning Couch, in a dejetted poſture, from 
which ſhe aroſe as he came near her, ina very 
humble and ſubmiſſive manner: Ha! my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, #s this the Habit of a Lover? My adora- 
ble Princeſs, (replied he, kneeling down and 
taking hold of her Hand, on which he fix'd a 

ola burning Kiſſes) his is not indeed the 
Habit of a Lover worthy you, but of an unhappy - 
Creature made 4 Victim to the Ambition of à cruel 
Mother, who has no regard to the tender Sentiment 
of an amorous Soul, Ambition and Avarice take 
up all her Thoughts, and Nature gives her uo con- 
ſideration for my Jouth; Inclinations abhorrent of 
the Dignities to which ſhe has (againſt my mill) com. 
pePd me to wreſt from the hands of Pancirollo, the 
managing of all Affairs. But (interrupted the 
Princeſs) muſt we now put an end to all your.Vows, 
and cancel all thoſe Aſſurances you have given me 
of a Faith inviolable? Muſt all be ſacrific'd to 4 
Mother? That will indeed be a Proof of your Obe- 
dience, but how agreeable to your Honour, I leave 
to your ſelf. Alas, Madam, replied Camillo, if 
Jay can yet credit a Man you have but too much rea- 
ſon not to believe, ſince any thing could make him 
take a ſtep that was not anſwerable to that Love 
which you have inſpirꝰd, yet believe me, I will have 
20 regard tu her Impoſitions ; I am not yet bound in 
Prieſts Orders, 1 can but throw up all theſe foreign 
Dignities, and lay aſide the er theſe Trappings 
of proud Titles, if you would but receive me into 
aur Favour, which I confeſs I have forfeited. A 


fare 
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ſure your ſelf, Madam, that it lies wholly in you to 
direct my Actious, and ] am either Camillo your 
Adorer and Husband, or elſe the wretched Cardi- 
nal Patron, mbam all his Power can afford no ſatis- 
faction, while it gives you any Pain, and deprives 
me of all that can make me eaſie. Can you' orgiue 


me] Can you receive me again into Favour? Can 


you give me any Hopes, that I ſhall not alwaies ſigh 
in vain, but be at laſt permitted to call you mine, 
without fear of Separation? Speak, my Goddeſs, 
on you only my Fate depends; you alone can make 
we happy or miſerable. | Vinx 
Alter a little pauſe, with her Face cover'd 
with Bluſhes, at laſt ſhe made this Reply. If 
you, my Lord, can quit this Grandeur for my fake, 
I cannot be ſo ungratefal as to diſtruſt the ſincerity . 
of your Profeſſions ; and as I then ſhould with rea- 
7 believe that you lov'd me above all things, ſo I 
do not find any Diſpoſition to make you a Return un- 
ſuitable to jour Deſerts, Do therefore ns your Love 
prompts you, keep not my Heart in ſuſpence, nor 
urge me by Diſſimulation to betray my innocent Sen- 


timents, ſo as to yield you matter of Triumph, and 


me of Diſgrace; for as ] cannot reſiſt your Ten- 
aerneſs, fo I will not bear your Neglect, — —- 
This Converſation ended with mutual Aﬀu- 
rances of inviolable Love; and a convenient 
time for the decency of Widowhood bein 
now over, Camillo lays aſide the Purple, to the 
turprize of all Rome, the joy of the Princeſs, 
and the indignation of the Pope and Donna O- 
Hhmpia, when his Marriage to the Princeſs fol- 
ow'd very near his renunciation of the Cardi- 
nals Cap. The Pope and his Mother, _ a 
42%, TIE 6 long 
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long debate, reſolve to baniſh both Camillo and 
the Princeſs, Donna Olympia fearing the Wit 
and Beauty of the Princeſs would win ſo on 
the amorous Heart of the old Pope, as to be a 
dangerous Rival of her Ambition ; making no 
manner of doubt, but that the Pope would be 
better pleas'd to have to do with a young 
Niece, than an old Siſter-in-law, | | 

This Reſolution being taken, Donna Olym- 
pia ſends for her Son, and in her Cloſet accu. 
ſes him of Folly and Undutifulneſs, where he 
gave her a full account of all the Progreſs of 
his Love, as I have told you, and beg'd her 
mediation with the Pope, to forgive his tollow- 
ing the Dictates of his Paſſion, ſince it had di- 
rected him not only to one of the fineſt and 
moſt accompliſh'd Ladies of Rome, but alſo on 
of the greateſt Fortunes. But Reaſon and Na- 
ture were of little force with a Mother to her 
only Son; for, redoubling her Reproaches, ſhe 
bid him be gone and never fee her more, but 
retire to his ſſoathful Grotto's with his fine Wife, 
and leave the World to be manag'd by thoſe of 
greater Genius: So ſhe flew out of the Cloſet 
and left him to reflect on his Fate. 

But Donna Olympia return'd to the Vatican 
and ſet her ſelf entirely to make the beſt of 
her Market, and to ingroſs all ſhe could ſcrape 
together, either by Raillery, Extortion, or Op- 
preſſion. She reduces the Pope's domeſtic Ex- 
_ pences, that ſhe might pocket all ſhe could; 
no Judge Criminal was made, but by her re- 
commendation, to whom {ſhe gave inhuman 
Inſtructions to gratifie her Ayarice, ordering 
R 
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them to regard not the Blood, but the Purſe 
of the Guilty, commonly ſending to em for the 
Redemptions, pretending ſhe would lay 'em 
out for the benefit of the Poor; ſo that the 
Judges aiming to make ſome advantage to 
themſelves of their Poſts, brought Extortion 
and Oppreſſion to its utmoſt extent. In fine, 
whatever Office at Court fell, Donna Ohmpia 
diſpos'd of it; the Officers of the Datory were 
to keep thoſe in ſuſpence who pretended to Ec: 
eleſiaſtical Benefices, till ſhe had fully inform'd 
her ſelf of their value; and thoſe who offer'd 
moſt, without any conſideration of Capacity 
or Deſert, were made Biſhops, Abbots, &c. but 
they muſt firſt bring the full value of the Place, 
her rates being, that an Office of i 000 Crowns 
a'Year, that laſted but three, ſhould pay her 
one Years Income; if fix Years, double; and 
ſo in proportion: but if it were an Office for 
Life, ſhe would not bluſh to ask the Moiety of 
the Revenue for the firſt twelve Years : Some 
Biſhopricks lay vacant more than five Years 
together, (ihe receiving the Profits all the 
white) becauſe ſhe could not meet with a Chap 
that would come pp to her rate. | 
An Abbot of Naples to raiſe 20000 Crowns 
tor Donna Ohmpia for a Bifhoprick in her 
Gift, perſuaded his Brothers to joyn in ſelling 
all the Paternal Eſtate ; which, with all their 
Credit, could juſt come up to the Purchaſe ; 
but the Abbot dy'd before he was well ſet- 
tled in his Seat, which by that means return'd 
to Donna Oly-pia, and the ſoon fold it 1 5 
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for the ſame ſum, while the Abbots fooliſh Fa- 
mily was ruin'd by his Ambition. 
The fair Princeſs her Daughter-in-law had 
by this time a luſty Boy, but her Malice gave 
out to the Pope and many others, that Don 
Camillo was incapable of Generation, and that 
the Princeſs muſt have found ſome more ſub- 


ſtantial help to impregnate her. This was 


believ'd by the Pope, becauſe ſhe ſaid it, but it 
did not influence Camillo to a Jealouſie he was 
otherwiſe apt enough toentertain,butin pique 
of honour itreviv*d his now languiſhing Love, 
and made his Princeſs have a ſhort ceſſation 
of thoſe ill Humours which Poſſeſſion had ſuf- 
fer'd at laſt to appear. Tho" ſhe gain'd nother 
point in embroiling the Happineſs of ſo near 
a Relation, ſhe purſu'd that of her Avarice ſo 
impetuouſly, that the Priſons were full of In- 
nocent Perſons, and the Streets of the Guilty, 
theſe preventing their Confinement by a Bribe, 
and thoſe conſtrain'd to remain in Cuſtody till 
they could purchaſe their Enlargements. 
But there was a Roman Gentleman, confi= 
dent of his own Integrity, ſwore that Donna 
Ohmpia ſhould never touch a farthing of his 
Money; and to ſecure this, took his Son from 
a Clerk's Office, which he was in, left he 
ſhould be oblig'd to make any Petition to her: 
But all in vain, Donna Ohimpia was not ſo ea- 
ſily to be avoided, for ſhe hearing his Reſolu- 
tion, ſoon drew him into her Net. She or- 
der'd a Sbirro to pick a Quarrel with him, and 
gave hum opprobious Language, which the 
Gentleman being unable ro bear, ere 
him 


% 


67 The Gor DEN Soy. 


him with a Box or two on the Ear. He was 


upon this ſeiz' d, carry'd to Priſon, and con- 


gemn'd to dye for contempt, and ſtriking a 
public Miniſter; ſo that to fave his Life, he 
Was oblig'd to preſent Donna Olympia with a 
Purſe, and pay a conſiderable Sum into the 
. 
Tou may perhaps wonder, Sir, at a Woman 
paſt threeſcore years of Age toiling nię Nan 
day, without allowing her ſelf any Reſt, when 
hie could not make uſe of what ſhe had alrea- 
dy attain'd. But, Sir, if you meaſure tlie 
onduct of Courtiers and Favourites by com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, you would make them 
mad Feople. But they have a Pleaſure pecu- 
Har to themſelves; for great Power and great 
Riches are things that yield more Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction than the reſt of the World 
imagine. What tho' the People were fo pro- 
vok d by her Thirſt of Gold, that when they 
ſaw her Coach paſs by, they came up rudely 


to't, and call'd her Whore, and were ſo rude, 


that The was fain to make her Eſcape to a Mo- 
naſtry, and ſo to the Palace, and have his Holi- 
nefs to qualify their Indignation with a Daub 
of a quantity of Bread. Nor did ſhe mind 

the ſcurrilious Ballads ſung of her about the 
Streets all the Nights; thoſe diſagreeable 


Thoughts being loſt in her Power, ſince there 


was no talk in the Palace but of Donna Olympia; 
Donna Olympia here, Donna Olympia there, all 
Letters were deliver'd to Donna Olympia ; 
Memorials were no longer given to the Pope, 
but to Donna Olympia, Preſents were daily 
a re mount 
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mounting the Stairs of the Vatican, whence 
none ever return'd. Theſe Glories made 
Donna Ohmpia an ample amends for the hate 
of the People. In ſhort, ſhe got in the Ten 
Days before Pope Innocent dy*d, half a Million 
of Money; e ery one making haſt to purchaſe 
while yet Donna Ohmpia could fell. Among 
the reſt, there was a Canon who had made a- 
bove an hundred Applications for a Biſhoprick 
in vain, proffering Donna Olympia but 5000 
Crowns, whereas ſhe demanded eight, and 
tho? he advanc'd to 6000, ſhe would by no 
means abate the two thouſand, till now the 
Pope was dying, ſhe ſent for him to come to 
her, and ask'd him if yet he continu'd in the 
fame mind, but finding him a little cool in 
the matter, aſſuring her, that through a vio- 
lent Temptation of the Fleſh he had ſpent 
two thouſand on a fair Lady for the Favours 
ſhe had granted him. Well, well, (ſaid Donna 
Olympia)then you have four thouſand left,maſte 
haſte and bring them to me, that you may not 
loſe what I have thus long kept for you, for 
J would not loſe the Satisfaction of having 
preſented ſo worthy a Man to the Biſhoprick, 
while the Church wants ſuch able Paſtors as 
you. Thus he was declar'd Bp. the minute 
he gave into Donna Olympia's hands the 4000 

Crowns. | | 
The Pope dying, after three months con- 
teſt Alexander the VIIth was choſe, he began to 
proſecute her on millions of Complaints, but 
the Plague interrupted the Cauſe, by carry- 
ing off Donna Olympia at Orviettog. 
Here 
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Here niy little Roman Piece made a ſtop; 
and ILexpreſs d my Satisfaction at an Account; 
which contain'd {6 odd a Story as that of Ohm. 
pia, valuing my ſelf on my own Happineſs of 
deg no Subject where ſuch arbitrary doing3 
might take place. i 2 8 5 
- Your Roman Courtiers (began the Louis d Or) 
is ſomething different from any of France, 
you have nothing in chace there but Money 
and Power; we have often more gay Purſuits; 
at leaſt we mingle a Gallant Air with our ſe- 
vereſt Politics. Monſ. Fouquet was a very 
great Favourite, and Intendant of the Finan- 
ces; he had Ambition enough, and made uſe 
of the Happineſs of having his Maſter's Ear 
to the Advancement of many of his Creatures. 
For it is natural for all Miniſters of State and 
Favourites to place their Friends and Crea- 
tures about the Prince, becauſe they are Spies 
oh their Enemies, and fortify their own Inte: 
reſts. It is true, that it is dangerous for a Prince 
to have the Creatures of any one Favourite 
only about him, they looking more on the In- 
tereſt of him that immediately rais'd them, 
than the Service of the Prince, who was but 
the diſtant Cauſe of their Advancement; they 
only ſerve for Watchmen about the Soveraign; 
ny caſting Nets, Chains and inviſible Hands up- 
on him, ſhutting up his Prince by this means. 
This Method gave Monſ. Fouquet ſecurity in 
all the Extravagance of his Amours. There 
Was no Lady at Court, that had any fhare of 
Charms, but he felt a Tendre for her; nor any 
972 Tl one 
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one whom he fancied, but he attempted ; nor 
attempted any one, but he Tens ae Not by. 
the Beauty or Comlineſs of his Perſon, for that 
was very diſagreable; nor by the Vigor of his 
Youth, or Fineneſs of his Addreſs, for he was 
above fifty, and unhappy in a very Unharmo- 
nious Utterance: But having the Whole Ex- 
chequer of France at his command, he was 
Maſter of many pieces of this excellent Gold of 
which I have already diſcours'd. Nor is the 
Wonder extraordinary, that Court Ladies are 
ſo complaiſant, to proſtitute their Bodies to the 
moſt. powerful Man of the Court, who could 
uſe ſuch prevailing Arguments as Piſtoles to 
compaſs his Ends. 4 


The Story of Monſ. Foucquet and Madan! 
F the Counteſs of ——— 


Bi what was now extraordinary, was 
0 


his Amour with Madam the Counteſs 

—=, a Lady of a great deal of Beauty, and 
no lefs renown'd for her Virtue than her Wit 
and Underſtanding. She never came to Town, 
but liv*d in a Country Seat with her Husband, 
who was a Gentleman of an ancient Family, 
and had long held his Title, but his Eſtate was 
very much ſhatter'd, and ſcarce ſufficient to 
keep 'em in that Splendour which his Quality 
requir d. | 
It happen'd that Monſ. Foucquet, in his Pro- 
greſs came to her Husband's Chateau, as the 
only place fit to receive him 5 thoſe parts; * 
> ba. 


— — 


— 


66 Phe GolDpEN Ser. 


Reception was anſwerable to his Dignity, and 
the hopes the Count had tliat this Opportunity 


might be ſo improv'd, as one day to put him 
into a Poſt that might ſupply the defects of his 
Eftate: (tho* in that he might have been de- 


ceiv'd, had not his Lady's Eyes brought firon- 


ments for his Service than his Merit, 


es Me 
nce Merit is a thing little minded by Cour- 


vers.) -* | I 

By that time the Count had a little refreſſi d 
the Stateſman, Supper was ready; and, to 
make the Entertainment Compleat, Madam 
the Counteſs was at the head of the Table. 


Monſ. Foucquet, tho? ſomething tir'd with the 


fatigue of his Journey, yet he was extreamly 


' ſenſible of her Charms; every Look he caft on 


her, and e'ry Word ſhe utter'd, encreas'd his 
Flame; fo that by that time Supper was o- 
ver, and his Appetitefatisfy*d with eating, his 
Heart was fuller of Love. He had not been 
us'd to ill Succeſs in his Amours,and therefore 
had the leſs doubt of the hke in this. He only 
contriv'd to find ſome means of delaying his 
departure a little while, till he could either 
perſuade the Husband to Court, or the La- 
dy to his Bed. And he was not long about 
the matter; for walking after Supper with the 
happy Pair in the Garden, he pretended to 
flip and fprain his Ankle, ſo much that he was 
carry'd to his Chamber, and there attended 
both by the Count and his Lady, they hoping 
dy Afhduity at this Occaſion to lay ſome Ob- 
ligation upon him to have a favoutable Eye 


to their Afmairs. ö N 
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This pretended illneſs kept him there ſome 
days, while the diligence of his fair Hoſteſs 
ave him frequent opportunity of telling her 
is Paſſion, and that he was the greateſt wretch 
alive without her immediate Compaſſion. Gal. 
kntrys of this Nature, tho*:not fo common in 
the Country as City, yet enough eſtabliſh'd 


_ ety where in Fante, made all his Addreſſes 


paſs for Compliments of that Nature. But the 
Counteſs being left with him one day, and 
no body by but his own Servants, they had 
the wit to withdraw by degrees till they leſt 
him alone. When he preſs d his Paſſion with 
all the Eloqence he had, he ſeiz'd her 
Hand, and gave it a thouſand Kiſſes; nor fatis- 
fy'd with what but enflam'd him more, he 
raviſh'd ſome from her roſie Lips, which ſhe 
receiving with the utmoſt diſdain, was lea- 
ving the Room, but ſhe could not diſengage her 
felf from his Arms in a minute; which time 
he us'd to mollifie her back with aſſurance of 
a preſent of 20000 Louis d Ores for the Favour, 
which would be a Profit not Injury to her 


Husband, whoſe Eſtate ſtood in need of ſo 


powerful a Relief. She by this time had got 
free from him,and left the Room, which Monſ. 
Foucquet did not at all endeavour to hinder, 
aſſuring himſelf that he had ſhot ſuch a, gol- 
den Dart at her Perſon, that the more ſhe re- 
flected on it, the more favourable Effects her 
Thoughts would produce. | 
The Count returning, found his Lady in 
Tears, and with no little difficulty got our of 
her the Cauſe.” The Count _ been at cn 
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and knew what a latitude: was there allowed 


in Addreſs to the Ladies, and was not therefore 


much ſurpriz d or diſpleas'd at the Adven- 
ture. The Twenty thouſand Louis d' Or's are 
perpetually in his Head, and he began to rea- 
ſon a little Philoſophically on the Subject. My 


Eſtate is eating out with a deep Mortgage; 'T 
ha ve not hopes of any Redreſs in a Redempti- 


on,B Lam out of all ways of Preferment; here are 
20000. Piſtoles in ſubſtantial good Gold, an Ar- 
my enough to drive away all my Neceſſities; 
the obliging the only Man that can make my 
Fortune, and raiſe me to what height he 
pleaſes. And what he ſeeks, what is it? a 
e 7 vet of an imaginary Treaſure, for 
which he pay 

may loſe whenever my Wife pleaſes, to ſome 
Scoundrel for nothing. I have no other Te- 
nour of it but her Will or Humour. ?Tis true, 
ſhe has yet been very virtuous; at leaſt I have 
not been able to diſcover the contrary; and 
that is all the Ground J have for my Satis- 


faction. But if ſhe has hitherto been Chaſte, 
how can I be ſure but my Page or my Chap- 
lain may find an opportunity of pleaſing her 


ſome time or other, and if a wanton one likes 

her Man, ſhe will deny him nothing. Since 
Therefore the trifle is ſo ſmall, that Foucquet 
would give ſo much for, and that very trifle 
depends on a ſecurity ſo much more trifling, 
_ a'Womans Virtue, that is Humour, I think 
it is the white ſpot of my Fate, and not to 


male uſe of it to my own happineſs, would be 


Aſin againſt my ſelf. 


Arm'd 


e pays me with a real. It is what I 


c 
| 
i 
| 
I 
0 
\ 
] 
t 


A 4 a . - 2X W owe ii. 


— — 7 — — wot 


—— 


„ 
- is = 


Monſ. FoucqQueT'*s Amonrs. 69 
Arm'd with theſe ' good Reſolutions, he 
charg'd his Lady to be as complaiſant as flie* 
could, and to raiſe his Deſires, and by that 
means his Price; and let her know; that if ihe” 
ſhould liſten to the Stateſman's propoſals fo 
far as to {ſurrender her Perſon into his Arms, 
provided ſhe ſecur*d the Sum, he ſhould count 
it rather an Obligation than an Offence, She 
expreſs d her Reſentment at his Baſeneſs to a 
very high degree, and could not be brought 
into his Company while ſhe ſtay'd, except at 
Meals, whence ſhe always retir'd as ſoon as 
they were over. | 
Ihe Count in the mean while addreſs'd to 
Foucquet for ſome Poſt of Honour, that might 
put him into a capacity of retrieving his ſin- 
king Family; and the Courtier having an Eye 
to his owa happineſs, gave him ſuch Aſſurane 
ces, that he did not doubt of Succeſs at his 
coming to Court. It was now time for Monſ. 
Foucquet to leave the Counts Houle, which he 
did with all the Regret in the World, aſſuring 
the Count, that he ſhould no ſooner come to 
Court, but find Preferment ready for him. 
The Count ſtay'd no longer after him 
than to ſettle his Affairs, for an Abſence he 
had ſome Reaſon to hope would not be very 
hort. He and his Counteſs being come to 
Town, Monſ. Foucquet provided him a Regi- 
ment for the firſt Step, which pleas'd the Count 
ſo well, that he allowed him all the tree acceſs 
to his Houſe that he could defire ; but Kill 
taund the Lady obſtinate. The Count was 
now gone to the Campaign, and Foucquer 
__ > 6 RS iry'd 
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try'd all the means the Invention of Deſire 


could prompt, but could not maſter her obſti- 


nacy. In the midſt of this conteſt, News is 
brought her of the Counts being kill'd in the 
firſt Encounter he was in. The grief of her 
Widowhood, and the decency of Religion 
put a Neceſſity on Monſ. Foucquet to forbeat 
his Viſits. But the Mourning was not quite 
over for her Husband, ere ill news was brought 
her out of the Country, that the greateſt part 
of the Eftate left her by her Husband was 
ſeiz d by the Mortgazees,| This news was not 
unwelcome to Foucquet, he therefore having 
advanced his Price now to 60000 Loui⸗ POrs | 
{ſhe ſent him this Letter, which was found a- 
mong his Papers when he fell into Diſgrace. 
Jour Perſon I hate, yoar Money I have occaſion 
far; wherefore if you bring the 60000, Louis 
d'Or's with ou, you ſhall not depart without your. 
0dzous Sattsfattion, n. e Sies 
The next Evening Monſ. Tuucquet was ad- 
mitted, and having given her in Bills, Jewels, 
and Money the Sum agreed upon, the Counteſs 
conducted him up to her Bed-Chamber, and 
with a great deal of Reluctance ſurrender'd 
her beautiful Perſon into the Arms of the 
only Man in the World ſhe had an averſion to. 
But ſhe ſtay d no longer in Paris than to take 
one to diſcharge the Mortgage and return 
her Money into the Country; Where ſhe 
led a very penſive and ſolitary Life, till ſhe 
was vanquiſh'd by the vigorous addreſſes of 
ajqlly young Chevalier, who marry dand bu- 
d kerinatew years. Time, © 
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FBut that you may nat outdo me in a Female 
Favourite (purſu'd my Louis d Ore) I ſhall not 
omit the Marchioneſs D' Aucre, to whom I be- 
long'd from her Riſe to her Execution. 

She was a Lady of the Bed- Chamber to 
Maria de Medicis, and fo very much in her Fa- 
vour, that marrying Conchini an Italian, as 
ſhe likewiſe was, ſhe rais'd him to the digni- 
ty of Marſhal of France, and thence by her In- 
rereſt with the Queen, over whom ſhe had an 
abſolute Aſcendant, to be prime Miniſter, and 
to have in his Power and Gift all the great Of- 
fices of the Court and Kingdom, which are ve- 
ry numerous, and capable of making a great 
train of Dependants; which diſquieting the 
Princes of the Blood, more provok'd by the 
Inſolent Carriage both of him and his Wife, 
they ſtrove in vain to put them out of the Fa- 
vour of the Queen Regent; ſo that they ſhot 
him in the very Palace, and try'd, condemn'd 
and beheaded her. A : 

While yet ſhe was in her Proſperity, ihe 
was extreamly fooliſh in her Avarice; eacrea- 
ſing by her Oppreſſions and ſordid Deeds that 


Envy which naturally great Power and Fas 


vour produce. There was no Degree of Men 
but felt the Effect of her Coverous Femper, 
Tradeſmens Bills were never half paid, tho? 
all reckon'd to the Queen : Whatever Gifts 


the Queen beſtow'd, two thirds fell ſhort into 


her hands, and the Receiver thought himſelf 


well dealt with, if a third came to his. There 
was a young Gentleman that had got toge- 
ther fiveior lix hundered Louis #0r65, and up- 
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 ply'd to her Laquey to purchaſe a Place for hi 
Fubſiſtance: He — told, that the beſt — 
of preſenting, was, to buy ſome fine Diamond 
Ring, in which having laid out 300 of his 
Louis d Ores, he brought it to the Marchioneſs 
& Ancre, who having ſurvey'd it, gave it a 
thouſand Praiſes, and told the young Man, that 
he could not have given leſs for it than 500 
- Piſtoles : he willing to magnify his Preſent, aſ- 
fur'd her, that ſhe had gueſt the Price molt 
exactly, This was what ſhe defir'd, ſo prai- 
ſing the Jewel again, ſhe return'd it, and told 
him, that ſhe had much rather have the value 
in Gold, ſince ſhe had ſa many Jewels alrea- 
dy, that ſhe did not know what to do with 
them. The young Man was free to diſpoſe 
of his Ring to ſome loſs, and ſo making up 
the Sum, deliver'd it to her in Gold, and he 


had the Place he deſir d. 
1 8 The Fatal Rape, 


'Here was.another young Gentleman, 
all whoſe Revenue depended on an Of- 
fice in the. Parliament of Paris, in which he 
had a quarter-ſhare, and on another Man's 
Life; however, he joyns with all the Paten- 
tees, and undertakes to ſolicite a freſh account 
of more Lives in Reverſion, He applies ta 
the Maqueſs d Ancre's Agent, and agreed for 
S z but his Lady in the mean while 
haying notice of the matter, and finding/ſhe 
cou geeenore Money tort. ne d 
fury of his begir of the Queen in h 1 
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The bargain being thus made, the young 


Gentleman was ſurpriz'd at the difappoint- 


ment, and ſoon finding whence the Blow 
came, very boldly wrote the Marchioneſs 
D'Ancre the following Letter, which coming 
to her in the Church, as ſhe could not for- 
bear reading of it, ſo could ſhe as little for- 
hear tearing it in pieces when ſhe had read 
it. ü | 
: I wiſh you, Madam, « long continuance of thaſe 
great Favours Jou poſſe in her Majeſty, and 
that by Acts of Goodneſs and Kindneſs you may 
perpetuate your Memory to Poſterity. But it has 


been the Misfortune in all Ages of Perſons of jour | 


exalted Station,never to hear the Complaints of the 
2 „till they became ſo univerſal, that nothing 

ut their. Diſplacing or Ruin could pee the 4- 
bus d People. That you may pot be ignorant, 
Madam, in a piece of Injuſtice lately done to me, 
I muſt inform you, that I had abſolutely agreed 
with the Marſhal's Agent, and with his Conſent, 
for the Place that Madam de **** has for your 


= {ay begg'd in her name, I deſire you would do 
me 


4 7 and not proſtitute your Character for 4 
Trifle below your purſuit, 

This Gentleman had a beautiful young 
Wife, whom he had not long marry'd, who 
by f Relation being introduc'd to the Mare- 
ſchal, ſo pleaded her Caſe, that ſhe at once 
nviac'd his Judgment of the Injury he had 
= her, and his Heart, that he ſhould at- 
tempt. yet a greater. For being {truck with 
2 violent Paſſion for the young Lady, he was 
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pence of the Happineſs of the Lady and her 
Husband. He therefore gave her hopes of 
facceeding in her Petition, and order'd her to 
come again when he had made a full enquiry 
into the matter. The time being come, and 
the Mareſehal having prepar'd all things in 
order to the ſatisfying of his la ſcivious De- 
ſires, ſome Ladies were ready to receive the 
r Victim, and amuſing her Innocence with 
pleaſant Raileries and Stories, took her inſen- 
fibly from thoſe that came with her, and had 
| her into the Lady's Apartment ; Where ha- 
{ ving refreſh'd her with a noble Collation, they 
| took care to ſpice ſome of her Glaſſes with a 
K ſoporiferous Potion that would not work im- 
| mediately. Thence therefore they went to 


bath in a Bagnio ſtrow'd all with Flowers, and 
ſcented with delightful Odours, they waſh'd 
| Her with rich Waters, and having all done 
the ſame, they lay down each on a Couch for 


| a feẽ moments in looſe Linnen Garments, fit 
( for the Heat of the Seaſon and Place. The. 
Opiate now working, the Ladies withdrew, 


and the Margueſs all undreſt came, and eaſily 
1 takes poſſeſſion of the unreſiſting fair one, But 
— He was not eaſily ſatisfyd with viewing ſuch 
naked Beauties, which: nothing could equal - 
| among Womankind, and repeated his Em- 
braces till he found the Potion gave way to 
the Power of Nature, and that ſhe in the | 
|. - midſt of his Careſſes gave him a Return that 
| he did not expect. But the fury being over, 
| - he found that ſhe was not well awake, and ſo 
| elt her to come to her Telt 
| | | X * . 27 1 5 When 
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found her ſelf in a poſture that was ſomething 


unuſual, and was ſenſible by ſome Remains 


and Tokens, that foul play had been offer d 


her. However, hearing ſome-· body coming 


in, ſhe diſſembled a while as if ſhe yet was 
aſleep; when the Marqueſs, not yet ſatiated with 


Enjoyment, aſſaults her afreſh, and tlio' ſhe" 


ſtrugled ſufficiently and cry'd out, yet he 
ain'd his lewd will, and had the pleaſure of 


ſeeing her Eyes, tho full of Rage and Indig- 


nation, While he felt ſuch Tranſports that 


none but happy Lovers can gueſs at; ſtrug- 


ling, at laſt ſhe flew from his Arms, but knew 
not what to do with her ſelf, She curs'd her 


Fortune, call'd him all the treacherous Vil- 


lians ſhe could think of, and thoſe abomina- 
ale Women who had betray'd her thus to 
Ruin. No Ruin, my Dear, (reply'd he) ean 


come near the Woman whom the Marques 


D*Azcre fecures in his Embraces. May all the 
Curſes of theInjur'd overtake thee( interrupted 


ſheYand mayſt thou fall by the Hands of lame 


Aſſaſſine, or rather Common Hangman. He 
preſsꝰd to kiſs her and renew all his Dalliances, 
in hopes to appeaſe her Grief by making her 


- Guilty by her own conſent, bur all in vain; 


ſhe was inexorable, he as outragious; tearing 
off her looſe Garment, and leaving her beau- 


teous Form all naked to his Eyes, ſhe fled . 


into the Bath to hide her ſelf; he throwing off 
his Garment,purſues her into the Element of 
Waves, but there with ſtrugling with him ſhe 
was ſtrangled in the Waters, and he in a fright 
r 1 n Pw” re- 


4 
When ſhe was now perfectly awake, ſne 
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My little Piece, with a true French Loqua- 
ciouſneſs would have gone on, but that the 
Guinea now urg' d his Right and Turn of Dif-: 
courſe, and that ſince I had out of Civility to 
Foreigners given them the preference of ſpeak- 
ing, that they on their ſide ſhould have ſo 
much Moderation and Manners, as to be con- 
tent with what they had ſaid without taking: 
up too much of the Night in their own Rela- 
tions. This bluff Reproach made all be fi-- 
lent, when I encouraged my Guinea to go on, 
and let me know what powerful things this 
Gold had effected in this our World, as well as 


1 
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retires, and comes to the Inſtruments of his 


Relief, but in vain, the poor Lady was ftone 


dead, and in the Night thrown into the Sein, 
and being ſo found, was thought to have been 
murder d for her Chaſtity. But the Husband 
having in vain ſollicited for Juſtice, had no- 
thing to truſt to but Patience, till the Crimes 
of all had brought em to a fatal and ignomi- 


- 


nious end. | 1 


* 


in the Greater of the Continent. 


- 


thing of a Court in General, as the Signior 


has done, tho? I ſhall differ with him in my 
Sentiments of the Excellence of either the Con · 


Villany, bids them to try if there were am 


I ſhall firſt (reply d the Guines) fay ſome- 


duct or Principles of moſt Courtiers. This 


other World of England is as much diſtinct 


from the Continent in Happineſs and Liberty, 


* 


as in Situation. The Name at leaſt yet re- 


mains here, and the Thing, rho' often invaded 
Ant Ef Rein ler has ever triumph'd 
f 


= 
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in the end; and brought its Enemies to Shame 
and Confuſion. A Court therefore here is of 
a different Nature to what it is in an arbitra- 
ry Government; for here the Courtier or Fa- 
vourite has a harder part to play to come off 
with Credit and Succeſs, than in Italy or Fance, 
where they need only the Art to wheedleand 
impoſe on the Prince, and they are, Maſters 
of their Deſires. But here the Courtier, Stateſ- 
man or Favourite muſt have as careful an Eye 
to the Good-will of the People, as to the Fa- 
vour of the Soveraign, or their Proſperity will 
be of a very ſhort date. Tis true, the Exgliſb 
Favourite may not be one jot honeſter than 
the Italian or French; may believe as little in 
God, and the Duties of Religion or Morality; 
may be as voracious and as inſolent as either; 
but then he muſt endeavour to aſſume Popular 
Principles, declare for the Laws and Liberties, 
put on the Vizor of the Patriot, ro win the 
People into a. Credulity of the juſtneſs of his 
Deſigns and Actions, and then he works with 
 fafety, becauſe his Miſcarriages and Rogue- 
ries, if diſcover'd, will be turn'd on the Ma- 
lice of the cOptrary Party ; and he will have 
the Party that is ſtrongeſt forget his Crimes 
in his Misfortunes, and clear him of all Impu- 
tations heatchiev'd for a Popular Name. 

I would not, Sir, have you imagin that I 
have been ſo little acquainted with our Court 
in all Ages, as not to know that Avarice, Trea- 
chen, Diſſimulation, Iugratitude, Falſe Promiſes, 
and Poyſonings too, have had place here as well 
as un 1taly or France; but I can ſay in general, 

: that 
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another, and by conſequence more fit to be 


that our Courts have been freer from Blob 


tlie Prince the Real Good of his People; that 
is only to be known by leaving his Ear open 
to all, to che public Repreſentations of the 
People, and to all thoſe whom Birth and Dig- 
nity have brought to a Right of Admittance to 
the Prince's Ear, as well as his Peers. 


This does not exclude a King from imploy- 


ing one Miniſter more than another, becauſeꝰtis 
certain one Man has a greater Capacity than 


Im- 
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imploy'd. Diſmiſſing therefore theſe. nice 
points, I ſhall only give you ſome account of 
the Power of Gold in theſe Nations. 

And firſt, I ſhall ſhew you not only a Fe- 
male Favourite of this Nation, as voracious as 
your Olympia or d Auere, but whole Parliaments 
ſelling their native Liberty for Gold and Fa- 
vour with the Prince. What is it for a Wo- 
man to ſurrender her Honour for a Bribe pro- 
portion'd to her Wiſhes ? But for Men of E- 

Rates to part with the Security not only of 
them, but their Lives, for a Bribe, which very 
Bribe is not fate in their hands by that means, 
is a Miracle that only Engliſh Gold can per- 
form 190 0 L lth] 

But to make a right progreſs, I ſhall begin 
with my Female Favourite. ; 
Edward III. was a Prince who for many 
Years made the moſt glorious figure in the 
World of any that fate on the Exgliſb Throne 
ſince William the Baſtard, yet in his declining 
Years a Lady had the good Fortune to capti- 
vate his Heart, in ſo powerful a degree, as to 
mr hem paſt Glories, and gave the State ſome. 
Diſturbances, which were complain'd of in 
Parliament till ſhe was baniſh'd the Kingdom. 
I was then part of a Gold Ring which ſhe 
always-wore on her Finger, and fo I had the 
portunity of being a Witneſs of all her Acti- 
ons. In her Perſon {he was gracetul beyond 
any equal, enclining to tall ; her Skin white 
as the driven Snow, her Hair Jet, her Eyes a 
"anguiſhing Hazle, her Teeth even as Pearl, 
and of that very colour; her Cheeks 1 
„5 on 
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* Ger with Nature's moſt exquiſite Paint, 
r Lips as ruddy, and her Breath as fra- 
grant as Roſes; her Hand ſmall, her Fingers 
taper, her Foot little, her Leg exactly turn'd, 
her Waſte ſlender, her Boſom full, and Breaſts 
hard and round, her Neck proportion'd; in 
ſhort, her Features were perfect, nor any Ble- 
miſh to be found in any Part about her; ſo 
that if any thing could excuſe the old King, 
ſuch an Angel as Alicia Perrers might, but 
Kings are not Maſters of their own Actions 
nor Paſſions, they ought to be more mortzty*d 
than we ſuppoſe the Carthuſians, or than the 
Stoic would be thought; at leaſt, if they yield 
to a Paſſion, it ought to be bounded with ſuch 
Caution, as not to reach the Public. But 
King Edward's Dotage of Reign grew more 
ſtrong, as his Body grew more weak; and the 
leſs he was capable of pleaſing a fair Lady, 
the more he was fond of retaining her. But 
tho? this Lady had all theſe Charms of Per- 
ſon, yet her Mind was wholly disfurniſh'd of 
all thoſe Graces, which ſhould have confirm'd 
her Merit, and made her truly deſirable. She 
was a very Female Cataline, profuſe of her 
own Riches, and voracious of others; as ſhe 
could give Wounds to others, fo was her Heart 
extreamly capable of receiving an amorous 
Impreſſion; nor would ſhe ever diſappoint her 
deſires by needleſs Scruples of Honour, or 
Fear that the King ſhould ever hear of her 
Intrigues. Yet. this it is to be Whore to a 
King; her Viſits were admitted by the moſt 
virtuous, and ſhe was careſs'd by all the — 
gal 16S 
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dies of Quality. The King in honolir of her 

had proclaim'd Juſts and Tournaments in Smith. 
field, and this Lady being made Lady of the 
SUN,rode from the Tower of London through 
-Cheapſide, attended by many Lords, Knights, 
Squires and Ladies, every one of the other 
Ladies leading a Lord or a Knight by his 
Horſes Bridle till they came to Mes- Smithſield, 
where as ſoon as the Lady of the SUN arriv'd, 
the Tournaments began, which held for ſe- 
ven days together. There was at the upper 
end of the Liſt a ſort of Semi-circular Thea- 
tre or Throne, adorn'd with fine Tapeſtry, and 
various Seats in the midit of which, on a fort 
of Throne above the reſt, ſate the Lady of the 
SUN, adorn'd with Beams more piercing and 
burning than thoſe of the fiery Planet ir ſelf; 
on each ſide fate two rows of Ladies ſpark- 
ling as the Galuary or fixt Stars, behind each 
Chair ſtood her Knight. But all the Eyes of 
the Aſſembly were bent with deſire and ad- 
miration. Happy above Meaſure (ſigh'd each 
to himſelf) the Man that can gain the Good 
Graces of ſo Angelic a Creature. But as her 
Beauty was able to inflame all Mankind, fo 
was her Bounty of that Beauty able to ſatis- 
fy all her Adorers; tho” that part of her Cha- 
racter was not known at this Time, perhaps 
ſcarce diſcover'd by her own dear felt, who 
till this fatal day had not thought of any other 
Perſon but the old and feeble King, and on 
him only for her Profit, for the Gold, Jewels 
and Grants ſhe got of him, not tor the amo- 


rous Pleaſures he gave her. But this Tilting 
6G being 
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in her Monour, under the Title of Lady of the 
SUN, as ſhe appear'd in greater wes and 
more conſpicuous than ever before, ſo did ma- 
ny a martial Knight exert himſelf both in 
Feats of Arms and Addreſs, much more than 
ever they had done, without hopes of being 
gracious in her Eyes. But Woman, like For- 
tune, ſeldom ehuſes by Merit, but by the 
blind impulſe of her own Fancy, influenc'd 
by ſome odd, ſecret, inviſible Charm, which 
no-body elſe can diſcover. | 8 
Thus the Lady of the SUN took little No- 
tice of any of, the Noble and the Brave, who 
had performd'their Parts to admiration of all 
that beheld them, but had ſoon fixt her Eyes 
on one Michael de la Pool, a Merchants Son of 
the City of Lon4on,(atterwards in Richard 2d's 
time Earl of Suffolk, &c.) This Gentleman was 
very young, and guiltleſs of the Razor was his 
Chiz, the Doun ſcarce yet appearing there; his 
Hair was flaxen, his Complexion clear and 
rutldy, his Stature pretty tall, his Air and 
Mein bold, yet agreeable ; his native Aſſu- 
rance was fortify*d with his native Ignorance, 
(Wonderful matter to make a Favourite of 
and that had plac'd him on the Theatre among 
the People of Faſhion, and ſo luckily as to be 
wholly expos'd to the View of the Lady of the 
SUN, who found her ſelf as much ſurpriz'd 
with his Charms, as all the Men were with | 


hers. . 


There 
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iT here were others there who would have 
given many a laviſh Preſentto have made ſuch 
a progreſs in her Heart as Michael had done; 
but in vain ; among the. reſt was Sir Edward. 
Hunsfield,a Man of conſiderable Fortune, and 
one, tho? Nature had given him not one gene- 
rous Quality, had Folly and Extravagance e- 
nough to ſquander it away in a few Years, 
without the Imputation of having done the 
leaſt good with any Part of it. Sir Edward 
knew nothing of the finer Sentiments of Loye, 
but only the brutal Enjoyments, which like 
a Brute he had rather come immediately to, 
than heighten his Defires and Pleaſure by all 
the decent and charming Approaches the 
Skiltul Managers of Pleaſure make uſe of on 
theſe: Occaſions. Having therefore ſeen the 
Lady of the SUN, found an impatient defire 
of lying with her, and letting his Confidant 
know his Diſtemper, he reply'd in this Man- 
ner: Stay, dear Friend, Sir Edward, ſizce jour 
Ambition is mounted ſo high as the Miſtreſs of 
a Ring, you have this comfort, that her Temper is 
ſuch, that you may bay her Favours with Gold,/to 
which ſhe ſacrifices all things. The Knight was 
well pleas'd that any way was cut out to 2 
Pleaſure that had rais'd his Deſires to a great- 
er ſtretch than ever before he had experienc'd, 
and gave his Friend or Pimp full Power to 
treat with the Lady's Agents in this Affair, 
which with ſome difficulty was concluded for 
10000 Nobles ; and he being admitted to her 
Apartment, found the Lady in Bed, ready to 
receive him and his Money. But the Knight's 
G 2 mis- 
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misfortune was ſuch, that when he had en 
ter d the Lifts of Venus, and the willing Fair 
one ready to ſurrender all her wonderful 
Charms to his Arms, the Knight prov'd leſs 
than a Man, and ſpent the whole Night in 
fruitleſs Attempts at a Happineſs his Stars 
had depriv'd him of the Power of poſſeſſing. 
The time of parting is come, the Knight 
full of Diſpair and Rage, curs'd his Stars, and 
whatever had difabled him from reaping the 
Benefit of his Purchaſe; yet Apologizing in 
as tender a manner as he could to the Lady, 
- begg'd that ſhe would allow him another time 
of Tryal. But ſhe ſmiling, told him, that ſhe 
fear'd it would be to no purpoſe, but that if 
he pleas d to bring the other 1 0000,ſhe would 
give her ſelf the Mortification of his Embra- 
ces another Night, but on no other Condition. 
So departing with Shame, Sir Edward never at- 
ter ſolicited ſo vain and expenſive a Suit. 
De la Poole in the mean while found his Stars 
more propitious, arriving at greater Happi- 
neſs with leſs Charge. For before the days 
of the Tournament was over, he had found 
ſome favourable Glances from the Lady of 
te SUN, to which his own Vanity gave ſuch 
an Interpretation, as to raiſe his Endeavours 
to improve the Imagination to a Reality. For 
as ſoon as the Sperts of the day were at an end, 
he took care at the riſing of the Company to 
preſs among the Crowd, as cloſe to her as 
poſſible; and Opportunity offering, in the 
hurry, ſeiz'd her fine Hand, and prefs'd it with 
Ardour: She firſt ſuffer'd his Aſſurance, — 
SER, FN £0 then 
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then encreas'd it by returning his Advances, 
till he found out the way of being admitted 
privately to Cloſet; and where the Man that 
knows himſelf belov'd is alone with the Wo- 
man he deſites both by Ambition and Love, 

there is no time left before ne ſecures his Aim, 
by ſeizing all that the Lady could give. Her 
Reſiſtance was not great, and ſhe perhaps diſ- 
cover'd more fire M the Encounter than the 
happy Man ſhe beſtow'd thoſe Favours upon, 
that ſo many ſigh'd for in vain. 

Theſe amorous Thefts had been ſometimes 
repeated when the Negotiation with Sir Ea- 
ward was finiſh'd, and Five thouſand of the 
Nobles ſhe received from her Bubble ſhe gave 
to her favour'd Gallant, with which he pur- 
chas'd an Annuity of 500 Nobles a year,which 
he poſſeſt till his Diſgrace and Ruin in the 
ſucceeding Reign. 

De la Poole, tho' he had a mixture of Love 
in this Intrigue with this Lady, yet Seli-1n- 
treſt was the charm that preſerv d his Conſtan- 
cy ſo long, that ſome of the Enemies of 
the Lady of the SUN, by their Spies, had ſome 
notice of the Affair, and did what they could 
to put an end to the Dotage of the King, by 
making a diſcovery of her Infidelity. It was 
with all the Addreſs of Cunning that they 
could inſinuate ſo much Suſpicion into the 
King, as to make him agree to a tryal of find: 
ing him in her Apartment alone with her, as 
ſhe promis'd to ſhow him. Information was 
brought, and the King and fis Friends paſs'd 
by a Maſter-Key into her Lodgings, at the 

G 3 veſy 


imaginable. 5 
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very Minute that Ia Poole was happy in her 


Arms. The King, I ſuppoſe, out of a deſire 
of not being undeceived, making ſome noiſe 
at the laſt Door, the Lovers had juſt turn'd 


to diſengage themſelves, and by her dexte- 
rous Addreſs ſhe hid him under her Petty- 


coats, and fat down upon him, and feigning 


the Collick, receiv'd the Ning and his Atten- 
dants without the leaſt prize; diſcovering 
all tke while the Agonies ct thoſe ſharp Pains 
to which ſhe pretended. The Room being 
ſearch'd, and every place examin'd, the King 


- look'd on her with a pleaſing Eye, but frown- 


ing on thoſe that had accus'd her, led them 
ſpeedily from her Apartment, begging par- 
don for their unſeaſonable Intruſion. 
The Company being gone, ſhe immediate- 
ly got up and deliver'd the Priſoner from his 


cConfinement and pain, and throwing him on 
the Bed to recover his fright, ſhe goes and fa- 


ſtens all the Doors, to prevent any farther ſur- 
prize; when returning to him, ſhe could not 
forbear laughing at the happy Event, and the 
woful Condition her Lover had been in while 


he bore all his burden on his Shoulders, almoſt 


ſtifled with the very Heat of tlie Empyrean 


of Love. Having rally'd a little, and lightned 


his Spirits, they ventur'd into the Bed, and 
there reveld in the very Luxury of Pleaſure, 
fill the Mornings approach gave him notice 
to retire, which he did wich all the ſafety 
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the Night, the Lady kept her Bed to a very 
unuſual hour, which ſerv'd for a confirmation 
of the reality of that Illnefs ſhe had only pre- 
tended : for when a Man has a mind to be de- 
ceiv'd by a Woman, the very things that 
ſhould diſcover the Impoſture confirm him in 
the belief of its being a Reality. Thus the 
King, almoſt afraid to fee her, after he had be- 
tray'd a Suſpicion, without being ahl to juſtifie 
it by a Proof of her Infidelity, appFoach'd her 
Bed with a vilible fear of her Anger. She was 
not inſenſible of her Power, but was refoly'd 
to turn it to her own advantage, and therefore 
receives him with a ſeeming Diſdain, and (in 
ſhort) makes him pay dear for doubting her 


Honour, when he could bring no proof of her 


Guilt. | 


er imagin'd Innocence in this, gave her 
ſuch an Aſcendant over the King's Soul, that 


he could deny her nothing: This Advantage 
ſhe was reſolv'd to make uſe of while the King 
as alive, and the Death of the Black Prince had 
remove d all her powerful Oppoſers. She was 


poſſeſs'd of this Maxim, That if ſhe got but 


Money enough, ſhe could be guilty of no Crimes but 
"twas in the 2 that to ſtop the Proſetution. 
She firſt engroſs'd all the profitable Places to 

her ſelf and her Creatures; every thing that 
would bring in the Gold, ſhe took care to di- 
ſpoſe of at the beſt Market Price. If there was 
any Suit in Law depending betwixt her ſelf (or 
any of her Creatures) and any other, ſne would 
4 her ſelf appear and ſit in Courts of Judicature, 
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by her Preſence and Influence to wreſt Juſtice 
from its byaſs: And there were ſuch Judges in 
Commiſſion, as would endeavour to gratihe a 
Lady, from whom they might hope ſo much. 

-* Virtue is not naturally (or at leaſt cuſtoma- 
rily ) the Growth of Courts, or any of the Ave- 
nues to em; ſorthat?ris no Wonder that molt, 
if notall thoſe who had any dependance there, 
or any YN that way, were ready not only 


1 to ſubmWo her Exorbitances, but even to flat- 
ter 'em With the ſpecious Name of Prudence, 
Þ and an innocent Care of her Intereſt. I will not 


3 {o much condemn her for fleccing ſuch as ap- 
= plyd only for the Means and Power of fleecing 
ſome others, that might have a Dependance on 


the Offices they purchas'd, ſince thoſe would 
13 elſe have made uſe of her Power only for their 
WW _pyn advantage, while the Infamy of their 
Adions would reach up to her who had pre- 
fer'd em; but by making them pay for what 
1 ſhe did for em, ſhe proſtituted not her Cha- 
racter to the Hate of the People for nothing. 
Vet ſhe can never be forgiven, in ſuffering her 
maercenary Temper to vanquiſh all Conſidera- 
tions for the Frailties of Love, to which ſhe 
© tound her Heart always very much inclin'd: 
For, from the King, ſhetry'd moſt Degrees of 
his Leige-people, even to Rope-dancers and 
Players, or any Man whoſe robuſt Appearance 
promis d a vigorous ſatisfaction of her ſalacious 
Enjoyments, Yet ſhe prov'd an implacable 
Enemy to a young Lady, call'd Matilda, and 
ber Lover Gotofre, in the Misfortunes which at- 
ttended em on the diſcovery of their enge 
MES. R 1 E « The 
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J AJAtilda was a Relation of this Favourite 

Lady of the Su x, and all her dependance 
was entirely upon her Father and Mother, 
who were very nearly related to her. In hopes 
of Preferment, Matilda was ſent out of the 
Country to Court, to be under the Eye of Alicia, 
the Lady of the SUN : On the Road ſhe and her 
Company were overtaken by a young Gentle- 
man about the age of Twenty, and his Servant. 
It hapned the Waters were extreamly out in 
many parts of the Country, eſpecially ia that 
part which they were yet to paſs, between the 
place where they joyn'd company and London, 
| After ſome hours Converſation, the young La- 
dy and Gentleman found themſelves ſtruck 
with a mutual Paſſion for one-another, and 
eyery moment improving it, they came to a 
Lane overflow'd with Water, and in it was a 
Bridge that was to be paſs d, but was entirely 
cover'd by the Flood, which to miſs was to 
hazard in a great meaſure their Lives: Young 
Golofre, in pain for his Miſtreſs, rode before 
her, to direct her Horſe in the way, but in the 
midſt of the Water, juſt by the Bridge, her 
Horſe by ſome ſtrange Accident ſtartled with 
ſuch vehemence, that he threw the Lady from 
his Back, who ſcreaming out as ſhe was falling 
into the Water, ſhe ſoon ſank ; the Lover im- 
mediately leap'd from his Horſe to fave her, 
and as ſhe roſe a ſecond time, caught hold of 
her Arm, and drew her cloſe to him. There 
N rer e Was. 
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was, about a Bous ſhot off, a ſort of Iſland in the 
Water, that held its Head a little above the 
Stream, and attended by two or three Trees and 
a {mall Hutt or Houſe, the only hopes of Life to 
the deſpairing Gallant; thither he ſteer'd his 
Courſe, ſupporting his dear Matilda with one 
Hand, in his cumberſom Accoutrements, now 
[moſt ſpent with getting to the deſir'd place. 
.- Scarce was he able to get either himſelf or his 
dear Lady up the Bank, which at the place they 
vame to was ſomewhat more ſteep and ſlippery 
than in any other part; yet, unable to venture 
Farther, he exerted himſelf, and with no little 
difficulty got her aſhore, and by degrees into the 
Hovel that was there. It had been a Receptacle 
of ſome Wretch that us d in the Summer · time to 
live there on the Alms or Expences of Travel- 
lers; by ſelling a Dram, or ſome ſuch thing, 2s 
they paſs'd ; but in this Seaſon it was let 
deſolate, as unable to afford any Benefit by being 
in ſuch a ſolitary place. There was in it a ſort 
. "ofa thing like a Chimney, a broken Stool, and 
two or three Hurdles that might ſupply the office 
of a Bed: There were likewiſe ſome little pit ces 
of Sticks, that might make a Fire, could they 
Find any means of lighting the Fuel; but Indu- 
ſttry overcomes all things. Golsfre more con- 
'cern'd for his Miſtreſs than himſelf, gently pla- 
ced her on the Hurdles, and bending her Head 
down, would have made her bring up the Water 
-the had ſwallow'd, and by good Fortune having 
a Bottle of Cordial Water in his Pocket, he gave 
Her ſome, which produc'd new Life and Vigour 
49 ſupport her under this Misfortune, thong 
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about, he found a Flint and ſome Touchwood, 
and by the help of his Knife he ſtruck fire, which 
he improv'd ſo far, as to light the Sticks which 
Fortune had thrown in his way: By this means 
they dry'd themſelves, expecting their Servants 
would bring em ſome Relief. But they by good 
Luck having eſcap'd the Danger, and Golofre's 
Man having got his Maſter's Horſe, ne'r defign'd 
to proceed in ſo dangerous a Road, but by the 
firſt opportunity got up into the higher Ground, 
and made his way over Hedge and Ditch to the 
firſt Houſe he could ſee. The Lady's Horſe was 
drove down with the Stream, and her Servant 
with much ado getting back again, never ftaid 
to examin whether his Miſtreſs were ſafe or no, 
but return d home to his Maſter with the News, 
that ſhe was drowi d. Ee | 
_ © Golefre's Man had found his paſſage ſo difficult, 
that when he came in ſight of a Houſe it began to 
be duskiſh, and almoſt dark by that time he had 
reach'd it : It fortunately prov'd to be a Mill that 
ſtood on that Rivulet, which the Rains had now 
made ſo dangerous a Torrent. The Miller had 
a little flat Boat, which he us'd to paddle with 
on the head of his Mill-pond, and was ſoon per- 
ſwaded by the Man to venture dovyn the Stream 
with that Boat; to fetch up his Maſter and the 
Lady, but no Price could win him to ſo dange- 
rous an Attempt in a Night that afforded not one 
glimering Star to direct ſo uncertain a Courſe, 
but as ſoon as the Day began to peep they ſetout 
on their Voyage, and in three hours time arriv'd 
at the place, where they found the poor Lovers 
in deſpair of all Relief; for having * 
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92 The Gor DEN S TJ. 
dried themſelves by the Fire, and again reviv's 
themſelves with a Dram, they had leiſure to con- 
ſider their diſmal Circumſtance ; yet could not 
all the Danger they had paſt, or that which they 
were now in, reſtrain his declaring his Paſſion, 
and preſſing her ſo far as to confeſs, that by Gra- 


titude and Inclination ſhe was inclin'd to reward 
aà Love ſo agreeable to her Wiſhes. 


Vows of eternal Love and Friendihip being 


paſs d, he began to conſider how he ſhould find 


Means for her to get ſome Repoſe; he renew'd 
the Fire, pull'd off his Coat, and wrapping her 
in it, laid her on the Hurdles, her Head lying in 
his Lap, to his no ſmall pleaſure and ſatistaRtion. 
Tho? Matilda's Fatigue had compel'd her to vield 
to ſome ſhort Slumbers, yet Golofre had a mix- 
ture of too much Pleature and too much Pain, 
to have the relief of a wink of Sleep all thar 
Night, but often in the Tranſports of his Paſſion 
hug'd Matilda ſo eagerly, that he wak'd her from 
ber-RKepoſe.. N 

The Miller and his Man being come, they all 
went on board this noble Veſſel; and the Miller 


being as skilful as Zyphis, they arriv'd ſafely at 


Ei his Mill, and there with what the Miller's Stock 


could afford they refreſh'd themſelves, and Ma- 
tilda went to reſt in the Miller's Bed, and Golofre 
in his Man's; and tho' neither of 'em were Beds 
of Doune, yet they ſlept heartily, being warm 
and ſecure. | 5 | 
But the Convenience the Miller had was 
not ſufficient for the Condition of the Gueſts ; 
and no Town was nearer than four or five 
Mile, and the Lady found her ſelf in a * 
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bad Condition, very feaveriſh and weak, but 
made ſhift by the help of the Millers Wife to 
dreſs her ſelf, and get on Horſeback, and by a 
gentle pace to reach the firſt Inn of a tolera- 
dle Accommodation, where ſhe immediately 
took her Bed, and he ſent for a Phyſician, the 
beſt in the Country, but ſhe grew worſe and 
worle, — lightheaded ; ſo that Golofre 
who never was from her, thought fit at laſt 
to ſend his Man away to her Fathers Houſe 
to inform him of her Condition; this was two 
days Journey at that Seaſon, and before her 
Mother couſd come, her Feaver had left her, 
and ſhe was in a fair way of recovery. 

Matilda took care to give a large and pa- 
thetique Account of Golofre, and the Services. 
he had done her, and that owing her Life to 
him, ſhe could do no leſs than comply 
with his Importunities by a promiſe of Mar. 
Triage, if ſhe could get her Friends Conſent. 
The Mother had view'd him with Eyes that 
perſuaded her to think kinder of him than of 
à Son-in-law ; and conſidering that their ſtay 
was not to be long together, ſhe made veral 
advances to the young Man, which he would 
better have met, had his Heart been free from 
the Charms of the Daughter; for the Mother 
was not above Thirty four, and very Youth- 
ful both in Appearance and Thoughts, ſne had 
Beauty enough to render her deſirable, and 
provocation enough from a fumbling old Hus- 
band to wiſh that others might think ſo, eſpe. 
cially young Golofre, whom every moment 
Me lov'd more and more. She had Addreſs 
"ls 2 enough 
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enough to put off his Demands and her Daugh- 
ters to the deciſion of her Husband, to whom 
it was neceſſary that ſhe ſhould return, till her 
health was confirm'd, and the Fathers deter- 
mination in that particular receiv'd. | 

Being therefore now able to ſit a Horſe, an 
eaſie one was got, and the higher Roads cho- 
ſen to return to her Fathers, whither young Go- 
lofre was invited on what he thought the Hap- 
pineſs of his Life, but indeed only for the uſe 
of the Mother, who had attempted by broad 
ſides often to let him know her Mind, of 
which he having inform'd the Daughter, ſhe 
took care to allow as few moments of Perſe- 
cution to her Love as poſſible; but it was im- 
poſſible always to prevent ſome opportunities, 
when a Mother that govern'd the Family 
made it her Buſineſs. Bertha (that was the 
Mothers Name) had manag'd the old Man 
ſo, as to give Denials to the Pretender, 
telling him, that ſhould he yield to his Suit, it 
was only to deprive himſelf of thoſe Honours | 
which he had coveted, by ſeeing her marry'd 
to a Man of the firſt Quality, by the Intereſt 
of Madam Alicia their near Kinſwoman; That 
he had now, thro? her Intereſt, a fair proſpect 
of arriving to the Dignity of a Lord and Peer 
of that Realm. Theſe were Arguments 
ſtrong enough to ſecure her Husband from 

ting a Boon, that muſt deprive her of the 
Happineſs that ſhe eſteem'd the greateſt in this 
World, | 
. Golofre began to be weary of doubtful Re- 


plies, and therefore preſs'd the old Gentleman 
: to 
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to be plain with him, and let him know what 


he had to depend on in a point of that con- 


cern to his Repoſe; and found at laſt, that the 
Father, unable to put him off longer, let him 
know that his Deſire was not in his Power; 
that his Couſin Alicia had taken her for her 
own, and demanded the entire diſpoſal of her 
Perſon, that in Gratitude for the Life he had 
ſav'd, he would write to her in his behalf. This 
being all the Anſwer he could get, Golofre 
having inform'd Matilda of the matter,reſoly'd 
to go immediately for London, and try by ſome 
means or other to get into the good Graces 
of her who had the diſpoſal of his Happineſs 
in the Perſon of Matilda. The Evening be- 
fore he was to depart, Bertha at her wits end 
was reſolv'd to put all to the hazard of a — 
of Skill. When, therefore, Goloſre was in Bed, 
and aſleep, as ſhe had taken care her Huſ- 
band ſhould be, by a private Door ſhe let her 
ſelf in her Shift into the Chamber where her 
Beloved lay, and gently got into the Bed 
without waking him, ſhe — taken care 
that the old Gentleman and he ſhould have 
both their Load, Bacchus over- powering Venus 
and all her Night Torments, Languiſhments 
and, Watchings, Golofre ſlept moſt profoundly. 
How Bertha manag'd the matter I can't tell, 
but being a Woman of Addreſs, ſhe did not 
entirely loſe her Satisfaction; which eagerly 
PR, the Gallant awak' d, and ſurpriz?'d 
wixt ſleeping and waking ata Woman in 


Bed with him, and in fo familiar a poſture, 


he was removing away from her, but ſhe claſ- 
ping 
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1 ing him about the Waſte,cling'd too cloſe to 
— eafily ſhook off. Whether,my dear Golofre, doſt 
| thou flee from the languiſhing Matilda (ſaid ſhe)? 
My Parents deny me thy Lamful Embraces, but not 
being able to live without them, in my Night of 
Y Diſpair I have thrown aſide my Virgin Modeſty to 
poſſeſs them without the Ceremony of Lam. What 
has paſt betwixt us in thy ſleep was but a half Sa- 
ti faction, while I was deprivꝰd of thoſe Tranſports 
thy Love for Matilda muſt give thee to find her 
in ti. Arms, ſuffering thee to rifle all her Charms. 
Why thus cold, thus indifferent? Spare my Mo- 
40%, while darkneſs hides my Bluſhes, and thy ſelf 
4 Man in Reality, as well as in Appearance, : 
Golofre had too noble an Idea of Matilda to 
think, that ſhe could either act or ſpeak in 
this matter, and believ'd, that it was no o- 
ther than her Mother, and thus reply'd, ſtri- 
ving to get looſe from her hold, while ſhe 
twin'd herſelf about him like a Snake, not to 
be ſhook off. Madam (ſaid he) diſmiſs me, ſuch 
Impudence unmans; me while you kept your Virtue 
# had Charms, nom you act like the moſt aban- 
don d Proſtitute, you have none: Diſmiſs me, or I 
 ſhallraiſethe Houſe and expoſe you to your Parents, 
who as J find they do not love you, ſo have they 
Reaſon. | 27 
Baſe Man, reply'd Bertha, too well thou E nom) ſt 
zn whoſe Arms thou art; Matilda would have 
found thee more warm; yet know, thou canſt never 
enjoy her without Inceſt, and I will take care, if ( 
1 
0 


poſſible, that you never ſee. each other more. — Jet 
ou ought to conſider the Injury you have done me, 
for my Virtue wounded me with a Paſſion that muſt 75 

, render 
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render my Life ever miſerable. If thou haſt ſavꝰd | 
my Be Life, — thou 55 me 72 her 
fake? No, I know no Reaſon but that ſhe ſhould 
die for her that gave her Life, not I for doing 
it, Do not ſtruggle thus, I cannot hold thee long: 
Am I not fair? Pm daily told of a thouſand Charms 
that yet ſmile in my Face, have I not one to touch 
thy obdurate Heart? Not enom to move thy Com- 
paſſion, if not Love? As ſhe would have 
gone on, he broke from her, and ſhe in her 
Agony could not help reproaching him ſo 
loud, and in terms ſo vehement; that he was 
afraid the Houſe would be diſturb'd. She 
_ apprehended his fear, and following him out of 
Bed—No, zo, {aid ſhe, if I cannot live in Hap- 
pineſs, thou ſhalt not live beyond me, here I will fix 
my ſelf till my Husband come and transfix us both, 
that will be ſome Pleaſure, to dye with you, and hin- 
der any other from enjoying the Pleaſure that is 
dem) d to me. She urg'd him with that vehe- 
mence, that he perſwaded her to go into the 
Bed, and that he would come to her, and do 
what he could to acquit himſelf of what ſhe 
expected from him. 
Perſwaded by theſe fair Words, nor yet wil- 
ling to be caught in that condition by the 
Family, ſhe return'd to the Bed, ſuppoſing 
ſome neceſſary Occaſion might oblige him to 
ſtay a little; but he making tothe Door, with 
much ado got it open, and flying to his Man's 
Chamber, The purſu'd him; he had ſcarce got 
in ere ſhe was come to him; but being thus 
— ſhe vow'd Revenge, and ſo leſt 
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haut all this had made ſo much noiſe, that 
not only Matilda, but ſome of the Servants were 
rouz'd; and coming out with Candles, found 
Golofre's Door open, tho all his Cloaths there, 
and preſently Bertha full.of Rage and Tears, in 
her Smock: She could not bear the ſight of Ma- 
tilda, but giving her ſome blows and ſcratches 
on her Face, ſhe drove her to her Chamber, 
and had it not been for the Servants, had cer- 
tainly deſtroy'd her. This rouz d the Old-man, 
who miſſing his Wife, and hearing his Daugh- 
ters Voice, gets up, runs to her Chamber, and 
examines the matter, interpoſing his Authori- 
ty: My Dear, (ſaid Bertha) lying awake, I heard 
Matilda's Chamber-door open, and ſhe trip away, 
as imagin d, to Golofre's Chamber; fearing the 
worſt, I :mmeaiately went after thus in my Hot, to 
prevent what I fear d: I heard her open his Door 
and ſteal in; I follom'd and purſu d her even to his 
Bed, where ſeizing her, her Gallant roſe in her de- 
fence, threatning me in a vile and ſcandalous man- 
ner; but, unable to move me, 75 her out, and my 
Paſſion prevailing, beat her and ſcratch'd her Fate, 
bat am ſorry I proceeded ſo far, ſince I had happily 
prevented the Miſchief. EN 
_ This rais'd the Old-man's Indignation, and 
taking his great Sword, would have gone im- 
—_— to his Chamber, and made him pay 
his Life for his Attempts on the Honour of} his 
Family; but being a little pacified by his La- 
dy, and deſir'd to defer it till the morning, he 
was led back to his Chamber and Bed by his 
falſe Spouſe. The Servants and Matilda knew 
that all Bertha had utter'd was entirely falſe j 
. . all 
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and Matilda, who knew her Mother's Paſſion 
for Golofre, was ſatisfied that ſhe had made 
ſome fruitleſs Attempt on his Virtue, nothing 
elſe could have put her into ſo violent a Rage. 

Golofre's Man in the mean while got up, 
dreft himſelf, and coming down, found the Ser- 
vants-with Lights, by the help of which he 
gather'd his Maſter's Cloaths together, and 
carried 'em up to his Chamber, where he dreſt 
him, and told him what he heard from the Ser- 
vants below. Golofre was mightily touch'd 
with the Misfortunes of his dear Matilda, and 
choſe rather to expoſe himſelf and Bertha to 
the Reſentment of the old Gentleman, than to 
leave Matilda expos'd to the Malice and Re- 
venge of ſo barbarous a Mother: He therefore 
reſoly*d not to ſtir till he had ſeen the old Gen- 
tleman, and ſet things in as good a poſture as 
he poſſibly could. The old Man was up before 
his uſual Hour, full of Reſentment for the ſup- 
pos d Injury Golofre had done him; his Wife 
puſh'd him on, hoping that one or both would 
fall in the Quarrel, and that if either ſurviv'd, 
it might be in her power ſoon to fend him a- 
ter the other ; to ſuch dangerous Extreams do 
our Paſſions drive us, when we give our ſelves 
up to their conduct, without regard to Virtue 
or Honeſty. | 

Matilda had lock'd her ſelf up in her Cham- 
ber with only her Maid, full of Tears and De- 
ſpair both for her ſelf and her Lover. And 

now the old Gentleman and Bertha came into 
the Hall, where they found Golofre and his Man 


ready to take Horſe as ſoon as they had ſeen 
| A 2 him. 
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im. Bertha, to amuſe her Husband, imme- 
diately falls on the young Man, calling him 
baſe and treacherous Villain, a Spoiler of their 
Honour and Peace, and thunder'd out ſuch a 
Volley of abuſive Curſes, that the old Man 
Was fain to command her to be ſilent, and 
leave the righting his Honour to himſelf. 
Madam, ſaid Golofre, I am ſorry your Madneſs 
and Folly have put me under a neceſſity of declaring 
to yoar Husband, that your Rage at me is becauſe I 
would not be the Spoiler of the Honour of your Fa- 
mil), and not becauſe I had in vain attempted it: 
but the Preſervation of your Daughter's Life, and 
the clearing mine own Honour, oblige me to a Courſe © 
I tremble to take. 
Theſe words alarm'd both the Husband and 
Wife, but ſhe, who had only Impudence to 
bring her off, began to ſcold again, but her Huſ- 
band told her, that a method fo prepoſterous 
would more confirm him in his Doubts than 
all the Evidence Golofre could bring. Silence 
being therefore made, Golofre in as modeſt 
terms as poſlible let the old Gentleman know 
how ſhe had perſecuted him with her Love, 
and that if he had that Night but yielded to 
have broke the Bands of Hofpitality,there had . 
beenno Diſturbance, but he had departed in 
Peace, and done a Villany, which his refuſing 
to be guilty of has involv'd him in. He then 
oblig'd the Servants'to give an account of all 
they knew, and by comparing all together,the 
making was fatisfied of his Wife's deſign of 
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aking him a Cuckold, but not of the Matter 
of Fact, ſince he eaſily beliey'd that Golofre's 
7 2 a Heart 


* 
* 
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Heart being prepoſſeſsd with the Love of the 
Daughter, he might eaſily reſiſt what could be 
therefore no Temptation to him. Command- 
ing his Wife to her Chamber immediately, he 
took his leave of Golofre, and at his deſire ſent 
his Daughter to a Relation ten miles off, till 
her Face was recover'd, and ſhe got to London, 
there to undergo as heavy a Perſecution for 
Love under the Lady of the SUN. * 
What became of Bertha and her Husband 1 
know not, having only heard what I told you 
related by Matilda and Golofre, to Alicia, in 
hopes by that means to ſoften her Heart to 
pity a Love that aroſe in Misfortunes, and yet 
never met with any Smile of Succeſs. 
When Matilda was come to London, ſhe was 
graciouſly receiv'd by her Couſin the Lady of 
the SUN; and the more, becauſe ſhe found in 
her Charms that might be able to engage the 


Heart of ſome Man of Power to ſtrengthen 


her Intereſt when the old King ſhould die, and 
when ſhe muſt expect the Aſſaults of her Ene- 


mies, for all the Irregularities which ſhe had 


committed all the time of her Power. 

She try*d the King's Sons, but there ſhe was 
too much hated to hope for Succeſs, or any to- 
lerable Terms: ſhe at laſt conſider'd of her old 
Gallant de Ia Poole, by a ſort of Prophetic Spirit 
foreſeeing his Power and Intereſt in the next 
Reign, tho? then there was not the leaſt appea- 
rance of any ſuch mighty Fortune attending 
him. De Ia Poole faw her with admiration, 
and had he ſuppos'd that Alicia's Power would 


have been of any long continuance, he had 
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him. 


" BY 


ſoon gorg d tlie Bait; but as Matters ſtood, he g 


kept her in ſuch a ſuſpence, that ſhe had no 


reaſon hut to think that he thought the Match 
very honourable as well as advantageous to 


* 


f Golofre had made ſuch an Intereſt with a 


Privado of the Lady of the Sur, that he was ad- 
mitted with Matilda to make a full relation of 


all that had paſs'd between them, which they 
told in ſo moving and pathetic a manner, as 
muſt have mov*d Any one who could be ſenſi- 


'ble of any thing but her own Intereſt ; ſhe was 


too much a Conrtier to diſmiſs em without 
Hopes, tho? ſhe reſolv'd to diſappoint their 
Deſires. ee "301 e 

Golofre was no ſooner gone, but Matilda was 
order d to be ſtrictly guarded, and all Admit- 
tance (even Letters to or from Golofre) entirely 
forbidden: And de Ia Poole growing colder as 
the King grew weaker, ſhe applied to another 
young Spark, who was very great withall the 
King's Sons, had a Place about the Prince of 


Malts, and was therefore likely to ſecure her 


the better when he came to be King. He ſaw 
her, liked her and immediately agrees with 
the Lad) of i Sud, who acquaints Matilda, 
That {he mult prepare to marry this Gentle- 
man intwo days time, becauſe ſhe would not; 
leave ſo uſeful a Match to the hazard of For- 
tune ens 

Matilda was {truck dumb at the News, and 
diſtracted with Deſpair, reſolv'd not to outlive 
the violation of her Faith. With ſome Indu- 
fry and more Gold ſhe brib'd one of her 
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Guatds, (for Courtiers can't reſiſt Gold on any 
Conſideration) who convey'd a Letter from 
her to Goloſre, by which ſhe inform'd him of all 
that was deſign'd againſt his Happineſs and 
hers; promiſing,if he could contrive any way, 
that ſhe would flee with him from the hated 
Court, to the fartheſt part of the Iabitable 
World. It was the good Fortune of theſe Lo- 
vers, that the Meſſenger who brought Golofre - 

the Letter was the Son of a Neighbour of his, 
who'had formerly been ſupported by his Fa- 
mily Time out of _ enquiring his 
Name, took care to Tet him know his Obliga- 
tion, and with Prayers and more Gold 1 
to help her to eſcape to him the next Night. 
 Golofre got a Prieſt and every thing in order 
to fix Matters ſo faſt, that it ſhould not be in 
the power of Fate to ſeparate em any more. 
All things being therefore done with Diligence 
and Care, Matilda was convey'd to an Apart- 
ment provided, and immediately married to 
him; and the Hour of the Night, and further 
ſecurity of their Love requiring it, they imme- 
CH went to Bed; where I leave em to 
thoſe Joys true Lovers find in each others Em- 
braces, and return to the Lady of the Sux, who 
was ſoon inform'd of her Eſcape, and of the 
Servant that convey'd her away. Her Rage 
being highten'd by CROP ointment of that 
Refuge fe promis'd her ſelf, ſhe imploys all 
her Creatures to make ſtrict enquiry after em, 
who at laſt lighting on the Houſe, ſearch'd it, 
and found em in Bed together. Golofre told 
em ſhe was his Wife, and that no Man had 
n H 4 power 
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power to ſeparate em, which now could only 


done by. that God who joyn'd *em. 


+». 'Kaild not on that, ſaid one of the Leaders of 
thoſe who ſearch'd for em, for the Court can 


40 as much as he that made you, in this or any thing 


ele, when it 1 
pet Power to 


any thing in this, we ſball only ſecure 
Jo here till we inform our Lady what diſcovery we 


have made. 


Alicia was more enrag'd that ſhe was diſap- 


pointed, than if ſhe hadallow'd him a Favour 


tor Friendſhip; but reſolving not to loſe the 
means of, her future Security, ſhe: determin'd 
to deſtroy him by the force of Law if poſſible; 
if not, by more clandeſtine means. She eaſily 
obtains a Warrant to ſecure him for ſtealing a 
valuable Jewel at the ſame time he carried off 
her Couſin; ſhe had thoſe that on his Tryal 
would ſwear it, and doubted not of the Kind- 


05 neſs of the Judge to wreſt an Evidence to her 


fide as far as he could, Matilda was forc'd from 
her dear Husband by the violence of the Meſ- 


ſengers, and born to Alicia at the fame time 


that Golofre was carried to Priſon, The poor 
Lady Matilda ſuffer d, tho? not in ſo nauſeous a 
Priſon, yet in a fine Room, all the Perſecution 
Me was capable of from the Laay of the Sun, 


| whoſe Rage Was proportion'd to the Difap- 


* 
* 


ointment ſhe had given her: She upbraided 
her wich Folly and Ingratitude, proteſted that 
er favour'd Lover or Husband ſhould be 


hang' d, and that ſhe would rurn her out ta 


Mitery, if ſhe did not comply, and marry the 
Thys 
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Thus was ſhe for ſome time perſecuted, and 
Golofre by the unwholſom Damps of the Priſon 
became ſickly, when the very Perſon Alicia 
planted for his ruin, deliver d him, The Lady 
of the SUN had as ei Matildz to receive her 
Friend kindly, and to make no diſcovery of 
her being already married, or ſhe would take 
care, by the next Viſit, to remove her pretend- 
ed Husband out of the World; and ſo intro- 
ducing her Friend, leit the young Couple to- 
gether. He preſs d his Love, ſhe diſcover” 
nothing but Deſpair, till affected with her 
Grief, he began ſeriouſly to enquire into the 


Cauſe; and having work d her into a belief of 


his Sincerity by his Proteſtations both of Secre- 
cy and Service, ſhe told him the whole Story 
of her Amour and Marriage, and the cruel 
Event of it. Now, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) if your Pre- 
tences of Love are real, you will not ſee me miſera- 
lle, but bring me ſome Relief; yet no Relief can be 
of any force with me, but the defer of my Dear Go- 
lofre ; Aiſt in that, and youll oblige me in ſo ſen- 
ſible a manner, that any thing in both our powers mill 
be ever your Due. The young Courter, tho? 
touch'd with the Story, was yet ſo much a 
Courtier as to da nothing without a Bribe, 
where it cquld be had, and therefore preſſes 
thoſę Favours ſhe could grant, without depen- 
ding on any one elſe: She reſiſts ſo vigorouſſy, 
that even eee was offer'd, till ſhe deſir'd a 
Parley; the Articles were, That when he had 
ſet *em both at liberty, and done ſomething 
worthy ſuch a Favour, he might demand with- 


out fear of a Repulſe. Tho? Matilda never de- 
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+» ly furprizdatan Account of the Cauſe, and go- 


16 TheGorvex Ser. 
fign'd tocomply with his lewd Defires, yet ſhe 
had found, that Sincerity was of no uſe in a 
Court, where falfe Promiſes are current Coin. 
All the young Man'could do, was to find out 
Golofres Priſon, and remove him to better Lodg- 
ings, which he had no way to do, but only by 
threatning the Goaler with ſevere Puniſhment, 
if Golofre miſcarried under his cuſtody; telling 
him, That Madam Alicia's Reign was very neat 
anend, when not only ſhe, bur all her Creatures, 
. be brought to anſwer their illegal Pra- 

ces. "x 2 | , . | | *. 2 
© Golefre being remov'd into a more wholſome 
Apartment, began to mend apace; and the Lady 

of the SUN hearing by her Spies of the Goaler's 
ſudden Kindneſs to the unfortunate Priſoner, ſent 
him a fevere Reprimand, letting him know, that 
fince he had remov'd him from a place that 
would have difpatch'd him to their hands, ſhe 
expected he would now take care himfelf to ſend 
him to another World. In theſe Streights, on 
both fides, the Goaler knew not what to do; but 
conſulting with his Wife, (a notable Baggage, 
and one who had taken ſome liking to Golofre) 
the advis'd him to ſend to Alicia, that he ſhould 
be diſpatch'd the next Night, and at the ſame 
time to convey him away to ſome place out of 
Tow till the King was dead, which was hourly 


— 
, 


. 


— 


- expeced. e e, 

Tho' this News was agretable to Alicia, it 
ſtuck Matilda to the Heart, who was juſt expi- 
ring with the News: When her new Lover came 
and found her in that condition, he was extream- 
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ing to the Goaler, aſſur d him of a ſevere Puniſh. 
ment as ſoon as the King was departed, who 
could not hold out a day longer. The Goaler at 
laſt taking him aſide, under the aſſurance of Se- 
crecy, told him what ke had done, and where he 
migbt find him. He comes back to Matilda with 
this good News, which immediately reviv'd her, 
and made her deſire that he would take her out 
with him, and convey her to her Husband, ſince 
by his Authority ſhe might go out, tho' not 
without it; and, that it was now a proper time, 
Alicia being confin d to the King's Chamber, he 
being now on his Death-bed. * 
The Gallant, who could deny her nothing, 
comply'd with her Deſires, and convey'd her to 
her Dear Golofre, delivering her into his Arms, 
with an aſſurance of all the Service in his power 
at any time. The Gallant being gone, Aatilda 
and her Husband refoly'd that moment to retire 
far from the Court, and to live on that pretty 
Fortune he had, where neither Luſt nor Ambi- 
tion ſhould ever interfere with their Love. | 
In ͤthe mean time it was now the turn of the 
Lady of the SUN to grieve for the King, there 
were manifeſt Tokens of Death, yet did ſhe ſtill 
flatter him with Hopes of Life, ſo that he negleQ- 
ed making that Proviſion for his Soul which a 
dying Chriſtian ſhould, till he was taken quite 
ſpeechleſs: Mean while the Lady of the SUN took 
care to make uſe of her Time, purloining away 
the moſt valuable things in the Palace, ſſealing 
the very Rings off his Fingers as he lay expiring, 
and then, like a true Harlot and Favourite, left 
him gaſping for Life, not capable of 3 
PTV 


.. 


3 


ah 108 Ibe Go LDE N SP Y. 


_ RO 


Word, and with only one poor ſimple Fryar in 
the Rooonmn. | 
The old King being dead, and the young 


one proclaim'd, as there were many about him 


who wiſh' d for their ſhareof the Plunder of the 
Lady of the Su, either by Bribes or Grants, ſo 
they let her not long continue unmoleſted, 
bringing a Proceſs againſt her: Yet ſhe on her 
fide had ſo well imploy*d her time, that with 
her Money ſhe had corrupted many of the 
Lords, and all the Lanyers of England, who did 
not only ſecretly ſollicite her Affair, but pub- 
| lickly pleaded her Cauſe, and us'd all their In- 
tereſt in her behalf: Yet ſhe was fo much and 

enerally hated for her rapacious Avarice, that 
ſhe was ſo vigorouſly proſecuted by the Parlia- 
ment, being by her own Mouth convicted, that 
ſhe was baniſh'd the Land, and all her Eſtate, 
movable or immovable, forfeited to the Ex- 
thequer, from whence (by the late King's Fa- 
vour, or rather Dotage) it had been ynduly 
. 

On her departure ſhe gave the Ring, in 
which I then was, to Michael de ls Poole, in 
hopes that if he arriv'd at the good Fortune 
that had been foretold him, he might do her 
ſome Service as to recalling her into her own 
Country, from a Baniſhment ſhe abhorr'd; 
but he, like a true Courtier, before he was ſo, 
ſoon torgot her ; nay, made it his buſineſs to 
joyn with all that rail'd againſt her. 


I hope, b What I have told you (ſaid my 


, Guinea) of the Lach of the Su, I've been _ 
» 91 
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with the Seignior and Monſieur; but what is to 
come ſhews my Power more thanany Inſtance 
they have produc'd; it was in thenext Reign 
after my Lady Alicia's dominion that this Ex- 
periment was made. 

The Grandſon, yet a Child, fucceeded Ed. 
ward III, and tho' he reign'd 22 Years, yet 
without the Glory of his Grandfather, he had 
all the Dotage of his Age; for never Prince had 
more Favourites, and thoſe more unworthy of 
his Favour, and whoſe curſed Advice at laſt 
brought him to an ignominious End in a pri- 
vate ſtate. E're yet he was of age, this Michael 
de la Poole, made Earl of Suffolk, Robert de Vere 
Duke of Ireland, with an Archbiſhop of York, 
had led him fo aſtray, that the Parliament did 
threaten to depoſe him if he would not ſurren- 
der thoſe Miſguiders of his Youth, and come 
to them ; which being oblig'd to do, his Fa- 
vourites fled : De Ia Poole, before he was ſet at 
liberty by the King, to make a ſecond Eſcape 
after he was taken at Calzce, gave me to the 
King, as a Token to remember him, aſſuring 
him I once belong'd to the fineſt Lady in the 
World; and that as he believ'd he ſhould ne- 
ver ſee His Majeſty more, ſo, as his laſt Advice, 
he recommended the E. of Nottingham to him 
for a Man of Judgment, and one who could put 


him in a good way of managing the Parliament, 
who had hitherto been ſuch a Curb to his In- 


| Clinations. 


The King took his Advice, and being now 
One-and-twenty Years of age, aſſum'd the Go- 
vernment himſelf, and by the Advice of _ 

Ear 
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Earl of Wiltſhire and the Earl of Notting ham, 
made many alterations: And the time of Par- 
liament coming on, he advis'd with his new 
Favourite Nottingham how to order that point. 
My Leige, (ſaid my Lord Nottingham) ſome of 
our Princes have taken very wrong Meaſures for the 
Ents they have aim d at; they have taken it with 
Diſdain, that they could not do what they pleard 
without being accountable to any among Men; and 
have on thoſe Notions grown ſo unpopular, that if 
they have not loft their Crowns, they have conſide- 
rably ſhaken em, and had a Reign perpetually di. 
ſturbd with Tamults and War; whereas if they had 
but confider'd matters juſtly, they might have been 
much more abſolute, and much more ſecure in al their 
Arbitrary Proceedings, if they had but ſtudied the 
Art of bribing the Members of Parliament. Tour 
Majeſty has a great number of Places in your Gift, 
which ought to be diſtributed among the leading and 
active Members of your Houſe of Commons, ta others 

you muſt give Penſions, which will never be a Far- 
thing out of your Pocket, for they will not ſcruple to 
give Taxes, ſo long as by yoar Gifts they have as 
Encreaſe and Intereft for their Money: Nor wil 
they be over-nice in examining into Accounts, when 
their own Receipts muſt be found amongſi em. By 
theſe two Articles you engage another numerous 
Party of Gentlemen, who are in hopes of the ſame 
Advantage, and theſe will go a greater length than 
thoſe already in Pay, fince they will perſwade them- 
ſelves, that the more they do to merit a Reward, 
the greater the Penſſon or Place will be, When this 
Method is fix'd, you need advance but one or two in 
a Seſſion, and you carry all before you; all 725 
| I | Actions 
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Ackions are ſtamp d with Jure Divino, and you can 
do nothing that can he found fault with, fuce yon 
have then the whole Power of the Nation to back 


1. a 
The King ſeem'd well pleas'd with the Ad- 
vice, and reſolv'd to put it in execution. The 
time for Election coming on, his Agents went 
to all the Boroughs, and ſpar' d no Bribes to get 
Men fit for the turn, and capable of being ma- 
nag d by the Court; ſo about Lady-day the 
Parliament meets, and care was taken to have 
Sir John Buſhy choſen Speaker, and Sir William. 
Maggat and Sir Henry Green were the chief Ma- 
nagers of the Court Cauſe ; Men who were 
ignorant, covetous, and ambitious : Nor muſt 
we leave out their Flattery, Sir John Buſhy in 
his Speeches not being contented to give the 
King his due Titles of Honour, but ſuch as 
were fitter for the Majelty of the Almighty, 
than for any Earthly Prince. 
Such a Power had Gold and this Method 
with the Parliament, that meeting in the be- 
ginning of the Year 1398, at Shrewsbury, the 


King, by the Intereſthe had made among 'em, 


caus'd not only all the Proceedings of the Par- 
liament in the tenth of his Reign (which were 
great Aſſerters of Liberty) to be condemn'd 
andannulFd, but even obrain'd a Conceſſion 
of 'em, That after the preſent Parliament 
ſhould break up, its whole Power ſhould be 
conter'd upon, and remain in certain Perſons 
by them particularly nam'd, or any ſeven or 
eight of 'em, who by vertue of ſuch Power 

| granted 


1 _— 9 © % 
a Rd 

= E. " 
TOS 
* 


eee 
granted did afterwards proceed to act and de- 
termine m: things concerning the publick 
ſtate of the Nation, properly the Buſineſs of a 


Parliament. 


- Yet, in confidance of this Method, the Earl 


of Nottingham loſt his Country, and the King 


himſelf his Crown; for there is ſuch a Love of 


others had ſpent ſome Time in it, hop'd the 


Liberty fix'd in this Nation, that no Court yet 


has been able to oyerthrow it; as moſt Courts 


(except this preſent, where Patriots only pre- 


vail) have made it their fruitleſs Endeavours 


to do, 


The Gaines perceiv'd by this time that I 
rew fleepy, and therefore excuſing himſelf 
r the length of his Entertainment, after two 


Variety of the Matter would make Amends 


for the long tediouſneſs of the Narration; and 
ſo we all committed our ſelves to Silence. 
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HoOꝰ . much of the laſt N ight was ſpent 
in the Accounts my GOLDEN SPIES had 


given me, yet I loſt good part of What re- 
main'd, in ruminating on what TI had heard. 


I that had falſly abus'd my felt with an Opi- 


nion, that none were worſe than my felt, was 


ſtrangely ſurpriz'd to find Men guilty of ſuch: 
Crimes as would never enter into the Heart of 
Man to act or imagine: Is it poſſible (faid I 
to my ſelf ) that all thoſe Maxims of Right 
and Wrong, of Virtue and Vice, which I have 
learnt from my Childhood, and read confirm'd: 
in the Commonwealths of old; ſhould be no- 
thing but a vain Speculation, that only ferves 
to miſlead him who believes it into Ruin and 
Perdition ? Can it be, that what ſeems to be 
tounded on the Criterion of Truth, Evidence, 
ſhould indeed beonly Matter of meer Scepti- 
ciſm? And, that thoſe who ſeemingly govern 
the World, and dire& the ſecret Movements 
of the State Machine, _ lay thoſe things 
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"114% I GOLDEN SF TJ. 
don as Maxims of Wiſdom, and the ſacred 
Rules of Prudent Conduct, which bear all the 
Marks of a Conſummate and moſt Diabolical 
Villany? This ſtill rais'd my Wonder to a 
greater height, to conſider how they could keep 
Human Society together, or that any Govern- 
ment-could live, much leſs flouriſh, under the 
Direction of ſuch Maxims as are deſtructive of 
the Public Good and all Particular Happineſs. 
The Conſuſion of my Thoughts upon this 
intricate Subject turn'd my Brain ſo, that gid- 
dy with the View, I tumbled at laſt into an 
uneaſie Slumber, which held me till the ap- 
proach of Day: Soon after ariſing, I put all 
but my Guinea into my Scrutore, and retiring 
into my Cloſet, taking it out, and laying it on 
my Table, I thus addreſs'd my ſelf to it. 
The Relations you all gave me laſt Night 
have not a little diſturb'd my Repoſe : "Tis 
true, I was not much affected with the Villa- 
nies of 7:aly and France; the Miſery of Slavery 
both-in Church and State, under which they 
groan in a different degree, would make one 
eaſily {uppoſe they can renounce all the Duties 
of Religion and Humanity :- But when you 
came to advance the ſame on the Great ones 
of our Nation, I confeſs, I was in hopes that 
having receiv'd ſome Diſobligation at Court, 
you dealt with it as moſt Grumbletonians do. 
eretore ſince we are alone, pray be candid, 
and ſet my Judgment right in this Particular; 
Is not our Court always free from thoſe Villa- 
mes of the firſt magnitude, which are ſo well 
known to prevail in all other Courts ? 
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doubt my Veracity, who could receive no Ad- 
vantage from impoſing a Falſity on you in any 
thing of this nature; but I am willing to be- 
lieve this Incredulity, from the charitable Opi- 
nion you have of your Countrymen, imagin- 
ing them free from all the Vices of other Na- 
tions: But that's a very great miſtake; I've 
been in many Countries and Courts, and know 
that the Magnitude of Vice is varied ſome- 
times by different Modes and Kinds. The 
Exzliſh,1t's true, ſeldom make ſo little of Mur- 
der in their Revenge as the Spaniard or Italian, 
but tlien they find to the full as ſmall a Con- 
cern in the public Depredations as any Coun- 
try in Chriſtendom : And it is remarkable, that 
the two great Courts of Concourſe, the Rivals 
of the Engliſh Court, I mean Rome and Ver- 
ſailles, have each had their Time in encourag- 
ing the finer Arts and Sciences, ſuch as Paint- 
ing, Poetry, Eloquence, Muſick, &c. but the Ex- 
glifþ Court has never yet thought it worth its 
while to encourage Men of Art. *Tis true, 
there have been ſome forward puſhing Fellows 
fortified by Ignorance, who ſharing a ſmall 
ſmattering in ſome of theſe Arts, have found 
eaſie Acceſs to, and particular Favour from, 
the Great Men of Britain, who ſeldom yet have 
had Diſcernment enough to diftinguiſh, or Ge- 
nerolity enough to prefer a Man of Art to a 
bold Pretender. | 
This is a Mark of a Scandalous Avarice, 
every one aiming at the making his own Mar- 
ket of the Public; which is the Bubble to 
I 2 ery 


I am ſorry (replied my Guinea) you ſhould. 
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"GCOLDEN Sr. 
ery Side and Party, while all make a Cla- 


mour of the Service of Prince and Country, 
that they may have it in their Power to love 
only themſelves; and ſcarce any Nation can 
ſhow ſo many Families rais'd, and ſo many 


Eſtates got by the Public, as this land, that 


boaſts of her Virtue and Liberty. 


My Guinea then pauſing a while, call'd 
ſoftly to me to lay my Ear cloſer to him ſince 
what he had to utter was not to be truſted to 
aVoize that might be interrupted by any other. 
I was curious enough, not to make any Dif- 
fizulty of punctually obſerving his Directions; 
where he unfolded ſuch Monſtrous Vices to 
the confounding of Sexes and Nature; ſuch 
prodigious Hypocriſies,to the calling in doubt 
of every thing that is faid and done; ſuch 
villanous Deſigns, as would make one think 
that there was no other Hell, and that the 
Devil was not only Prince of the Air, but 


Prince of the Earth. 7 


He pull'd off the Mask from the falſe Pa- 
triot, and ſhow'd him a cruſty hypocritical 
Knave,that laugh'd at the cauſeteſs Credulity 
of the People, by which he made his Mark 
of the Liberty and Property. In ſhort, the 
Myſteries he reveaPd are like thoſe of Bona- 


lea, which are not to be expos'd to unhallow'd 


Eyes, for fear the Senſe of Things ſhould de- 
troy all confidance betwixt Man and Man, 
and ſo put an end to Humane Society. 
Theſe things I reſerve for a more lucky Op- 


pPortunity ; for tho' the Piety, Public Spirit, 
Generolity, Learning, and good Senſe of the 


Pre- 
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preſent Court muſt ever exempt it from all 
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parallel in this Account, yet ſince the De- 


pravity of Men is ſo great, that either thro' 
Envy or Diſſatisfaction they will find ſpots 
in the Sun, I {hall not give thoſe evil Incli- 
nations the Satisfaction of fiading Fewel tor 
their Malice in what I ſhall thus publickly 
deliver. Putting, therefore, my Guinea in my 
Pocket I left my Chamber, and took the Air 


as far as Hamſtead, diverted my {elf with a Bot- 


tle, and the Converſation of a Friend ; I mean 
2 Companion; for, by what I had heard, I be- 
gan very much to doubt whether there were 
any ſuch thing in the World as a Friend, ſince 
every Man has his on Intereſt and Self. Love 
ſo much in his Eye, and at his Heart, that it 
is almoſt impoſſible to find any one without 
a Deſign on his Neighbour for his own advan- 
tage. 
n to Town, I fell in at Bradbary's, 
in purſuit of a Relation, who was one of thoſe 
Fools who would put it to the determination 
of the Dice, whether his Money ſhould be his 
own or not, ?Tis true, that the Dice are ſome- 
times very good Judges in the Cafe, deciding 
the Cauſe for the poor Sharper againſt the rich 
Bubble; which puts me in mind of a Story 
much in favour of the Cubical Gentle- 
men, There was a French General, that being 
now grown old, deſir'd as a Retreat the Go- 
vernment of {ome Province, where being to be 
Judge in meum and tuum as well as criminal 
matters, the King ask'd. him how he would 
do, withour any Inſight into the Law, as ha- 
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o L DEN Oey. 
Ving always been bred a Soldier? He told the 
King he would venture his Majeſties diſplea- 
ſure on the juſt diſcharge of his Office. He 
nas the Place, comes off with wonderful Ap- 
plauſe, in all his Deciſions; inſomuch that his 
Reputation of an able as well as juſt Judge 
went before him to Court; where being ar- 
riv'd, the King was very inquiſitive to know 
how he could order matters ſo well as to pleaſe 
every body in a Poſt in which the ableſt Law- 
fer uud aiPd. He told his Majeſty, that his 
Method was this — he carry'd with him to 
the Bench a Box and Dice, and having heard 
both ſides, he then threw for . Plaintiff and 
Defendant, and whoever had the higheſt Dice 
. carry'd the Cauſe; and that he ſeldom miſt of 
judging Right by this Method, to the Satis- 
faction of all that heard ſo well-pois'd a Judg- 
ment. | 
But finding not my Relation, J retir'd to- 
wards Home, deſirous to make ſome further 
Enquiries of my wonderful Spies, in matters 
I did not fo very well underſtand. Being got 
into my Bed-chamber, and having diſmiſs'd 
my Man, ſet my loquacious Pieces at large, 
and with my Guinea laid them on the little 
Table by my Bed, into which I got, and de- 
ſir'd them to proceed in their farther Account 
of the Court,which yet I thought was far from 
WAZ 95 15 
Io number up the Vices, as ſome Tramont«- 
ni call them, faid the Italian Piece, or the Vir- 
tues, as the wiſer Italians count them, would be 
anendles Take | You count ambition, dur 
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ther by Poiſon, or Dagger, Whoredoms ; pri- 
vate diſpatches of their own Wives, and other 
Womens Husbands, Contracts, Re- contracts 
for advantage of Fortune or Revenge, great 
Hypocriſies, falſe Complaiſance to thoſe you 
depend on, and Inſolence to our Dependants. 
You, I fay, court Vices of the firſt magai- 
tude; we think them wile Precepts of Policy, 
to gratify our Pleaſure and Intereſt. You 
make a great noiſe about Favourites making 
their Fortunes by the Goverment; we look on 
itas a Duty, and a Cuſtomary piece of Pru- 
duce, and in this we have Precedents of the 


_ . wiſeſt and beſt Romans; Cato the Elder thus 


rais'd himſelf from an unknown Villager to 


the Head of the Commonwealth; Marius from 


a Plebeian to a ſeventh Conſulſhip, Sy{la from 
a deſperate Fortune to the Head of the World. 
Nor did any of *em regard thoſe muſty School 


Morals which teach ſuch a Reſpect to other, 


not center*d all in themſelves, while Epictetus 
remain'd a Slave by following the contrary 
Maxims. 
Thus you Gentlemen make a mighty Do 
againſt Gaming, which is a thing that has 
prevaiPd over all the World, ev'n from this 
to China it ſelf, where they play away their 
Wives Children, and themſelves to Slavery, 
in the Ardor of their Sport. 4 

I was pleasd with his mention of Gaming, 
and defir'd him to let us know what Diſcove- 
ries he had made in that Affair. Gaming (ſaid 
he) may have many ill ei I will 
not deny it, but ſince it is ſo eſtabliſh'd a Cu- 
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1 The GOLDEN Ser. 
tom, that it is a ſort of Ruſticity and Ill-breed- 


ing not to Game, I know no other Rule of our 
| 10708 but the common Uſage and Mode of 
All Nations. It is a thing fo follow'd in Italy, 
that every Village almoſt yield us daily Exam- 
ples of the good and evil Effects of it; by 
which ſome poor Rogues get Riches, and other 
Wealthy Fools get Beggary: and like other 
_  Tradesit ſeems a nęceſlary Engine of Provi- 
= ' dence,tocompleat that Viciſſitude, which is ſo 
® viſible in all things under the Sun, 


Thc Unucky Caſt. 


ere was in the Town of Leg hora a Mer- 
cChant of ſome Note, who, beſides his 
Adventures at Sea,did often venture an Eſtate 
by Land, and make quicker Returns by the 
Dice, than ever he could do by all the Wings 
of the Wind. He had long ſince ſent his 
Prentice to China, where ſome years he had 
been his Factor ; but having got a tolerable 
Eſtate, he return'd home for himſelf, and ina 
little Time marry'd one of the molt beautiful 
Women in that part of Italy. Freſcobaldi the 
Maſter kept a very good Correſpondence with 
his quondam Factor Antonio, and was a more 
intimate Friend than ordinary, preſent at his 
Wedding, and ſaw his Wife with Eyes not 
ſo hoſpitable as Friendſhip requir'd ; but that 
in Italy) never enters into the Balance with 
Pleaſure or Profit; ſo Freſcobaldi finding that 
his Heart was entirely engag'd by the Wife 
of Antonio, was reſolv d by one means or other 
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to become Maſter of his Wiſhes, and poſſeſs 
the fair Flaminia in ſpight of his Own Age, and 
her, and her Husbands Youth. NEE OY 
He employ'd all his Art, ſet to work all 


the Engines of this Venereal War, which are 


thought to be of uſe in Engagements of this | 


nature, ſuch as Preſents, female Agents, and 
the like ; but the Lady was not yet weary 
enough of her Husband, nor was her Appetite 
ſo deprav'd as to prefer an old batter'd Gal- 
lant to the Vigour and Fire of a luſty young 
Husband, Tir'd at laſt with the Obſtacles he 
met with, Chance threw 1nto his Head the 
means of accompliſhing his defires, tho? with 
the Ruin of Antonio and his Family. Antonio 
had added to the Italian Itch of Gaming that 
adyentitious Habit which he had got in the 
Indies. | > k Hg: „ 

Freſcobaldi puſh'd on the Humour, and eye- 
ry day won ſome of Antonios Money, allow. 
ing for ſome encouraging Intervals, which he 


had to fix his Bubble to his Arms: In this 


manner being highly in Game, Antonio loſt all 


his Ready-Money, and Bills of Credit, and 


had at laſt no ſtock left but himſelf and his 
Wife; he ſet both, and left both ; Feſcobaldi 
would remit nothing of his good Fortune, but 
ſells him to the Galleys, and takes her tp his 
own Houſe. ht | 8 

Let he had another task to accompliſh, tho 
he had her in his Power. It happen'd that 
ſhe either diſſik'd his Perſon, or his Treache- 


ry ſo far, as not to be prevaiPd with by any. 


Entreaty to accept of his offering a Heart 
„ Perl 514. 1 IJ. both 
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2 Th-Gortpen Sr. 
bHiotch deſpis d, and hated. This gave Heſco. 
Baldi ſome Trouble, but little Pain, ſince ſhe 
was in his Houſe, in the Hands of his Vaſſals, 
who muſt act by an implicite Obedience what- 
ever he commanded. The Night being there. 
 forecome, when he was reſolv'd to admit of 
no farther delay, Hamaria being in Bed, and 
in her firſt ſleep, by a ſecret door he conveys. 
himſelf into her Chamber, and quite into her 
Bed, beforeſhe wak'd, and ſpite of her ſtrug- 
ling accompliſh'd his deſires. But unable to 
ſtrugle for a ſecond Embrace, he left her, till 
he had recruited for another Encounter. He 
faw. her in the Dayall in Tears, which he en- 
deavour'd to mitigate by Praiſes of himſelf, his 
Riches, and Power to make her Happy ; but 
all being in vain, he told her, that ſhe had bet- 
ter ſubmit willingly to what her Fate had 
ſubjected her to, ſince he was reſolv'd to ob- 
lige her by Force to comply with his Will till 
he was weary of her, and then he would turn 
her upon the Common. But if ſhe would uſe 
thoſe endearing Arts of which without 
doubt by the Character of her Sex ſhe was Mi- 
- firefs, ſhe ſhould command both him and his 


. 


. 205 WS 
I know not how it came to paſs, whether 
thro Obſtinacy or unconquerableAverſion,ſhe 
could not be work'd on a, eaſie to his Wiſhes, 
ſo that tir'd with being oblig'd always to com- 
mit a Rape. by himſelt, he order'd two of his 
hire to hold her, whenever he had a mind 
d fatisfie his amorous Inclinations. As this 
was but animperiect Pleaſure to him, ſo it ex. 
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aud ſurrender my ſelf to Juſtice, © 
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treamly aggravated her Miſery; which ſhe 
was reloly'd to free her ſelf from, ev'n by her 
on Death; yet reſolving not to periſh alone, 
ſhe with a great deal of conſtraint pretended 
to relent, aſſur d him of a Complaiſance for 
his Paſſion, that would be more agreeableto 
his Wiſhes. Which ſhe obſerving for ſome 
time, had procur'd her {elf a greater Liberty 
than uſual, and in him a Confidance that be- 
tray'd him to his Ruin. For having by this 
means ſecretly got a Razor into Bed, in his 
firſt ſleep ſhe diſpatched him by cutting his 
Throat ; and not fatisfy'd with this, ſhe cut 
off the offending Parts, and having provided 
her ſelf with ſome Money and Jewels, ſhe 
made her Eſcape, and arriving at. the Place 
where her Husband was in the Galleys, ſhe 
paid his Ranſom, and ſet him at Liberty; 
which charm'd him beyond meaſure, fo that 
he would have proceeded to the Rights of a 
Husband, ſhe utterly refus'd him. No, 
(faid ſhe) Antonio, you have dealt by me top much 
like a Fool and a Villain ever to have any thing ta 


do with me more; you have brought me into too much 


Guilt to eſcape long the Puniſhment of the Law; 
Jet as ] once lov'd you, I have here ſet you at Li- 
berty with the Prize of my Honour and Freſcobal- 
di's Blood, Provide for your ſelf, left you ſhare 
my Fate, Nuom how to value your ſelf and your 


Honour more, and if it be poſſible for you,after what. 
ranquility, may you find. 


jou have done, to enjoy 
it in abundance, For my part, I have determin'd 
of my ſelf, and will this moment return to Leghorn 


Antonio 
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Acomo did all he could to perſwade her 
ccm ſo fatal a Reſolution, and that ſince ſhe 
Wits had ſo happily, eſcaped, not to put her Life in 
Wil in danger, which he did (as he ought to do) va- 
Wes lue much more than his own. But all perſua- 
fions were in vain, the next morning ſhe ſet 
3 gut for Leghorn, and he follow d her fo cloſe 
_ chattheyarriv'd juſt together, he ſtill diſſwa- 
10 died her from entring the Town,but allin vain, 
mn for ſhe went directly to the Magiſtrate's Houſe, 
_ and told him, that ſhe was come to ſurrender 
6 her ſelf up to Juſtice for the Murder of Freſco- 
Veld, who had receiv'd his Death by her 
7 T | 
8 She had no ſooner done, but Antonio inter- 
1 pos d, and told the Judge that ſhe was mad, 
1 for it was he who had murder'd Freſcobaldi in 
„ revenge of the Cheats he had put upon him 
— 1 in Play, by which he had not only ruin'd him, 
but ſold him to the Galleys. 
My Lord, (interrupted Haminia) the falſity 
of this is evident, for Antonio was a Slave in 
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| theGalleys when Freſcobal ii was kill'd, with 
bby whoſe Money I redeem' d my unjuſt Husband. 
_r This Conteſt held ſome time, till the Judge en- 
Jauiring into the whole Story, was wonder- 
ully touch'd with the Narration; but Mur- 
der being Death, he could not but commit her; 
yet took care ſo to repreſent the matter at 
Court, that Freſcobaldi's Death was look*d on 

2s a juſt Puniſhmeat of his Barbarity; and Ha- 
mai pardon'd the Crime. Antonio was 
0 baniſh'd for his unjuſt dealing by ſuch a Wife, 
1 yet had his Exile remitted by her Mediation, 
. * 2 5 & 3 2 \ e's | How: 
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However, nothing could prevail with her to 
live with Antonio any more; but ſhutting her 
{elf up in a Nunnery, ſhe ſpent her ſhort re- 
mains of Life in Prayer and Pennance, for ſhe 
dyd in leſs than a Year after her Encloſure; 
ind Antonio pin'd away in a melancholy Soli- 
tude a few months after. T7) | 
This (aſſum'd my little French Louis d Or 
is an Argument of the abominable Folly and 


evil Conſequence of Gaming, whiclr like other 


Vices has paſs'd the Alps from Itahj into France, 
and there has produc'd as many fatal Proofs of 
its Miſchief as in moſt places where it reigns: 
It has debauch'd moſt Families in the King- 
dom, and brought many to irretrievable Ruin. 
It has Baſtardiz d the Nobility, yet ſome have 


made their Fortune and enobled their Blood 


by it, as if it were an Excellence equal to the 
braveſt Martial Atchievements: Monſ. Cha- 
millard, from a petty Counſellor of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, became (by playing well at 
Billiards) Eirſt Miniſter of State. Tis true, we 
are ſomething refin'd in Morals a Ia Iralienne 
ſince the Miniſtry of Cardinal Mazarine, but 
we can by no means come to the Perfection of 
the Court of Rome, to call Vice Virtue, and Vir- 
tue Folly, Indeed ſome few Politicians act as 
if they were of that very Opinion, yet they keep 
a Decorum in their Profeſſions, and double their 
Villanies by a convenient and ſtrong Hypocriſie. 
Nay, 1n this very Evil of Gaming our Court has 
much reform'd the Abuſe, which was grown to 
a: vaſt height, by forbidding Baſſet and other 


Games of great Sums and great Chance, and lia- a 
Rb wu ble 
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In Ml ble to great Cheats; yet the Humour is ſtill ſo 
& | raadicated, as not to be entirely expel'd without 
ſeverer Laws. Monſ. Chamillard ow ing his Riſe 
d. his Skill in one ſort of Game, may perhaps be 
| excus'd for the Favours he has beſtow'd on ſome 
Scoundrels, who have come to make a Figure by 
being the Appendix of Gaming ; among the reſt 
there is one, whom by way ofridicule the Town 
has call'd the Chevalier de Gaſcoign, who was 
originally a Boy that us d to wipe the Bow lsst 
a Bowling- green, where Gentlemen giving him 
à petit Pitce now and then, he induſtriouſly took 
care to improve it by Gaming with his Equals, 
till by good Luck and Addreſs he encreas d his 
Stock, to be able to go a Louis d Or ſometimes 
with à Gentleman that was playing for a great 
deal of Money; an Indulgence which Men of 
114 Quality are very free of ro Scoundrels, tho ſel- 
mr  cvomtoMen of Senſe, / © 
Wy This ſoon enabled him to throw aſide his blue 
WH - - Apron, and entertain ſome more aſpiring Pro- 
- jects, by which hetry'd one day to make a con- 
ſiderable Figure in the Town, few or none being 
my _ſojuſttothemſelvestocxamin who and whence 
che Mortal is, that makes the Appearance of a 
Gentleman, and ventures his Money. He firſt 
gets into the Ordinaries, among the Foreigners, 
Vo are pretty numerous in Pars, by whom he 
rais d his Stock to about a thouſand Louis & Ores, 
then being unwilling to run any Hazard, took 
up a ſafer Courſe, and frequented the Baſſet and 
Hazard · tables of better faſhion, and being tho- 
_rowly acquainted with all who play'd, lent out 
his Money; making 5 or 10 per Cent. ina Night, 
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beſides going a Loui d Or by the bye with the 
Fortunate. 1 4 8 
Being now grown rich, he ſets up his Coach, 
and by | know not what means comes acquain- 
ted with Monſ. Chamilard, who managing the 
Treaſure of the whole Kingdom,and being prime 
Miniſter of State, had abundance. of valuable 
Places in his Gift, yet ne'r beſtou d one of any 
value on a Man of Merit or Learning: Mr. Racine 
(an excellent Poet) dying, he left, among other 
Places, one that was a perfect /ine Cure, of about 
400 Piſtoles a Year ; Mr. Chapelle (a very inge- 
nious young Man) ſucceeds him, but hapning to 
be prefer d to a Poſt of more value, this became 
vacant, and in the Gift of Chamillard, who in all 
Frauce could not find one more worthy of it, in 
his Judgment, than the famous Chevalier, the 
very Jeſt of the Town, equally worthleſs in Mind 
and Perſon ; his Countenance confeſs'd the Boor, 
he had but one Eye, clumſie in his Perſon, aw- 
kard in his Behaviour, and dull in his Converſa- 
tion; he wanted it not, while many a Man of 
Learning was ſtarving, without being able to re- 
commend themſelves to this Miniſter of State, 
who wasalways bard of Acceſsto Men of Parts, 
and open to Gameſters and Sharpers: He yetaf- 
fects the Opinion of being a Wit and Man of 
Senſe, bur wants enough to ſhew it, by provi- 
ding for thoſe who are more oblig'd to Fortune 
than Nature. But that's a thing now quite out 


ot taſhion in France, a certain Proof of its ſpee- 
dy declining. 
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ls. '1 could give you the Characters of ſeveral d. 
4 ther Gameſters in Paris, who have rais d them 
ſelves from the Coach Tail totheir Lord's Table. 
and Lady's Bed, but thoſe are things now of ery 
days experience, and you can't paſs the Streets 
without ſeeing Sharpers as well as Quacks in 
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their Coaches. 8 
But the Infection is ſpread even among the 
Nobility ; they play not now for Diverſion, as 
formerly, and on the ſquare, but Lords and Dukes 
turn Sharpers, and take the Trade out of the 
hands of the Scoundrels. There was a certain 
Marquis of a very great Fortune, and who has 
been deem d not only a Man of Senſe, but even a 
Critic and Poet; who being eat up with Ava- 
rice, that Parcimony would not ſatisfie his Thirſt 
of Gain: Reſolving therefore to ſet up for a 
Gameſter of the worſt ſort, as not deſigning ever 
to play fair: To learn to cogg a Dye, he had for 
ſome Nights together ty d down his Finger, to 
bring it to a habitual poſture of managirg it to 
advantage. This very Nobleman frequenting 
the public Gaming-houſes, tho? naturally a proud 
haughty Man, would ſubmit to a familiarity with 
the moſt infamous of People, if he thought he 
could bubble em of but 20 Louis d Ores. Among 
the reſt was a Fellow, who living at the fag-end 
of the Town, had pickt up about 500 Louis d Ors 
by dealing in Offals among the Poor: This Fel- 
low was ſo mad as to venture What he had got 
with much Induſtry and Pains, at the Uncertain- ; 
ty of a merry Main; but that he might have the | 
faireſt Play for his Money, he would frequent 


only thoſe Tables where the Quality was. The 
| Marquis 
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teſt my Servants uſe you ſamcily. Ah! my Lord, 
| K 
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Marquis ſoon found him out, and proving very 
complaiſant to him, reſolv'd to have the Bubble 
to himſelf. The Man was tranſported at being 
taken notice of by one of his Quality, and fo he 
ſwallow d the Bait. This Offal-man had won 
about 25 Pieces, and breaking up from Play, my 
Lord Marquis took him up in his Coach to fer 
him down near home, but indeed carries him to 
his own Houſe, and bubbl'd him that Night of 
all he had about him. He treated him handſom- 
ly, inviting him thither often, and fo diſmiſs'd 
bim highly ſatisfied with the loſs of his Money 
and the gaining his Lordſhip's Acquaintance. 

This held ſome time; the Offal-man won in 
public ſometimes, but was ſure always to loſe in 
private, till at laſt the Marquis had quite ſtript 
him. What to do he knew not, having leſt nei- 
ther himſelf nor his Family any thing to ſubſiſt 
on; but at laſt reſolv'd to try what rhe Marquis 
would do for him, who had won muzh the grea- 
ter part of his Money: ſo he comes to my Lords, 
was admitted as uſual, but appearing very pen- 


five, and the Cauſe being ask d, the poor Fellow 


confeſs'd his Folly, deſiring his Lordſhip to take 
ſome Pity on his condition, and give him ſome+ 
thing to begin the World again, and provide for 
his Family. No, no, ſaid the Marquis, thou art an 
idle Rogue, to go and throw away thy Subſtance at 
Gaming; thou art not tobe truſted ; for ſince thou 
haſt got ſuch an Itch, to truſt thee with Money is to 
ſend it from my ſelf to ſome other, for thou It only 
be the Porter of it to ſome Sharper. Go get thee out 
of my Houſe, Im not Company for Off al-men ; away, 
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ſome Pity, ery'd the poor Fellow; What can I 
= I bow 2 one Forrhin in the World, to lin 
Bread for my ſelf and Family). Why, you Rog us, 
(faid the Marquis) would you have me keep yout 
Family? Go . hang thy ſelf, if thou canſt get uo 
Money. n 17 ˙ nigh 
Thus turning him out of doors, the Fellow 
- took the Marquis's Advice, and went imme- 
- diately and hang'd himſelf. A terrible Exam- 
ple to ſuch Fools as throw away their Fortunes 
ar Gaming. | 5 
But this Noble Marquis ſerv'd another 
Tradeſman as bad a Trick as this, which has 
made him pretty famous in his way. He had 
to do with an Upholſterer, who furniſh'd him 
a Country Villa, to the worth of about 8 or 900 
Piſtoles; he had often waited on the Marquis 
for his Money, but got nothing but fair Words, 
till at laſt he was tain to ſpeak fo preſſingly, 
that the Marquis appointed him a Time to 
come and receive his Money. The man was 
extreamly pleas'd at his Succeſs, and returns 
punctually at the time appointed: He was in- 
troduc'd with all the Civility imaginable, had 
into my Lord's Cloſer, where his Lordſhip be- 
ing at Breakfaſt, he was made to fit down and 
drink ſome fine Wine, being aſſur'd that when 
his Steward came he ſhould be paid all his Mo- 
ney. The Time in the mean while hanging 
on their hands, the Marquis ask*d the Tradeſ- 
man it he could play at any fort of Game, as 
Cards, Tables, or Dice; he replied, That he 
underſtood Trick-track as well as moſt Men: 
This News was very pleaſing to the Sn; 
OS, | | or 
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for that he was a Maſter of; tho he perfectly 
knew how to diſguiſe his Maſtery, till he had 
$x'd his Bubble: This he effectually executed, 
having loſt ſome Crowns to him, till now hot 


in Play, they doubPd their Bets; the Marquis 


wins two Games and loſes one, which raiſes 
the Trader to a deeper Game, till at laſt he was 
managꝰd fo finely, that he had loſt moſt of the 
Money he came to receive. mon! 

The Upholſterer began to fume, telling the 
Marquis he would play no longer, ſince he had 
not play'd fair with him. When ſmooth words 
would not do, the Marquis bully'd, aſſuring 
him of a good Baſtinade by his Servants, for 
an Inſolence that ought not to be pardon'd-; 
but in conſideration of his Loſs, he would pay 
him the remainder of his — provided he 
would never come near his Houle more. The 


Upholſterer knew not what to do, curs'd his 


own Folly, beg'd the Marquis's Pardon, and 


receiv'd about 60 Louis d Ores, (what remain'd 
of his Debt) needing no Threats to keep from 
à place where he could expect to meet nothing 


but Deſtruction. It was the Fellow's good for- 
tune, that it was not his All; he could yer 


keep up his Payments, and by a thrifty Lite 


afterwards made ſhift to provide for his Fami- 
ly, but put the Marquis ever after in his Lita- 


, inſtead of Deaaly Sir. 


Yet this Marquis, as cunning as he is, and 


as much as he is in with all the Sharpers, had a 


notable Trick put upon him by three or four 


Gameſters of the beſt credit and figure. ?Twas 


beforehand agreed among emſelves to let the 
wik K 2 Mars 
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Marquis into the Seeret, by pretending to take 
bim into a Bubble, from whom they propogd 
to win at leaſt three or four thouſand Piſtòles 4 
man: But they ſo order'd the matter, that 
while the Marquis thought himſelf one of the 
Sharpers, he was the only Bubble, loſing in one 
Night 6000 Lows d Ores, which they divided 
among *emſelves, as a lawful Trophy won 
from an Invader of their Province. | 

But there would be no end of relating the 


Adventures of this nature, which are the Buſi- 


neſs and Practice of ſo many hundreds as live 
2 on the Elbow ; were a true Hiſtory of 
the Acts and Deeds of this noble Marquis alone 


committed to Writing, his Character would 


be as ſingular among Poſterity as *tis in the 


preſent Age. 


But if theſe are the Diſorders among the 
Men, thoſe it brings among the Ladies are not 
fewer, or of leſs dangerous conſequence. Paris 


and the Court, for many Years, had given dai- 


1y Proofs of it before there was any ſtop put to 


it, which has not been ſo extenſive as wholly to 
ſuppreſs the Eagerneſs of the Ladies in Gaming 
and the Irularities it produces. 8 
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„ The Fair Ectravagant. 


Adam de Montpenſier was a young Loy 
M of infinite Beauties of Body and Mind, 


-Torſhe had as many Charms in her Wit, as ſhe 
had in her Face, Shape, and Mien; all theſe 
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were heighten'd with perfect Modeſty, yet ac- 
companied with a ſprightly Gaiety, that _ 
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her as tempting as invincible. This Cha- 
racter ſhe maintain'd ſome time after ſhe came 
fo Court, and her Husband was envy'd as the 
Happieſt Man in all the large Dominions of 
LEVIS the Great. But the Court, which is 
a place ofglorious improvement, in time work d 
on her, Temper, and ſer at Liberty the Woman 
in her, which afterwards playd its Part to the 
ut moſt. re yn) : Gael S, 

The Ladies of the Court firſt taught her 


to play, then brought her into Company that 


run the Humour up-to the height, whuch al- 
ways having a Spice of Avarice in it, hit Ma- 
dam Mont penſiers Temper fo exactly, that ſhe 
exceeded ſoon all the Gameſters of either the 
Male or Female Sex in thoſe Parts. But tho“ 
her deſires of Gain were infinite, yet her Luck 
was not ſo complaiſant to her Wiſhes; ſhe 
often loſt, and was at laſt torc?'d to ſtrain her 
Credit to ſupply her Luſt of Play; and when 
that was ſpent, unable to forbear the Cards, 
and as unable to prevail with Monſieur her Huſ- 
band to ſupply her Extravagance that way, 
ſhe began to reflect which way ſhe ſhould be 
able to ſupply her Wants without him. She 
therefore threw aſide her former refervedneſs, 
and ' admitted the Addreſſes of the many 
that admir'd her beyond their own Happinets; 
nay, ſhe began to learn to Coquet it at laſt, 
but yet kept within the Bounds of Honcur, 
She would provoke her Lovers to play with 
her, who of courſe mult loſe their Money to 
her, in hopes that Gold genteely thus thrown 


into her Lap,would make a Danae of her. But 
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as ho would not be ſuch Fools to throw 
away certain Money for an uncertain Favour, 
So that finding at laſt that ſhe muſt come clo. 
fer to the point, and give real Satisfaction be. 


by lucky Hits and good Management 
arriv'd to a vaſt ſtock of Money. Madam 
Mantpenſier's Eyes, Wit and Mien had warm'd 


Vivacity; 
Lady, whoſe tendre for Mose) was greater 
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t off till ſhe had ruinꝰd ſome, and tir d 


fore one Man, whoſe Purſe might ard, her 
Extravagant Gaming: and by ſome ſurmizes 
revive the Hopes of others, ſo far as to make 
em Bubbles to thoſe Hopes,which ſhe reſoly'q 
to gratify where ſhe could keep them n. 
ger alive without it. 
The firſt happy Man was Vander Abe 
Datchmas, whoflo rom a Tapſter in the Hague 
ad 


his Flegmatic Conſtitution into Love, and his 


Money had drawn her Thoughts to make him 
her Bubble. Vander Vermin was a goodly port- 
V. Fellow, and one-whoſe Perſon might-pleaſe 


2 Woman well enough, whoſe Inchnätions 


were that way. But then he was in his Con- 


verſation a dull heavy lump, without Spirit or 
yet his Money ſupply'd all to this 


than for Man a perfect Mercenary to lier Na- 


ture, v ho would deny no Havour for Gold, nor 

grant any without it ; with it the molt worth. 
leſs Wretch was an Adonis, wife it the m 
| Meritorious had no Charm. 


She did not however yield 60 His Ve 


vun, till ſhe had fram'd his Complaiſance to 
ns utmoſt ſtrerch; and till he grew as impa- 
| feat for the Favours/he thought. he had ſufff⸗ 
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ciently purchas'd, as ſhe was to be Miſtreſs of A 
moreof his Gold, to throw away to others ac 


The 1 at laſt being made, Van. 
der Vermin Overjoy'd at the Happineſs, indulges 
himſelf till the happy minute, according to 4 
udable Cuſtom of his Couitry, with the 
Bottle and an intimate Friend or two, who 
by his diſcourſe had diſcoyer'd to what Coun- 
| try he was bound, and theretore to make them- 
; ſolves ſport, they | took Care to convey ſome- 
| thing into his Glaſs, that in a fe Hours would 
have ſach an Effect, as would put both lum 
and the Lady into a miſerable Condition. 
The Hour is come, and away ſpeeds Vander 
Vermin, is admitted to the Ladys Room, and 
after a noble Preſent, they venture to Bed; 
where what was done I leave to themſelves; 
but they had not ſpent much time in theſe 
their Enjoyments before a diſmal Cataſtrophe # 
attended the Lovers, too ſecure of their Hap- bs 
pineſs from abroad, without ſuſpecting any 1 
Enemy within. Vander Vermin, who had per- 1 
form'd like a Lover of Vigour, attempting the 
ſame Race of Pleaſure again, the unlucky Doſe 
given by his Boſom Friends forc'd an unfor- 
tunate Paſſage both upwards and downwards, 
and in ſuch abundance, that the poor Lady 
8 out of her Wars, ſereams out, and 
lies in a miſerable Condition from the Bed in 
ber Shift, leaving the Heroę in a moſt expii- 
ing Condition. The truſty Maid flies to her 
Miſtreſs, alarm'd with the noiſe, but was al- 


moſt ſtruck down with the abomin hle ſtench 
Zutz e K 4 When 
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when ſhe came to the Bed. The Knight was 


left to ſhift for himſelf, while Abigal took care 
torecoyer her Lady, by ſtripping and waſhing 
her all over in a Bath that was at the other end 
of the Houſe, and whither Vermin could by 


* 


no means be admitted. 1e 
What to do he could not tell, he ſtill diſ- 
embogu' d, he ſtill purg'd to extremity, found 
- Himſelf as ſick within as ſtinking without; 
be heard that the Hour approach'd of Monſ. 
de Mont penſiers Return, and did not believe 
matters would be amended by his finding him 
in tliat Condition in his Houle, and his Lady's 
Bed. In ſhort, there being no Remedy, he 
Was fain to dreſs himſelf in that condition, and 
ſearce able to move, to get out into the Street, 
and make the beſt of his way to ſome Bag nio, 
or his own Lodging. The Evening was dark, 
Vet as Fate would have it, one of his Compa- 
nions half drunk, comes by with a Light, and 
knew him by his Cloaths, reels up to him, 
and going to embrace him, finds ſuch an un- 
ſavory flavour ſalute his Noſe, that he kept at 
a little more diſtance from him; he look'd very 
pale, and every now and then was taken with 
his paſt Evil. eee > 1. ee 
His Friend finding him very ill, he enquir'd 
into the matter, but being unable to ſtand or 
talk, they went into the firſt Cabaret, hence 
tending home for Linnen and his Servant, he 
was therefore put to Bed, hut continuing ill, 
Vander Vermin told his Friend, that he verily 
believ'd that he was poiſon'd by a Lady who 


had trat nige granted him the Favour of ma- 
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king her Husband a Cuckold, and ſo related 
to him the Adventure with this particular, that 


after he had drunk a Diſh of Chocolate with | 


her in the Intervals of Love, he found that 
ſtrange alteration in himſelf, nor did he expect 
to live till the Mor ning. But his Friend per- 


ſuaded him to ſend for a Phyſician, and try 
the means of recovery, altho? it ſhould fail 


of the End. A Gameſter is never fit to dye, an 

ſeldom willing in cold Blood, and therefore 
Vander Vermin comply*d with his Friends Ad- 
vice; and a Phyſician was come, but found 
no Symptoms of a capacity of taking a little 
Reſt. Where we leave him, and return to the 
Lady, who fled from him in a moſt lamentabl 

Pickle; almoſt dead, ſhe reach'd the Bath, _ 
with much ado by the help of Sweet Waters 
and Perfumes, qualified the filthy Odours 
which her unfortunate Lover had beſtow'd 
upon her. Lettice (ſaid the Lady) was ever a 
Woman ſo unfortunate.as I am, who aſter I 
had preſervd my Virtue as well as Reputa- 
tion thus long, when Ill-luck and my hard Stars 
had reduc'd me to a neceſſity of yielding to 
this Creature, our very firſt meeting ſhould be 
ſo fatal to my Satisfaction. Tis ominous, or 
rather a favourable Warning to meat the be- 
ginning of my Folly, to adventure no more 
into ſo hazardous a Voyage, Alas, Madam, 


reply*'d the Maid, I am ſorry for that Misfortune; 


but I am not of yoar Mind, dear Lady, nor would 
I ve at all dejected with one diſaſter, eſpecially fince 
the Evil it has produc'd is ſo. eaply redreſs d. But 
1 would never more have to do with 4 Dutchman, 
FT who 


— 


5 
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| Y'by Nation is. 4 flovenly Brute, fitter for the 


Gin-room than 4 fine Lady's "Arms; he is alw 
foi ling and when his Stomach is overcharg*d with 
ine, he eaſes it in any Place without any Ceremo. 


The good Lady being now well refreſh'd, 
and by degrees forgetting paſt Misfortunes, 
hen willing ear to her Maids Advice, which 
_ was not thrown away upon her. For falling 
to Gaming again, ſhe, had her uſual good For- 
tune; and obtain d that Exchequer which Van. 
Her Vermin had fill d, who being quite diſguſted 
With France by the laſt Adventure, left Pari 
and Intrigues to ſome new Comer. She then 
S among thoſe who adreſs d to her the 
Hue of Nemours, who was then paſt fifty, but 
A Man of a tolerable Vigour for his Age, and 
whatever he wanted in Vigour of Body, he had 
m that of the Mind. He had long follow'd 
Madam de Monipenſier with a fruitleſs Addreſs, 
till ſhe Having loft at 31 oblig'd to bor - 
row 200 Lonis , of him, which he lent 
with ſuch a Grace, that ſheeaſily imagin'd him 
A proper Man for her turn, and therefore re- 
folvd to 2 to thoſe Favours ſhe had 
Right to diſpoſe of. She — him ſuch fa- 
vourable looks, and ſuch diftinguiſhing mo- 
fals of Regard, that he had hopes, that his 
Happineſs would not terminate on this ſide of 
_ Enjoyment. He therefore, to engage her the 
more, was conſtantly with her at Play, and al- 
ways prevented her asking him for Money, by 
konveying it privately when he perceiv'd her 
cc And having made „ 
n b 


e 
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he was refolv'd not to loſe his Aim by the Neg. 


le& of any Opportunity of finiſhing an Intri- 
gue to his Satisfaction in the Arms of the fineſt 
Lady of Frauce. | | N Me 
The lucky Minute is come, and a fair 
portunity, join'd with a very little Importumi- 

ty, vanquiſhꝰd all the former Reſolutions, and 
made the Duke of Nemours as happy as he then 
defir*d* - But he was of a ſtrange Temper, that 
the moſt violent Paſſion before Enjoyment, 
ſoon after turnꝰd to Tndifference, Coldnefs an 

Averſion. The Lady ſoon diſcover'di.the 
Change, and was (heartily mortify*d at the 
Neglect. He avoided her Company as much 
as poſſible, and when he could not, he con- 
ceabd that Diſguſt of her which ſo reign'd 
in his Boſom. The Lady one day prefs'd him 
to know the Cauſe, with a deſign to make that 


uſe of his Pocket as ſhe had formerly done, but 


my neglett to your own ill Conduct; for when yout 
once admitted one to thoſe Favours, beyond which 
you had nothing to give, jou put an end to that Paſc 
fron which, till ſatisfyd, you might have turn d to 


your Pleaſure and my Slavery. He would not 


ſtay to hear her Anſwer, but flung from her, 
and left the Room. © * a 
Two ſuch Misfortunes in the two firſt In- 
trigues ſhe had ever ventur'd on, ſhould; one 


would think, have reſtor*d her to Virtue. But 


whatever Reſolutions of Goodneſs they rais'd 
in her for a time, the next ill. luck at Play de- 
ſtroy'd them, and threw her into the very fame 
neceſſities of hazarding her Happineſs as well 


>. 
15 
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28s Reputation, by a criminal Commerce with 

ſome Bubble of Quality or other.. 
Thus ſhe run thro the Ability and Patience 
of many a Lover, till her Husbands Chaplain, 
8 _ Intimacy with Lettice, and by his own 
bſervation, had found out ſo much of her 
Conduct that he reſolvꝰd to prefer his Suit to 
her, he thinking that ſo delicious a Morſel 
ought not entirely to go by the Mouths of the 
0 paying them at leaſt a Tenth. 
He found his Opportunity of ſeeing her alone 
in an undreſs, and fit for ſuch an Aſſault as 
he had deſign d, lying ſupinely on the Couch 

ina warm day, and her Limbs all diſtended. 

He got to her ſide, threw ) him ſelf on his Knees, 
and ſeizing her Body, deſir'd her not to be ſur- 
priz d till he had ſpoke a fer Words to her, on 
which her Ruin depended. The Lady a lit- 
tleſurpriz'd (but not difpleagd with the Per. 

ſon, who was very Handſom, and very Vigo: 
rous) ask'd him what he meant by this Inſo- 
lent Behaviour? to which the Prieſt thus brief- 
1 reply d. Madam, I muſt be very ſburt with you, 
J am privy.to all your Intrigaes from the Duke of 
Nemours dows to this time, nay, I could go higher, 
10 your ſcurvy Adventure with the Dutchman; I 
am, Madam, a Gentleman and 4 Scholar, my Friends 
who ablig d me to take Orders, could not dive ſtme 
Humane Nature and Humane Paſſions ; Beauty 
bas the ſame 44 on me as on other Joung men. 
I have view d jour Charms jo long with deſire, that 
to live longer without Enjoyment, is not in my Will 
nor my Power ; and ſince you have not deny d the 
bf Fevour ta thoſe who lov? you leſs, Lam : lo d 
SEND * 
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to attempt the ſame Happineſs, with this Comfort. 
that if 1 fail * Happineſs, I ſhall not 215 
my Revenge. | 

Madam de Montpenſier, like a true Woman, 
deny d all ſhe had been charg'd with, vow'd 
Revenge if he did not withdraw, and to call 
out if he preſs'd her any further; but lie was 
too full of Luſt to be frighten'd with words; 
and therefore preſſing the matter home, ſhe 

eaſily ſuffer d him to overcome, and was ſo 
well pleasgd with his Conduct, that ſhe con- 
tinu'd the Intrigue with him, till the diſcovery 
was the Cauſe of her Confinement and the 
Priefts Flight. For Madam having, in com- 
plaiſance to her Luſt of Gaming, gratify'd ſo 
many Gallants Luſts of Venus, it became a com- 
mon talk. till at laſt it reach*d her Husbands 
Ear. This made him more watchful of her 
Actions, which brought him at laſt to find this 

Lady and the Prieſt in a very familiar Conver- 
ſation, from which the Prieſt eſcap'd by leap- 

ing from the Window in a very uncanonical 

Condition, and the Lady to be confin'd to a 

Nunnery during her Husbands Life. And 

this was the unfortunate End of a Debauchery 
which firſt proceeded meerly from ſuch a Love 


4 on mmm 
- 


4 

of Gaming, which too many Lady's are poſ- 7 
ſeſsd with, without conſidering the fatal Con- 9 
ſequence of their Folly, 1 
The HoneF JI Lr. WET 4 


UT. Madam Grammont had more-Pru- 
1 JJ dence and better Luck, for ſhe was af- 
:#cted much in the fame manner, loſt all _ 
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could get of her Husband, or on his Credit; 
and that Fund failing, was fain to run on Tick 
to the Chevalier de Beaudin: He Was a gay. 
Man, had a great deat-of Money, and a very 
Handfome Wife of hisown ; who yet ſeem'd 
not ſo 1 his Bye as Madam Gram. 
mont, becauſe ſhe was his own. It happen'd 


that there was a particular Intimacy betwixt 


theſe two Lady's, ſo that they generally diſco- 
ver'd all the ſecrets of their Boſoms to one a+ 
not her unleſs they were of a Nature that would 
not admit of any Partner. Madam Grammont 
thought that the Money ſhe had loſt to the 
Chevalier was of that Kind; and therefore had 
never told her one Syllable of tlie matter, till 
ſhe found her ſelf under a neceſſity of doing 
it'to fave her own Honour, and jeep their 
Friendſhip inviolatee. 
The (Chevalier had long had a ſecret Paſſion 
for Madam de Grammont, hut never durſt utter 
a Word of it, till he had got her ſo much in his 
Debt, that he had reaſon to believe ſne would 
rant him any thing, rather than apply to her 
usband to diſcharge ſo conſiderable a De- 


mand; and then he began to declare his Paſſi- 
on for her, and urg'd it with ſome vehemence. 
She being one day at play, and having loft all 


her Money, was fain to apply to the Chevalier 
as uſual; but he denied her, without a Promiſe 
of a private meeting, where he might have the 
liberty of convincing her of the eagerneſs and 
reality of his Paſſion, She was too tar engag'd 


inher Play to ſcruple, and thetefore agrees to 


the Propoſal, and appoints the place, and like 
TW 15 | Fenn enn 23d. 2 
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4 Woman of Honour met him accordingly, but 
was not a little ſurpriz'd to find him ſo very in- 
tent for more than ever ſhe deſign'd to allow. 
him; however, ſhe had plac'd a Servant with- 
in call, to prevent the worſt of her Fears. 
The Chevalier knowing nothing of this, was 
by no means deficient in promoting his own 
Cauſe, Tho I ought not (ſaid Madam Grammont 
afraid to put him into Deſpair) to have admitted 
an Addreſs of this nature, and I believe ſhould ner 
have born it from any other, yet ſome Men have ſuch 
away, or natural Privilege, that we can't be angry 
at the Profeſſion we can't believe, and which perhaps 
might be more agrecable, if we could flatter our ſelves 
that what we heard was any other than a Method of 
Talking to all Ladies, who have Touth enough ta keep 
em in countenance. Ah, Madam i. (interrupted 
the Chevalier) what Proofs would you have of the 
reality of my Paſſion ? I think Ive given thegreat- 
eſt in Nature; to fight for you would be far leſs, ſince 
that we do — for a meer Acquatntance: Poe 
Aae that which we woald not do for all the Ties in 
Nature; I have lent, (nay, given) you my Money, 
and that in no trifling Sum; nor did I ever deny 
you the command of my Purſe, to get this Opportu- 
nit of convincing you that I love you above all the 
World, and of telling qou, that you have the advan 
tage of me in Fortune, having it in your power nat 
only to acquit jour ſelf of all your Debts of \ Honour 
weth Honour, but at the ſame time, and by the ſame 
act, of beſtowing a Reward on 4 Paſſion, that wath- 
out it muſt * 2. my Life, in the moſt exquiſite 
Torment of a languiſbing Deſpair, which is unwor- 
thy your Juſtice, unworthy your Charms, It * 
e 


| be unworthy my Juſtice indeed, (aſſum'd Madam 
de Grammont) ſbould I liſten to ſo rude as well as- 
unjaſt a Requeſt, of regarding neither my own Ho... 
2 my Hiuband s, the Laws of God, or the 


Dai f a Wife. No, no, Chevalier, you would 

mute me pay — the Money 

Poly, if you require # 

its value. I can never think the Chevalier 

fo mercenary in his Aims, as to take the advantage 

70 my Misfortunes to accompliſh my Ruin : The Of- 
er 


had been more ſupportable had it been done with- 
put ſuch-Bond as might make my Grant the Effect 
more of Fear than Inclination. 5 
I proteſt (interrupted the Chevalier) II take 
no advantage that Fortune has given me over you ; 
1 will not preſs my Paſſion any farther at this time, 
that you may no more upbraid me with a thing lo far 
from my Temper : But, Madam, when I have con- 
vin d you of this Error, by giving you a Diſcharge 
of all you owe me, I hope you'l no more ſcruple the 
. of my Love. | Rn 
FSaying theſe words, he roſe up, and with a 
profound reſpect took leave of Madam Gram. 
mont, and the next time he met her he deliver'd 
her a Paper, which contain'd a general Releaſe 
of all his Demands. She took it with a gracious 
Smile. This, Madam, is a Sacrifice to my Paſſion, 
yet offer d with as free and hearty a Zeal as ever 
Bigot pray d to his Favourite Saint: Admit me 
therefore, as a Lover worth your Regard, and con- 
Finae not to keep me at ſuch a diſtance, as makes 4 
perpetual Winter in my Boſom, which if the Sun of 
your Smiles ſhine not quickly upon, will freeze me 


to death, 114 
8 am 


oa lent to my 
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this Preſent, and treating the Chevalier with 
all the Complaiſance he could expect in ſuch a 


place, {heretir'd, fully reſolvꝰd never more to 


plays leſt having thus eſcap'd the wreck of her 
Honour and Reputation, ſhe might ſplit the 
next time without any Refuge. She was al- 
ways civil to the Chevalier when ſhe ſaw him, 


but carefully avoided all Opportunities of hea- | 


ring or trying how far his Paſſion might carry 
him to the prejudice of her Virtue. The Che- 
valier was no Fool, and eaſily perceiv'd ſhe had 
jilted him out of his Money, making fo cold a 
Return to his Paſhon, that he had no reaſon to 


expect ſhe would ever give him that Relief 


which alone could render him fatisfaction. He 
could not blame her for any breach of Promiſe 


or diſhonourable Conduct, but only himſelf, 


tor over- acting his Part, in throwing up the 


only ſecure Key to his Treaſure; however, the 


more difficult he found the Conqueſt, the more 
eager were his Deſires; he watch'd her cloſer 
than ever he did his Wife, and waited with 
more Diligence than ever, yet no Hopes ap- 
pear d; the Lady was ſhy, tho? civil, and fo he 
return'd in his ſtate of Deſpair, fill a ſudden 
Thought came into his Head: He could not 
imagin a Lady fo given to Gaming could at 
once ſo entirely vanquiſh that Inclination ſo 


far, as not to be won by Art to a Relapſe; he 


reſoly'd therefore to ſet ſome Friend to draw 
ber in, without telling him the End he aim'dat. 
.ThePerſon imploy*d was well acquainted with 
all the Niceties oft his Art, and 1 a little * 
. y 


. * * 
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Madam Grammont was infinitely pleas'd at 
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1 
oy an admirable Addreſs, got her to play, won 
all her Money, and got her conſiderably in his 
Debt; when the Chevalier, as by chance,comes 
into the Room full of the uſual ReſpeCt he us d 
to pay her, and in his Eyes even more Fondneſs 
and Paſſion than he us'd to expreſs. Shebluſht 
at his Preſence, ſeem'd in ſome confuſion, and 
would have loft off, but being ſo deep in, was 
willing to reduce it to ſuch a Sum as ſhe might 
venture to ask of her Husband ; and Fortune 
Fes unkind, ſhe ſtrove in vain, the Debt 


* 8 Aa 2a 


il encreaſing, till at length tir'd with ill- luck, 
e reſolv'd to give over. Her Antagoniſt was 
as willing ſhe, Fate preſs'd her for an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Debt; ſhe ſeem'd unwilling, 
but theChevalier advis d her to it, for he would 
certainly go to her Husband and demand the 
Money. He enquiring the Sum, proffer'd her 
to pay it. 4h! Chevalier, (ſaid ſhe) I am more 
afraid of your lending it, than of his demanding it if 
my Hucbind, tho that too would render me unhi)- 
„ Have I, Madam, ſo ill behav'd my ſelf on fuch 
an occaſſon, ({aid he) that I deſerve not to be tri. 
ed? Toa have behavꝰd your ſelf too well (replied 
the Lady) in 775 particulars, tho other things 
give me nolittle pain; however it would be a foul 
 Tnjuſtice to try another Friend on this unlacky Occ: 
ſton, when you proffer your Service, N 
Hie gave her Bills to the value of her Loſs, 
which ſhe deliver'd to the Chevalier's Friend 
with an abſolute Reſolution of never playing 
more, promiſing to diſcharge the Chevalier 
Debt the firſt opportunity. Now he having 
got her again in his power, reſoly'd not to pli 11 
5 | & ſſo 


1 e 8 * 
10 foolifn a Game, as not to make uſe of his pres 
See Re des Moea ot 
gre very importunate, plainly ee her 
Fat pochlag but the aft Favour could (e778 
kim from ſeeking his Money of Mr, Gramnmont ; 
that he had already facrificd ſo much Money 
tojmagihary Joys, that therefore he muſt have 
ehofe Which are more ſubſtantial. 
Madam Gramont knew her Husbanqs Tem- 
per, and that he would preſently imagin, that 
2 Woman who had loſt fo much Mone With 
Man, would not be very ſcrupulous of paying 
it at another Game, if he would be ſuch a Cox- 
comb't6 Accept it ſo : She was at her Wits-end 
to know whar to do, a thouſand times curſing 
her own Folly, who being once deliver'd from 
the like Diſtreſs by a ſingular Favour of For- 
tune, (her own Addreſs and the Caprice of the 
Chevalier) had: a again thrown her ſelf 
into the very ſame Dilemma. She knew that 
ſhe muſt be either newly guilty, or be thouglit 
ſo by him, who only could make her unhappy 
by ſuch a Suſpicion; but ſhe would rather 
chuſe an innocent Mifery than an aggravated 
Guilt, yet fain would avoid botn. 
After a mature Debate in her Mind, ſhe re- 
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28 


1 ſolv'd to Jilt the Chevalier again, but in a man- 
„ver mote agreeable than the former: For tho? 
d ſhe would not admit him to her Arms, his Plea- 


ſure could not be the leſs, ſo long as he thouglit 


15 e Boſom. Madam de Beauvia was 
much of her ſtature and ſize, both exquiſitely 


Thap'd, gor was ſhe in reality any thing infe- 
riour to her in Beauty, tho the deprav'd Appe- 
"7 ; L 2 tite 


— 
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{0 of her Husband (deſirous of Change) made 
Torn ht. Mos becauſe his l.. a 
7 BA a Grammy took the rſt. Oppo 
ry 0 Fer g place of free Conye: 
5 dear eee dame B Dionne 
lone, akier O me previous Diſco 
eat, (faid ſhe) I have, always. Ce my 
Happineſs as uncommon as great, in poſſeſſing 
_ the.Friendſhip ofa Lady of 1 much Senſe, as 
tobe ſo rarely croſs d in all the Duties of ſo fa- 
2 05 a Tie as Amity, as you are. How few, of 
dur Sex have any Notion of it! 1 55 y. much 
fewer ever reduce any part of itinto Practice 
ſuffer me therefore to value my Kenn i 115 
Farticular extreamly. I can't imagin w 85 
Men run us down on this head, as incapable of 
ſuch a Virtue. It is the Vanity of their Na- 
ture, (replied Madam de Beauvin) they would 
engroſs all that's great and glorious to them- 
ſelves, tho' they perform no more than the 
weakeſt of our Sex, at leaſt in our days; but if 
Men are always the ſame, we may juſtly ſup- 
poſe it meer Boaſt : Mean while I find in my 
Boſom ſuch Sentiments for my dear Grammon!, 
that there's nothing I could not ſacrifice to her 
Content, Ah, my Dear! (replied Madam 
Grammont } we eaſily think ſo when the Trials 
ata diſtance, but when preſent, ſmall Difficul 
ties ſtifle all thoſe generous Notions, That's 
too unkind (aſſum'd de Beauvin) to come from 
your dear Mouth, put me to that Trial, and 
then condemn me 111 plead any Excuſe. That 
Aſſurance (ſaid Grammont) is 15 kind, and ut- 


wrd with ſuch an Air of Seng, chat I 1 
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not let flip an Occaſion whereon'miy Life and 
flappinels depends, tho I fear it may give you 
ſome Pain. Speak freely (ſaid Beauvin) and 
ſecure of no Repulſe, if in my power. Tis 
only in your power, my Dear, (replied Gram- 
nom) nor can any but your ſelf relieve my Di- 
ſtreſs. Make no more Ceremony, (aſſum'd 
the other) but tell me my Part, and ſee how 
cordially PII perform it. N f 
Know then, my Dear, (ſaid Grammont) that 
I have been ſuch a Fool as to be drawn into 
Play,and that roodeep to own to my Husband, 
whoſe ſuſpicious Temper you are not altoge- 
ther unacquainted with: Your Husband com- 
ing in, I thought by the Friendſhip that was 
betwixt us I might make uſe of his Purſe, re- 
folving to pay him again out of my Allowance 
by ſuch degrees as might not be perceiv'd by 
my Husband. Tis true, he complied with my 
deſires, and ſupplied my occaſions, but would 
you believe it, my Dear? —Sliall I proceed? 
Can I tell you the rett? Can I make you unea- 
b . Tis impoſſible, let me rather periſh un- 
| PPV : | rn 2 
This had fir d Madam Beauvin, and made 
her the more uneaſie to know the Sequel, but 
having preſs'd her Friend withimpatience,ſhe- 
went on in this manner: Since you command 
me, my Dear, I will proceed. Could you ima 
fi him guilty of ſuch Perfidy to you, and ſuch 

uſtice to me? He preſſes me to injure both 
my Husband and you, or vows to betray all. 
Villain ! (interrupts Madam de Beauuin) are 
all my Charms then vaniſh'd ? am I grow old 


till at 


Fern rx. 


mant) you are as charmigg as he is 
falſe ; but eb accule us of Fickleneſs, are 


the moſt inconſtant Creatures in the World; nay, 


they would engroſs the Folly to theme! ves, 28 
the Prerogative of their Sex, and yet grudge us 


the innocent Liberties of our Birth: However, all 
5 well yet, let me but prevail with you to ſup- 
ply my place, Pll make the Appointment, and 
vou ſhall give him greater Happinels than he 


could receive from me, could I induce my ſelf to 


de falſe to you and my Husband. 


In ſhort, Madam Grammont eaſily prevail 
wich her Friend to lie in the Bed in her Apart- 


ment, and receive her Husband i in * d as 


bis Miſtreis, not his Wife. . 
- This Part ſo well play d, ſne appoints the Che 


| | valierto come to her Houſe when her Husband 


Was abroad; ſhe receives him in an Uadreſs, the 


more to deceive him, and ſuffers him to raviſſ a 
thouſand Kiſſes from her, till ſne led him into 


the dark Chamber, even to the Bed, and there 
giving him the ſlip, left him 10 his Wife. The 
Eutertainment of new Lovers was ſo long, that 
Mr: de Cnammout returns in the mean while, and 


: — — look ſo charming in her Dif | 


habille, was very fond and amorous upon her, 


e 
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g her to go into the Bedcham» 
ber, ſhe refus d, Which Refuſal continuing, he 
grew jealous, and ſwore ſhe had hid her Gallant 
ia that Apartment, from whom his coming had 
diſturb'd her. She was in a mighty ——— 
to do, and now ſaw a neceſſityv of 2 
5 ni: ow erin . 
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ſo aſſuring 
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own Honour, and putting his own Wife upon 


r 


The Far F 


trauagant. . 1 


With ſome Perſuaſions he allow'd her time to re- 


move his Doubts, and clear her own Innocence; 
then falling on her Knees, ſhe ask d his Pardon 


for venturing to play beyond her own Stock, 


and ſo gave him an account of all that had paſt 


fince her laſt misfortune, which was all that was 
neceſſary to let her Husband know. He diſcove- 


red his Reſentment for her playing, but could not 
but approve of her Conduct in preſerving her 


him, which when he was ſatisfied of, he told her, 


he ſhould be more eaſie. 


This Diſcourſe had held ſo long, that Gram- 
mont s Voice was heard by the Lover, as buſie as 
he was; the Chevalier's Wife took this Oppor- 
tunity to get from her Husband, aſſuring him, 
that ſhe — Mr. Grammont in the Anticham- 
ber, bid him lie ſtill, and the would go remove 
him to a more ſafe place whilſt he mace his re- 
treat. Secure of her ſelf, and ready with an Ex- 
cuſe, ſhe comes out, to the no ſmall ſatisfaction 
of Grammont, who found he had made a diſco- 
very of all the Affair. She advis'd Madam Gram- 
wont to keep him in fear a while, and therefore, 
that Mr. — ſhould preſs to go into the 
Room, and Madam ſhould Giluade and wheedle 


him thence; and that while the went to ſer him 
at liberty, they 
and hear all that paſs d berwixr em. This was put 
in execution: But while Madam Grammont wenr 
to free him, Mr. Grammont had a tew minutes to 
exprels his Paſſion to Madam de Beau vin, who 


would retire into the next Room 


Ls look d 


I 


him of her Innocence, deſir d him to fit down, 
and ſhe would confeſs the whole matter to ae 7 
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to his Deſires 


look d then infinitely an re. Madam, (ſaid. 


he ) hom could the Chevalier be ſo ignorant, as to 


prefer my Wife 10 you, who excel her more than the 


Silver Moon the leſſer Stars of the Night * Maſt he 


come off thus? But do both yoar ſelf and me that 


Juaſtice which Heſb and Blood commands: Jon ve 


dane enough for your Friendſhip to my M. ife, do 
ſomething in Juſtice for your ſelf and me. 
He ſaid much more, and preſs'd his Affair ſo 
handſomly, being himſelf a very graceful Per- 
fon, that he found Madam de Beauvin lik'd him 
better than his Wite did the Chevalier ; bur 
by that time ſhe came back, which was very 
ſpeedily, he had made ſuch a progreſs, that he 


* 


had no reaſon to ſuſpect a Succeſs anſwerablc 


Madam de Grammont returning, told them, 


that tho ihe had found him ina terrible Fear, 


yet if ſne had not alarm'd him with the near- 
neſs of her Husband, ſne had been ſtill in dan- 
er of calling out for their aſſiſtance; but, that 


he would not go till ſhe had made another Ap- 


pointment for a ſecond rendezvous, which ſhe 
had done. She beg'd. her Husband, ſince he 
knew her Misfortune, to pay. the Debt, which 
{he would allow out of her Pin-mony, leſt out 
of a Vanity common to Men, he ſhould give 
himſelf the liberty of talking, at the expence 
of her Reputation. nt 


4 


Crammont allow id of her Care, and promis'd 
to perform it, but pleaded as yet want of Mo- 
ney, and that in the mean while he muſt be 
kept in his Errour. Whilſt Madam Grammont 
lelt them a few minutes, he made an Appoint- 
ON NEE e ment 


142140 


Ie Farr Extravagant. 153 
ment with her fair Friend to come an hour be- 
fore the time, and he would take care his Wife 
ſhould be out of the way, and her Husband 
denied admittance. This was punctually ob- 
ſerv'd, and Grammont had the ſatisfaction of 
being fully reveng' d on him who had deſign'd. 

him ſuch foul play, and believ'd that he him- 
ſelf had eſcap'd the like Shame. N 
Things paſs'd in this manner; when Gram- 
mont, unſatisfied with his Revenge till his Cuc- 
kold was ſenſible of his condition, took care to 
have his Wife out of the way, and got the Che- 
valier admitted and conducted to the Bed- 
chamber, as if expel'd the Field of Battel. He 
comes, was conducted in, carried to the Bed, 
and finds a Man upon it witha Woman; con- 
cluding it to be the Husband, would have. 
withdrawn, but Grammont ſeizing him by the 
Hand, drags him to it, throws open the Cur- 
tains, and diſco ers the Chevalier's Lady upon 
it, in a panic fear of the Event. The Interview 
was ſurprizing to all but Grammont, who had 
delign'd it. What (ſaid Grammont) is your bu- 
ſineſs in my Bedchamber, eſpecially at an hour which. 
dedicated to Pleaſure ? Speak Madam, (ſaid he, 
as to his Wife) do you know of this Aﬀfignation 
Ha! (ſaid he) who have ] been happy with ? Not 
with my own Wife ! I thaught the Charms were too 
tranſporting for her to beſtow, The Chevalier 
cantounded, did not know what to ſay, till the 
Lady getting off the Bed, began thus: | 
1 am ſorry for this Event of what was adefignd, 
but "tis, the Effect of your Villany and Treachery : 1, 
by my Friend's deſire, have frequently receiv d you 
S 02 . | CBE. i 
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nl in her place, and this day expected you as I usd to 

do; but how Mr, Grammont came to deceive me 

know not, for in all my Careſſes I took him for the 

Chevalier. Madam, I think the Event ſo juſt, that 

I cannot be diſpleas d at it; for knowing nothing of 

this Aﬀair, I came to lie down and take a little Reſt, 

but finding 4 Lady in the Bed, concluded it muſt be 

. my Wife, not imagining that am body elſe could be 
there, and to ſeiæe mhat I thought my Right; Thad 
remain d in Ignorance, had not your coming in that 
manner raiſ'd my Jealouſie, and made me ſeize your 
Hand, whence all this Diſcovery aroſe, in which, by 
«ſtrange Miracle, we that had committed the guilty 
Fatt are chiefly innocent; and you, who have been 

diſappointed in all your Deſigns without the guilty 

Fatt, are only guilty. 328 D 

In the midſt of this confuſion Madam Gram. 

mont comes in, and is infinitely ſurpriz'd to 

find *em all together: The Chevalier was the 

moſt confounded, begs all that was paſt might 

he buried in Oblivion; and, to-purchaſe it, he 

would remit his Demands of the Money he- 

had lent her. Thus was the Bubbler bubbPd, 

and the honeſt Jilt jilted; but finding out the 

Halſhood of her Friend, ſhe prevail'd with her 

Husband to leave the Court for the Country. 

I could tell — thouſand Examples more 

of the ill Effects of GAMING, but I remem- 

ber that T ought not to take up all your Time, 

but leave ſome of the remaining part of this 

Night to my Brethren. Here my little Louis 

Or gave over ſpeaking, and then my Guinea, 

after a {mall pauſe, began in this manner, 


Again 


« © 


aint GAMING. 

AJ Ince our Lalian Companion has began his 
Diſcourſe on this as well as the former 
Subject, with a Vindication of the Folly and 
Vice we have talk'd of, I ſhall likewiſe ay 
ſomething in oppoſition toit. Firſt, the wretch- 
ed State of his Country, and a Reliſh of their 
Pride and Vanity, appears through his deſtru- 
ctive Paradox; but the ill effect of their Poli- 
tics, in the ignorance and deſtruction of all the 
people of their Country, is a very weak mo- 
tive to engage in any of their Principles. What 
he ſays, indeed, ſmells much of the Conclave, 
but that is the worſt proof in the World of it 
Validity and Reaſon. Thus in 28 he 
has given it a turn, as an excuſeable Mode, 
and would make you believe, that there is no- 
thing in it of want of Senſe or want of Hone· 
ſty. Honeſty indeed he la at, as a meer 
- Notion of the Schools; but the Tamantani are 
yet happy enough to have it in Practice in all 

rees and Stations, and that by Men of the 
beſt Senſe and Underſtandings, Fools having 
not Matter enough to make an Honeſt Man 
of; at leaſt they have not yet arriv d to ſuch 
an abandon'd Degree of Vice, as to reduce it 
to Principles of Practice, and diſawn thoſe ex- 
ternal Truths on which the Maxims of Mo- 
rality are founded. If the Practice of Virtue 
s not ſo general as it might be, yet all allow 
the Excellence of it. 2 2 
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Thus in Gaming it ſelf, fearch all the Court, 


City, and Country, and you ſhall not (or very 
rarely indeed) find one Man of Senſe a Big- 
got to the Folly. Your praQtic'd Gameſters, 
dur Sharpers of all ſorts, from the Lord to the 
ootman, are the moſt ignorant and ſenſeleſs 
Rogues of the Creation, The Faſhion and 
Ill Company have, I confeſs, drawn in ſome 
Men of tolerable Underſtanding, but ſcarce one 


of fine: Parts. The Sharpers of Quality are 


Men without Honour,Generofity or Senſe,and 
have nothing to diſtinguiſh them from the 
Mob but their Title. They, like our Signior 
here, alter the diſtinction of Right and Wrong, 


Call a Debt a Man is bubbled of in Play, a Debt 


f Honour; but that which is due for Goods 
received from a Tradeſman they never pay 
tillthey are forc'd, by having their Coaches and 
Horſes ſeiz d as they ride the Streets. The 


vulgar Sharper generally riſes from the Refuſe 


and Scum of the People, and having no ſenſe 
of Honour, Riches, or Religion, he is qua- 
Kd. to ſtick at no Roguery that will fill his 
Pocket, and raiſe him to make a figure in a 
Eoach; whoſe original Station, both by Nature 
and Fortune, was at its Tail. Yet when theſe 
abandon'd Wretches have got Money enough, 
they are admitted to the Tables of Lords, and 
the Beds of Ladies. Thoſe very Fellows, who 
(without the Advantages which they derive 
from Cheating.) would have made their 
Servants: have kick'd out of doors, now by 
their Succeſs of Roguery they careſs in their 
Boſoms. They hang the poor Thief, that = 
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but for Subſiſtence, and takes away but half a 
Crown, when they protect and reſpect the 
Thief of a Gameſter,who has bubbPd (that is, 
*obb'd) hundreds of their Eſtates. The Men 
of Quality can, without any Indignation, ſee 
Sir William walk in a Thredbare Coat and Piſs- 
burnt Wigg, and thoughtleſs 8 in his 
Coach and Six. ?Tis true, a Man that is ſo 
egregious a Fool as to loſe an Eſtate to a Shar- 
per, deſerves as little Pity and Redreſs as he 
that ventures his Health with a known and 
common Whore ; tis true, both may eſcape 
by prodigious Accident, but that is owing to 
Fortune, not their Prudence. Yet. methinks 
Men of Quality, Who are proud enough in the 
wrong: place, ſhould value their Dignity more 
than to proſtitute it to the Power of Sharpers 
and the beſt Remedy that I know of, is to 
make all Summs loſt at play forteited to the 
State, | 


Ihe Parliament conſiſting of Men that are, 
have been, or are to be marry'd to a ſtrange 
fort of Infatuation, I'wonder they don't puta 
ſtop to, that Evil that may ruin their Sons, 
debauch their Wives and Daughters, and ren- 
der their Families infamous. But if the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of your Nation paſs this over as a Baga- 
telle, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf about the mat- 
ter, but give you ſome Account of what Thave 
diſcover'd in my Progreſs through the Hands 


of the Sharpers and Gameſters, both Gentle- 
men and Ladies. | dB. 
There are ſeveral Claſſes and Clans of theſe 
Vermin, from the Court to the Mob; and * 
| 0 
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po various, that to dwell on each would weat 
out many Nights in my Diſcourſe. There is 
ko Extravagance that a diſtemper'd Fancy can 
form, that is fo 8 whimſical as a Gaming. 
room about midnight, where nothing iy a 
coverd of Reaſon or rational Being; tis a 
Belam, and ery one that loſes expreſſes à va: 
ridus kind of madneſs; which has made 
ſornetitnes wonder at the vanity of Men in af. 
_ fuming rothemſelves the Preheminence of the 
feſt of the Creation; whilſt his Condudt dif- 
covers more of Chaos, and leſs of Deſign, than 
the moſt Senſual and Brutal part of the Ani. 
tnal Kingdom: Fa ef rag 
” Theſe Gamefters or Sharpers are a-kin to the 
Devil their Maſter, for they not only lye in wait 
for the Ruin of themſelves, but their Setter; 
the” Sweet ners, and the deſperate Inſtruments 
9 that go about the World daily ſeeking whom 
* they can devour, Some frequent the Coffee- 


houſes of Note, and the Chocolate-houſes ; 
others the Play-houſe, where while the you 

Heir comes to expoſe his Shapes to bewitch 
the Lady's Eyes, and ſteal away their innocent 
Hearts, the Setter gets into their acquaintance, 
and under the ſhape of a profeſſing Friend, 
gay Gallant, thoughtleſs Rake, grave Adviſer, 
drunken Scoundrel, or any other Appearance 
he thinks moſt likely to take with the young 
Gudgeon, wheedles him to a Bottle, and de- 
Iivers him over to the Executioners, the Sweet- 
ners, and the Sharpers; who by peculiar Arts 
only known to themſelves and the Devil, work 
the moſt averſe by degrees up to Ganung ar” 
Vs + | then 
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then manage them as they think moſt condu- 
cive to their own Advantage. The Setter all 


the while is concern d for his Friend, a Bubble 


to appearance like him, tho' as ſoon as the 
Coaſt is clear he ſhares the Spoil with the bar- 
barous Rapparees, Yet as villainouſly ſcanda- 
lous as this Setting Trade is, I have known 
Agents, Envoys, and other weighty Negotia- 
tors rais'd out of their Tribe, and many a 
Man of Quality has no more ſcrupled the ſet- 
ting a Friend, than a Man of Mode pimping 
for his Friend, or- Cuckolding him, Nay, 
tis now grown ſo common, that it's profeſt a- 
mong the Gentlemen of the Town for as law- 
ful a Vocation, as any Corporation; and it is 
thought thata Miniſtry may come to get them 
incorporated into a Body Politic, and then F 
know not but St. James's and Covent - Garden 
may entirely rival the Change; and that there 
may be more Adventures at White's and Brad- 
bury's, than to the Levant, or both the Indies. 
Thoꝰ there be a thouſand Tricks in the Play 
betwixt Manand Man, yet that betwixt Man 
and Woman 1s ten times more hazardous. For 
the Man-Sharper endeavours to diſguiſe the 
Cheat fo, as to deceive you into an Opinion, 
that you have loſt your Money on the Square, 
but the Woman-Sharper thinks you oblig'd in 
Complaiſance to overlook the moſt clumſey 
of her Impoſitions. And to take notice of a 
Lady's cheating, is thought an unpardonable 
piece of ill-breeding, *Tis true, there are other 

adies, who are leſs skill'd in theſe Arts, that 
will be as great Bubbles as the Men, and = 
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they have play d away all their ready. Money 
engage their Charms than in this Nation; tho 


% * 


genes they have not made ſo great: a- noiſe 


ſewhere, I ſhall give you two or three In- 
ſtances, and ſo put an end to your Attention 
this Night. E 99 

The Foul Extravagant : 

"HE Lady . has one Leg ſhorter 
than the other, her Back overlooks her 
Head, and her Face is as formidable as Meda. 
aas z ſhe has but one Eye, like the Cyclops, but 
that not in the middle, ſpacious like the Gre- 


cian Shield, or Sun, but ſmall as that of a Pig; 
her Noſe thin, high and crooked ; her Teeth 


rotten, her Mouth wide, her Lips thin and 


ſtiff, her Breath contagious; her Neck long and 
lean, her Breaſts flabby, her Arms, Hands, and 
Fingers long and ſcraggy, her Legs crooked, 
and her Feet large. Her Mind is not furniſh'd 
with greater Beauties than her Body: She 
is Vain, Talkative, Loud and Silly. With all 


theſe Defects ſhe brought her Lord a great 


Fortune, but with it ſuch a Spirit of Gaming, 


that would bring one ten times as great to a 
Concluſion. . lee 

Sometimes ſhe was a conſiderable Winner, 
ſeldom roſe from the Table without carrying 
off ſome hundreds. But Fortune, that is ne- 
ver fixt, various as the Wind, and as uncertain, 
by degrees turn'd her Back to her, till ſhe had 
now loft all that ſhe had ever gain'd, to a hand- 


ſom young Fellow that had been Page to 17 
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ofher Family; and who being born a Gentle- 
man, had apply d himſelf to the moſt honou- 
rable way of raiſing himſelf from Contempt, 
by getting a Commiſſion in the Guards. This 
brought him to Court, and a handſom Aſſu- 
rance to the Baſſet- Table, and to Piquet with 
the Ladies, where meeting generally with 
good-luck, he at laſt got Money enough to ſet 
up for a profeſs'd Gameſter. My Lady 
happen'd to play with him one Night ; and 
tho'ſhe had never till then found any motion 
in her Heart of Love, or any Deſire but of 
Gain, yet by a certain Fatality ſhe was ſo 
ſmitten with the Captain, that ſhe could not 
mind her play, but loſt all her Money, and ven- 
tur d on upon Tick. Which ſhe ſurely paid 
the next time ſhe ſaw him, and challeng'd 
him toa freſh Encounter, in which ſhe was al- 
ways a double loſer, both of her Money and 
her Affections; yet bewitch'd with both the 
Love of him and of Play, ſhe ſtill renew'd her 
Folly as opportunity ſerv'd. When Money 
could not be got at home, ſhe would take up 
Jewels; Plate, or any other Goods, which 
pawning for ready-Money, ſhe threw it away 
in the ſame manner. 

But nothing gav her morediſturbance than 
that ſhe ſhould loſe all this Mony to a Man 
that was yet inſenſible of her Paſſion, and 
whom ſhe could not tell how to acquaint with 
her Folly, for fear it ſhould not prove ſo agree» 
able to him as ſhe could deſire ; She made all 
the dumb Signs imaginable, by ogling him 
with her ſingle Peeper; but he finding nothing 

Eo NE Ea, | Agtee⸗ 


reer 


WO agreeable in her Countenance, ſeldom diſo- 
pied his Satisfaction ſo much as to look at {6 
ſhocking a Phiz. The difficulty of her Amour 
heighten'd' her Deſire more, but {till with as 
little hopes of Succeſs. Shear laſt reſolves to 
write to him, and to truſt no Body with the 
Affair; the next time they plaid, ſhe convey'd 
it intohis Pocket with her own Hands. When 
the Captain came home and found ſome oc- 
caſion br Paper, he found the Lady's Letter, 
and ſeeing a Womans Hand, he ſoon open'd 
it with ſome eagerneſs, being both in his Vi- 
zour, and a paſſionate Admirer of the Sex. 
o Body can expreſs his ſurprize when he 
found it ſubſcrib'd by my Lady : He 
threw it aſide at firſt without reading, being 
ſo diſappointed in his Expectation; but think- 
ing, perhaps, that it might only be to borrow 
me Money of him, ſince he had won ſo much 
of her of late, he took it up again, and read 
in it theſe Words: - LIC 94044 
I doubt not but you'll be as much ſurpriz'd in the real 
ing as I was confounded in the writing of this Letter. I'm 
likewiſe ſenſible of the Imprudence of letting you kno 
hom much my Happineſs and Miſery are in your power, 
but my Fortune is almaies ſubjelt to yours, I could neu 
"win of yeu ſince we play d together; and indeed, 1 muſt 
confeſs, Ialmaies found leſs Deſire to win of you, than of 
any-body I ever play'd with; and I wiſh that the leaſt va- 
luable thing I have loſt to you were my Mony, that 1 ſhould 
not regret, that would give me no pain; but I have (der 
Captain) loſt a Fewel to you, which if you are not generom 
enough to reſtore, I'm deſtin d to — 
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/ g all the Diſquict 

n Nature My Heart is the Right of another, yet Jos 
bave won it of Bat, nm 1 am confounded and aſham d 7 ö 
fre ſay wo more, ſpare my Bluſher, oblige we vo , 


be Foul Ectratugant. Es 3 
plain my ſelf any farther, but imagin the reſt, and you 
will find me — - Yours eternally. 

The Captain had ſcarce Patience to read it 
over, and when he had, knew not what courſe 
to take; he was unwilling to lofe the Advan- 
tage of wining her Money, and yet could not 
prevail on himſelf to think of any Affair with 
a Perſon ſo forbidding as my Lady. At laſt he 
reſolvd to take no notice of the Letter; as if 
he had never met with it, and to paſs the time 
with her in the uſual manner, where being in 
public, he could fear no plainer declaration of 
her Paſſion, than which nothing could be 
more terrible to him. This would not ſecure 
his Repoſe, my Lady when ſhe ſaw him 
next, ſurvey'd his Eyes and his Countenance, 
but could make no diſcovery, that could give 
her the leaſt hopes of Satisfaction. She playd 
with him again, loſt her Money once more; 
was e'rey moment tortur'd with a greater un- 
eaſieneſs, and at a greater loſs how to inform 
her ſelf whether he yet knew her Condition, 
and if not, how to make him more ſenſible of 
it. At laſt ſhe roſe from the Table Sure 
(aid ſhe) zo Woman was ever ſo unlucty, Pl 
play with you no more; Tſhall be rain'd if I go on — 
He made her a Bow, and withdrew, without 


ſaying one word: This was ſo mortifying a 


light to her, that ſhe was almoſt diſtracted be- 
twixt Deſire and Deſpair, till coming home, 
ſhe was refolv*d to ſend him another Letter, 
but by ſuch hands, as that ſhe ſhould be ſure of 


Its coming to him: She went therefore to her 


Scrutore, and having wrote and ſeald up her 
M 2 Billet, 
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Billet, gave it to her Servant -maid, and bid 
her be ſure to give it to the Captain, and bring 
her an Anſwer. | 
The Captain, as his ill Fate ordain'd it, was 
at home, and receiving the Billet from his 
Man, who told him the Meſſenger ſtaid for an 
Anſwer, was oblig'd to open it, that he might 
not be ſo rude as to put an Affront on a Lady 
of her Quality who ſent it: He expected no- 
thing but the nauſeous Subject of the former, 
but opening it, found the following Words. 
I it poſſible, that you could have a Letter from me, and 
take no notice of the _ ? What Injury have I done 
you, that you uſe me ſo barbarouſly ? But perhaps you did 
not underſtand me, I was too obſcure for you to come at 
my meaning. Ah ! no, barbarous Man! you too well un- 
derſtood my meaning; you too well knew your own Power, 
and therefore deal with me in ſo cruel a manner; you ſan 
T lov'd you, and therefore you os, is ry to inſult 
me with a Silence far more odious than the moſt wnkiad 
Letter could ever have prov'd. Muſt I repeat my own Ir. 
famy ? Muſt I tell you again that I love you? What muſt 
do? Inform me, inſenſible Creature! let me know what 
you would have me do to convince you of my Love, and 
gain yours. "Tus true, I am not Miſtreſs of ſuch Charms 
A are able to penetrate your cold Marble Heart; ala! 
Ian ſenſible of my own Defetts; yet certainly Love u 4 
Merit that e ry one can t pretend to: Nor do I think my 
ſelf ſo very deſpicable, but that I might expet a Return 
to my Paſſion. Conſider your ſelf, and conſider me, then 
I ſhall not deſpair. | 3 ot 
The Captain was more confounded than if 
a Bomb had faln into his Chamber, and was 
as much to ſeek in his Reply to this Dunn of 
Love, as he had been in former days to anſwer 
an importunate Dunn for Money: He _ 
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the Nature of {lighted Women, and was ſenſi- 


ble that a Woman of her condition was gene- 
rally more affected with a thing of that nature 
than a Woman of Beauty. He therefore, after 
2 little conſideration, reſolv'd to return her 


this Anſwer: 

Your Blllet, Madam, has doubly ſurprix d me; firſt, 
by your accuſing me of a Letter from your Ladiſhip's fair 
Hand, which I never yet ſaw ;, and next, with letting me 
know of the Honour you do me, in having more favourable 
Thoughts of me than ever I could merit. I muſt confeſs, 
Madam, if I could be ſo vain as to think you mean any 
thing but 4 Banter by this, I would tell you, that I haue 
not forgot the Honour I have had of being in your Family 
in my Childhood; nor ſhould I ever preſume to entertain 
a Thought againſt my Lord's Reputation and Honour : 
But as I am convinc d your Ladiſhip (at moſt) deſigns it 


far a Trial, T have nothing to reply, but that T hope your 


Ladiſhip will not purſue a Trial of his Honeſty who has no- 
thing elſe to value himſelf upon. Madam, I love you too 
well (that is, I pay too awful a Veneration to your Quali- 

and Merit) ever to entertain a Thought injurious to 
either, but ſhall alwaies be proud to | "bſcribe my ſelf, 
Madam, Your faithful Vaſſal. 

Tho' this Anſwer might have given my 
Lady ſufficient reaſon to believe that 
ſhe was far from touching his Heart, or that 
ſhe could never expect to arrive at that Hap- 
pineſs which ſi hop'd, in his Arms, yet ſhe 
could not help ſending him another Billet, to 
this purpoſe: 

Jon affect (um dear Captain) an Ignorance you never 
can be guilty ef my Woras are too plain to need any Com- 
ment. But, to ge all Doubts, I aſſure you that I was 


fmcere, wrote what 1 meant, and deſign'd no Trial but 


that of your Love. If I am to be happy in that, let m- 
wow 16; if I am to periſh in Deſpair, les me know it: 
M 3 Keep 


_ 
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Keep me not in Doubt, the worſt ſtate of Hope and Deſire. 
cannot live without you, and you have no reaſon to pre 
fer airy Notions to my Satisfaction. If you have any Obli- 
Zations to the Family, diſcharge em in loving me, who 
am the beſt of it, and add not Ingratitude to Inſenſibi- 
lity. Save my Bluſhes, and put not on me ſo improper 4 
Task as uſurping your Part. Fa 
The poor Captain was puzzl'd what to an- 

ſwer; yet, after ſome ſtudy, he ſent her a Let- 
ter in Terms as ambiguous as poſſible, neither 
to cut off, nor too much heighten her Hope. 
The Maid which my Lady us' d to ſend 
Was a very pretty freſh- colour'd Country Girl, 
and who had Charms enough to give the Cap- 

tain Deſires, which he preſs'd every time ſhe 

came to bring a Letter from her Lady, at laſt 
to that degree of rudeneſs, that ſne had great 
difficulty of eſcaping with her Virginity ; fo 
that when her Lady would have ſent her again, 
Theplainly refus'd to go, and on an Enquiry 

_ diſcover'd her Reaſon, My Lady was heartily 
mortified at the Story, finding that while ſhe 

ſigh'd in vain for the Pleaſure, her Maid had it 
preſs'd on her farther than ſhe approv'd ; but 
unable to refiſt the impetuoſity of her Deſires, 
ſhe bid her Maid make an Appointment with 
him in the dark the next Evening, who ſcru- 
pling to comply with her Ladys Commands, 
the aſſur'd her that ſhe would venture to en- 

gage him in her ſtead. n 

he Appointment is made, and the read 
Lover came to the agreed Rendezvous, and, 


much to the Lady's ſatisfaction, acquitted him- 
| elf like a Man of Honour, when both (tir d 
and weary). gave themſelves ſome . 
34 3 ' + . * 3 Gag 4: innY ans, 1 
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My Lord, who had long taken a liking to this: 
Girl, ſuppoſing his Lady was faſt aſleepin her 
own Bed, ſtole up in his Night-gown to the 
Maid's Chamber, to ſurprize her in Bed, and 
ſoat-once come to a Poſſeſſion, without the 
troubleſome Fatigue of the impertinent Ap- 
rom to a Chamber-maid ; ſo chrowing off 
is Night-gown, happen'd to get into Bed on 
the Lady's fide, and finding 'heriafleep, made 
no ſcruple to awake her in the moſt agreeable 
manner; My Lady little thinking that 


ſhe had her own dear Husband in her Arms, 


awaking in Loves Tranſport, cry'd a little too 
loud, My dear Captain, what will you kill me with 
E My Lord was ſoon ſenſible whom 

e had poſſeſt, and puzzl'd at her words, ima- 
gin'd ſomething more in the matter; ſo quit- 
ting the Bed, he concluded the Maid and her 
Miſtreſs had chang'd Beds on purpoſe to abuſe 
him doubly; and therefore ſtealing down 
Stairs, he takes his Candle and Sword with 
him to his Lady's Bed-Chamber, where, to 
confirm his Suſpicion, he found Abigail aſlet p, 
and his Valet de Chambre cloſe by her, The 
Bed-Cloaths were all off, and ſhe was naked, 
with nothing conceald but part of her Breaft, 
over which the Valet had thrown his Arms; 
The ſight was ſo tempting, that tho? my Lord 
knew whom he was to follow, he could not re- 
ſolve to paſs without ſome Satisfaction in her 
Arms, which he thought now doubly his dug 


on demand. He therefore gently pricking the 


Valet with the point of his Sword, made him 
ſtart from his Trance, who found his Lord 


M 4 arm'd, 
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armꝰ d, as he fear d, to his Ruin. My Lord, 
ery'd out the Wretch, indeed it is not my La- 
marry'd, I beg therefore for my Life. My 
Lord bid him not make a noiſe, and tho? he 
was ſatisfy d his pretence of Marriage was all 
à common Refuge on ſuch occaſion, yet if he 
would ſilently away, and get two or three of 
Bis Fellow-Servants together, ready to go with 
kim, he would pardon the Inſolence he had of · 
fer 'd to his Lady's Bed. Now Mrs. Abigail lay 
all this while ina terrible i caught 
the Sheet and thrown over her, to hide what 
had already been ſeen, The Valet being gone, 
my Lord ſhut the Door, and. coming to the 
Bed - ſide, told Mrs, Abigail plainly,that ſhe had 
been in a-Confederacy with the Lady to abuſe 
him in the Arms of another; that tho he ought 
in reaſon to take away her Life for ſuch a Trea- 
chery, yet ſhe had diſcover'd ſuch Charms, 
that by an immediate Compliance ſhe might 
make her own Peace. With that my Lord ſet · 
ting down the Candle, throwing off his Night- 
gown and aſide the Sheet, ſeiz d the trembling 
Abigail, who was pleas'd that any thing could 
appeaſe her Lord when ſo juſtly provok d. She 
told him all that had paſs'd betwixt her Lady 
and the Captain, and how he imagin'd that 
he had her, not my Lady, in his Arms. 
My Lord having fatisty'd himſelf for that 


time, call'd up his Servants, and went with 


Lights to ſee for his Prig, not doubting but 
he ſhould find them as 2 left them. Put the 


Jay and che Captain having come to an un- 


. 
29 
„ 


e 


derſtanding after his departure, the Gentle- 


man was gone, and the Lady with him. The 
Houſe is ſearch'd all over, but no Body to be 


found, till they faw the Saſh in the Parlour: 
Window not ſhut cloſe, and concluded, 
that they had made their Eſcape rhat way. 
So ſending all to Bed, he took Mrs. Abigail to 


his own, Vowing, that if ſhe had no more to 


do with his Valet, and por conſtant to him, 
he would take care of 


excuſe her Gallant, and let him know, that in 


making her Eſcape, ſhe had in the dark faln in- 
to a Cellar - Window of a new Building, that 
had been careleſly left open by the Workmen; 
that ſhe deſir'd to dye at home, fince ſhe could 


not out-live the Bruiſe and the breaking of 
two Ribbs. And ſcarce one who knew of her 


Folly would find it their Intereſt to divulge it, 
it was his Intereſt to conceal his Diſhonour 
from all the World, ſince ſhe had met with ſo 
juſt a Puniſhment for her fault from the Hands 

of Providence. My Lord conſidering the 
matter, and that he was not wholly innocent 


in the Adventure, but chieſly that as this was 
not known to the Town, ſo it deliver'd him 


from a Woman that was his Averſion, he im- 


mediately took care ta have her brought hom 
here languiſhing a few days, ſhe dy'd, an 
was honourably buried, leaving an Example 


of the ill Effects of Gaming which caus'd all 
this Trouble, and her Death at laſt, 


But 


er as long as ſheliv'd.. 
The Morning came on, and a Letter was 
— 1 from his Lady, to own her Folly, 


| 
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But it is ot the Court only that labours 
under the Inòdnveniencies of this hateful Vice, 
the City Beaux endeavour to imitate in this as 
in all other Follies. oro be 


The Beautiful, BA IT devour'd at loft, 
. II, 7 — 4 i ; 7 7 


"T Here was an old Gentleman liv'd in the 
City, who formerly had a tolerable For. 
tune, but in his Old- age had nothing to depend 
on but a Place of about r 504; per Aunum. He 
had a Wife, a very beautiful Daughter juſt ripe 
tor Man, and a Son capahle of ſuceceding him 
in his Poſt, with tv/o little Children about ten 
Fears old. The Family was large to maintain 
out of an Income ſo {mall, but by extraordina · 

ry Oeconomy they manag'd it ſo well, that 
they made a very genteel Appearance. It was 
the Daughter's good or ill Fortune to have a 
young Atrorney fall in Love with her, and her 
3 no Money to give her, expett- 
ed'no better Opportunity of diſpoſing of her 
. honeſtly,” Married they were, and continued 
A hile in the City, but Buſineſs not coming in 
as the Limb of the Law expected, or in hopes 
that at the other end of the Town his Wife 
might get ſuch Practice hy her Beauty as might 
bring in enough to ſupport him like a Gentle. 
man, without the Fatigue of an Attorney; he 
takes a Lodging in the Strand, that being fo 
great a Thorowfare, might ſufficiently ſhew 
ber to all the Gallants as they paſs'd by in their 
Coaches. It being therefore a conſiderable 
Shop of Trade where they lodg d, Madam was 
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perpetually in the Shop, which invited not a 
ey Cuſtomers to her Landlady, and Addreſ- 
ſes to her ſelf. Layter, as Fate would have it, 
lodg d but at next Door, and it being at the 
very juncture that he was in purſuit of juſt ſuch 


a Beauty to carry on his Trade, he bleſt his 


Heart at the ſight, and made his Wite ſoon en- 
ter into a ſtrict Friendſbip with her; the Huſ- 


band and ſhe is invited to Dinner, and then to 


Supper, and no Day could paſs but Sylvia (tor 
ſo we'll call her) muſt be their Gueſt. K 

The Husband lik'd this Treatment mighty 
well, but Money as well as Food was what he 


aim d at. Layter ſoon found out his Wants, and 


ſupplied him on Bond with what he had occa- 
ſion for; and having thus got him into his 
Power, he was reſolv'd to make uſe of the Ad- 
vantage. Whenever his Wife was not with 


them, he preſs'd for his Money, and manag d 


the Husband ſo e he got the entirę 
diſpoſition of via to himſelf. Nature never 
fram'd any Creature more charming, and ſhe 
had beſides from her Education contracted a 
fart of Baſhfulneſs,which r her Beau; 
ty to the laſt degree of Perfection. Layter took: 
care to invite thoſe to his Table who had not 
only Money enough to gratifie his Thirſt of 
Gain, but alſo Youth enough to be fir'd by a 
Beauty ſo uncommon. [ 
The firſt he caught was a young Country 
Squire, who had not only a plentiful Eſtate in 
Land, but a Bank of Money ſufficient to pay 
for his Follies. Sylvia was taught to propoſe 
Play as ſoon as the Diſhes were remov d, «od 
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the Bubble paid too great a Deference to her 
Eyes to controul her Commands: His Eyes 
were too much imploy*d on thoſe of the charm. 
ing Sylvia to mind his Game, and fo by conſe. 
uence was gull'd with all the eaſe imaginable, 
In the Intervals he ventur'd to tell his Paſſion 
to Sylvia, who only bluſh'd at what he faid, 
not daring to encourage his Addreſſes. The 
. Gentleman try d all means to engage 
without effect, Layter or his Wife alwaies 
taking care to allow him little Opportunity to 
make any Progreſs in his Amour. He had now 
loſt near a Thouſand Pounds in this Project, 
without ſo much as gaining a Kiſs ; till weary 
of this Courtſhip, he began to find ſhe was the 
Gameſter's Property, and therefore reſoly'd to 
apply to him and his Wife, with the Proffer of 
Two hundred Guineas for their Aſſiſtance, but 
receivid the Propoſition with the higheſt 
Indignation, which had proceeded to a Chal- 
lenge from the Sharper, but that he found the 
ung Gentleman was not to be Bully*d : But 
Leconfultin ſome Friends,who knew the Fun 
better than himſelf, thought fit to fit down by 
the Loſs; and never come near em any more. 
*Loter now takes her to Epſom with his own 
Lady, the Seaſon coming on for that place, and 
there appearing'on the Wells, the Fun drew a 
thouſand Admirers, who daily throng'd to 
heir Money to 
him, for a ſight of thoſe Charms they were 
never to enjoy. Among the reſt there hapned 
to be an old Citizen, who had gotten a great 
deal of Money by a great deal of Knavery, and 
oy | 11 
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now blind Cupid was reſoly*d to be even with 

dim for all the Rogueries of his Life; for he 

S I wounded him ſo deeply, that if half he'd been 

5 worth could have purchas d her Embraces, he 

ſcarce would have ſcrupP'd it: But Layter was 
not for ſuffering ſo great a Treaſure, and a Per- 
fon who brought him in daily ſo conſiderable a 
Revenue from Bubbles and Fools,to be taken 
from him by any one Man's Money, moſt of 
which would go into the Pocket of Sylvis or 
her Husband. So that the old Citizen, tir'd 
with the Expence and ſmall progrefs he had 
made, retir'd in time, having loſt above 2000 
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his Life, and which ſoon put an end to it ; for 
pineing away e ry day, in a little time he went 
to the Maſter he had ſerv d; and leaving no 
Will, good part of what he left was conſum'd 
fl in Law. „ l 
|. It would be endleſs to tell all the Bubbles 
5 that ſhe made, and to reckon all the Money 
1 Lyter got by her in this manner, both in City 
8 and Country, from Clergy and Laiety. But 
y he having made ſeveral ſucceſsful Campaigns 
with her, it was her ill or good Fortune to 
loſe her Father, whoſe Death left her Mother 
and Brethren in the utmoſt Diſtreſs; they had 
no hopes of Subſiſtence, but by begging the 
fame Place for the Son, who with it might 
maintain the Family and raiſe his own For- 
tune by marrying to ſome advantage, which, 
being a handſom young Fellow, he had no 
cauſe to deſpair of, if he gain'd but this point 
rac to 
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co-fupport him till a fit Opportunity offer t 


accompliſh his Wiſhes: | en 
There was of this young — Mother's 
Acquaintance a Lady, who having liv'd in 
ſome Reputation formerly in the City, out of 
an odd Vagary being parted from her Huf. 


band, ſet up for Intrigue at the Court-end of 


the Town, where was ſo good-natur'd, 
that if ſhe could not pleaſe her Acquaintance 
ur ſelf, ſhe would very generouſly ſupply that 
Defect by helping them to ſome other that 


could: Her Character, I confeſs, is ſomething 


odd; for ſhe was ſo exact a Profeſſor of Since- 
rity, that out of a meer Principle of that, ſhe 
would tell her Husband when The made him a 
Cuckold, and by the very ſame Principle let 
one Gallant know when ſhe had been obliging 
another. This Lady having work'd her il 
into an acquaintance with ſeveral Men in 
Power, her Mother thought the fitteſt Perſon 
to addreſs to on this extraordinary Exigence 
of her Affairs; taking therefore her Daughter 
with her in the Coach, came to her Lodging, 
laid before her her Condition, and deſir' d her 
Aſſiſtance. The Preſence of this young Lady 
inſpir'd her with a Reſolution of doing a dou- 
ble Service, at once to help the Son to the Place 

and the Daughter to a Gallant, She advisd 

her againſt Layer, as the Bage of her Reputa- 
tion, where ſhe was daily expos'd to the view 
of all the wild Fellows of the Town, without 
— any Advantage to her ſelf, while L 
ter ma 


e her only his Property to fill his — 


Low wit 


nz, & 4, wo 2 „ © = © Mme 


hi. ys pu — _ 5B _ OF 


yy a-£a[|d ed Lo _Y& wa W_-_ cy _ oo 


. De 


The Beau BA I T devourd. 175 
ets, and at laſt to betray her for a Sum, when 
he could no longer get by his other way. + 
The young Lady was pleasd with her Ad- 
vice, pr omiſing tO return In a day Or. two, to 
know the Event of het Negotiation in behalf 
of her Brother, The good friendly Lady was 
not long before ſhe ſent for a young Gentſeman 
of Quality and conſiderable Poſt in the Go- 
vernment, as well as Eſtate in Land, who was 
Maſter of a great deal of Wit, and a Perſon 
rfectly charming: She deſcribes the beauti- 
1 Petitioner ſo warmly, that nothing but ſhe 
could come up to the Idea ſhe hadraisgd : He 
is.infinitely charm'd; promiſes her Succeſs, and 
defires'to ſee her at her Lodging, where he 
would bring her the Grant of the Place ſhe had 
ask'd; 1.3 * 
Layter in the mean while was inform'd by 
what Intereſt ſhe work d, and long'd to be 
acquainted with a Man, whom if he could 
draw'in, might be worth twenty other Bub- 
bles: So the ſilly young Creature ſufferd him 
to come with her to the Appointment; which 
ſo diſoblig'd the Miniſter of State, that no- 
thing paſs'd but general Words; and all L 
ter could do, was not ſufficient to engage him 
in the leaſt Diſcourſe with him or Regard to 
him, but taking his leave very abruptly, left 
em all in Deſpair. Madam took the young 
Lady aſide, and told her, that ſhe had marr'd 
her Affairs, by bringing ſo notorious a Scoun- 
drel along with her; and ſo diſmiſs'd her with 
Tears in her Eyes for her Folly, for ſhe could 
not but like the Man, and now found that No 
Wal KS er 
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ber Hopes of providing for her Friends and 

her ſelf were diſappointed by her abandon'd 
9 ully reſolv d therefore to take the firſt Op- 
portunity of leaving him, ſhe ſoon met with 
one; for the young Lord —— hearing of 
her Beauty, went to play there one Night, 
and being out of Awe of t Scoundrel, made 
his Addreſſes to bright Sylvia, and ſitting by 
her, would whiſper her often. She lied bin 
fo well, that 1 tos to come to him the 
firſt lucky minute ſhe could find to make her 
Eſcape; ſo the next Morning early ſhe got 
from her Lodging, and ſending for my 
Lord , he immediately took care of her, 
diſcharg'd her Lodging, and ſent her Huf: 
band out of the reach of poor Layer, ſo that 
he was forc'd to fall to his old way. 


Here my Gaines made an end; and Night | 
being pretty far ſpent, I turn'd my ſelf to reſt, 
but could not put the charming $ylvis out of 
my Head; yet I reap'd fo much benefit from 


| what he had told me, that I reſoly'd ever to 
{ hate and abhor thoſe vile Caterpillars call'd 
| | Gameſters and Sbarpers. 


— 
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| © The Endof the Third Nights Entertainment. 
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Fourth Nights Entertainment, 
OF 


LOVE INTRIGUES. 


8 long as the laſt Nights Entertain- 
ment had held, the Morning ſhi- 
ning out with ſo extraordinary a 
Beauty, I got up betimes, and took 
4 walk into the Fields all alone to ruminate 
on what I had heard the Night before: I 
cou'd ſcarce have believed that Mankind 
cou'd ſo far degenerate, not into Brutes, but 
into Divels, as I had heard, but I remem- 
bred that Gold wou'd not Lye, and that a 
Metal ſo Mercurial had means of ſeeing in 
Security, what I cou'd not experience but 
at my proper Expence. Lord, thought I 
to my felt, what a Myſtery is not only 
Man, but the whole Creation! How Beaut1- 
ful is all we behold, and yet how ſoon it 
tades and changes from all its Beauty with 
detormiry and diffolution. The charming 
Face of Woman, when in the bloom, how 
many wonders does it diſcloſe, how it 

A a warms 
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ä warms and toſſes the Blood into ſtrange 
Tempeſts of Deſire; and yet a few years 
 wearsoft all that's pleaſing, and leaves it a 
Shrivled, Beamleſs Face, fit only to move our 
Averſion. The Mind of Man which dif 
covers ſo many Wonders, and almoſt frames 
Beings that exiſt only in its Fancy; that by 
its Reaſon meaſures the Abiſs, views all the 
Order of the Heavenly Bodies, and paſſes 
all the Bounds of Nature, even to the 
Throne of God, and there diſplays him in 
his Majeſty beyond the expreſſion of words, 
yet in a few years is fled with all its fine 
"Notions we know not whither, and ſinks 
in the Grave with ſuch wretches as I have 
heard deſcrib'd, who have not diſerv'd the 
name of Men. Sure this World is the very 
Dream of Providence, which muſt be al} 
beautiful, but muſt vaniſh all like a Dream 
as if it had never been. | 
Again, how can our Philoſophers anſwer 
this vaſt diſproportion of Human Minds? 
Here is one that ſoars on the wings of Rea- 
{on to a pitch of Divinity; and there one 
that never lifts its Faculties above the rep- 
1 tiles of the Earth; nay, is laid beneath 
them in the Bowels of the Earth, with thoſe N 
[ fatal Minerals which only engroſt all its 0 
Thoughts. One moves by his wite Principles 0 
of Morality, another is ſo far from regard- t 
ing them that he cannot underſtand them, n 
= or form any Notion, but what comes from n 
1 his molt perverted Sel .- Love: So that 4 t1 
1 5 oi | E 
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the Form of Men is always the ſame, yet 
their Minds are fo different, as if their 
Kind was far from being the ſame This 
puts me in mind of that Verſe: 


Nan difſers more from Man, thin Man from 
Beaſt. N 


Thus muſing with my (elf, I paſt away 
the Morning, and to divert my ſelf,found out 
a Friend to Dine with whom I had not ſeen 
a pretty While: He was glad to ſee me; and 
[ ro find him yet in the Land of the living, 
having heard of his Illneſs a pretty while 
ſince; nor had he fo far eſcap'd his Diſtems 
per, but that the pale Tracks yet remain'd: 
Being ſet at Dinner, I examin'd into his 
Health, what had been his Diſtemper; and 
how long he had labour'd under an Illnefs 
that had left him ſo unlike what he had 
been? My Friend, ſaid he, my Diftertipet 
has been the juſt puniſhment of my own 
Folly ; if I had had but your Prudence; 1 
had yet been as well as you both in Purſe 
and in Perſon : I have been weakned in both 
by Avarice and Luſt; the Sharpers have 
robb'd me of my Money, and the Whores 
of my Health: And I am ſcarce yet re- 
cover'd from a Diſtemper which I ow'd td 
their filthy Embraces. Take warning by 
me, quit this Lewd Town, which contains, 
nothing worthy the Refidence of a Man of 
true ſente : the Men are Sharpers, the Wo- 
A a 2 men 
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men Whores; Religion is Hypoctiſie ; 
Friend ſhip Deſign; Knavery thrives, Ho- 
nefty ſtarves; Fools pats for Wits, and Men 
of Senſe are contemin' and in Raggs. Arts 


have no Patrons, Sharpers and W hores find 
only Regard: Poetaſters get Places; true 
Poets ſcarce a Dinner. I am refolv'd the 
next Week to give it my perpetual Adieu, 
T'{miPd! at the ſtrange alteration in my 
Friend, Who had been a long time ſo be- 
witch*d-with the Town, that he declar'd, 
That the midnight Ordure was a greater 
Perfume than the Primrofe in his Country, 
This Diſcourſe with my Friend, put me in 
mind to enquire of my Gold ſomething 


on this Subject, ſoon as the Night return'd 


me to my Chamber: This deſire did not 
ſuffer me to ſtay late abroad, and no Friend 


ſo dear, or Bottle ſo charming, as to have 


power to make me ſtay paſt Ten out of my 
Lodging. Every Body wonder'd at the 
change, and gheft all Cauſes but the real: 
One ſwore I was fecretly Married, and that 
the Joys of the firſt Month were not yet 


grown dull on my Hands; others leſs cha- 


ritable wou'd have it a little Harlot not yet 
grown ſtale to me. While little cou*d they 
imagine the ſtrange Converſation, that 
Charm'd me, well knowing my Temper, 


that I was no Miſer, that took a pleature 


with brooding over my Gold in the Night. 


When I was come home, I ſoon diſpatch'd 


my Servant, and getting into Bed I turn'd 
11 0 
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to my Gold, and deſir'd to know what diſ- 
coveries they had made among the Ladies, 
who were kind to their Gallants? The Ro- 

nan Crown taking the Priviledge I had 
given him, made me this Reply; 
Tho' perhaps you may think e have but 
few Intrigues betwixt the Gentlemen and 
Ladies, where Cardinals teach another ſort 
of Doctrine in Love, and have more Gany- 
- medes than Phrynes, yet 1 muſt tell you that 
Rome is not without more natural Intrigues; 
and there are Gallants who will venture 
their Lives in the purſuit of a Man's Wife; 
and Ladies that will hazard more than their 
Reputation to gratify themſelves in a Lover: 
Nay, who, rather than deny their Inclina- 
tions, will ask the Man ſhe likes to do her 
a civil Favour; and puniſh the neglect with 
the point of a Bravoes Dagger. I cannot 
ſay there is over much Love on the Ladies 
ſide, whoſe general Confinement, and the 
common Neglect of their Husbands, with 
an idle, lazy Life, fill them with ſo much 
Luſt, that they ſeck the Eaſe of that, ra- 
ther than the more re find Joys of a tender 
Converſation, which is ſpent more in Action 
than Diſcourſe. 

I know this Pleaſure of Intrigueing or 
Whoring, lies under an ill name with the 
Religious; but yet I can't imagine why, 
lince Nature has given ſuch Deſires, which 
cannot be appeas'd without diſcharging in 
the Arms of Man or Woman; and ſince ſo 
B | Aa 3 many 
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Men have given ſuch Examples, 
? ſufßcient Sanction to Whoring. 


many holy 
as give a 


Concubines and Wives were allowed the Pa. 
triarchs; and David the beft, and Solomon 


the wiſeſt of the Kings of Iſrael, had both 
a very jolly company of Drabs, withour 

y 1mputation of Guilt on that Account. 
And if the general practice of Mankind in 


- pur days be of any Force, there 1s nothing 
. of greater Authority; and it is ſtrange, that 


Practice, which is the Rule of Prudence, 
ou'd be ſo erroneous in other parts of 
Morality. 1 coef that there are many 
inconveniencies, and : hazards, that attend 
this in the warm Climates, where Jealou- 
fie bears ſuch an unbounded ſway; y et the 
Pleaſure has been always thought ſufficient 
der all theſe Conſiderations. 


3 1 HE E 
Fortunate Adultery, 


Was once park of the Ring which 2 
young Gallant of Rome wore on his 


the who had been a mighty Devote to 


Bad and yt was in the purſuit of an 
rigue which he had manag'd with 2 


= a derb of : Pains and Indaftry. The 
Fears, Pamphilio was a Man ſomething in 


ery a 8 yay SR to his wi 


Ft bs , £4 _ «4 my a — a 1 A Jt. m 


The FORTUNATE AbutTERY. 161 
as far as conſiſted with the Cuſtom of the 
Countrry, for ſhe had an entire aſcendant 
over him, being very young, and very 
handſom; but ſhe was of too Amorous a 
Nature to be fatisfied with the Fondneſs, 
and Embraces of an old Man. *Tis true, 
ſhe was not diſguſted at the Dotage of her 
Hushand on her Charms, becauſe that gave 
her the means of impoſing on him to the 
advantage of her own Pleaſure, Sigamundo 
Fideli, my Maſter, was the lucky Man who 
had the good forttune to pleaſe her, and who 
had never met with any ill Event in all his 
Amours with her, either in Country or 
Town. As ſhe firſt faw Him at Rome, ſo that 
was the firſt time of their Loves; but Pam- 
philio, fox his Health, us'd all the fine Seaſon 
to live near Heſcati, whither in the Moon- 
light Nights Fdeli uſed to refort, and be 
admitted by her Confident. The manner was 
this: When the time of his coming was fixt, 
a Key to the Back-door was left under a 
certain Stone at fome diſtance from the Pa- 
lace; and he left Rome generally time enough 
to get thither by Night. But one day he 
went ſooner to Hunt, and divert himſelf in 
the Country; but being fatigu'd with the 
Sport, 'and the Heat of the day, he wan- 
der'd into a Wood, where paſſing through 
many gloomy windings and turnings of the 
Foreſt, he came at laſt into a place fo de- 
licious, that had Apollo eber ſeen it, he wou'd 
have chang'd for it. his old Scat of Parnaſſus. 
: A a 1 There 
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Ihbere was a lovely Thicket, whoſe lofty 


dow all around, which ſerv'd for an agree- 
able ſhelter to a clear uz Fountain, 
whoſe tranſparent Streams warbled o' er the 
Pebles, againſt the ſcorching Beams of the 
Sun; which yet penetrating the Boughs 
here and there, produc'd variety of ſweet 


vering of the Place, while, the wand'ring 
Rephirs blew the Odours all around; the 
Roots of the Trees were cover'd with a 
filken Moſs, and their Branches fill'd with 
the pleaſant Notes of the Nightingales and 
Blackbirds, made a natural and moft de- 
lightful Harmony, which was mingled with 
the ſoft wiſpering of the Wind through the 
Trees, and the murmuring Waters that 
tis along beneath, Sitting down here 

neath a Natural Arbor, we ſoon heard a 

oung Gentleman Singing this Farwell is 
Love. | 


I. 


Ong T a fooliſh Servitude did prove 
AVaſſal to imperious Love; 
Jt us enough ] nom at laſt am free 

From all thy Pains, fond Love and Thee : 
The Wild tumaltaous Tempeſt nom is ver, 


I fear a Shipwreck now no more, 


Safe on the peaceful Shoar. 


IL 


Trees and thick Leaves, caſt a brown ſha. 


Flowers, which EnamePd the verdant co- 
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Safe on the Beach, T ſmile to ſee below 
The raging Billows Marr. 
Free from the Blaſts of Hope and Fear, 
And all the anxious ſhocks, that ſilly Lovers know; 
Secure from thy Shafts, thy Quiver and thy Bow. 
"White Im Liberty maintain 2 | 
I never ſhall complain, 


Of Lovers painful s, and Pleaſing Pain. 


To his Verſes he added the melting Notes 
of his warbling Lute, which made ſuch an 
Harmony, that had Ulyſſes the contemner of 
the Voices of the Hrens been here, and 
bound tothe Main Maſt of his Ship, he had 
burſt his Bands and come nearer to have 
heard this new Arion Sing. | 

Having now tir'd himſelf with Playing, 
laid aſide his Lute, when crofling his Legs 
and leaning with his Elbow on his Knee, 
with Tears he thus addreſs'd himſelf to 
Pietro, who fate cloſe by him, 
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Julio and Sempronia, 


© *'Very Day I find a thouſand Misfor. 
tunes ſurround me, but my Soul bent 
on Honour, either fears nothing, or at leaſt 
if it be any thing, it is Infamy. I know 


0 = 1 
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not whether I owe my Inclinations to 


Amours, to the vigour of my Conftity- 
tion, or to my natural Temper; yet how 
vigorous ſo ever I have been in this way, 


and howearneſt in the purſuit of this Joy, 


I ſoon,' nay, ' preſently repent of my Folly; 
and now I p rtectly tremble at the choughs 


of all the falſe Blandiſhments of Love. But 
© fince you my Piero deſire me to give you 


an Account of my late Intrigue, and to te- 
member my Madneſs,” I ſhall not ſcruple to 
relate the ſeverity of my Fate 

- T was oblig'd to go to Leghorn about 
ſome Buſineſs of Importance; while I was 
there it hapnedat a publick Feſtival, the Wo- 
men of the Town appear d all bare fac'd at 
a Ceremony peculiar to the Saint of the Day; 
they were all ſo beautiful, that 'tho' they 
were not Godeſſes, yet the Error had been 
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excuſablg for any one to have thought them 
ſo. Beauty appear'd with all its Grace in 
all, but ſeem'd yet more lovely in one a- 
mong them; the Lillies in her Cheeks were 
heiglten'd with the Roſie purple of her 
Elegant Blood, that dy*d them with a Bluſh 
ſo warm, as to be able to ſet the coldeſt - 

Heart on Fire. Her modeſt Forehead was 

+ If diftinguiſh'd with two femicircles of ſhining 
ſet, ſeparated from each other by an agree- 

r- able and fnowy Interval; on each fide the 

nt WW fineſt Noſe of the World ſhone two bright 

it Eyes, with Rays more glorious than thote of 
tte Sun, and darted the Arrows of Love into 
to the moſt innocent and frozen Beholders: Her 

. flowing Hair that fell down in Curls, where 

eery Ringlet was plac'd for a Grace,contain'd 

„u Ambuſh for the Liberty of Mankind; 

„nd the Ruddineſs of her Lips ſeem'd to q 

'; WW have taken fo deep a dye, from the Blood of = 

s thoſe Hearts that had been broke for her ſake. "9 

t Her Neck was White as the driven Snow, - © 

v IF and without the help of Jewels ne | 4 

„ nough with its own native Charms. Be- bh 

0 I neath roſe two heaving Breaſts, which [| 
breath'd nothing but Love, and promiſing | 

t WF Extaltes to the happy Man that ſhoy'd be ad- vj 

mitted to preſs them; ſhe had a Shape exact, 


- à charming jetting in her Motion, that pro- 
mis'd an Agility tranſporting in the Garden 

of Venus. | 3 
The Liberty of the Ceremony admitted 1 
all toa nearer Converſation, without either f? 
luſpiciog or ſcandal. 1 74 
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I T tremble much, my Heart new Flames #nſdin 


And gaze at her who, ſtill auoments my Him. 
T look, I wonder, bat the more I gaze, . 


The more I languiſb, and the more I blaze, | 


I felt too much Pain, I found too much 
Deſire to ſuffer me to loſe this opportunity 
of letting her know the miſchief that her 
Eyes had done me; I therefore approach 
her, and addreſs to her in this manner: 

Believe me, Madam, there is ſo ſuddain 
Flame kinaled in my Boſom, that if you (hey 
ane the leaſt neglect it will entirely conſume m. 
But if you will be ſo generous to admit the 
Tears of aStranger, I ſhall make two great Gods 


Jour particular Friends, and that is Love aud 


Apollo. Tour Eyes have dramm the firſt from 


that Heaven where he has a Reign more abſq- 


late than on Earth, that I might be deliver'dto 
him, and he to me reciprocally. The other your 
Face, form'd ſo beautiful as wou'd have ras 
the Exvy of the three contending Goddeſſes on 
Mount Ida, has calld from his Converſation 


* with the Muſes, to ſing its praiſe ; that you 
might know, that ſuch a Miracle of Beauty 


ought not to be obſcur d, and enjoy'd by any one 
Man, ſince there is no Good, that is not common 
to more; and that Beauty is given by the Gods 


to be beloved by, and to love many. 
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Caſt your bright Eyes the Univerſe around, 
Nothing more glorious than the Sun is found. 
Yet he his Warmth and Beams imparts to All, 
His Common Light on every one lets fall. 
Glide on ye Floods, ye beauteous Floods 
I glide on, | OE 
5 Þ Whether your courfe you take through 
Beds of Stone, | 
And in delightful Caſcades tumble down; 
Or through the flow'ry Meads your Track 

ou chuſe, | r. 
knd to the Fields Fertility diffuſe ; | 
None are debarr'd of you th* common Uſe. 
A ſervile Law the Fair alone confines, - 
Abhorrent of the End of Natures wiſe deſigns, 
While your Careſſes that to one reſtrains, 
And only a poor, barren, lifeleſs Joy obtains, 
Be thou, my Fair, as the bright Sun divine, 
On all with ſmiling Eyes ſerenely ſhine. 
Let no dull Husband, with his cold Embrace, 
The fertile Joys of Lovers thus deface: _ 
4 For, like the San, thou wert by Heav'n de- 
n ſign'd, | 


Lo be the Miſtreſs: of all Human kind. 


* 
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0 Having heard my Verſes, with a Smile ſhe ſaid 
e % me— Deſpair not, my Julio, for you came not 
a WW io this place without the Direction of thy good 
is Wl Fortune; for Sempronia fas her Heart equally 

mai to Julio, which has burnt ſo long with 
as ardent a Flame, that her deſire can't be leſs, 
than yours for mutual Happineſs. Do you take 


care, 


© 3 1 
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| ide, I cou'd ex 
The Sun now very opportunely haſten'd 


Evening Star began to {ſhine out with a 


muring Voice, call'd Julio, I made no man- 


tare, like 4 god Soldier, to be Puncrual on tj, 


Watch to Night, "with Arms proper for the Ex. I © 
eut ion, and I ſpall defer our Jatisfattion no long. tl 
er; Don't forget my Houſe, leaſt you are ſeroͤl ir 
to paſs the Night without 4 Bed, and I without s I 
Son: Wee al 
1 „ IN 
As ſoom as ſhe had done ſpeakin {he went IN 
her way, and I follow'd her clote through k 
the Town till {he went into a Magnificent C 
Palace, that look'd it ſelf like a City; ſo Ml Þ 


that if I might judge of the inlide by theout: 
nothing leſs than the 
Golden Palace of Vero. 


is Courſe to his Watry Bed, and now the 


more ſparkling Light ; which Aſtronomers 
tells us is the Planet Venus. When the hap- 
py ſhade. took Poſſeſſion of the Hemiſphere, 
and the Door being open'd, and a Woman 
ſtanding in the Entry with a Conſcious mut. 


ner of Pauſe, but without any more ado 
committed my Self and my Fortune to her 
Conduct; for Love drives Fear entirely out 
of our Boſoms. Taking me by the Hand, 
and leading me through abundance of Dark 
Rooms and Turnings of ſo large a Houle, at 
laſt ſhe brought me into a Room that ſeem'd 
the very ſelected Palace of carp + and 
lock'd the Door aſter us. Here a vaſt num. 
ber of Tapers Whiter than Snow un 


OU 


found aborrow'd Day, while Silver Branch - 
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cs fix d on the Silk Tapeſtry ſupported them; 
the Corniſhes of the Room were Ivory inlaid 
in Cypreſs and Jaſper 5 the Bed was hun 
with Purple Curtains, richly Embroidered 
all over with Gold, and the Counterpain be- 
ing adorn'd all round with a Fringe of Gold 
reaching down to the Floor, which was in- 
hid with Marble and other Stones of various 
Colours, expreſſing tothe Life all manner of 
Beautiful Flowers in Moſaic Work. X 

Then my Guide ſet the Table to the Fire 
fide, and cover'd it with the fineft and 
moſt curious Sweetmeats, compleating the 
Banquet with handſom Bowls, crown'd to 
the brim with the ſmiling Juice of the 
Richeſt Grapes; and then in gentle Mur- 
murs {he inform'd me who her Miſtreſs was 
in theſe words: 

It is now, ſaid ſbe, Eight years ſince Sem- 
pronia has been Married to Antonio, a Man 
ot very great Wealth, but of no leſs Folly 
and defects of Perſon and Mind. Let all 
Young Ladies who meaſure their Happineſs 
by the heaps of their Wealth beware leaſt 
in the crowd of their Admirers, they re- 
gard 1n their Choice of a Husband, more 
the Splendorof Gold, than the Virtue, Wit, 
and Vigourof the Man; for the poor Sem- 
þronia lies in the midit of a heap of Gold, a 
Widow tho' a Wife, and knows not who 
ſhall be Heir to all her Husbands Riches ; 
yet the chaſt Matron has fo great a deſire 

| tor 


ſide, I cou d ex 


the very ſelected Palace of T and 
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Watch to Night, with Arms proper for the Ex. 
eution, and Iſball defer your ſati f action no lo. 


er: Don forget my Houſe, leaſt You are fore'd 
to paſs the Night without 4 Bed, and I without ; 
As ſoonas ſhe had done ſpeakin {he went 
her way, and I follow'd her cloſe chrough 
the Town till {he went into a Magnificent 


Palace, that look'd it ſelf like a City; 6 


that if I might Judge of the inlide by the out 
nothing leſs than the 
Golden Palace of Nero: TI 

The Sun now very opportunely haſten'd 


His Courſe to his Watry Bed, and now the 
Evening Star began to ſhine out with a 


more ſparkling Light ; which Aſtronomers 
tells us is the Planet Venus. When the hap: 
py ſhade. took Poſſeſſion of the Hemiſphere, 
and the Door being open'd, and a Woman 


ſtanding in the Entry with a Conſcious mur- 
muring Voice, call'd Julio, I made no mas- 


ner of Pauſe, but without any more ado 
committed my Self and my Fortune to her 
Conduct; for Love drives Fear entirely out 
of our Boſoms. Taking me by the Hand, 
and leading me through abundance of Dark 
Rooms and Turnings of ſo large a Houſe, at 
laſt ſhe brought me into a Room that ſeem d 


lock'd the Door after us. Here a vaſt num- 
ber of Tapers Whiter than Snow . 


rou 


we 
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hare, like a good Soldier, to be Punctual on 1 
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found aborrow'd Day, while Silver Branch · 
cs fix d on the Silk Tapeſtry ſupported them; 
the Corniſhes of the Room were Ivory inlaid 
in Cypreſs and Jaſper ; the Bed was hun 
with Purple Curtains, richly Embroiderec 
all over with Gold, and the Counterpain be- 
ing adorn'd all round with a Fringe of Gold 
reaching down to the Floor, which was in- 
hid with Marble and other Stones of various 
Colours, expreſſing to the Life all manner of 
Beautiful Flowers in Moſaic Work. HE 
Then my Guide ſet the Table to the Fire 
fide, and cover'd it with the fineſt and 
moſt curious Sweetmeats, compleating the 
Banquet with handſom Bowls, crown'd to 
the brim with the ſmiling Juice of the 
Richeſt Grapes ; and then in gentle Mur- 
murs {he inform'd me who her Miſtreſs was 
in theſe words: | 
It is now, ſaid ſbe, Eight years ſince Sem- 
pronia has been Married to Antonio, a Man 
of very great Wealth, but of no leſs Folly 
and defects of Perſon and Mind. Let all 
Young Ladies who meaſure their Happineſs 
by the heaps of their Wealth beware leaſt 
in the crowd of their Admirers, they re- 
gard 1n their Choice of a Husband, more 
the Splendor of Gold, than the Virtue, Wit, 
and Vigour of the Man; for the poor Sem 
þroz14 lies in the midſt of a heap of Gold, a 
Widow tho' a Wife, and knows not who 
ſhall be Heir to all her Husbands Riches ; 
yet the chaſt Matron has fo great a deſire 


tor 
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for Children, that ſhe leaves no means yn. 
try'd that may furniſh her with an Heir 6 
much deſir'd by both her and her Husband. 
Flatter not your {eli that you have the Hay. 
pineſs of being call d to the Embraces of { 
great a Lady, out of any Paſhon for any of 
your Perſonal Perfections; when ever ſhe 
etends to Love, that paſſes for Words, not 
ruth; ſpeaking more to the Guſt of the 
Ambitious Admirer, than by any real ſenti- 
ments of hers ; for this Lady of ſuch Con- 
fumniate Beauty, finds nothing that can 
move her Love or Deſire ; for {he is not 
more Beautiful than Modeſt: For her Kiſſes 
are free from Crime, and {he is not guilty 
of Adultery in all the Enjoyments ſhe has 
beſtow?'d ; for Adultery is the effect of Luſt, 
not the Natural deſire of Children. Two 
Days ago, while ſhe offer'd up her ſweet 
Prayers to the Holy Virgins molt Miracu- 
lous Image, which ſeem'd to grant the 
Prayers of its Votary, and deliver'd this O- 


racle to her: 


That by Young Julio ſhe ſhowd prove, 
Fertile Joys, and Pregnant Love. 


Do not therefore wonder that you found 
ſo eaſie a Reception, ſince the Holy Virgia's 
Image Commanded her toadmit you to het 
Chaſt Bed for the Propagation of Humane 
Kind. If weare not the only care of Heaven, 
yet certainly that has ſome regard to our 
* | Happinch, 
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Happineſs, and whatever is done without 
the Approbation of that, is of no manner 
of benefit to us. Thus Antonio the firſt Night 
of his Marriage, which was to be ſure diſ- 
agreeable to Heaven, deſtroy'd the Fertility 
and Maidenhead of Sempronia together. He 
has Four Brothers who have taken his place, 
who while they keep Antonio from his Barren 
Bed, abuſe his Siſter with unfruitful Seed. 
Mov'd by their Impotence, ſhe has calPd 
the whole Family into her aſſiſtance; but 
in ſo vaſt a number of Gallants, ſhe has not 
yet met with one, who has been able to ſtop 
the haſtning Ruin of fo Ancient a Family. 
Whilſt this Babler held on her diſcourſe, 
Sempronia her ſelf tript into the Room where 
we were, and the noiſe of the Doors open- 
ing rouz'd the Maid, who had now almoſt 
talk'd her felf aſleep. The burning Tapers 
at her entrance ſeem'd to blaze with greater 
Flames, and the Eyes of this Mortal Nimph 
ſeem'd to burn the very light themſelves. 
After ſhe had excus'd her long ſtay by the 
Importunity of her Husband , and the 
Affairs of the Family — Lovers (faid ſhe) 


ſeek Darkneſs and Secrecy. Preſently the Doors 


were faſtned, and all troubleſome Lights 
put out, and the Bed all Perfum'd left halt 
open; {he was pleas'd with the Maids Dili- 
gence and Adreſs, when ſmiling, {he threw | 
her Arms about my Neck, and giving me 
Voluntary Kiſſes that Reliſh'd of Netar 
*— The Covert of this Bed (ſaid ſhe) 15 
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| ls fathe ſacred Rights of Love, and you ought 
to commit thoſe Flames that you ſball experience, 
to that amd to ſilence ; with that ſhe ftrain'd 
me cloſe in a more ſtrict embrace, and ſuck- 
ing my Lips into hers, ſhe furpriz'd me 
with a Tremulous Summons to a cloſer En- 
gagement, and in the midſt of her eagerneſs 
threw her falling Lover on the Bed. 

You have doubtleſs my Friend Pietro, ex. 
perienc'd the Tranſports of Love, when you 
met with more, than equal Fire in the Fair 
one; the gave proof of her Satisfaction 
through all the Combat of Love, till after 
many Deeds of Valout, both tired, we fel! 
aſleep. The next Day refreſh'd my Vigour 
with good Meat and rich Wines, and the 
Night renew'd our Pleaſures ; till after a 
Month of Pleaſure and Love, I had the 
good Fortune to confirm the Oracle of the 

Holy Statue, by impregnating the Charming 
Siempronia. But now Surfeited with fo long 
2 Happineſs, I deſired my Diſmiſſion; and 
Sempronia, either angry with my indifte- 
3 rence, or, as I rather believe, deſirous of a 
new Gallant, even beyond my Expectation 
yielded willingly to my requeſt, only ad- 
ding this Admonition : 

If your Stars ( faid ſhe) among the other \ 

Favours they have beſtow'd on you, have given f 

you ſecrecy, you have found a Friend who wil \ 

an time reward the Fidelity of your Silence with - 

t 


anexpeted Honour; but if you ſuffer your Tongue 
to divulge what has paſt betwixt us, aſſure your 


1 


4 


ing weary tl the deſtruction of the Offender : 
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RIF that your Raſbneſi will he puniſh'd with 8 
2 certain death. Ihe Hands of an injur 4 
Woman are lung, and implacable, as never he- 


And of all Injuries a Woman moſt reſents the 
difcovery of her private Favours: But that 
you may Bot think my Threats only empty Words, 
brinz hither Bombo, that his death may ſulſi- 
ciently cauvince Julio of what he ought to e- 
pelt on the violation of bis Traft. tortnnt has 
been very malicious againſt my Reputation, and 
4 Domeſtick of my own has been ſo bold as to caft 
8 Reflection on my Name : For this Fellow whom 
Thad taken from a Groom, prefer*d him in the 
Houſe, nay receiv' d him to this very Bed, that 
by Luxury and Pleaſures he might forges the 
lowneſs of his Condition; has betra d my Fa- 
vour, and by a pernicious Loquacity made an un- 
grateful Return for all the Oblig ations,that I had 
laid upon him. The Perfidioas Ingratitude of 
the Sex reaches even to the ſeruile Vaſſals; for 
when once on have fuffuciently platted your Ap- 
petites with Pleaſare in our Arms; you laugh at 
your Miſtreſs, and with a haughty Pride neglect 
thoſe Joys, which you had before ſought with [0 
many Watchings, Sighs, Tears and Faſtings. 
Towards the end of her Diſcourſe Bombo 
was brought in bound, his Countenance 
and Eyes confeſs'd Laciviouſneſs; his Hair 
was Black, and his Chin cover'd but yet 
with its firtt Down, only a ſwelling in his 
Breaſt and Belly detorm'd a very comly and 
beautiful Perion : Whom when the Maid 
| B b 2 had 
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- _ had tied faſt to a Beam, ſhe faſtned jig 
Cloaths behind him, and put a Silver Veſſel 


under his Feet, and then thruſt the Sword 


* ſhe held in her Hands up to the Hilt into his 


Boſom, hence iſſued ſuch aGuſh of Blood as 


almoſt fill'd the Veſſel at once: Then taking 


out his Heart, opening the Mauth of the 


Sufferer, Who made no manner of Noiſc, 


gave the Heart to him to eat, adding to it 
this Imprecation — That All thaſe, who ever 
fhow'd rail at and defame the Lady he had en- 


joy'd, and wou'd ſcruple to lie for the Reputa- 
tion of his Miſtreſs, might dye the ſame cruel 


death. Cold almoſt to death with Fear, I 


expected immediately the ſame Fate, and 


all I'durft pray for was only a milder Death: 


For I knew that the Cruelty of. Women, 


like that of the Panther, ſtops not at any 
Mean; but devours more than will fill his 
Belly. When the cruel Sempronia, and the 
more barbarous Abigail, bidding me re- 
member the Fate of Bombo, turn d me out 
of doors. | 

: Being got out, I at laſt began to reſume 
new Courage, and with all the ſpecd my 
Leggs wou'd furniſh me with, I fied from 
an Abode more horrible than the Iſles of 
Circe, and the Sirens; and having found out 
my Quarters, I got into my Chamber, nor 
ſtir'd I out of Doors in three Days, rumi- 
nating all that while on what I had ſeen. O 
ye immortal Gods, cried I, how abandon'd 
are we Men! We fooliſhly buy Adultery 
Ris „ at 
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xt the expence of our Lives, or what. is yet 
more grievous than any death, a perpetual 
Baniſhment. Murther comes upon us in 
the midſt of our Joys, and that in a 
manner ſo eruel, that the Common Hang- 
man wou d tremble at the Execution. Why 
cruel Women have you thus à while re- 
priev'd me; when I was half way over the 
Shgian Lake, and reſtor'd me to a momen- 
tary Life, only to put me ſuddenly to a more 
cruel death ? This is a falſe Kindneſs which 
you ſhew me, whichinſtead of forgiving, 
only defer the Puniſhment. Let me die In 
Peace, and without any farther delay. reſtore 
this Victim to guilty Fate: For to what 
purpoſe was I made Witneſs of the Death 
of Bombo, but that I might be convinc'd,that 
when once a Womar will proſtitute her 
Virtue in unlawful Embraces, that ſhe ſets 
no Bounds to her Vices? He had in his 
Power, not only a Voice, but Sighs and 
Groans in the midſt of his Torment, and 
utter'd not one: And while his Blaod Guſh'd 
out in ſuch a Flood, taking no notice, looks 
as if he were in a Lethargy, or had {ome 
drowfie Potion given him to make the Ope- 
ration the more feaſible. The Heart drag'd 
out of his Bodv by that audacious Jade the 
Maid, ſeem'd leſs than a Human Heart. 
All things to day bore the face of Impo- 
ſture; but indeed we lay nat aſide our dif: 
guiſe againſt Heaven it ſelf, fo that if the 
Divinity had not a regard to Human Frailty, 
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8 having thrown all his Thunder, 
ts, wou'd have ſtood in the Clouds an in- 


offenſive Spettator ,” not Funiſher of oyr 


Crimes, £6 8. 

While theſe Thoughts fill'd my Mind, 7 
heard fame body knock at the Door, when 
to my equal Surprize and Wonder, who 


. ſhou'd have been liſt ning to my Complaint 


but Bombo in his own proper Perſon, whoſe 
death I had been bewailing; not at all 
Bloody, nor with a ſwell'd Boſom, yet with 
a more fearful Countenance, than he had 
when he faw his Heart pulPd out of his 
Baſom; who throwing himſelf on his Knees 
to me, thus began— Forbear, I beg you Sir, 
fa rail at fo great a Woman, whoſe Anger the 
very Stars themſelves are ſenſibls of; what ever 
has been faid of Medea falls ſhort of her 5kill, 
for ſhe dives into the very Thoughts of Mem, and 


tho at 4 diſtance from them thears their abſent 


Diſcourſe. What you ſaw done to me, was per- 


form'd without the ſpilling of any of my own 


Blood, only to ſtrite a Terrour into you, But 
evert the Omen Gods, that this Mimic Death 
pound be any promiſe of yours in Reality; but 
believe me, and take my faithful Advice, fh 
this place with your utmoſt ſpeed, for here, cer. 
tain Death unavoidably attends you, Nor am I 
of ſo barbarous 4 Temper, as to ſuffer 4 Man, 
who has been admitted to the Fruition of the 


fame fair Laay with 175 ſelf, to periſh by an un- 


remely Fate : For who knows but the ſame Stars 
whith brought as both to the [ame Bed, may bring 


# both to the ſame Grade. 
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I cowd not but receive this kind Infor- 
mation with abundance of Thanks, promi- 
ſing that when ever it lay in my way he 
ſhou'd challenge as great a Service from me; 
ſo taking my Leave of him and Leghorn, I 
made the beſt of my way to Rome: Where 
yet I can't put the ſtrange Adventure out 
of my Head; but retiring to my Couſins, 
Villa come often here to this pleaſing Shade, 
to run over the matter, that keeping up the 
Memory of it, I may never more think of 
any more Amorous Engagements, 


T Ulio having given this Account to his 

Friend, and plaid a Tune or two on his 
Lute to calm his Mind which the Relation 
had ruffled, they went their way, and left 
my Maſter to expect the proper Hour of 
Setting into the Arms of the Amorous Prin- 
ceſs. The Night now coming an, and the 
Moon riſing, he got up and went to the 
Stone, where he found the Key, by which 
he let himſelf in at a private Door in the 
Garden: The firſt Animal he met was a 
_ Dog, that was the nocturnal Guard of 
ne Place; but this terrible Animal, the 


Princeſs, out of a pretended kindneſs for it, 


had made acquainted with Fideli, by ha- 
ying brought him with her to Rome; fo that 
Ps] B b 4 he 
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he only faun'd upon him, and attended him 
.to the place where he was to Wait for Mrs. 


- 
2 


Abigail's coming with neus ſrom his Prin. 
ceſs, How tedious ſo ever the Time might 
ſeem to a deſiring Lover, yet it did not in 


reality exceed half an Hour, Abigail con- 


ducted him up the back Stairs into Mrs. 
Abigail's Apartment, who being a particu- 


lar Favourite, had one fit for the Uſe her 
Lady ance a Month to be ſure wou'd put 


it to. WY IAN 1 

I Will nat repeat the mutual Embraces of 
the Lovers when they met, nor any thing 
that paſt all the remaining part of the Night: 
But the Princeſs loſt ſome of her Prudence 
in prolonging her Joys till late the next 
Morning; nay, being up, they cou'd not 
be ſatisfied but they mult again retire to 


the Bed to waſte a few Minutes in the agree 


able fleaſure: But in the midſt of their 


ſport, the old Prince comes to the Door, 


ↄpens it, and was entring the Room, when 
ſhe-calPd out to him to retire, for having 
that Morning taken Phyſick, ſhe mult have 
no Man in the Room a Minute; the good 
old Prince gueſſing her meaning, and un- 
willing to duturb her on ſuch an occaſion, 


retir'd, and the Lovers purſu'd their amo 


tous Affair, The next day they were in the 
fame Condition, and hearing the Prince 
come, Fideli was flipt into the Cloſer, the 
very place ta which the Prince was bound 
tar ſame Moncy ta play with; ſhe had ga 
"2 So © the 
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tlie Key, nor wou'd ſhe part with it to him 
on all his earneſtneſs; which he finding, 


What, ſays he, thou haſt got ſome pretty 


Knicknack there now, which you won't 
let me ſee? TI have ſo, faid ſhe; but you 


ſhall ſee it ſome other time, when *tis more 
fit for ſight than at preſent. Well, well 
then, ſaid the Prince, give me ſome Money 
to play, and I'll not ſee your Trinkam. 


The Princeſs put her Hand into her Pocket 
and gave him what ſhe had there, which 


hapned to be ſufficient for that occaſion. 


The Prince being retir'd, the Lover was a- 


gain ſet at Liberty. But conſulting how to 
avoid the like hurry again, Fidel; being 
young enough, they reſolved to dreſs him 
in a Womans Habit, and that he ſhou'd 


paſs for a Relation of Mrs. Abigails; the 


matter was no ſooner agreed on but put in 
execution, and the Princeſs wou'd have the 
pleaſure of Dreſſing him her ſelt. 
After this they were much leſs on their 
Guard, and made no ſcruple of letting the 
Prince find them together: His ſtay was 
generally during the hght Nights, and 
when thofe were gon he return'd to Rome, 
which allow'd ſuch a grateful Interval to 
their Amour,” that it kept up their Paſſion 
and Deſire to ſo great a degree, that the 
Prince now dying, and leaving her a con- 
liderable Fortune, ſhe thought tit to beſtow 
it on Se gnior Fideli, with her felt in Mar- 
flage : Which Match how fortunate fo ever 
| " 
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it was to him, was not ſo to her; for he being 
ſenſible of her former Infidelity, was to 
watchful over her Actions ever to give her 
the leaſt opportnity of ſerving him in the 
fame kind; beſides a perpetual cohabitation 
both at Bed and Board, without any Fear 
or Apprehenſion from any Body elſe, made 
their Paſſions fink to Indifference, and that 
to Diſguſt;all had perhaps ended in the Mur- 
ther of one or the other, had not his Death 
revented: But ſhe in his ſickneſs was ſo 
dulous about him, that he cou'd not re. 
ſolve to wrong her of any part of her For. 
tune ſhe brought him, which remain'd yet 
unſpent, but left her all intirely. In chat 
one Action Juſt ; in all others without Prin. 
eiple or Honour. She Buried him hand- 
fomly. And I was beſtow'd on a Siſter of 
his, whoſe Story I muſt add before I give 
Ver. ; 5 18 
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Deilla Fideli was very beautiful, and 
very young when her Brother died, 
and in a Nunnery in Horence, and defign'd 
for a. Nun ; but her Brother being dead, 
and ſhe not liking the then unſubſtantial 
Joys of the enclos'd Ladies, quits the a: 


— 
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ing paſtry where her Couſin was Abbeſs, and 
roo takes a Lodging in an Eminent Citizens 
zer Houſe, Where ſhe ſoon enlarg'd her Ac- 
quaintance. Among whom was a venera- 
ble old Lady, who talk'd of nothing but 
Death or judgment, and the Miracles of 
Saints and the Like, and yet was ſecret 
Baud to the young Duke Who was yet a 
ſingle Man, nor did he care to hearken to 
Marriage. Lucilia had a Beauty was the moſt 
agreeable to his taſte in the World, vyhich 
Madam the Baud knew ſo well, chat ſhe 
eaſily got him a fight of her new Acquain- 


* 


tance, making her.a Viſit in Womans 
Clothes. The Duke was infinitely charm 
with her Perſon, but more with her Wit 
and Knowledge, having been ſo great à 
Reader in the Nunnery, that her Conver- 
ſation was much different from that of moſt 
of the Sex. 0 A 03 Op 
Lucilla is invited to the old Beldam's, a 
Place fitting for the deed; and before the 
Collation was ready, the young Duke was 
admitted. He makes his Addreſſes, ſhe is not 
averſe; but being inform'd that it was the 
Duke of Horence, her Vanity and Pride ſoon 
blew up the ſmall Gariſon of her Virtue; yet 
ſhe made the Conqueſt of her Perfon more 
hard than that of her Heart, leſt by too eaſie 
a ſurrender ſhe ſhou'd leſſen his Eſteem of 
her, and by conſequence his Value and 
Love: But having kept him long enough in 
luſpence to fix her Empire in his Boſom, — 
A foun 
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found ſuch a means of ſurrendring, as ſhou'g 
ſeem rather a Storm than Capitulation. He 
vowd perpetual Love and Conftancy, plac'd 
her in a Magnificent Apartment, and took 
all that care of her, which a Love, ſo ſin- 
cere as he certainly was poſſeſs'd of for the 

Charming Lucilla, cou'd prompt him to. 
There was in the Court a Man of won- 
derful Parts and Integrity, tho? an old 
Courtier, whoſe name was Count Horatio; 
he had ſerv'd the Duke's Father many years, 
and diſcharg'd his Adminiſtration with the 
Applauſe of both Subject and Prince. This 
Man had not only a Fatherly Care over the 
young Duke, but a kind of Paternal Au- 
thority and Aw; he finding out the Intrigue, 
and in a manner agreeable to the Perſon he 
N ſpoke to, inveigh'd againſt all illegal A- 
maeurs, and us'd many Arguments to move 
him to think of Marrying. The Duke 
thank'd him for his Advice, and promis'd to 
follow it; but Nature is too frail to ſuffer 
2 young Man to vanquiſh an habitual Paſ- 
ſion for a Woman, whom he in ſome mea- 
ſure had been the cauſe of forſaking the 
Paths of Virtue: | The: fight of Lacilla ſoon 
put an end to all his fair Reſolutions, and 
made him think of Horatio as an envious 
dilturber of his Pleaſures. - - 
+ Horatio was ſoon ſeniible of this, and 
therefore reſolv'd by a very ſubtil Addrels 
to make Lucilla her ſelf the Cauſe of her 

own defeat: He therefore comes to e. 
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and examining: her about her Amour with 
the Duke, flatters her Beauty, and Power 
over him, inſinuating, that it muſt be her 
own fault if ſhe were not Dutcheſs of Ho- 
rence; that having him now is her Power, 
ſhe ſhowd deny him the Favours ſhe had 
granted, and preſs him to Marriage. There 
is nothing in nature ſo credulous as a young 
Woman in things that flatter her Vanity: 
She therefore writes to the Duke, and ſends" 
the Letter by Horatio, which was to the fol- 
lowing purpote' : | l 


Lacilla, to Coſmo Grand Duke of Frier, 


HE Praiſe of deceiving an innocent poor 
Girl is below the Ambition of a great 
Prince, aim not at encreaſing your Fortune and 
Glory by the Misfortunes of her who loves jou: 
If you deſign for Matrimony, in me you will find 
one who by Uſe and Habit knows how to pleaſe 
1 you: But if you deſign no ſuch thing, I will flie 
(. from your ſight, that by my Abſence you may for- 
1+ get me. The Name of a Miſtreſs, tho) to a Mo- 
le narch, is very odious, and the malict of Tongues 
Fi has already attack*d my Reputation; ſo that if 
d Jou call me not to your Nuptial Bed, I will call 


18 au to my Grave. Farewell. 
d The Duke had no ſooner perus'd her Lets 
6 ter, but finding the Ambition of the Wo- 
r man, he paus'd a while, and then turning 


f 0 Horatio ——— Let her go (ſaid he) for an 
d | in- 
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ipſolent creature; the Band mhich bound me ji 


her is at laſt broke aſunder, and ſince ſhe cou'd 


not tell how to bear my Love with moderation; 
let her try to bear the contrary. 
- Horatio willing to improve this opportu- 


nity, endeavour'd by cunning Arguments to 


convince the Duke of the Inconvenience of 
a ſingle Life; he urg'd that his Station was 
ſuch, that all his Actions affected the Publick, 
all his Subjects being concern'd in them; 
That he ought to look out for a Wife, whoſe 
lawful Embraces might reſtrain him from 
running aſtray, and bring him Children 
worthy her, and worthy himſelf; That there 
was no Princeſs of Europe but wou'd be Am- 
bitious of the Honour of being his Wife: 
That he therefore ſhou'd ſelect ſome one 
among them, who beſides her Perſon, (hou'd 
bring into his Coffers a conſiderable Trea- 


_ ſure. That in the mean tinie he ſhou'd for- 


get Luci/la, and all other Ladies of her Con- 
dition, and think only of his Glory, and 
the Good of his People 7 

The Duke being touch'd with this good 
Advice, difdain*d to return any Anſwer to 
Lucilla, and made it his Buſineſs to think 
which of all the Princeſſes of Europe he 


ſhou'd chuſe, to make the Partner of his 


Bed and his Throne. Lacilla in a little time 
found out the Alienation of the Duke's Af. 


fections, and tound out the Treachery of 
Horatio in his pernicious Advice; conſulting 
therefore her Reſentment, ſhe confider'd 


- 
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of any duration; Uneaſineſs finds us ous where- 
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only how ſhe ſhou'd accompliſh her Re- 
venge. Thoſe who have Money will never 
want Tools and Engines to execute their 
moſt profligate deſigns ; for every were 
whether Poyſoners, or Aſſaſſins, have the 
price of Iniquity, only Virtue is without 
any Reward. | "a 
There was inFlorence one Caſtrucio, perfect 
and diligent in mixing of Poiſons, in ma- 
naging falſe Witneſſes, and murd'ring Men 
by Aſſaſſination. Laci/ls mad at once with 
Rage and Love, deſigning to make uſe of 
this Engine, ſhe wrote to him a Letter to 
put her deſign in Execution. The Letter 
the commits to the moſt belov'd of her Ser- 
rants, who had ſcarce got out of doors but 
Horatio met him in the Street, and topping 
him by a ſubtil Add reſs, enquiring into 
his Haſte, he got from him his La- 
dy's Letter; which when he had read, 
and found the deſign againſt his Lite, he 
deſcended from the Greatneſs of his Quality, 
to win him to his Intereſt. He was afraid 
of a Reconciliation betwixt Lacilla and the 
Duke, and he knew that a Woman, who 
had once gon into ſuch deſperate Meaſures, 
wou'd never ceaſe to perſecute him whom 
once ſhe had fear'd. Alas, faid he, How 
honourable a thing is chearful Poverty? And 
how clondy a Glory is theirs who follow a Court: 
lis ridiculous for a Man in the midſt of e 
many ſorts of Vanity, to expect a Happineſs 


ever 
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eber me ave; and amidſt our . all ig four't 


guſtfi ul. No 


with ſomething troubleſom and 


of Man can have very great Advantages of Foy. 
tune, and yet keep them long: Fate laughs i; 


thoſe to whom. it gives a ſuddain Riſe, (in, 
her Inconſtancy is a Comfort in our Afliction;, 
and that our Amours ſtill naturally expoſes u 


0 al Misfortunes: I 
Wich theſe Reflections he retir'd from 
Morence to a Wood in the Appenines, and led 
an Hermetical Life, taking with him the Ser- 
vant of Lacilla, by whom he had diſcover'd 
bis Danger. Horatio had not long abſent- 


ed Himſelf from the Court, when the Duke 
and Lacilla were reconciPd, and ſo was 
pleag'd with the Misfortune which he ought 


to have deplor'd ; loſt in the preſent plea- 
Aare, he forgot his Friendſhip for Horatio. 
There is no greater Enemy to a Great Man, 


than to be too ſincere in his Love to his 
Prince; and none are ſo ſure of unhappi- 


ness, as thoſe who: ſtudy moſt the Satcty 


and Honour of his Maſter: Horatio 1s 
fught for every where to be put to the 
moſt exquiſite Lorments, not that he was, 
but becauſe he wou'd not be guilty. of a 
Crime againſt the Happineſs of his Soveraign. 


Horatio being abſent, he is accuſed of Ne- 


cromancy, and was ſaid to have engag d 
the Duke's Friendſhip to him by faſcinating 


2 Arts; and even what had been former!) 


prais d in him for Virtues, were now con- 


demn'd as Crimes. 
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Thus Horatio found by experience to 
how little purpoſe it was to perſuade a 
Prince againſt his Inclinations ; and how 
dangerous to provoke a Woman in her Bu- 
ſineſs of Ambition and Love: 

The Roman Crown having done; my lit- 
tle Louis Do'r, according to Cuſtom, began 
next to entertain me with Affairs of this 
nature: I know not (ſaid he) what Guſts 
the Italian Gallants find in the danger, and 
difficulty of an Intrigue; but I am ſure the 
Matter is purſu'd as much, and with as 
much Aſſiduity in France, where the Acceſs, 
and the Opportunities have none of thoſe 
Hazards. 1 ſhall not enter into the diſpute 
of the Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs of theſe 
Intrigues, I ſhall only tell you the Practice, 
which will ſhew you Women of the firſt 
Quality, and of boaſted Reputation, in the 
Arms of their Gallants, with no other Fear 
before their Eyes, but that of their Huſ- 
bands, which yet is not ſo great as to di- 
ſturb the leaſt of their deliglits. A conve- 
nient Aſſurance, with the natural Liberty the 
Women challenge in Fance; and a ſpice of 
Hypocriſie on certain occaſions, is all that the 
Ladies think worth their ſtudy, to ſecure 
their Pleaſure and Reputation. In France 
there is a univerſal Leudneſs goes round, 
and a Lady of Quality without an Intrigue 
at Court, looks as ſingular and aukward as 
a Beau, without a Wig or a Snut-box : Nay, 
the Men of Quality make no ſcruple ot ad- 
* mitting 


| mitting a Gallant to their Wives them. 
dien. provided he has any Intereſt to car. 
ry on by the Reputation. It wou'd be end- 
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therefore conſine my felf to a very few In- 
ſtances, which will give you a ſample, 
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Political Whores. 


N the Time of Henry HI. France was t 
extreamly divided into Factions; one * 

e had the Duke of Guiſe at their Head, h 
the other the King, under the Names of the 1 
Rovers and the Giſards. Each tide was ver 
zealous in the encreaſing the Intereſt of their 
Party, by the Addition of ſuch young No- 
blemen that came to years of Age ſuffici- 
ent to engage in ſuch Political Quarrels, 
"There were two young Noblemen ju 
come into the Wold of Buſineſs, and each 
Party ſtrove which ſhou'd engage them, 
the young Duke of Candale, and the young 
Duke of Nemours. The Duke of Candale 
had ſeen the Beautyful Wife of the Baron 
de. Grammont, who was a violent Royaliſt, 
and her Charms ſoon made a ſenſible Im- 
preſſion on the Heart of the young Duke; 
Who had neither Art, nor deſire of diſgui- 
<> SI Zing 
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ying a Paſſion from her, who only coud 
give him Relief. He, therefore, after all 
the Addreſſes of Eyes, Sighs, and preſſing 
the Hand, Cc. took courage to diſcover a 
Flame, that was not diſagreeable to the 
Lady. And ſhe, who was a zealous Roya- 
lift, did not doubt fixing him in that Party, 
who had thus long fluctuated betwixt both'; 
and ſhe was a Woman of too much ſenſe, 
not to make uſe of that pretext with her 
Husband to favour their Meetings; who 
being not very jealous naturally, imother'd 
all ſuſpicion in the hopes of having ſo con- 
ſiderable a Man a Convert to his Party by 
the Art of his Wite, whoſe Fidelity he did 
not in the leaſt queſtion : So that full Li- 
berty was allow'd to their Converſation, 
which the Duke of Candale was too much 
in Love, and too Gallant a Man not to im- 
prove to the Advantage of his Pleaſure in 
the Arms of Madam de Grammont. The 
Duke was converted by the Lady, and ſhe 
highly diverted with her Convert, till he 
being fixt in his Principles, and ſhe grown 
tertile by his Cultivation, the warmth of 
the Affair abated, and in a little time the 
Baron had his Wife to himſelf, gaining by 
the Intrigue, a Powerful Man to his Cauſe, 
and an Heir to his Eſtate. 

But the Ga ſards, who were a very active 
Generation, having loſt their Hopes of the 
Duke of Cændale, were reſolv'd to be be- 
torehand with the Royalifts in the young 

Cc 2 Duke 
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Duke of Nemours, juſt then come of Age, 


Madam de Chaſtillon was a molt cotgpleat 
Beauty of the Fair Kind; her Haff was 
Flaxen, or ting'd with Gold to the Colour 
of the Sun-beams, and tell into a thouſand 
entangling Curls; her Forehead ſpacious, 
ber Eyes a dark Blue, large and languiſhing, 
her Skin Whiter than Alabaſter, and her 
Shape and Mien anſwerable to thoſe ad- 
mirable Parts we have deſcrib'd. Her Sta- 
ture was inclining to Tall, which gave her 
Port a ſort of graceful Majeſty, which at 
once gave Deſire, and Aw'd it. Her 
Charms join'd to her Zeal for the Guiſe, 
gave her the Name of the Belle Gauiſard. 
Her Husband Monſieur de Chaſtillon was a 
buſie Tool of the Party, who won him by 
a perpetual Flattery of his Parts, in Learn- 


ing and Politicks, tho” he had not enough of 


the firſt to ſet up for a Village Schoolmaſter, 
nor of the latter, for a common News- 
Writer. His Study was ſtor'd with Books, 
whoſe Gilt Backs amuz'd his Eye, but whoſe 
inſide never improv'd his Underſtanding. 
So for Politicks, he herded with the molt 
active of the Court, who finding him a fit 
Inſtrument for their Ends, admitted him 
into the Junto, on whom the whole Machine 
of Faction turn'd; of this the Abbot Fou- 
guet, and the Count de Hocquincourt were 
the chief: The former being by profeſſion a 
ſingle Man, in an Honourable and Benefi- 
cial Poſt, might have ſpar d himſelf the Fa- 

25 | tigue 
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tigue of ruling a Party, having no Poſterity 
to reap the Advantage of his Toils. But as 
he was of a Pale Swarthy Vizage, ſo his 
Mind had a Tincture of the fame unwhole» 
ſom Mixture; he lov?d to be at the Head 
of a Party, and being in his Nature in- 
capable of forgiving an Injury either 
real or imaginary , the reſt of the Janto 
took the ſame Principle, by which at laſt 
they made themſelves ſo many Enemies as 
oyerturn'd their Dominion, and gave the 
Cauſe to the unpopular Royaliſts. In this 
Junto was it debated how the young Duke 
of Nemours {hou'd be ſecur'd to the Party; 
Monſieur de Chaſtillan deſir'd to let him 
have that Task himſelf, for the accompliſh- 
ment of which he wou'd be anſwerable to 
the Junto. Tho? one of the Junto very 
much doubted his Capacity, yet finding 
that Fouquet apprav'd of the Motion, ea- 
ily acquieſc'd, not doubting but that Cha- 
ſillon mov'd by the directions of Fouquet; 
as indeed he did. For meeting with him 
when the noiſe was hot of the Duke of Can. 
dale's going entirely into the Intereſt of the 
contrary Party, and having ſome hints at 
the motives of his Refolution — My Lord 
( faid Fouquet) the Baron de Grammont has 
actcd like a Politicianindeed,and like a Man 
of Senſe, and one who will be advanc'd by 
ſacrificing the Trifle of a Wife's Embraces 
to the good of the Cauſe he is engag'd in. 
A Wiſe Man ſhou'd never Marry a hand- 
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ſom Wife to pleaſe his own Guſto, and to 
deliver himſelf a Victim to her Charms; 
nor like Sampſon, forget all great Actions in 
the wanton Arms of Dalilah; but he ſhowd 
make the ſame uſe of her, that Grammont 
has done. I fear he will purſue the fame 
Method with the young Duke of Nemoar;, 
now full of youth, and ſway'd by Amorous 
deſires, a fine Woman may lead him whe- 
ther ſo ever ſhe pleaſes, and having once 
declar'd of one fide, there are Arts enough 
to retain him, if he has not Reſolution to 
keep to what he has once eſpous'd. 
My Lord (replied Chaſti/loz) I believe 
J have the means then of ſerving the young 
Duke of Nemoars; my Wife is in all things 
fuperior to Grammont's, and which is ſtil 
better for the deſign, the Duke has fixt his 
Eyes upon her with ſuch marks of Affection, 
that I believe I do not flatter my ſelf, when 
Lay I have it in my power to make him 
our own; nor ſhall it be faid that Gram- 
mont did more for his Party than I will for 
mine. This was the aſſurance that made 
the Abbot Fouguet affiga him to Chaſtillo 
in the Junto. Chaſtillon made it his buline(s 
to careſs the young Duke, and carry him 
home to Dinner and Supper, and then ot- 
ficioully to leave him alone with his Wife, 
who had her Inſtruction to deny him no 
Favour, that might tix him in the Faction 
of the Guiſards: And the Duke was fo en- 
 tarely Free in that Particular, that if ” 
Ki 3 A). 92 nt a : MN ma 


The PoriTicat Wrorss. 183 
nad propoſed the Alcoron, the hopes of the 
Blefling of her Perſon, wou'd have carrie 
the Cauſe. Till he had done, ſome public 
Act for the Party, tho? he was a Man as 
accompliſh'd for the Lady's Service as any 
at Court, ſhe allow'd him no ſubſtantial 
Joys; but making him only half Bleſt, 
made him the more eager to come to an en- 
tire poſſeſſion. 2 
They were both young and wanton, and 
ſhe ſhew*d no little command of her ſelf in 
reſiſting an Importunity ſo agreeable to her, 
till ſhe had gain'd her point; but her zeal 
for her Party happen'd to be ſtronger than 
her Luft, ſo at once ſecur'd her Conqueſt 
and fixt her Gallant in Politicks an 
Love, fo that he never after forſook the 
Cauſe. Tho' in Love he grew a little. ro- 
ving, and ſhe, who had now by her Huſ- 
bands conſent bid adieu to her Virtue, be- 
gan to provide for her ſelf, nor ſtuck at 
any thing in which ſhe hop'd the leaſt plea- 
ſure. Nor cou'd the Husband jultly find 
fault, fince he. firſt not only taught, bur 
commanded her ty think of another in ſo 
Criminal a way. 

I will not tell you of Madam à Oloze's 
numerous Intrigues, with the Duke of Can- 
dale (the Grand- ſon of the former) Mon- 
lieur de Beauvin, Jeanin de Caſtillt a rich 
Merchant of Paru, or Paget as rich a Banker 
of the ſame place, the Count de Gaiche, and 
the Father the Marſhal de Grammont, the 

Cc 4 Prince 
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Prince of Conde, her Husband's Chaplain, 
the Marſhal de Hocquincourt, and various 
more, while by falſe Careſſes ſhe lulbd hey 
doating Husband aſleep, till her Favours 
grew ſo common that they were not 
thought worth the concealing ; till it came 
to her Husband's Ears, who leaving the 
Court, took his Lady with him into the 
Country, in hopes there to enjoy her with. 
out a Rival; ey'n in that he was deceiy'd, 
far while he kept a Servant, his good Lady 
wou'd not be depriv'd of her Recreation, 
Tho' all the Court Ladies are not fo very 
inconſtant as Madam D' Olone, yet all of 
them have their ſhare of Man, except thoſe 
who are for a ſtrange odd Taſt of acting 
the Men themſelves, and debauching the 
young Girls, to purſue more filthy, more 
unnatural, and more empty Joys. But 


this, like all other Novelties, aer much 


at Court, and was mightily follow'd be. 
cauſe a new Vice: Yet Madam de Venevill 
ſtuck to the old way of more ſubſtantial 


leaſure in the Arms of the Count a? Thos 


ue. 
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Lucky Eſcape : 


OR, THE 


REPRIZAL 


Ouſieur de Veneville was look'd on as a 

Man of Wit and Pleaſure, and of a 

retty gaod Eſtate, to encreaſe which he 
— the Daughter of the Chevalier 
D' Harcoart, a very conſiderable Fortune; 
She was moderately Handſome, had a Pert- 
neſs of Diſcourſe, and an Air very agreeable: 
Her Husband had by his Converſation with 
ſame Joyial Fellows contracted a habit of 
Drinking, and of coming home pretty late, 
which left his Lady many idle Hours to con- 
trive a ſatisfaction, which his Conduct had 
of late very much abridg'd her of, and to 
which ſhe found her ſelf not a little inclin'd 
by Nature. A Woman of Addreſs and Youth 
need not in the French Court be long deſti- 
fute of a Gallant; and the Count de Tholowſe 
being a young Man of Qrality, and bred 
to the Sea, her opportunity of ſeeing him 
often with her Husband, who belong'd to 

the Maritime Affairs, gave her no ſmall, 
liking to the Man; and her Converſation 
and Perſon rais'd in him a tender —_ 
r 
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for her; ſo that both being willing, it wa 
not long e' er they came to an Ecclaircioment, 
Several haſty Enjoyments they found means 
of obtaining; but thoſe ſerv'd only to 
heighten their deſires of a more full ſatis. 
faction. Madam Veneuille underſtanding, 
that her Husband was engag'd one Night, 
both at Play and at Drinking, believ'd her 
felf very ſecure till towards the Morning: 
The Count is inform'd of the matter, and 
in the Dusk of the Evening comes to her 
Houſe, is admitted to her Chamber, where 
they ſoon entred the Liſt of Love, getting 
to Bed out of Hand. They had not long 
RevelFd in Joy, but News is brought that 
Monſieur her Husband is return'd, but very 
much in Drink. The Count is immediate) 
drefs'd in Womens Night-cloaths, afid the 
Lady gets out of her Bed in her Gown in or- 
der to ſtop her Husband from coming into 
the Room: But he, full of Love now as Wine, 
was reſolv'd that Night to lye with his Lady, 
which he ſeldom of late did, but when 
was thus unfit for that place. Madam 
ſtops him at the Door, and tells him he 
muſt not come in, ſince Madammoiſelle de 
Chartres was in her Bed, and juſt got to ſleep, 
not being very well. He ſwore that no- 
thing ſhould hinder him that Night from 
being her Bedfellow. Madam grows angry, 
but cow'd not provoke him to be gon; and 
when at laſt he found his Fondnels in vain, 
he ſwore he wou'd not leave the Room 0 
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he had taken one kiſs of the young Lady, 


tr robbing him of the Pleaſure of lying 
that Night in her Arms. This alarm'd 
them more than all; but whatever ſhe cou'd 
do he found his way to the Bed-ſide, he 
ſtruggled ſome time in vain for a Kiſs, the 
Count hiding his Face in the Pillow, and 
Madam and her Maid pulling him away, 
tird at laſt, he ſwore that ſhe was a perfect 
Virago, but that in the Morning he wou'd 
take his Revenge; fo betwixt Scolding and 
Perſwaſion, they got him up to Bed, where 
he was no ſooner laid but the fumes of the 
Wine got the maſtery of his Senſes, and he 
ſlept as ſoundly as if the Count had not 
been ſupplying his place with his Lady; 
who immediately return'd to him, and 
fſtning theChamber Door againſt any other 
interruption, ſhe flew to his adulterous 
Arms as full of Defire and Love, as if ſhe 
had neverenjoy*d him before; or that Adul- 
tery were a Modiſh Accomplifhment with 
which the Conſcience had nothing to do. 
The Danger being over, and the Count 
recover'd of his Fright, they cow'd not 
torbear Laughing at the Impoſition on the 
Husband , and reſolving to make uſe of 
their Time, they let ſlip but few minutes; 
until the day coming on, the Count got up, 
and went away iu a Chair to his own Apart- 
ment: Nor had he been ſcarce gon, but 
Monſieur de Veneville getting up, comes 
down to his Lady's Room, finds her in _ 
IRIS". L FA e 
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188 The GOLDEN SSV. 
and asks for Mad ammoiſelle de Chartres; yes 
| replied Madam his Wife, you have behay'q 
| your ſelf very _— you come home Drunk, 
| and then abule the beſt Friend I have; 
Madammoiſelle affronted at your laſt Nights 
Behaviour, took Chair as ſoon as it was day, 
reſolving never to come near your Houſe 
3 any more. Monſieur Veneville was a little 
| vex'dat the misfortune, becauſe he had long 
had a Paſhon for the Lady, that burnt in his IM An 
Breaſt : He therefore charg'd his Wife to Mt 
| go to her that day, and make his Excuſe, 1 % 
and endeavour his Reconcilement with her, I C 
ſince whatſoever he had done was only the I tb. 
= effect of the Liquor he had drank. That I * 
4 being oblig'd to go ſo early about the Buſi. he 
1 neſs of his Office, he wou'd meet her in the I © 
A Evening at Monſieur de Chartres's Apart: A 
| ment, and there have her make up his 1“ 
2 | Peace. Madam having promis'd to obey ſp © 
1 his Commands, he left her, to go aboub he © 
other Affairs. But here Madam committed f 
a great overſight in Love Politicks, ſince 
ſhe ought immediately to have gone to the 
Lady to inform her what Part ſhe was to 
act in her behalf: But ſhe being pretty well 
tir'd with the work of the Night, yielded 
do her Inclinations for Sleep and Retreſh- 
ment; not ſuſpecting that her Husband 
2% wou'd ever think of going near Madan: 
moiſelle till ſhe had made his way eaſie. 
But it ſo happen'd, that as he was going 
to his Office, he met with Madammorſelle's 
1 — "Woman, 
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- The Lucky ESCAPE. t89 
Woman, who had often ſollicited in his 
behalf, and had been retain'd by him ſome 
Time: Finding her thus early abroad, 
made him conclude that all that he had 
been perſuaded to by his Wife was really _ 
matter of Fact, ſo that coming up to her, A 
my dear Beaumelle, ſaid he, am I not quite 
ruin'd in your Lady's good Opinion? Will 
ſhe ever forgive my drunken Impertinence? 
And muſt I always languiſh under a Cruel- 
ty which I have now but too juſtly pro- 
vok d? What new Adventure alarms you 
(replied Beaumelle ) whats have you done 
then to ruin what I have been fo lon 
a doing for you; even when I had brought 
her to conteſs that ſhe lik'd you, and 
cou'd with difficulty deny you any thing? 
Alas! laſt Night (faid the diſconſolate Ve- 
neville) laſt Night was my Ruin, I came home 
too much Elevated with the Juice of the 
Grape, which made me iſo whimſical to de- 
ſign to lye with my Wife; but as my ill Stars 
wou'd have it, Madammoiſelle was got 
into my Place faſt aſleep, and J like a rude 
inconſiderate Lover wou'd needs raviſh a 
Kiſs from her, which with her utmoſt ſtrug- 
gling ſhe denied me.—Hold ( interrupted 
beaumelle ) you are I fear not ſober yet, and 
repeat your wild Dreams for matter of Fact. 
My Lady was not out of her Apartment all 
the Day nor Night, nay reſts yet in her Bed. 
Veneville was 'Thunder-{truck with theſe 
words, and cou'd not be prevail'd on to be- 


lieve 


190 The GOLDEN Spy, J. 
lieve her; but ſhe aſſuming the Diſcourſ 
went on: Come then, I find you are like 
other Husbands, in the Darkas to their own 
Affairs, and while you are ſo eager in pur. 
ſuit of my Lady, never take Notice what 
is done at home. It is plain that your Wife 
had a Gallant in her Bed, and this was only 
her Excuſe to impoſe upon you; I will gg 
before, and prepoſſeſs my Lady of the Af. 
front put on her by Madam de Venevill, 
which ſhall be ſure to turn to your Benefit, 
if you come ſoon after me, and preſs the 
Advantage I have given you. Veneville, as 
much as he was vex'd at this Trick of his 
Wite's, was tranſported with too much Joy 
in the Proſpe& Beaumelle had given him of 
immediate ſucceſs wah his Miſtreſs, to 
think of any thing mofe ; ſo doubling Bea. 
»zelle's Fee he diſmiſs'd her, and went to 
the Bagnio, where cleanſing himſelf he pre- 
par'd tor the pleaſing encounter, which he 
perſuaded himſelf was very near. 
Beaumelle by this time had ſufficiently fird 
Madammoiſelle de Chartres to Revenge the In- 
jury Madam Yezeville had done her, in ma- 


king uſe of her Name to cover her Theſts: 


Which with her Inclinations for Vene vill, 
made her reſolve not to be cruel to him 
when the firſt opportunity preſented his ea- 
ger Addreſs. In the midſt of theſe Thoughts 
Peneville found her juſt wrapt in her Night- 
Gown, which was thin enough to diſcover 


all the Beauties of her Perſon; he is con. 
| f: : ducted 
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aucted privately up Stairs to her Bed- cham- 


der by Beaumelle, and there leſt to his own 
Courage and good Fortune. Veneville ad- 
dreſsd himſelf to her in the moſt paſſionate 
manner, and finding encouragement, pro- 
ceeded ſtep by ſtep to the laſt Happyneſs ſhe 
cou'd beſtow ; Ihe Amorous Combat be- 
ing over, he took his leave, and retir'd, ex- 
pecting that his Wife wou'd ſoon be there 
to make her, her Friend, meaning her ſelf, 


her Bedfellow that Night. The Husband 


had not been long gone but the Wifecame, 


and found Madammoiſelle yet in Bed, little 


dreaming that the came to Addreſs to the 
only Woman who wou'd betray her. Firſt 
Complements being over, alas! my Dear, 
faid Madam de Vexeville, TI am utterly un- 
done, unleſs you ftand my Friend. In all 
that I can with Honour replied the other. 
[ deſir2 no more, replied Veneville: But you 
mult firſt promiſe never to ſay one ſyllable 
of what I am going to tell you; for buſi- 
neſſes of this Nature are not to be confided 
without the utmoſt Caution: For tho? all 


Women will gratity their Inclinations, yet 


while our peace depends on the Humour 
of a Man, whom the Law has given a 
Power over us, we mult play the Hypo- 
crites, and rail at that in another, whack 
we dayly practice our ſelves , tor it is not 
the Action, but the Conduct, that the 
World condemns. People of Senſe know 
that Nature will be Nature, and thatwhile 

we 
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19 2 me GOLDEN S5. 
we indulge our Appetites and Senſes in yj 
other Pleaſure, Chaſtity is only a meer Pre. 
tence, to carry on an Intrigue with the le, 
ſuſpition. F 

What I have ſaid will be ſufficient to con- 
vince you, that I have been guilty of the 
FPrailty of my Sex, and view'd another 
Perſon with Eyes of a tender Regard beſide 
Monſieur Venebille; yes Madam, I conteh 
the Woman, I have ſeen, and I love the moſt 
charming of his Sex. My Husband was im-. 
pos'd on me by a Brother, and my Inclina- 0 
tions no more conſulted, than if I had none; MY | 
he has beſides us d me like a Husband, his MW r 
brutal Humours I am always ſenſible of, MW } 

C 
J 


j 


but ſeldom a kind offer comes from him, 

but when he is incapable of making them 
any thing but Offers. In ſhort, Madam, lat 1 ! 
Night, being aſſur'd that he wou'd not WM h 
come home till very late, if at all, I ad- t; 
mitted the dear Man I love to my Bed, MW \ 
where we had not been long, but my MW b 
drunken Beaſt interrupted us, but I had the MW 
Addreſs to paſs him upon him for you my MW B 
Dear; and on his rude Behaviour, I told 
him you were gone away in diſguſt; two W at 
things I mult theretore beg of you, one, to 
own your Lying with me laſt Night; and bi 
the other, to admit of a ſeeming Reconcilia- W Þ) 
tion, this Evening when he will come to WW M 
beg your Pardon. i 
L know not Madam, replied Madam: WW ſo 
felle, what I ought to do in this 0 . 
tlunk 
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think you us'd me bur indifferently in ma- 
king uſe of my Name on this occaſion, yet 
ſince it is paſt, I will do what I can to 
ſerve you, but fear I ſhall be trapp'd by his 


* Curiolity. The belt way in my mind ſaid 
Veneville, will be for you, after Reconcilia- 


tion, to go to my Houſe this Night, and 
take a Bed with me, and let him find us as 
he did my Gallant and me the laſt. 
r having ſome other Thoughts 
agreed to the Propoſal; but when the Re- 
conciliation came in the Evening, ſhe told 
him his Wife's deſign, and that he might 
make what uſe of the Intelligence he pleas'd. 
Juſt before they were got into Bed Veneville 
comes home, and as before, pretendin 
himſelf Drunk, wow'd make his Wife an 
Madammoiſelle drink a Bottle of Wine with 
him; to quiet him, by her Conſent the mat- 
ter was agreed : He took care to fill his 
Wife's Glaſs very largely, which ( ſhe not 
being us d to good Liquor in any Quantity) 
ſoon had its deſir'd effect. Madam goes to 
Bed, and Madammoiſelle with her; whither 


| Veneville as ſoon as undreſs'd comes after, 


and there revenges his Quarrel on his 
Wite ; for in the very place where ſhe em- 
brac'd her Gallant but the Night before, he, 
by her ſide, had a full Enjoyment of his 
Miſtreſs even to fatiety, the Fumes of the 
Wine impriſoning Madam Veneville's Senſes 
ſo farthat ſhe knew nothing of the matter. 
Veneville having acted like a Man, wou'd 
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194 De GOLDEN SPY. 
needs perſuade Madammoiſelle to a freſh on- 
ſet, when now in all probability his Wife 
muſt wake and be a Witneſs of their Careſ. 


ſes ; She utterly refus'd it, but he preſſing 


it with vigour, ſhe made but a weak Reſifi- 
ance to a Pleaſure ſhe lik'd, when in the 
height of their Raptures Madam Venivill 
began to wake, and was at laſt ſenſible of 
the Treachery of her Friend ; but being 
prov'd too Guilty her ſelf, was fain to ſub- 
mit to what 'Terms they wow'd give her, 
The happy Lite they afterwards liv'd you 
may eaſily Gueſs, when Love was on nei. 
_ ſide, yet Diſtruſt and Diffidence on 
en. wy 
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UT the ſtrange Appetite of Woman 
in things of this Nature, 1 mult give 
you an Inſtance of, in an Adventure of a 
Doctor of Phyſic, who lodg'd at a credita- 
ble Houſe in Paris: He was not yet a Man 
of much Practice, and fo kept but indifferent 
Hours. He had frequently obſerv'd that a 
handſom young Country Lady vyas up when 
ever he came home, and being ſometimes 
exalted with good Liquor, hie ventur'd e. 
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her Apartment, where ſhe receiv'd him 
very civily ; he ſaw ſhe was Beautiful, and 
believ'd her very Innocent: However he 
frequently made his Addreſſes in his Drink, 
which for fear of diſobliging her, he denied 
all Remembrance of when he was Sober. 
When he really was not Drunk he wou'd 
pretend to be ſo, to puſh on an Affair in 
which he propos'd a great deal of pleaſure, 
Coming home one Night pretty early he 
found her in Tears, and after much preſſin 
to know the Cauſe, ſhe ingeniouſlly — 
that being but young and fooliſh ſhe had 
been betray'd to Marry her Father's Coach- 
man; but, that having never Conſumma- 
ted, ſhe thought her ſelf free, and wou'd 
Marry the Doctor if he thought fit, having 
a Fortune of 40060 Crowns at her own 
Command. The Doctor was infinitly 
pleas'd with her Perſon, and deſir'd nothing 
more, than always to live with fo charm- 
ing a Creature: So having blam'd her for a 
Folly ſo much beneath her Quality and For- 
tune, and made her promiſc him not to ſee 
him if he ſhou'd come to Town (as his 
Letter had told her) but remove to ſome 
| Other place where he cou'd not be able to 
find her: He left her and went to Bed, {he 
allowing him no Liberties: beyond Kiſſes 
while he was Sober. 'The next Night he 
came home pretty merry, and made him- 
ſelf appear much farther gon than really 
he was; he preſs'd matters ſo far, chat there 
| | D b 2 being 
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196 The Gor DEN Sv. 
being a Bed in the Room he accompliſhyq 
his deſires, and the next day ask'd Pardon if 


he had done any thing amifs, ſince he cow'd 
remember nothing he did. 


This Method continued a while, but 


when he pretended to the like Favours when 


he was Sober, ſhe wou'd fly into a paſſion at 


his attempts on her Honour; fo reſolving to 
make the matter more eaſie he comes home 
in a woeful Condition in appearance, and 
the Lady believing it real, admitted him 
to her Embraces; but in the midſt of his 
Joy he ſaid to her, Madam, *tis now a folly 
any more to deny me, I am in poſſeſſion, 
and I am Sober, aſſurg your ſelf I was not 
ignorant of my Hæppineſs all this while, 


but cou'd no longer bear the thoughts that 


you ſhou'd give thoſe Favours to me when 
I was leaſt like a Man, and deny them when 


I knew how molt to take them; I therefore 


now claim you as my own, ſince purchasd 
by Stratagem as well as real Paſſion: She 
was too well pleas'd with what was tranſ⸗ 


acting to ſhew any Reſentment; and never 


after deny'd him what he ask'd, whether 
drunk or ſober. | 

But now another Letter comes from the 
Coachman her Husband, "That he wou'd be 
in Town the following Week. She promis'd 


him faithtully, not only not to admit him 


to her Bed, but even to her Sight, and to 


remove with him aſſoon as he cou'd get 


them another Lodging. The Doctor went 


Out 


2 = - = _—_— — 1 1 _— * 


eee r „ woo. ooo 


r T7 FF year” * & 


The CounTayY Jir.T, 197 


out in order the next day to provide her a 
new Lodging, but according to Cuſtom 
made it late before he came home; when 
enquiring for the Lady, he was told that 


the was in Bed with her Husband, who 


that very Evening was come out of the 
Country. The Doctor was in a Paſſion 
ſcarce to be reſtrain'd, againſt his Rival 
Coachman, and her fickle }ilting Lemper, 
which he concluded at laſt not worthy his 
Thoughts; ſo to Bed he went, and lying 
pretty long in the Morning, the Lady in 
her looſe Gown came to his Bedſide, threw 
her ſelf on the Bed with Tears in her Eyes, 
begg'd his Pardon, and proteſted that ſhe 
cou'd not help what was paſt, but that ſhe 
was ready to go with him wherever he 
pleas'd with all her Fortune. 

No Madam, replied he, you are only fit 
for the Husband you have choſen, who I 
doubt not will uſe you according to his 
ſenſe and Education; you have now Con- 
ſummated your Marriage, and have no 
longer any pretence to Separation, nor will 
I ſhare in a Guilt that can afford me no Plea- 
ſure; while you were mine, and as I believ'd 
only mine, I valu'd you above all the World; 
but when you have ſhewn your ſelf not 
proof againſt ſo contemptible a Wretch, you 
give a proot that your Soul and your Body 
are very ill match'd; and 1, Madam, u ho 
can never love the Body only without any 
Regard to the Beauty of the Mind, mult 
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from this moment ceaſe ever to think kind. 
ly of you. | 

She heard him with Tears, threw her 
Snowy Arms about him, with her ſelf on 
the Bed by him, nay, made ſuch Advances 
as were ſuſficient to unbend any Reſolution 
but his: But he ſtruggling from her Arms, 
got on his Cloaths,and left her ſighing on the 
Bed, whilſt he went out and got a new Lodg. 
ing, whither he removed that 270 Night, 
But afterwards, enquiring out of Curioſity 
after his Damaſelle, he heard that ſhe re- 
ceived her Husband that very Night to her 
Bed, and was never more Brisk and Jolly 
in all her Life: But that ſhe was reſolv'd 
not to keep all her Charms for the Coach- 
man, ſhe had then got three ſeveral Gallants, 
So concluding that ſhe was wretched e- 
nough, he never Curs'd her any more. 
My little Lows d' Or having ſaid this held 
his Tongue, when my Guinea thus gravely 
began. n 
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Ove, it is moſt true, is a Paſſion that 
Rules in every Man's Breaſt that is 

not a perfect Brute and Barbarian, yet not 
in all in the ſame degree. There is a oft . 
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diſquiet deſire of Pleaſuring whomfoever we 
end any ſatisfaction in, whether by Chance, 
their Merits, or our own Miſtake: And 
this cunningly inſinuates it felt fo into our 
Hearts, that we find our ſelves in Love before 
we have any Thoughts of the Meaſures of 
our Love. It wou'd be no difficult matter to 
baniſh this Paſſion in its firſt approaches, did 
it not ſooth thoſe whom it afflicts, with ſuch 
a Witchery of Pleaſure and Softneſs, as to 
make it ſeem a fort of inhuman Ferocity 
(eſpecially thoſe who never felt it before) 
to drive ſo gentle à delight from their 
Hearts. But if this Paſſion be rightly 
manag'd, there is nothing more noble and 
ſublime in the whole Nature of Things; 
for it not only heightens the Virtues the 
Lover is Maſter of, but even caſts an agree- 
able Vizor or Veil over his Vices. Ill there- 
fore do our formal Philoſophers, full of a 
ſevere Moroſeneſs, form to themſelves an 
enervate and filthy Image of Love, to raiſe 
their Averſion to ſo heavenly a Pafhon; 
lince in all human Affairs there is nothing 
more ſincere, provided its Flames are kept 
in juſt Limits, and be not ſuffer'd to burn 
thoſe things that are forbidden. But to 
make it appear, that this Fire of Love is 
not an Addition to a Breaſt worthy and fit 
for its Reception, but Born in it: Experi- 
ence ſhews us, that not only Youth and 
Men of Riper years, but even Boys have 
felt the Force of this Pathon. And Boys 
D d 4 and 
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and young Men being more free from the 
Incumbrances of the World, can leſs go- 
vern themſelves in this Affection; it is more 
anxious and ſolicitous in theirs than the 
Breaſt of Men more involv'd in Vears and 
Experience. This ſpurs up their Minds to 
things above the common ſtreſs of their 
years, and makes them aim at an Excellence 
they wou'd not elſe have thought of: An 
Example. will make the matter more plain. 


_ *** — __ 


THE 


Force of LOVE. 


Here was a Boy at School in a Coun- 
try Town, who loving his Play more 
than his Book, made but little progreſs in the 
Arts he came thither to learn. It happen d 
that a Lady of Quality came to the ſame 
Town with two of her Daughters ; who 
being a particular Acquaintance of the Pa- 
rents of this Boy, ſent for him to her Inn, 
there to entertain him in Honour of his 
Friends. When he was come, he firit be- 
gan to regard one of the two Daughters with 
a {ingular Admiration, then todwell on her 
Words, and at laſt in the firſt Interview to 
love her to extremity. 
This brought his rude and uncultivated 
Mind to have a ſenſe of ſome Cares; ſo the 
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the next day he went again to the place 
that he Was Conſcious of the Birth of his 
unknown Wound, and encreas'd his 1lIneſs 
by a longer Converſation. The next day 
the Lady purſued her Journey, and left the 
Stripling almoſt dead in the place; for he 
durſt not own the Malady for fear of his 
Relations, and of being made the ſport of 
the Boys his Schoolfellows. After a long 
debate within himſelf, he cou'd find no 
other way worth following, but a cloſe 
and diligent Application to his Studies, 
hoping by his progreſs in Learning to re- 
deem 15 paſt Lime, and render himſelf fo 
agreeable to his Parents, as to make them 
abe to deny him nothing; that when he 
had employ'd his Time from this Accident 
ſo well, he might get leave, as a Reward of 
his Diligence, to go to ſee the next City, 
where this Lady then lived with his Be- 
loved. This ſtrange Change of his Con- 
duct ſurpriz*'d both the Maſtefs and his 
fellow Schollars, who cou'd by no means 
gels at the Cauſe of it, that he that fo lit- 
tle a while ſince had a perfect Averſion to 
the {tudy of Letters, ſhou'd now ſurpaſs 
every Body in his Love and Application: 
For he got up in the Morning to his Book, 
while others were taking their Repoſe; nor 
wou'd ever be drawn to any diverſion, but 
by the Force of his Maſter's Commands. 
For that Force of Love, which had poſſeſsd 
the Boy, and begot this Diligence, miti- 
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ted the ſenſe of the Labour, and gaye the 
uſes a Charm to him which he. never 
knew before. But as it happens in { tender 
an Age, long Abſence had pretty well wore 
out that Rune 0D mw Preſence of the 

ing Lady had lighted in his unripe Boſom 
Ye Thirſt and Defire of — yet 3 
main d; and he made ſuch a wonderful Pro- 
greſs in Arts and Sciences, that the learned 
World was afterwards very much oblig'd to 
his Studies. 4 
Growing now up to a Youth, he had yet 
a mind to ſee the Lady to the Power of 
whoſe Charms he had ow'd fo conſiderable 
an Advantage, he made a Journey to the 
City of her Abode ; but coming thither he 
found that ſhe was the day before Married 
to another: So never vent”ring to ſee her, he 
return'd to his Studies, and made them ever 
after his Wife and his Miſtreſs. 
There are Ten Thouſand inſtances of the 
wonderful«effets of Love; but that which 
is the preſent ſubject of our diſcourſe, tho 
it go under that glorious Name, is far un- 
worthy of the Title, The Ancients indeed 
made two Yenas's, two Goddeſles of Love; 
one the Daughter of Fapiter and born in 


the Heavens, and therefore the ſource of all 


juſt Paſſions which are founded on Virtue; 
the other ſprung from the Froath of the Tur- 
bulent Sea, who is the Goddeſs of Luft, 
ſpeaking properly; who ſcatters about thoſe 
unlawiul, and thoſe waving and inconſtant 

Paſſions, 
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paſfions, that give abundance of Fatigue 
and Pain in the Enjoyment, and often Miſe- 
and Deſtruction in the Event. One isthe 
urce of the nobleſt * of Man, 
the other of the greateft Miſery and Pain. 
is true, that experience has thown me, 

that if Reaſon and good Sence is incapable 
of Reforming them, all Penal Laws and In- 
formers only add to the Evil, and harden 
thoſe in the Folly, who elſe might have been 
taught by one evil to avoid another. The 
Fatigues and the Conſequences of W horing 
are often a ſeverer Puniſhment for the 
Folly, than any Law did hitherto ever in- 
flict, nay, perhaps than is in the Power of 
any Legiſlators ever to invent; if horrible 
Diſeaſes, unpitied Poverty, and univerfal 
Contempt may be thought of that Nature. 
To ſee a Fool that has kept his Coach and 
Six, reduc'd to trudge about in a Thread 
bear Coat, Cobled Shoes, and a Pifsburat 
Wigg, for an Age together, and carry Let - 
ters for a Pot of Ale, tor being a Bubble to a 
Jilt, who never was true to him, nor wou'd 
give him one penny to keep him from ſtar- 
Ving. To fee another in the midſt of his 
Youth, decrepit as Age, full of Aches and 
Pains, Diſguſtful, nay, Loathſom Blotches, 
that bring Mortality it ſelf almoſt into Diſ- 
guſt; and this by a Company of Scandalous 
Drabs, who are as common as the Street he 
trod on; is a Puniſhment, I think, os no 
$ ee 
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on the fooliſh Tranſgreſſions this way. 

As I have obſervd Men of Quality im. 
pos d on in every thing, the Poetaſter paſſeth 
on them for a Poet; a Dawber for a Paint. 


er; a Scraper for a Muſician ; a Maſon for 


an Architect; ſo does a worn out Whore of 
the Town for a Citizens Wife or Daughter; 
and {he that has been common to his Valet 
de Chambre, goes down with him for a 
pure Virgin by the help of Alom andAddrek, 
There was a certain Noble Man in this Ci. 
ty, who being an extraordinary Husband 
in all things, was very parcimonious even 
in his Whoring ; he kept a Bawd whom he 
allow'd Twenty Pounds a year Salary, 
which was ill paid, to provide him Whores; 
and a French Surgeon whom he paid better, 
the better to Cure the ills the former pro- 
curd ; for he wou'd rather hazard his Bo- 
dy with a Drab of the Town, put on him by 
his Bawd for a Citizens Daughter, tho? he 
knew the Cheat, than venture his Money 
to procure wholeſom Food. But this is a 
Common Bite among the Quality who deal 
with Bawds, Drury-lane, furniſhing them 
with Citizens Wives and Daughters, of all 
Degrees and Complexians. 
Other Noble Lords are for ſingling out a 
bright Nymph of the Stage, or the Bar, and 
keeping her for his own uſe, while he 1s 
only at the expence of maintaining a Whore 


for the Publick. Tho? this were a migh- 
. | tier 


Law has yet, nor any but Nature inflicted 
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ter Mode ſome years ſince than now, yet 
it is now ſo common, that Drawers and 
Tapſters keep their W hores averſe to Mar- 
nage. They are never Faithful, have no 
regard to the Man that ſupports them, make 
him and his Fortune a Sacrifice to their Va- 
nity, Avarice, or Luft ; they act Love Hith- 
out Tenderneſs, a Man's hugging to his Bo- 


om a cleaving Miſchiet, inſtead of a ſoft and 
dear Companion. 


„ — 
— 


Kept MISS. 


here was a Merchant in the City of 
Landon, who dealt for a great deal of 
Money, and as he had a plentiful income by 
his Trade, ſo he was reſolv'd to employ part 
of it, in thoſe Pleaſures which were agree- 
able to his Age, which was under Thirt 
Years. Gaming wasa ſport he never muc 
car'd for, and Drinking, tho' it gave the en- 
joyment of a Friend at the ſame time, yet 
his Conſtitution did not ſeem made for that 
Delight ; Women were his chief Pleaſure, 
and yet afraid to Hazard his Health by li- 
ving on the Common, he reſolv'd to find 
out ſome agreeable Girl whom he might 
keep to himſelf, and ſpend his looſer Hours 
Within Enjoyment, that a deprav'd Appe- 
rits 
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ſon, and whoſe Air pleas d him extreamly: 


lue; and Celebrated the firſt Night's Enjoy- I 0 


as little as they had of Nature, were, how- 
ever ſo improv'd by Art, that the Merchant 
thought lumſelf the happieſt Man in (% 


| The GOLDEN Svy. 
tite cou'd not give him withhis Wiſe, thy 
every way more Accompliith'd than the 
Lady of Pleaſure which hechofſe. She wis 
Beautiful in her Perſon, and. Aﬀable in her 
Temper ; and had ſhe been any Man's ite 
but his own, there never had been a Woman 
thatcou'd have pleas'd him better; but ha. 
ving had her ſome years, he cou'd find ng 
more Charms in her. 

This Gentleman Walking in the Park, 
met a young Lady, whoſe Face, whoſe Per. 


He addreſs'd himſelf to her, and found her 
Diſcourſe as agreeable as her Appearance 
and perfectly compleated the Conqueſt of 
his Heart. He Walked with her to long, 
that he prevaiPd with her to wait on her 
Home, where, by her Art, ſhe fixt him to 
her Will, and he agreed to remove her from 
her Lodging and her preſent Gallant, who 
being an Officer in the Guards, cou'd not 
allow her to that extent which her Vanity 
deſired. The Merchant immediately took 
her very fine Lodgings, and on her coming I ! 
into them, preſented her with a Hundred I h 
Guinias, and a Diamond Ring of more va- I A 


Fg = 


ment with as much Pomp, as if it had been 
his Wedding Niglit to the fineſt and molt 
Virtuous Lady in Laadan. Her Careſſes 


ſtendom : 
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ſendom : Scarce a day paſs'd but he made 


her ſome preſent or other; and was ſuch a 
dot, to believe that his Love and Generoſity 
had _ engag*d her Inclinations. -He 
only wiſh'd that good fortune wow'd rid him 
of his preſent Wife, that ſhe might ſucceed 
to his Ligitimate Embrace; but alaſs ! a 
Whore has no Thoughts but of her Self, her 
own Interſt, or her Pleaſure; for when a 
Woman has once forſaken the Rules of Vir- 
tue, ſhe has nothing to retain her within a- 
ny Bounds. All her care was to keep the 
Thefts of Love from the Eyes of her Keeper, 
and ſecretly to divide his Spoils with the 
Scoundrel {he faneied. 

She never ſlipp'd any opportunity of his 
Fondneſs, without getting ſomething from 
him of value, either in Jewls or Money. 
The Miſs imagin'd it a prudent care to 
provide for her felf, if he ſhould Die or 
alter his Affections, which ſhe thought was 
impoſſible. She went to the Park and the 
Play, the Opera, and all the Reſorts of the 
Young and the Fair, nor wou'd ſhe deny 
her ſelf the ſatisfaction of the Embraces of 
any young Fellow ſhe lik*d, either at Home 
or Abroad, tho* her kind Keeper thought 
her conſtant to him, and that he only en- 
joy'd a Pleaſure which he paid fo very dear 
tor. At the Play She was mightily taken 
with one of the Actors; and rather than 
want her ſatisfaction, ſhe not only let him 
know her mind by the following ** 

ut 
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but ſent with it a Preſent to move his deg: 
of Gain. 


Oæ will not ſure be ſurpris d, that you ſhowy 
ſeem agreeable to a youns Laa), ſince 
doubtleſs you have found that b experience : 
that you never appear on the Stage but you Wound 
more in reality in the Boxes, than the Hero 501 
repreſent does, in the imaginary Field, A. ke 
1 muſt on my ſelf own of thoſe, who think yg. 
thing more agreeable. Tf you doubt the Truth if 
my Letter, meet mein Covent-Garden-Square, 
before Play time this Evening, and Ill conving 
you that I am no Hypocrite, when I profeſ's tha 
1 Love. Jours Amelia. 


The hour appointed is come, and ſhe ina 
Hackney Coach waits with impatience the 
coming of Noſcius, who never diſappoint- 
ing a Challenge of this Nature, was there 
waiting her coming; pleas'd with his rea- 
dineſs at the Aſſignation, ſhe beckned him 
to the Coach, which when he was enter'd, Ml | 
ſhe pull'd off her Mask, and drew up the W « 
Glaſſes; ſhe was too Pretty not to ſatisf s 
him with the Adventure, and too Willing not IM 1? 
to deny him any ſatisfaction he deſired, her a 
Wiſhes preventing ever his Attempts. Ac: o 
cording to the Mode of Covent Garden, le N a 
ſoon made the Coach conſcious of his Vi 1: 
gour, and gave her that delight, that ſhc 
was refolv*d to take him home to her Lodg- 


ing; but it being a Night when he Acted 
a Chit 
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1 Chief Part, the Hour was appointed 
when the Play was done. In the mean 
time ſhe went home to have all things in 
that order, as to ſeem more worthy his pur- 
ſuit, and to ſecure their Pleaſures from any 
interruption from her Keeper. She always 
took care to have a Maid exactly tutor'd to 
her Will, and therefore made her impru- 
dently her Confident. This Maid, when 
the Merchant came, told him, That ſhe 
had been ill all day, and that ſhe was gon 
to Bed in hopes of getting ſome Sleep that 
Night, and deſir d not to be diſturb'd till the 
Moraing. The good Man was mightily 
troubled for her Indiſpoſition, and valued 
her Health ſo much, that he immediately 
went away, charging the Servant to have a 
peculiar care of her Miſtreſs; and the more 
to encourage her, gave her half a Piece. 
The Keeper being thus eaſily put off, ſhe 
only expected her Gallant with impatience, 
and being in Bed for fear the Merchant 
ſhould have come up, ſhe was reſolv'd to re- 
ceive her Gallant in that place and manner: 
She had provided a neat Collation and rich 
Wine, Conſerve and other comfortable eat- 
ables. Roſcius who had conceav'd Mountains 
of his Lady, was punctual to his Word, ſcarce 
allowing himſelf time to ſhift himſelf. Phillis 
lay in her Bed with her Boſom negligently 
bare, cover'd only with a fine Holland Sheet; 
lor the Weather was very Warm: The 
ught was fo tempting, that tho ſhe was ta- 
| KS. king 
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king her Gown to get up, having told him 
the Reaſon of her being in that place, that 
the Maid had ſcarce time to withdraw, be- 
fore he threw himſelf into her willing Arms, 
and gave her an earneſt of what he promis d 
to do when in Bed. The firſt Scene of 
Lewdneſs being over, the Lovers got up, 


Madam only in her thin looſe Gown, and 


Roſcius in his Cloaths all unbutton'd, as he 
generally wore them in the heat of the 
Weather. A Cap and the poor Keeper's 
Gown was ſoon brought for the Gallant to 
put on, who {tripping himſelf to his Shirt 
to be on equal terms with the Lady, clapp'd 
on the Gown that was brought him, and 
ſate down to the Collation, and having 
eaten and drank to ſatiety, the Bawd retires, 
and the Lovers go to the encounter, which 
laſted almoſt till Morning, to the no {mal 
Scandal of the Houſe, and then departed 
highly fatisfy'd with his Intreague, of which 
he ſufficiently boaſted among his brethren, 
according to the worthy Cuſtom of the 
Gentlemen of that Family. The Maid 
was told of this irregularity by the Landla- 
dy; who, according to her deſire, acquaint- 


ed her Lady with it; which was ſo far from 


reforming her, or making her afraid of 
a diſcovery, that the firſt thing ſhe did, was 
to put her fond Keeper on taking a {mall 
Houſe for her, where ſhe might live more 
ſecurely in her Whoring. She had not bin 


long ſettled in her new Abode, but ſhe found 
| © ; out 
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out a new Lover ( for ſhe usꝰd to ſay, That 
aſter the firſt or ſecond engagement with a 
Man, the Pleaſures grew PalPd and Inſipid) 
and this was an under Dancing Maſterin the 
Houſe, A Fellow, all whoſe merit lay in his 
Heels, and that but very {lender too. Few of 
theſe Sparks, or Fidlersand Singers,have any 
are of Seſne and Underſtanding ſufficient to 
make them above Fools. However Monſieur 
Caper had jumpt fortunately into this Ladies 
Affections, which was not only agreeable 
to his Lewdneſs, but his Vanity, who ne- 
ver had an Aﬀair before with any Woman 
above an Orange-Wench. The ſame was 
his Treatment, and as Vigorous his Embra- 
ces; ſo that ſhe thought ſhe had chang'd no- 
thing but the Man, and that for the better. 
But this Coxcomb was more troubleſom 
than ſhe expected; for tho? he valu'd her as 
little as ſhe cou'd him, after the firſt heat of 
the Battle was over, yet he wou'd not quit 
her, in hopes of Food for his Body as well 
as his Vanity. The Letter ſhe fent him 
was ſhow*d to all the Houſe, and Roſcius at 
aſt had a ſight of it; He knew the Hand 
very well, but diſſembled his Knowledge, 
and plainly told Mr. Caper, That he would 
never believe it any thing but his own indite- 
ing to himſelf, or elſe from ſome Drury. lane 
Yrumpet, unleſs he brought him into her 
Company. That Caper readily agreed to, 
and finding at laſt that he cou'd not get her 
to a Tavern, he carries Roſcius directly to 
E e 2 | her 
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her Houſe; the Door being open'd, and 
without any Cerimony, lead him in with 
ſuch Aſſurance and Familiarity, as convinod 
him of what had paſt. Coming into the 
Parlour to her, Madam was Drinking her 


Chocolate, her Keeper as good Fate wou'd 


have it being juſt gone to the Change — 1 
dear Phillis, (aid Caper,) I have made boli 


to bring 4 dear Friend of mine to Drink a Dijh 


of Chocolate with you— Here Betty, drawme a 
Chair for the Gentleman Madam no 
ſooner ſaw Roſcius but ſhe ſtarted, and bluſh'd 
with a Scarlet dye. He made her a Boy, 
and addreſs'd himſelf to her in this Man- 
ner — And Madam, can you indeed fall j 
low, to admit ſuch aCreature as this to thiſ 


Arms which are only fit to incircle a God | Was 


I thrown aſide for this Animal, that has not 
ſence enough to know the Happixeſs he enjoys! 
Whether will you fall? what greater Wretch can 


you find out next for your Embraces ? But that 


1 can ao nothing to do you an injury, who hav 


given me fo much Pleaſure, I wou d let th: 


Gentleman your Friend know this great Rival: 
But that I will leave to his own Vanity, who hu 
taken care that ſo many ſbou'd ſee your Letter, 
that I doubt not but it will come ſoon to his Ears, 


f this ſbou d happen, Madam, and you be di- 


caraed, as you really deſerve, for paſt fawvour;, 
Pl get you in to be 4 waiter in the Houſe, ani 


there you will be a new Face, may get 4 new Cub, 
whom you may uſe a while like the Gentleman 


Jou have; but 1 fear it is not in your Tempe 


* 
* 


io male uſe. of yoar good fortune, and therefore 
46 your ill lack may be Infectious, from this time 
I ſhall never trouble you. Adieu moſt judicious 
Laay. 

With theſe words he left the Houſe, | but 
Caper ſtaid with her, and wou'd have preſfs'd 
her to grant him new Favours; but ſhe 
with an Aſſurance peculiar to her ſelf, not 
only retus'd him any more, but flatly de- 
ny'd that ſhe had ever ſeen him before, or 
had any thing to do with him. On his pro- 
ceeding to Rudeneſs, ſhe threatned him 
with a Reſentment of a Gentleman's Sword, 
who wou' d not ſee her abus'd. That qua- 
lined his Rage of Love, having a Mortal 
Antipathy to the fight of a Sword ; ſo chal- 
lenging the Maid as a Witneſs of his paſt 
Happineſs, he found her in the fame ſtory, 
and to convince them both of their Impu- 
dence, pull'd out her Letter, which being 
what ſhe deſir'd, ſhe ſnatch'd it away; he 
ſtruggling for it, the Maid and Miſtreſs fell 
both upon him, and with the Poker knock'd 
Poor Caper flat as a Flounder. As ſoon as 
he recover d himſelf he beg'd for Quarter 
which on theſe Conditions they admitted 
him to; That he ſhou'd do her that Juſtice 
to clear her Reputation to Roſcius, and own 
the Truth, That he never had ſeen her be- 
fore, but miſtook her for ſome other Wo- 
man. The Terms were harſh to a Man of 
his Vanity; but Fear prevaibd, and he pro- 
ms'd any thing to get out of the Hauſe, - 
Ee 3 He 
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+ He was no ſooner gone, but the R 
that Roſcius had expreſs'd, ſtuck on her 
mind, ſhe fancied it diſcover'd . ſomething 
of a value he retain'd for her Perſon, and 
that renew?d her deſire of a freſh Com- 
merce with him. The more ſhe thought 
of it, the more ſhe deſir'd it, and at laſt 
ſends her Female Mercury with this Letter 
to him : . 


| I Was: ſo farprizd < dear Roſcius ) to day 
1 


" : 


with the unaccountable Impudence of the 
ow that came with you to my Houſe, and the 
Reproaches that you wery unjuſtly then made me, 
that I coud: not tell what to ſay to jou; and 
your haſty departure left me no time for Vindi- 
cation: But coming to my ſelf, I ſuppoſe I ſaf- 
fietemtly parifh'd him for his Inſolence with « 
Lady whom he never ſaw before. I deſire but 
ane hour to convince you of the Truth of what 
I ſay, and then cenſure me as you find me In. 
nocent or Guilty, I find what I cou'd never 
have believ d, that I cannot bear yoar Reſent. 
ment; tho ] wou'd not have jou imagin it the 
effect of am Paſſion for you, but only to clear 
n ſelf of an Tmputation which ] ſcorn and 
r Tours Amelia. 


Roſcius knew not what to make of this 
Letter, but promiſes to meet her the next 
Night at the Park near Roſamond's Pond. 
In the mean while he went to find out Mon- 
ſieur Caper, to examin the matter a little 
ON 1.» cloſer ; 


\ 


2 4 
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cloſer; he found him in Chamber with his 
Head bound up, and his Eyes Black and 
Blue : How now Monſieur Caper, ſaid he, 
what difaſter befell you after I left you 
with ſo fine a Lady, in whoſe good Grace 
you had ſo conſiderable a Place? What did 
the Kind Keeper come and catch you in his 
Purleus, and give you a Remembrance of 
his Reſentment ? Come prithee unfold the: 
Myſtery. Damn the Bitch ( cried out the 
diſconſolate Monſieur ) this is a barbarous 
Nation, they have no reſpect to Art; to 
uſe a Forreigner at this abominable Rate? 
Why, Sir, afſoon as you were gon, ſhe not 
only refus'd the Favours ſhe had formerly 
granted, but denied that ſhe ever had ſeen 
me before; I-preſsd the matter more cloſe, 
ſhe fell a ſcratching my Face, the Maid 
coming to her aſſiſtance knock*'d me down 
with a Poker, and for fear of the Reſent- 
ment of my Anger, call'd in a Fellow to 
keep me in Awe, whom I promis'd todo her 
juſtice, as ſhe call'd it, and tell you, that I 
never had ſeen her before in my Lite; but 
Ipromis'd that only to fave my Life then in 
danger, but now I am got free, I will pub- 
liſh her in the Streets. Mortbleu, there never 
was ſo impudent a Whore in the World, I 
have lain with her Twenty times: Nay, 
you ſaw her own Letter (which {he has now 
got from me) and yet the Damn'd Jade 
denies ſhe ever ſaw me. 


Ee 4 » Roſcing 
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Roeſcius cou d not forbear laughing at the 
Monſieur's ill Fortune, and tho? he was 6. 


vent further Miſchief, 


and under her own Win 


but that it Was dangerous to her Fortune, 


tisſied that what he ſaid was true, yet ſince 
ſhe had made him ſuch a ſacrifice to him, 
he cou'd not but 7 her, and to pre- 

advis'd poor Caper to 
to ſit down with what he had, and hold his 
Tongue, both becauſe he cou*d not ſpeak of 


it without ſhame to himſelf, and even the 


hazard of his Life, ſince a Woman's Re- 
venge for an Offence of that Nature, ſeldom 


ſtops of this fide the Grave. The Monſieur | 


full of Pain, and ſtout at the Diſtance of 
future Danger, ſwore he wou'd have Bal- 
{ads made on her, and ſung about the Streets, 

OW. Roſc ius find - 
ing that all his perſuaſions were in vain, 


left him to conſult his Pillow, and the next 


Night met the Fair Wanton at Roſamond's 
Pond. Roſcias had no mind to make any 
doubts of her Proteſtations, ſo that what- 
ever ſhe ſaid faund the ſucceſs, that ſhe de- 
fir'd ; but he told her it was neceſſary, that 
ſhe ſhowd threaten the Monſieur a little 


more, ſince Fear wou'd cure his Vanity 
more, than any other Medicine whatſoever. 


She enquired his Lodging, reſolving to take 
his Advice. They ſpent ſome time in re- 
newing their Paſſion, and fo adjourn'd to 
the Tavern, where their uſual Freedoms paſt 
betwixt them, and ſhe told him that ſhe 
wou'd be glad to ſee him at her Houſe, 


lince 


— / a 


is had had might have done it; but walk- 


1 > 
* 
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face her Friend was of late grown very 
ſealous. She only made this Excuſe, be: 
cauſe her Indifference return'd: So parting 
rery kindly, ſhe ſet him down at his Lodg- 
ing, and went home to her own Houle, 
where the Cully was waiting her coming 
with impatience. She ſeem'd very Melan- 
cholly,he enquir'd theCauſe: Alas! ſaid ſhe, 
have been to ſee a dear Schoolfellow of mine 
who is dying, and whom I fear I ſhall ne- 
yer ſee more; I ſtaid thus long to ſee her 
depart this Life if I cou'd, but her Fate is 
kngthned perhaps to another day. She 
had always Tears at her Command, and 
then ſummoning them to her Aid ſhe let 
fall a Pearly Shoar, which ſtruck the tender 
Merchant to the Heart; for a Weeping 
Beauty has a ſtrange Power to move the 
Soul. He comforted her all he cou'd, and 
by the help of a Preſent he had brought 
her, and a Glaſs of right Burgundy, which 
he took care ſhe ſhou'd always have by her, 
her-Melancholly was recover'd, and no- 
thing but Joy and Pleaſure ſuceceded, till 
the Hour he was to go home ; never 1n all 
his dotage paſſing the whole Night with 
her, but having been in Bed till Twelve, 
One, or Two, he went home to his Wife, 
out of Civility to her Virtue, not Love to 
her Beauty, | | | | 
If any thing cou'd have given her a Mo- 
deration, or Caution, the ſeveral Eſcapes 


ing 
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_ Down: but yet riſing on his Chin, gave her 


tion time, heBeaw'd it with his Long Wigs 


Footman, or greater Scoundrel, if his Ap. 


for Youth ſeldom guards the Reputation of 
low being fond of being thought a Man, 


her ſelf, and him, as long as they both 


PFarting, he was reſolv'd to dogg her to her 


213 The Go DEN Ser. 
ing in the Temple Garden ſhe ſees a young 
brisk Fop, that with as much Impertinence, 
as Pertneſs, makes his Addreſſes to her: 
The Fellow was handſome enough in his 
Perſon, and being juſt in the Bloom, the 


a Reliſh of Youth which ſupplied all other 
defects. He was Clerk to a Lawyer of 
the Miadle-Temple, and it being now Vaca. 


and Sword: But had he been a Sharper, a 


pearance was clean, Madam never exa- 
min'd into the merits of his Birth, Honeſty, 
or Underſtanding. However ſhe thought 
him too young to be truſted with her Houſe, 


Ladies it has to do with, a very young Fel. 


diſcover their Intrigues to get that Repu- 
tation. So that the Italian's Advice is good 
to the Ladies, — Intrigue not with 4 Man 
under Thirty, ſince he will tell to be thought 4 
Man; nor paſt Forty, for he will tell to be 
thought not paſt one. For this Reaſon ſhe 
appointed to meet him 0 a Lady's of the 
Town, who was her Relation by Birth, as 
well as Occupation, and there ſhe gratified 


thought fit; when getting up, Dreſſing and 


Lodging, having been infinitely pleas'd 


with her Converfation. The next day le 
5% 4 | F Was 
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was there to enquire who liv'd in the 


e andaund-that only" a ſingle-Latly 
and her Maid liv'd there, with none of the 


choiceſt Reputation in the Neighbourhood: 


Tho? he was not very certain that this was 
the right Houſe, yet being a forward young 
Chick he was reſolv'd to knock at the Door, 
and try his good Fortune. By chance the 
Maid was gone out, and Madam went to 
the Door her ſelf, and was very much ſur- 


1 her laſt Nights Gallant had 


ollow'd-her fo cloſe; but having a read 


Wit ſhe Wink'd at him, and ſtopt his firſt 
Sally by ſaying, Sir, you have miſtaken the 


Houſe, we Let no Lodgings here; and 
ſoftly wiſper'd, ſhe wowd meet him at the 
ame place, her Friend being then with 
her. Which the. only did to get time to 
conſider how to get rid of ſo dangerous a 
Companion: But {he cou'd find no expedi- 
ent but a Promiſe to meet at the old place 
as often as he ſhouꝭd fend to her. This to 
her was an intollerable Yoak, and muſt be 
broke ſome way or other.. 

Her Relation had a very large Acquain- 
tance among the Pocky Siſterhood, and 
therefore on her defire cou'd provide her 


with a Lady that was capable of giving him 


ſuch a Remembrance that wou'd colt him 
me Months to get off: So making the 
young Spark pretty mellow, after the heat 
of his Love Was Over, he fell aſleep, and 
Ide getting from him let the other iupply 

her 
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her place, Being now refreſh'd by ſleep, he 


De GOLDEN SP. 


wakes, and renews the encounter in ſo vi. 

orous a manner, that in leſs than a Weck 
fe found he had reaſon to wiſh he had not 
been ſo eager for the continuation of an 
Amour for which he was like to pay ſo dear. 
However hoping it was but a ſmall Evil, 
and Buſineſs now in Term time keeping 
him ſo cloſe to his Desk, that he cou'd not 


take proper Medicines in time, let it alone 


tor three Weeks longer, when ev*ry day 
diſcover'd new ſymptoms of a more terrible 
diſaſter, he is confin'd to his Chambers du- 
ring the operation of three Months; in which 
Time the good Lady remov'd from her 


Houſe at the Court end of the Town into 


the City, and left no Track or Footſteps by 
which ſhe might be trac'd by the Spark ſhe 
had ſo ſeverely puniſh'd for his troubleſom 
Kindneſs. n 
Io recount all that ſhe had betray'd her 
Friend to wou'd be endleſs, ſince from the 
Knight to the Carman ſhe had tried all that 
ſhe fancied, it being her Maxim to deny 


her ſelf no Pleaſure that Health, Wealth, 
and Youth cou'd afford her. 


It was now the Fortune of the Merchant 
to have run out a little too much of his 
Caſh in a Merchandize that made no Re- 
turns; and while he was thinking what 
courſe to take, he had Letters from the In- 
dies of a near Relation who was dead, and 


had left him a very conſiderable Foren 
4 g ä IC 
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The better to ſecure it, he was advis'd b 
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his Friends, not only to go thither himſelf, 
but alſo to carry a Cargo with him that he 


might double before he return'd. He had 
no manner of muse to leave his good 


Wife behind him; but it went to his Soul. 
to think of parting with his Miſtreſs, He did 
all he cou'd to perſuade her to go with him; 


but ſhe declar'd that the very fight of the 


Sea was ſufficient to kill her, So leaving 
her a better ſupport than his Wife and Fa- 
mily, he ſet Sail, accompliſh'd his Voyage 
with ſucceſs, and in his Return home, ſtaid 
2 little while at the Iſle of St Hellena; there 
hemet with an old Acquaintance, who had 
been oblig'd lately to go thither as a Refuge 
from that ill fortune, which his own folly 


had brought upon him. Enquiring intothe 


matter, our Merchant found his Friend had 
there got a Place which afforded him and his 
Wite a happy ſupport. But my Friend ſaid 
he, why brought you your Wite with you, 
when your Fortune, as bad as it was, had 
left you ſo good an excuſe of leaving her be- 
hind you? I think the farther from my 
Wife the Happier, and if it were not for 
the moſt Charming of her Sex, a taking 
young Harlot, that I have kept for ſome 
Time, I wou'd never have return'd from 
the Indies; but ſhe is the prettieſt Innocent, 
Faithful Purtle that ever lov'd. 

His Friend firſt Lauglh'd at him, then 
fetch'd a Sigh from the bottom of his Heart: 


Alas! 
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Alas! my Friend, I wiſh you may never be 
convinc*d of your Error in the putting any 
Faith in the Proteſtations of a Harlot, as 1 
have been, you wou'd then to your Coſt 
find the difference betwixt a lawtul, faith- 
ful Wife, and the deſigning Careſſes of x 
* Whore, who values what {he gets of you, 
and not your ſelf: There is no Tye of In- 
tereſt betwixt you, and where there 1s not 
that, there can be no laſting Friend ſhip be- 
. twixt Man and Man, or Love betwixt Man 
and Woman. Your Wite's Intereſt is yours, 
ſhe is Happy or Miſerable as you Thrive or 
Loſe; Intereſt therefore fortifies her Love 
to take care to guard your Reputation and 
Subſtance, while it being quite: contrary in 
a Whore: It is her Buſineſs to get all from 
you that ſhe can, and the ſooner the Ruins 
you, the ſooner {he gains her bad ends, in 
caſting you oft for ſome one that has more 
of the ſmiles of blind Fortune. And then {he 
who Careſs'd and Wheedled you will not 
Know you, and if you ſpeak to her ſpit, at 
vou, and call you Sawcy Fellow. I am my 
ſelf proof of this very thing I aſſert; and in 
my Misfortunes met with ſeveral miſerable 
Objects ruin'd by the ſame Caulc. 


THE 


THE | 
Cully's Fate, 


OU know very well that T was a Man 
| - who got a great deal of Money, and 
might have left my Family a conſiderable 
Fortune, had it not been my ill Fate to 
have faln into the bewitching Company of 
that deteftable Creature to whom I at laſt 
ow'd my Ruin. The Plot was it ſeems 
laid for me by her former Gallant, who be- 
ing weary of her, and unable better to pro- 
vide for her, propos d to get me to ſee her, 
and doubted not by her Arts and my Folly 
to engage me in her Snares. He invited 
me to a Bottle and a Fowl, and to make 
the Cheer compleat, when I was a little 
warm with Wine, he, by my conſent, ſent 
for Sy. via; {he was not very young, having 
paſt her Thirtieth year; but by Art and 
tome Benefit of Nature, the Lights and o- 
ther Occurences, ſhe loſt at leaſt Ten years 


of her Age in my Opinion. 


She was of a middle ſize both for Stature 
and Bulk; her Hair Cole Black, her Eyes 
Hazle and Sparkling, her Skin Clear, her 
Lips Ruddy, her Noſe Aquiline ; ſhe ſung 
prettily, was Gay, good Humour'd and 
Airy, the wou'd not let Melancholly come 
into the place where ſhe was; at leaſt — 
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ſhe had ſecur'd the Fool ſhe deſign'd ſor 
her Gin. Theſe things took wonderful 
with me that Night, and I diſcover'd m 
liking ſo far, that my Friend (I ſpeak 7, 
ter the way of the Town, which calls an 
one Friend) took occaſion to withdraw; 
I made uſe of my Time, preſs'd matters 6 
cloſe that we agreed on the Point, I was to 
bring the Purchaſe with me the next day, 
and take poſſeſſion of what I had bought, 
Tam aſhanvd to tell what I gave her, ſo 
much was I beſotted on her, but I wiſh 
my Extravagance had ceas'd there; but 
- having once admitted me into her Arms, 
ſhe was reſolv'd never to part with me till 
ſhe had drain'd me of all my Money: The 
Park and the Play, Chelſea and all the Re- YN 1 
forts of Pleaſure muſt we frequent. I was r 
once with her at the Magpye at Chelſea, and 
up in a Chamber where there was a Bed, 
8 our Sports we drank a Bottle, and I 
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fung her a Song. One pair of Stairs there WW x 
was an Acquaintance of mine, who hearing n 
my Voice knew 1t, and fending his Name, v 
I invited him up with his Friend to my (] 
Room. Drinking about I began to ling a * 
Song, as I then us'd frequently to do; but 
ſays he Mr. —— your Voice is excellently 
Good, but like all Baſes, that are fo, | 
think it ſounds much better at a Diſtance; 
if that be all, ſaid I, I will go down to the 
bottom of the Stairs and try; the Voice in 


the Aſcent I believe will ſound very _ 
| { | 45 4 Ye 
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ably He embraced the motion, it being 
indeed what he deſign'd; I cou'd ſuſped 
nothing ſince there were two in the Room 
with her; yet her Impudence was ſuch, 
that whilſt I was Singing ſhe laid her ſelf 
on the Bed, and let my Acquaintance lie 
with her whilſt the other was in the Room. 
The miſchief was but juſt over as I had 
done my Song, and I thought I ſaw fome 
Confuſion in his Face tho' none at all in 
hers. I-proferr*d, on his praiſing my Voice 
at that diſtance, to go down a ſecond time, 
but he excus'd my former Trouble, and 
adjourn'd it to another Time, his Friend 
having refus'd to make uſe of the ſame 
Opportunity, as they afterwards told me, 
when the diſcovery cou'd be of no uſe, to 
me. | Fj. In 15 2344 
She had with her a Servant as good as 
her ſelf, who wou'd drink as much as her 
Miſtreſs, and that was a large Portion; 
and who having a Brother in Town, wou'd 
needs one day take her Miſtreſs to ſee him, 
which ſhe agreed to on this Condition, that 
ſhe ſhould paſs for her fellow Servant. $y/- 
via being thus dreſsd, goes with her Maid 
to an Ale-houſe, and ſends for the Brother 
of her Maid, who taking her for a Servant 
Wench was as free with her as he cou'd des 
lire, ſhegiving him all the encouragement he 
cou'd with; She Treated him there, then car- 
ried him to the Tavern, and from thence to 
her own Bed, where ſhe kept him betwixt 

Cos Ff Drunk- 
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Drunkenneſs and Luſt for three whole days; 


But then expecting me to Town, the Fel 
low was diſmifs'd ein ſhe wanted bim again 
to do her drudgery;” 

1 all this while ignorant of mY matter, 
concluded that 1 had as Re np Turtle as 
deer bild: Rut at laſt by my Dotage on 
Ber, Neglect of my Buſineſs, and ſome 
Ns ſdrtunes in Trade, I found my ſelf un. 


I Was forc'd to turn my ſelf over to the 
lens. Bench, Where T ſpent not only all! 
had my elf, but all that my poor Wife 1 
find Ang her Friends for my ſupport. I 
ſent to $ylv44 often in my diſtreſs, ſhe firſt 
denied me Civily, then Rudehy, and poſi- 
tively refus'd me Money enough to pay my 
g of the Priſon, when now I had made 
up my matters ſo far as to get my Liberty, 
to ſollieit ſome other means of maintaining 
my ſelf and my Family, ſufficiently con- 
vino d me of my former Error. However 
I once went to ſce her, to try if ſhe cou'd 
refuſe me a little of that Treature which had 
made her a conſiderable Fortune : But ſhe 
would not fee me, and plainly affronted me, 
which touch'd- the very Miniſter of her 
Lewdneſs, her Maid, to that degree, that 
the Vibe, f. me Five Guinea of her own 
ey. Fho*-'my Occaſions were great, 
151 Fwou'd not take ſuch a Summ from 2 
ervant, and ſo went my way. Then cou'd 


Lhear of all the Tricks: ſhe had play'd me, 
144 - a ng 
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able'to ſtand my Ground; ſo being Arreſted, 


-% — — 0 Ac Rds 1 _—— in... a th 


The Cur Tx FATE. 227 
no telling me one ſyllable of them be- 
* 25. 4 ſome — in their Excuſe, 
That when a Man is beſotted on a Woman, 
he is ſo far from being reform'd by a diſco- 
very of her Roguery, that he hates the 
Man that makes it. Pride perhaps is the 
Reaſon, which is aſham'd to let us own our 
ſelves in an Error, or enduring at leaſt to be 
caught in it by another, who by that may 
pretend to a greater ſhare in Wiſdom, than 
our ſelves. At laſt my Friends taking Com- 
paſſion more on my Wife and Children,than 
on me, got me this Place by her ſollicita- 
tioa, who wou'd not leave me in ſo hazar- 
dous a Voyage, but ventur'd her felf with 
me, and gives me a fort of happineſs I never 
experienc'd in the Arms of that Harlot. 

If you think you have got ſuch a Treaſure 


in yours, make one Experiment which will 


juſtify or condemn your Conduct to her, 
and to your Wife. As ſoon as you come to 
England, and made your Way to London, 
go to your Miſtreſs, and pretend that you 
are Caſt away, have loſt all your Fortune, 
and only have what you leit in her Hands 
to begin the World with; then fee how ſhe 
will receive you. Do the ſame to your Wife, 
and then diſcover the difference betwixt 

Vice and Virtue. | 
When the Merchant's Friend had done, 
the Merchant was fo touch'd with his Mif- 
fortunes, he was reſolv'd to take his Advice, 
and promis'd him if he found the Benefit 
Ff 2 of 
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of it in the Tryal, he would take his eldeſt 
Son Prentice without any Money. 


The Continuation of the Kept Miſes 


HE Wind ſitting Fair the Merchant 
7 arriv'd ſafely at Plimouth, where 
taking Poſt immediately, he got ſafe to 
Town, and dreſſing himſelf at a Friend's 
Houſe who was to ſecond his pretended 
Misfortunes, both to his Miſtreſs and his 
Wife, he went directly to the former; who 
had given her ſelf over to all manner of 
Lewdneſs in his Abſence, and had not much 
left beſides the Jewels he had given her, 
which were in Pawn, and about Fifty pie- 
ces of old Gold, and Two hundred Pounds 
in current Money. 

She was at firſt overjoy'd to ſee him; but 
when he had told her a moſt diſmal ſtory 
of his Misfortunes, and what Treaſures he 
had loſt, and deſir'd her to aſſiſt him in his 
neceſſity, which her welcom Tranſports at 
his Arrival perſuaded him, that he had rea- 
ſon to expect; ſhe grew very cold, told 
him that ſhe was unprovided of Money, 
that the Neceſſities of her Friends had 
drain'd her of her Money, but that if lic 
wou'd call on her the next day, ſhe woud 

try her utmoſt to ſerve him; fo ſhe diſ- 
miſs d him, and ſent immediately to the 
Merchant his Friend who us'd to pay her lus 


Allowance in his Abſence, and of which 
| there 
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there was now a quarter due: He ſent her 
Word (as he had bin directed by the Mer- 
chant) that truly he cou'd pay her no 
more, having already made greater diſ- 
burſements for him than he fear d he ſhou'd 
ever be pay'd, ſince he was come back ſo 
needy a Bankrupt from his Voyage, that 
he had not Cloaths to his Back fit to appear 
among Gentlemen. 

The Jilt having heard this Story from 
another , concluded that what the Mer- 
chant had ſaid to her was not a meer Tryal 


of her Love, as ſhe had before imagin'd, and 


therefore had her Anſwer ready for him the 
next day. | 


ln the mean time he took his Friend with 


him to his Wife, and made him go before 
to introduce the matter to her by way of 
precaution, which having done in the moſt 
lamentable Words he cou'd think of, But 
where is my poor unfortunate ( faid his 
Wife) *tis well that I have not loſt him 
too; I value not his Goods if he but ſur- 
vive: He is' my dearer Part, Where is he? 
Let me fee him. Upon this coming in, 
the run into his Arms, and embrac'd him 
tor near a Quarter of an Hour, ſmothering 
him almoſt with Kiſſes and Tears of Joy---- 
Ah! my Love, faid ſhe, do I hold thee in 
my Arms! have I got thee fate from the 
Rocks and Seas! Trouble not thy ſelf at 
the loſs, we muſt ſubmit to Providence 
which orders all thiogs for the beſt, at leaſt 
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for me — for none will Rival me in 2 
broken Fortune, I ſhall have thee all to 
my felt. Upbraid me not, faid he, my 
dear Wife in my Misfortunes — far be it 
from me faid ſhe ; I ſhou'd not deſerve thy 
Love if ever I did But I have fav'd 
ſomething out of my Allowance ſince I have 
been thy Wife, which will do more than 
Cheriſh thee, tho' it be got by my good 
Houſewifery tis thy Money, thou canſt im- 


prove it for the good of thy Family: A Thou- 


ſand Pounds, beſides my Rings and the few 
Jewels my Mother left me, takeall and be eaſie. 
The Merchant unable to hear ſo much 
unmerited Love from a Wife whom he ne- 
ver had valued, as ſhe diſcover'd, was quite 
confounded and aſham'd — Why all this 
Goodneſs to me, ſaid he, my Dear, my in- 
jur'd Wife! Thou knoweſt I have wrong'd 
_ thee, gon aſtray after forraign Charms, and 
was. blind to thoſe Beauties of Mind and 
Perſon, of which in thee T was the happy 
Maſter 
udge of thy Actions aſſured ſhe. All that 
am is thine by Right, and I ſurrender it 
to thee, hoping at leait that thou wilt own 
that I have been a good Steward, and that 
Praiſe from thy Mouth is my Reward 
No more I conjure thee ( interrupted the 
Merchant ) I am not able to ſupport thy 
Goodneſs; but I will make thee amends 
all my Lite to come. Know then that this 


Story of my Misfortunes was only a pre- 
2 | tence 


I know no Crime, I am not a 
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tence to try thy Goodneſs, and that Wo- 
mans Villainy Who has too long miſled me 
from my Duty, and whoſe Enchantment is 
now at an end, and I to morrow will give 
à Proof of my Repentance in her Puniſh- 
meat. 3 | 300% 
This moving Scene being over, the Mer- 
chant with his Friend paſt the day witli his 
Wife and Family in Joy, and celebrated 
that Night as if it had been the firſt of 
their Marriage, as it was like to be the 
moſt happy of their Liſ e. 
The next day in his old Cloaths he came 
to his Miſtreſs, but ſhe cou'd not be ſpoken 
with; with much ado he gain'd admit- 
tance, but not one good Look. She told 
him ſhe wonder'd at his Aſſurance to apply 
himſelf to her for his Money again, after 
the had wore out her Youth and her Beauty 
with him: That truly ſhe muſt firſt take 
care of her ſelf, and if the thought he wow'd 
ever trouble her any more, ſhe wou'd not 
be long in his knowledge. He begg'd, he 
pray'd, reproach'd her, but nothing wou'd 
do; when in comes the Merchant his Friend 
to ſpeak for him, but that was as fruitleſs; 
till at laſt, ſays his Friend to the Merchant, 
I havein my Hands the means of your Re- 
venge, by breaking your Order, for I have 
let her have no Money ſince you have been 
on but whit ſhe has given me her Notes for; 
0 that if ſhe do not immediately pay that 
down, I have the Officers without to exe- 
Ft 4 CUtC 
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cute a Writ upon her. This Houſe is taken 
in your Name, and the Goods I x now you 
paid for, I ſhall likewiſe ſeize on them for 
your uſe. Come Madam, Four Hundred 
Pounds you have had of me on Notes un- 
der your Hand, it you have not Money, 
your Jewels will do; for immediate ſatiſ- 
faction will I have, or you ſhall be treated 
with the utmoſt Ignominy. 1 
Her Paſſion can't be well expreſs d, but 
oblig*d to comply, ſhe produc'd her 200 l. 
and 50 pieces of old Gold, aſſuring them 
that her Jewels were in Pawn ; fo on her 
giving them a Note to the Perſon that had 
them, they gave her up her Notes. Well 
ſaid the Merchant, tho? your barbarous 
Treatment of me deſerves no Compaſſion, 
yet I will do ſomething for you becauſe you 
once pleas'd me: The 200 J. is yours, and 
your Wearing Cloaths; whatever elſe of 
Jewels and Furniture is here, or in Pawn, 
hall be given to my Wife, who, tho? in- 
jur'd for thy ſake, Treated me with Ten- 
derneſs and Generoſity, ſav'd a great deal 
out of ſo ſmall an Allowance, when thou 
haſt ſquander'd all away on Vice and Folly. 
To thy — Confuſion know that my 
pretended Misfortunes are only to try thee, 


- and that I'bring home with me upward ol 
70000 J. 5 
The Miſs in Confuſion, with her Servant 
in Iniquity, is rurn'd out of Door, the Goods 
and Jewels redeem'd and given to his * 
| | an 
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and he for ever averſe to bad Women, ha- 
ving learnt too late, that their Smiles and 
Charms were like the Harmony of the Sy- 
rens, that — nothing but deſtruction. 
When this Change in the Merchant was 
known to his Friends, he was ſoon told of 
all her Tricks and W horedoms, which {till 


confirm'd him in his Contempt of ſuch 


Creatures, and fatisfied him that ſhe wou'd 
revenge him on her ſelf by her own Lew d- 
neſs and Folly. HAN | | 
Near Golden-Square there liv'd a Lady of 
this Kind much celebrated for her Beauty, 
but more remarkable tor her Pride and Lux- 
ury. She was a pedling Grocer's Daughter in 
St. — Pariſh: Nature had given her a 
Perſon extreamly Charming, and that conſi- 
dering the Men ſhe had to do with, paſs d 
for Wit and Truth, and every thing elſe, of 
real Value; for among her Cullies ihe had a 
kind of a Party Bully, an old formal Cour- 
tier, a Country Member of Parliament, a 
worn out Beau, and a City Gamefter, be- 
ſides any other who wou'd pay her Price. 
She ſo far forgot that ſhe ſprung from a 
Mechanick, that ſhe was perpetually rail- 
ing at them as a contemptible part of the 
Vulgar: When Green Peaſe were at Fifteen 
Shillings a little Plate full, ſhe complain'd 
they were too old for her, and fit only for 
the Yulgar ; equally extravagant in all o- 
ther things, ſhe never ſpar'd her Cully's 
Pocket, The State Bully was ſoon "—_ of 
er; 
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her; then the Country Senator took hig 
Place; but ſhe being entirely Mercenary, 
having a fairer offer from the old Courtier, 
receiv d him as Commander in chief of her 
Fort; yet in private met her Member of 
Parliament at her Siſters, a venerable Bawds 
not far diſtant from her : For ſhe wou'd not 
loſe the Benefit that might be made of any 
Coxcomb, that wou'd {hare her with ano- 
ther. By ſeveral of theſe ſhe had two or 
three Boys, and as they run ahout her Houſe 
ſhe calls them, as Beaux do their Wiggs, by 
the -Names of thoſe that made them ; 1 


does ſhe her Children by their Names whom 
ſhe thinks did beget them. She was a pro- 
feſs d Enemy to good Senſe and Generolity, 
uling ta ſay, Men of Wit, and Generoſity, 
were always poor wretched Fellows; al- 
ways Beggars. Tho' her other Gallants 
wou'd admit of Rivals in her Favours, the 
old Courtier wou'd not ſuffer it; fo that all 
her Intriguing with the Reſt was done in 
Private, and each had their particular Hours 
and Days of Happineſs appointed, at the 
Houſe ſhe had taken for her Siſter to that 
end. But the Lady cou'd not Dance fo nice- 
ly in a Net, but that ſome Spies on her 
Actions, who watch'd to do her a Kindneſs, 
gave the old Courtier Notice of her abuling 
him with more than one, and let him know 
the very Place of their Rendezvous, But 
too much infatuated, at firſt he gave no 


Ear to the Information, till afterwards a .” 
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of ſealouſie ſucceeding, he plac'd ſuch Spies 


as {hou'd be ſure to ring him certain In- 
: - ound _ he was 

ade the Property to ſupport her Vanity 
— Grandeur, While — the Prize 
on much eafier Terms. So coming to the 
Lady's Siſter's when ſhe wasactually in Bed 
with her Senator, he forc'd his way up Stairs, 
and found Madam juſt Riſing, and the 
Spark eſcap'd into the Cloſſet ; ſhe wou'd 
ſoon have perſwaded him that being late at 
her Siſter's the laſt Night, ſhe was tarc'd to 
lie there, and not {leeping-well, ſhe lay in 
Bed fo late to recover her ſleep: But the 
Courtier was not to be impos'd on, and 
taking his leave of her, never ſaw her more. 
The chiet Cully having thus forſaken her, 
half the Bait to their Amours was taken 
away, and her Lovers dropt oft one after 
another, till ſhe was left to her own For- 
tune to provide freſh Gallants, which ſhe 
did, till her Face was ſo common that none 
of the Grand Guſto wou'd have any thing 
to do with her; then ſhe fell to filthy Me- 
chanicks, who had been ſo much her Aver- 
on; from thence to Porters and Footmen, 
When plying in the Streets the godly Re- 
formers prets'd her for Bridemell, in which 
worthy Colledge the compleated her Cha- 
racter and Knowledge fo far as to be a con- 
firm'd Whore, and Pick-pocket; by one 
lhe got the Pox, and by the other the Gal- 


lows, which was the Noble end of this He- 
| roick 


„* 236 N The 8 OL D E N Sp Y. 


% 


roick Lady, who was endued with all the 
extreameſt Qualities of the moſt abandon'q 
Whores. A ON 

I cou'd tell you of other ſorts of Whores, 
who breath nothing but Piety, go to 
Church every S«xaay, and to the Sacrament 
every Month, and at Night to Bed to their 
Gallants, with as little ſcruple, as if For. 
nication were no more a Sin, than eating of 


- Syllabub: But this is a Diſcourſe proper for 


another Head, with which I will to mor- 
row Night entertain you if you think fit; 
that is, The Godly of our Nation, and the 
Pious Reformers. | | 

I cou'd likewile tell you of the abandon'd 
Male Whores, but theſe are not fit to be 
mention'd tho* too common, and viſible; 
and of your Scoundrel Stallions, who, like 
Mercenary Whores, fell the pleaſures of 
Love. ' Nay, they are a Vermin ten times 
more pernicious ; becauſe it is ten times 
more in their Power to do Miſchief: Theſe 


Fellows, generally of the Hibernian Nation, 


who appearing like Gentlemen of Figure 


and Eſtates, are admitted to your Houſes 


as Friends; by this means they get Acceſs to 


your Wives, and the opportunity of Corrupt- 


ing them; whom they make pay for their 
Folly, while the Husband that had admit: 
ted this Fellow as a Gentleman, pays for 
the maintaining the Port and Appearance 
to which he ows his Diſhonour. Of theſe, 


as of Whores, there are different Kinds; 
{ome 
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{me Lew'd or Rakhelly, others Grave and 
Formal; the latter are the more danger- 
ous, with the Ladies who value their Repu- 
tation, tho? they wou'd enjoy the Pleaſure. 
For on their Gravity they promiſe Caution 
and Secrecy; for there are Ladies fond e- 
nough of - a private Amour, who will not 
truſt their Fame to a Man that has no re- 


gard to his own; while they thinking it ſe- 
cure.in the Hands of one of theſe Grave * 


Stallions, they ſtretch their Purſes to oblige 
him. Theſe are more inexcuſable than 
Whores, becauſe they ſeek out and tempt 
thoſe they Ruin, Whores are ſaught to; 
Theſe are Men, and while there are Wars 
in the World ought not to quit the Encoun- 
ters of Mars for thoſe of Venus: Beſides, 
Women have not all the Opportunities and 
Means of employing themſelves, and living 
handſomly by their Induſtry; a Man may 


always put himſelf forward in one Poſt or 


another. The Whores have nothing to do 
with Corrupting of Families; but theſe 
Stallions invade other Mens Rights, and 
put their own Spurious Ifſue in the Room 
of the Right Heir of the Family. In ſhort, 
inſtead of our Reformers falling on the poor 
Whores who take up with Half-a-Crown, 
they ſhow'd ſearch into theſe Scoundrels, that 


Revenge the Whores Quarrel on their Wives 


and Daughters. 
J cou'd give you ſome Inſtances of the 
Villainy of theſe ſort of Creatures, which 
| con- 
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contain the higheſt Treachery, and the 
reateſt Ingratitude: But the Night is ſo 

waſted, that 1 fear you are now 
quite tired with my tedious Diſcourſe, 
However this Uſe you may make of 
the Diſcoveries we have given you of 
this Kind, to fix in your Mind, That 
there is no Whore in the World, how play. 
fible ſoever ſhe may ſeem, how dear, pro- 
teſting and loving; that cares one Farthing 
for any Man by whom ſhe has any Bene- 
fit, or to whom {he owes any Gratitude. 
Tis true, few of the moſt profligate Whores 
there are, who has not ſome beloved Scoun- 
drel, on whom ſhe ſquanders what ſhe has 
got by her Cully. You ſee the Nature of 
11 the Trade in theſe few Inſtances we have 
given you; ſo that if you are after this 
miſled by their falſe Charms, and falfer 

Proteſtations, you are without excuſe. 
My Zealous Guinea here putting an end 
to his Diſcourſe, with thanks to the Golden 
Spies, I turn'd my ſelf to my Reſt; which 
in a little Time I found coming on me molt 
agreeably. 


CITE 


THE 
_ Fifth Nights Entertainment, 


The Govpry and REFORMERS, 


had made by my Golden Spies, that I 
retird home with pleaſure every Even- 
ing betimes; but this Day had pro- 
ducd other Buſineſs, that took me up ſome 
time after it was dark: For as I Was re- 
turning home, I was ſent for into the 
Neighbourhood by a Friend, to Bayl a 
young Lady that was taken up by the Re- 
forming Conſtables, as ſhe was leading 
home to her Father's Houſe by a Relation. 
When I came, I found the poor Lady all 
in Tears, and the Gentleman, who had ſent 
for me, a little in Drink, and Swearing at 
the Rogues of Reformers. The Conſtable 
was a Zealot, and took notice of all his 
Oaths, and Swore before the Juſtice that he 
had Swore about Two Hundred; for which 
he was oblig'd to pay. I endeavour'd to 
mitigate the Matter with the Conſtable, 
and Wheedle him very ſmoothly, to 9 
; | wit 


] Was fo pleas'd with the Diſcoveries 1 


: 
N EI SL : - on Bon : s X 
1 E . 4 . "P'S 
He” PF EC A 
* LY . . — _ wi 4 
— 2 * 2 © +. 8 SH — 2 — — — —— — 8 
= om» r | | =_ - 


5 * Po * 
* 9 
* 
4 


Cana. The GOLDEN SPF. | 

with him to ſtay till Juſtice ag 

come home, whowas an honeſt Gentleman 

and had heen out at his Bottle till it Was 

now paſt Ten a Clock when News was 
brought that hewas come home. By 

Fortune the Juſtice knew both the Geatle. 

| man and the young Lady, ſo diſmiſsd them, 

and gave the Conſtable a very ſevere Re. 

C primand; which made him go out mutter. 

1ng ro himſelf, that he wou'd bring no more 

Griſt to his Mill. IF 

The Juſtices Coach was yet at the Door, 

© which being ſtopp d, the Lady was ſent home 

in it for fear of any freſh diſaſter of that 

Nature; and the Juſtice {topping us to _ 

one ſolitary. Bottle till the Return of the 

Coach, I began to enquire what he thought 

of theſe Reformers? | } 

; Why truly (ſaid he) Iam of the Opini. 

on of a. Learned and Worthy Judge, who 

zs the Honour of the Bench where he pre- 

ſides; who when the Fellows went about 

to get People of Faſhion to ſubſcribe to be 

of their precious Society of Reformation of 

— Manners, told them with an honeſt Heat, 

That he did not find this Age any Wickeder 

than the laſt; and ſinc ethat did well enough 

without Reformers, he cou'd ſee no occa- 

ſion for them now, nor wou'd he ſet his 

Hand to their Paper. Tho' this Noble 

Judge refus'd it, yet the Jeſt on it is, they 

went to the Perſons the moſt remarkable tor 

their frequent and profeſs d Gallantry to the 


Fair, 
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Fair, who willingly ſubſcrib'd to be of a So- 
ciety, Which pretended to direct their dili- 
gence againſt the very Frailty for Which they 
had the greateſt Inclination. But this indeed 
muſt be ſaid for ſome of the great Ones in this 
particular, they ſubſcrib'd for the ſuppreſſing 
of poor W hores, not of thoſe who were Rich; 
of them who got bur little by playing the 
Whore, not of thoſe who got a great Deal. 
The Project indeed was calculated for great- 
er Deſigns than every one is aware of, no 
leſs than the ſubverſion, as ſome pretend 
to tell you, of the Church and State ; at 
leaſt it is fo far plain, that had People come 
in as was expected, and had it been coun- 
tenanc'd ſo much by the Men in Power, 
as the Projectors deſign'd, it would, in a lit- 
tle time, have brought every thing under its 
Power, and have prov'd as villainous as the 
Inquiſition of Spain or Rome. But ſome wiſe 
Men found out the Aim of it, and ſo left it 
to languiſh in the Hands of Beedles, Head- 
boroughs, and hired Conſtables; and ſome 
needy or buſie Juſtices of the Peace, who 
either have nothing, or but little elſe to de- 
pend on, but their Commiſſion, encourage 
theſe Informing Raſcals, who bring Griſt 
to their Mill, and nothing elſe has kept them 
up ſo long. But concluded the Juſtice, God be 


praiſed, I have an Eſtate of my own indepen- 


dent of any ſuch Roguiſh ways of Support 
lo that I dare YE the Inſolence of Ges 
tables, and do an honeſt Gentleman a piece 


Gg of 


Gore 
3 of Service by Chance; as I have you now 
and your Couſin, tho' I mult tell you, that 
it was much that the Conſtable could be 
perſuaded to come before me. | 
The Coach by this time being come, the 
Juſtice oblig'd us to take it home, and the 
Night being ſomewhat dark, and the Watch 
very troubleſome , we were glad of the 
Offer. h 
I was vext to have been kept ſo lo 
from my dear Golden Spies, and long'd to 
hear what Diſcoveries they had made of 
4 Things of this Nature, which carries the Awe 
* of a Religous Pretence: As ſoon as I came 
uome 1 haſten'd to my Chamber, and un- 
dreſſing my ſelf with ſpeed, I laid me down in 
my Bed, and thus addreſs'd my ſelf to my 
. Guinea, — I ſuppoſe, you Forraign Pieces 
= have known but little of what I now en- 
=  _. quire about, and therefore I apply my ſelfto 
| my Britiſh Piece, to let me know what Diſ- 
coveries he has made amongſt the Refor- 
mers; my Reaſon, of Enquiry I told, by a 
1 Relation of what had kept me ſo long from 
= their Company. | 
1 I confeſs, (ſaid the Roman Crown) Re- 
4 formation of any thing is what we are not 
4 very fond of in the City and Court 
= Rome; leaſt if we ſhould give way to it un- 
| der any Pretence, it ſhould get a Head, and 
Caurtail the Gown: Yet by the little I 
SE have ſeen, I muſt needs fay, I think the 
[ Method we take in the Cities of 1raly, ſeems 
: more 
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more reaſonable, and more likely to re- 
t form Offenders, than that which is taken in 

this Place. Firſt I take it for granted, that 

it is not in the Power of Man, nor in all 
© che Diligence of Magiſtrates, to put an end 
e to Whoring, to keep Men Chaſte, and with- 
n the Bounds of what is Lawful,and Religi- 
e ous; cou'd that indeed be done, there wou'd 

be ſome ground for all this Stir. But till 
vou Reformers can make a new Nature, 
they labour in vainat a Thing, that the 
| © Corruption of Mankind can never ſuffer to 
be aboliſh'd. Your Severity is ſhown a- A 
gainſt the poot Traders in Fornication, not _ 
againſt ſuch as being private Whores, Cucx- 7 
old their Husbands, and induce a ſpurious a 
Iſſue into his Family for Negligence, where- | 
ever the Injury 1s greateſt, there mnft be 
the greateſt Offence. Now when you pay t 
your Woman her Price, you do no jniury to - 
any but your ſelf: But when you make a | | 
Cuckold of a Man, you injure him, and = | 
all his Family; if you deboach his Daugh- . 
ter, you bring her to Ruine; but the Son —_— | 
with the Trader, far lefs injurious, and s | 
by Conſequence far leſs Criminal. But if 1 
you ſuppreſs the Traders in Fornication in BB | 
General, or moleſt them too much in their Sl 
Occupation, you leſſen their Trade or de- 1 
[troy it, and turn all thoſe who will be = 
Whoremaſters into Adulterers, which as L 1 
take it, is out of the frying Pan into the Fire. 
Now the ſage Wiſdom of the Talians con- 

Gg 2 ſidering, 
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",, * fdering, that humane Nature was not to be 
alter d by Humane Laws, contriv'd Laws at 

leaſt that ſhould aim at a Reparation of thoſe 
Detects, by a true Repentance. The Wo. 
men therefore that deal in that way are 
confin'd to a certain part of the Town, pay 15 
g the State a ſmall Tax, and are protected 
YL and righted in their Gains: But then they 
Bp are oblig d all to be at Church, or at leaſt I ., 
JH are at a Place aſſign'd to that Office, and to : 


hear a Sermon againſt the vicious Courſe to n 
which they have devoted themſelves. Now I .. 
this I take to be more the Rationale of the W 


» Matter, than the hunting of W hores out R 
of their Burroughs, with reforming Tiez- 
ers, to throw them into an abandon'd Goal, lte 
where they learn only to be more harden'd FF gh 
in their Iniquity. 

For my part, I ſpeak as a fair Stander-by 
betwixt the Difference of Religion among 
them, for they are no more to me than a I ge 

3 Pancake, for 1 have no more a Soul to be th 

13 ſaved by the one, than a Stomach to feed by 

the other; but you ſeem to carry things too I y 

far, and reject things purely becauſe in uſc th 

with the Papiſts, without examining whe- I N 

ther juſt or reaſonable, or not. Thus you 
reject the Uſe of the Gregorian Regulation of I th 

the Year, becauſe he was a Pope who ſet it a 

Foot; tho? it is manifeſt to a Child, that it I 

is much more perfect than that of Julius 

 - Ceſar, who if not a Pope, was a Heathen tu 
» _Uilurper. | f 
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I confeſs (aſſum'd the Guinea, finding that 
the ſtrange piece had done) that I can- 
not in my own Reaſon find any ground to 
uarrel with what the Roman Crown has 
poken; for indeed, all that our Reformers 
have done, has been of young Whores to 
make old ones; of Baſhful Whores, to 
make Impudent Strumpets; confirming 
them by a Bridemell Diſcipline in thoſe Vices, 
in which they were before only newly ini- 
tiated. But then we muſt conlider that we 
are generally hurried away more by meer 
Words than Things ; to attempt the fame 
Regulation in this Country, wou'd be to 
make the Cater; cry out, that we were e- 
ſtabliſning Wickedneſs by a Law, tho? it be 
the only way in the World that can give the 
leaſt Proſpect of leſſening a Vice, that can 
never be enrirely rooted out. t 
But this is not all, thoſe Hands which are 
ſet to the Plow in this Sham Reformation, are 
the molt Wicked the Nation can produce; 
Fellows that take Bribes to {ſlip over a 
Whores Lodging, and will Swear in ano- 
ther that he knows nothing of but her 
Name. The ſame happens in their ſwear- 
ing about Oaths: In a Tavern with them 
the other Night, one of theſe Informers, 
with a Friend or 'T'wo: The Fellow was 
Drunk, yet Zealous in his Driak, and In- 
tent on his Buſineſs, he fancied that the 
two in his Company ſwore; they believing 
him in Jeſt laugh at the Frolick, and bid 
Gg 3 him 
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Maſter of the Houſe coming in, he ſpake to 
him about three Words and paſs'd on about 
his Bufineſs, the Company bantering him 
on, bids him ſet the Maſter of the Houſe 
Fifty Oaths,theDrunken Informer does what 
he is bid; but the next day goes before x 
Magiſtrate Sober, and Swears all he found in 
his Book, tho* he made the Maſter of the 


- Houſe guilty of ſix times the Oaths that he 


ſpoke Words. 


gut let us look into the Men that are em. 
ploy'd: Among the Reſt there is a Presbyte- 


rian N and Tally-man, who lives by 
ſelling the Whores Rigging of all forts on 


Extortion, a Man likely to be puſh'd on by 

a Pious Zeal for Religion: Another is 1 
broken Shoemaker, who, unable to live by 
his Trade, through Idleneſs, ſets up for an 
Informer at the Sala ry of fo much a Week, 

; and what Perquiſites he can get from the 


depending Whores: A Third is a Bodice- 
maker, and he quits his Trade to be a Re- 
forming Conſtable, which if it were not 
very Beneficial, his Zeal wou'd never chuſe 


before a reputable Trade; eſpecially ſince 


Men of Probity and Buſineſs chuſe rather 


to Fine, than ſtand Conſtable even for their 
year: Yet theſe Reformers keep ſuch a Poſt 
all the Years of their Lives. Now where 
the Advantage is fo viſible to their Pockets, 
and the Proof of their Religion fo ſmall and 
inviſible, it is no Breach of anc. be- 

, leve, 
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lieve, that the Devil himſelf might be one 
of our Reformers without ſetting up againſt 
his own Kingdom, which by his falſe Zeal 
and Hy pocriſie he every day enlarges. 

Thus the late Saint DENT, of whoſe 
death the Judges diſcover'd another Notion, 
than that of the Parſon who Canoniz'd 
him in his Sermon. I ſhall give you a 
Story, Which will ſhew you the Temper of 
them all; for I had not been parted long 
from the very Lady that ſuffer'd, by his 
Roguery, before I came into your Hands. 


St. DENT: 


OR, THE 


ReformingConſtable. 


UT becauſe I wou'd {et the whole 
matter in a clear Light, I muſt begin 


„ 


a little higher, to ſhew a probability at leaſt, 


that this DENT was a Tool to the perfecting 
a former deſign againſt the Lady I mention: 
You muſt therefore know, that their hives 
within a Mile of Charing-Croſs a Perſon who 


has the Title of Captain; He is by Birth a 


North-Briton, his Father was a ſort of Scots 
Scrivener, by which and other means, he 
got a tolerable Livelihood; But being 
plagued with an intolerable Scol1of a Wife, 
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the poo | 
ture Honourable Scars in the Field, than an 
inglorious Scratching at Home: To this 


end he went for Holland, where he ariv'd to 


the Honour of carrying a Brown-Macket, 
But Madam Termagant wou'd not ſuffer 
him to enjoy even this wretched Retreat of 
Cannons and Bullets, far leſs terrible than 
her Tongue; but ſpeedily purſues him with 
our young Hero in a Snapjack at her Back, 
and twanty geud Scots Poonds in her Pocket, 
and getting an Eleemoſynary Paſſage to the 
Brill, ſhe prudently lays out her Treaſure 
in a Cargo of Geneva, a Comodity of good 
Sale among the Soldiers, while ſhe follow'd 
the Camp in diverſe Capacities. Having 
now rais'd her Stock to greater Adventures, 
the paſs'd the Seas frequently, but at one 
time in the Company of a Foot Soldier 
( whoſe Clothes ſhe us'd to mend, and be- 
twixt whom and her ſelf many a good Turn 
Had paſt while yet her Husband was alive) 
and by her addreſs ( being now a buxom 
Widow) got the Woodcock into the Nooſe; 
and fo from felling Geneva, and following 
the Camp, came to be a Collonel's Lady; 
for to that Honour did the Foot Soldier 
arive after he had got ſo great a Treaſure 
as the Mother of our Hero. 
Stripling in the mean time growing up, was 
prefer d to the honourable Poſt, of a Foot- 
man to a certain Widow Lady: From 
Whence, on his Father-in-Law's Riſe, he 
3 - was 
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The young 


' was advanc'd to be a Trooper, Which Digs: 
nity he forfeited, having his Sword broke 
over his Head for ſuſpicion of purloining a 
Utenſil call'd a Silvar Tankard. Under this 
Misfortune he retires to Ireland, and to re- 
deem his paſt Loſs of Time, Marries the 
Widow of an Innkeeper of Dublin: But 
fickle, like the Heroes of old, he quits his 
fair Venus, having had a Son by her, and 
once more applies himſelt to Mars in the 
poſt of a Trooper for Tangier; which Place, 
and the Gallows, as well as the Sea, refus'd 
no Man. Here being near his Father- in- 
Law, he was much entruſted by him; but 
how faithful to the Truſt he prov'd, appears 
from his putting 2oco 4. in his own Name, 
which the Collonel gave him only to carry; 
to the Bankers. It wou'd be endleſs to tell 
you half the Exploits of this Hero; I ſhall 
therefore only add, that as he Cheated his 
Father-in-Law, ſo he was ſhrewdly ſuſpect- 
ed of Poyſoning his Mother; for ſhe died in 
a Day or two after ſhe had been Drinking 
with her Son at the Tavern. Thus, Rich 
with the Spoils of more than one, and 
being now weary of his Wite, he leaves 
her. with her Son in Ireland, and paſſes 
the Seas for London, there to purſue ano- 
ther Courſe ; he had Lodg'd at a Tay- 
ler's Houſe, where he lik'd the eldeſt 
Daughter very well; and thither he goes 
again in hopes of getting a freſh Maiden- 
head, and living like a Gentleman, ſince he 

now 
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ler's Daughter. 


now had the Poſt of one, by keeping his 


Miſtreſs. However Matters were manag'd, 


he got the Taylers Daughter in the mind, 
and with his Scots Art impoſes on the Father, 
fo far that he was Married to his Daughter, 
by which he got Lodging and Diet, and 
What Money the old Stitch-louſe cou'd part 
with. Madam took ſtate upon her, and 
the Honourable Captain improv'd his time 
ſo well, that he Purchas'd many Houſes : 


but all along neglected to ſupport his own 


Wife in Ireland. She comes over and di- 
ſturbs him, gets a little Money, and a pro- 


miſe of an yearly Allowance, Signs a Paper 


1 Claim to him as a Wife, and 
that in her Maiden Name. Having thus 
got rid of his Lawful Wife, he was much at 


- eaſe, but never cou'd keep his Hand out of 
_- Miſchief, There was a Gentleman of Fa- 
| thion liv'd next Door to him, who with his 


Lady were come to a very great Familiarity 
with him and his ſuppoſed Lady, the Tay- 


The Captain was always an inſinuating 


-- Perſon, and the Gentleman his Neighbour 


was a very honeſt unſuſpecting Perſon, who 


put a great Confidence in the Captain's ſin- 


cerity, veracity and underſtanding ; but his 
Lady, who perceiv'd the cunning deſigns 
of the Captain more than her Husband did, 


therefore always countermin'd his deſigns. 
The Captain found out the Remora of his 
Projects, and therefore ſecretly vow'd a 


Re- 
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Revenge, that ſhou'd put her out of the 
way of keeping her Husband out of his 
Clutches. | 
But he had waited long in vain for an op- 
portunity, till her own good Houſewifery 
expos'd her to his Mercy. She had fav'd 
unknown to her Husband about Fifty 
Pounds, which by the help of a Friend ſhe 
had put out to Uſe: But an Acquaintance 
one day wanting Ten Pounds on a very ur- 
ent Occaſion, ſhe took Coach, and call'd on 
- Friend at the Coffee-houſe to ask him 
for ſuch a Summ; he afſur'd her he had not 
{ much about him, but that if ſhe wou'd 
go with him to any Tavern about Weftmin- 
ſter, he wou'd ſend a Porter home for the 
Money. The matter being agreed, he re- 
membred, that the Night before he had 
drank ſome good Wine at a Tavern near 
the Abby, and as he thought, the neareſt 
toit, which was the Horn; but not know- 
ing the Sign, he bid the Coach go to the 
Tavern by. the Church-yard. Being come 
out of the Coach, he fancied that it was not 
the ſame Tavern; but being lighted up 
Stairs by a Servant Maid, he call'd for the 
Drawer, but was anſwer' d that they had no 
Drawers in that Houſe ; this convinc'd him 
of his Error, but deſigning only to ſtay till 
he had ſent a Porter for the Money, thought 
it not worth the while to remove for a Pint 
of Wine, which with a Fire was all that 
he call'd for, except a Porter, and Pen, Ink 
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and Paper: But while he was Writing, ſhe fit. 
ting on one {ide of the Table, he Writing on 
the other, in comes the Reforming Conſta- 
ble and his Watch and hurries them away; 
having firſt ask'd their Names, which ig. 
norant of the ill uſe that was made of It, 
they gave in falſe, unwilling to expoſe their 
oven on ſuch an Occaſion. 

Before the Juſtice they muſt go, and 
before a Juſtice fit for the purpoſe ; for the 
Gentleman they went before, is ſaid to 
have a Wife, that has made him uſe even 
Cruelty to all the Fair Sex that are brought 
before him. St. Dent was very buſie about 
the Juſtice, who asking who the Lady was, 
he replied, that her Name to his knowledge 
was Smith, a common Strumpet, that ply'd 
&ery Night at the Play-houſe Paſſage. The 
Lady, who before had aſſum'd that Name 
to-conceal her own, came up to him, and 
throwing up her Hoods,ask'd him with ſome 
vehemency whether he knew her or not? 
He replied again what he had faid before, 
" aſſerting that he cou'd Swear it. After 
St. Dent had affirm'd it, it was in vain to 
contend it with the Juſtice, tho? there were 
thoſe preſent who knew her, beſides the 
Gentleman with whom ſhe was; but her 
Mittimus muſt be made for Br:idewell, all 
that was urg'd was 1n vain, the Juſtice 1s 
inexorable, and 'away ſhe is carried. But 
the next Morning the Gentleman had got 
Bail, and deliver'd the enchanted Lady 
| trom 
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from Captivity, and all might yet have 
been well, but that ſome who were for 
helping the Informers and Reformers to 
Ruin a Family, took care to carry her Huſ- 
band word of all that had paſt ; upon this 
Word was ſent to her not to come near 
home, the Storm was too high, and her 
abſence wou'd be much better till the noiſe 
of the Adventure was over. 

In ſhort, the Roguery of this Conſtable 
was the occaſion of the Ruin of the 
Lady, the Infamy of the Children, and the 
Deſtruction of the Family, without doing 
any body the leaſt Good, unleſs it were by 
the Fee for a Mittimus, and the paying the 
Priſon Fees, and the Bail-Bond: | 
Nay (ſaid the Lewis d'Or) ſince being in 
this Country I have been in the Hands of 
the Godly, and been Witneſs of their Art- 


ful Hy pocriſie: But I wonder that theſe 


mighty Reformers of Manners extend their 
Care only to W horing, Driaking and Swear- 
ing, all Vices bad enough it is confeſs; 
yet all retain; ſome certain ſort of Human 
Frailty abſtracted from Malice, which is a 
Vice one wou'd think peculiar to the Devil ; 
and that 1s perhaps the Reaſon the Godly 
leave it untouch'd. Backbiting, Detraction, 
Calumny, Cenſuring our Neighbour, over- 
reaching him in our Dealings, Extortion, 
Oppreſlion of the Poor and the Needy, is a 

Task worthy true Reformers; thefe-do'a 
Thouſand times the Miſchief in the World 
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"which the others ever did. Match-making 


for their own Profit, without any regard to || to 


the Good of thoſe they joyn together; get. © me 
ting of Truſts which they make a Market 1 Lc 
of, and the like, are Sins that the Godly I cr! 
will have no hand in Reforming, becauſe te 
they bring them in fo conſiderable an Ad- in 
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Godly, who being a Miniſter of the pr 
Word, expreſs'd a great deal of Zeal in his H 


* Preaching, and Prayer; this got him ſo er 


great an Aſcendant over his Congregation, I h 


that nothing was to be done in any of the f 


Families, but the Man of God mult be firſt el 
conſulted : No Maid muſt have a Husband, ti 
or young Fellow a Wife, that he did not 1 1 
approve: And whoever cou'd get into his h 
good Grace, was ſure never to loſe his b 


Cauſe, if within his Juriſdiction. Among "JW 


the multitude of his Hearers was a pretty b 


> young Woman, who had about Five Hun- al 


Pounds to her Portion; a Church-man h 


of a. tolerable good Trade had ſeen her at 
_. Friends Houle, and tho? nothing in her e 


Fortune 


cou'd be an obſticle to his Preten- I 2 
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ſons; yet underſtanding that nothing was 
to be done with the Mother but by the 
means of the Miniſter, he was ſo much in 
Love, that he reſolv'd to play the Hypo- 
crite with the Hy pocrite: He therefore pre- 
tends to turn Diſſenter, and enter himſelf 
in this very Man's Congregation. No Man 
was more afhduous than he at Morning 
Lectures, and none ſcem'd more diligent in 
Writing down the Sermon, tho? indeed he 
knew nothing of Short-hand. His exem- 
plar Conduct made him taken notice of; 
and the Teacher hoping ſomething from ſo 

uncommon a Zeal, took care to come ac- * | 
quainted with him. The young Man was | | 
glad of the opportunity, and made him a 
preſent , which often engag'd his Viſits. 
He being a ſingle Man, the Man of God 
enquir'd into his Circumſtances, and urg'd 
him to ſettle by Marriage; he ſeem'd indif. 
ferent till he thought he had ſufficiently 
eftabliſh'd himſelf, and then he propos'd 
the Lady he deſir'd to have to his Wife. 
The good Man told him he had reaſon to 
hope a greater Fortune, and that if he wau'd 
be rul'd by him he ſhould have one: But he 

perſiſting in his Choice, the matterwas ſoon” KC 

brought to an Agreement; for his Intereſt nl 

and Care in Procuring, he was to have One 
hundred Pounds out of the Five. 

The Bargain being made with the Teach- : 

er, the Hearers were ſoon determin d on the 9 

matter, the Mother was prevail'd __ to 1 
59 | admit 
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1 a * ter to be rul'd by her Confeſſor and Mother: 
% * Beſides the young Man had a very agree⸗ 
44 able Perſon, and what might engage the 
Ex Heart of any young Woman to love him 
rn 
Ihe Marriage is concluded, the Day ap- 
3 pointed, and the Nuptials celebrated. The 
=o next Morning the Bride put him in mind to 
EL = . | go to hear the good Man's Sunday Lecture, 
put he ealily found means to cool her Zeal 


Hof the Spirit, by the Application of the 
Fleſh. The Mother waited as long as ſhe 
cou'd for them; but being impatient, ſhe 
: goes away without them. Then the Bride. 


oom and Bride agreed to get up; but it 
7 ing too late to come into the Meeting 
without being taken notice of, he prevaibd 


with her to go to the Pariſh Church with 
Him. Whence returning home, the Mo- 
ther began a Lecture on their Remiſneſs, in 
i not getting up to go to the Meeting; they 
both affirm'd that they had been at Church: 
Baut the Mother making a further Enquiry, 
Re the Husband thus {poke to her: a 
Madam, Tow are impos d on by a grave, 
ach Formality, which makes you a Property 
do thoſe Knaves that lead you where-ever they 
Please; 1 muſt be candid,” I never was of that 
WW * © Opinion; but having a Paſſonate Love for your 
Daughter, and knowing no other way of get. 
Fr”, Zing your Conſent, I diſſembled thus long, to 
= . -  2*x ile on Earthly Happineſs J deſired ( 4 
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al Heaven Pardon for my Hypocriſie ) I was 
not deceiv'd in my Thoughts, for your zealous 


good Miniſter fold me your Daughter, Wa her 


Fortune, for One Hundred Pounds; for which 
he bas my Bond, and which he will come to re- 
ctive to-morrow at Noon. Get you a Friend 
with you, and be within hearing, and you ſhall 
find, that I have not laid any thing to his 
Charge, but what will appear to be true to 4 
Titles | + + Worn 4 cf ob 7 ties 

The Mother and Daughter ſeem'd 
ſtrangely ſurpriz'd, and promis'd, that if 
he made out this Accuſation, that they 
wou'd both go to the Pariſh Church, and 
for ever quit the ſeperate Congregation. 
The Monday is come, and the Man of God 
with a chearful Countenance is arriv*d, with 
his Stomach ſet to a good Dinner, and more 
to the Hundred Pounds. Dinner was paſt, 
with the young Married Couples good 
Healths, and ſeveral Pious and Godly Diſ- 
courſes, till the Cloath being taken away, 
and the Tea pot brought in, the ſober Bo- 
bea went about, when the Mother and 
Daughter pretending Buſineſs to go abroad, 


tt the good Man and the Husband to pur- 


ſue their, Affairs. 5 

Well, ſaid the preciſe Hypocrite, my 
good Friend, how like you a Married State, 
and how like you the Wife I have procur'd 
for you? Is {he worth the Price you give? Am 
I worthy my Hire? There. is no body better 
pleas'd, than my ſelf (ſaid the young Man) 
I have got the 9 whom of all VN 
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mms Noreen See 
| F lov'd, nor do I think I can _—_ too 
dear for her. A good hearing ud t 
Miniſter) a good hearing my Lad; I have fo 
OP had Aa luck in the many ee 
atches T have made ſince the Lord has put £ M 
me into this Vineyard. But I am afraid, I ca 
Sir, ( faid the young Man) you have been | ſo 
harder with me than any other on this || th 
Occaſion : No, I proteſt (ſaid the Hypo er 
crite) on my veracity I never take lefs; M 
nor has any one ever ſerupled to give me | v 
two Hundred out of a Thouſand. That la 
may be ( replied the other) but then per- be 
haps the Man has not had an Equivalent to £ Pc 
the Lady's Fortune, whereas I have in my B. 
Stock, and a ſmall Eſtate, fomething more | ſp 
than the whole Five hundred requires. ] hi 
Alack-a-dzy ( iays the Parſon ) I examin'd f W 
not into that, it had been all one to me; | he 
you werea Golly young Man, and my Inte- I tl 
reſt and Trouble was the fame : Well but Sir t 
( interrupted the young Man) conſidering | hi 
that you have provided well for two of I} th 
your Congregation, ir will be ſome Repu- a 
tation to you; and I ſuppoſe a ſatisfaction ſo 
great, that you will, ſor the good New? I} tl 
{ fince more than you knew before) abate | £1 
one half of the Summ. Fie, fie young Man | 
(replied the grave Rogue) how can you ef. £0 
fer it! What I deliver from my Pulpit Lim- | # 
part to you all alike for the Contributions | B( 
that they give me; but in this way of deal 
ing, which is none of my Spirituality, I can 
, TS 220 . _ 
iter 1 
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The young Man having tried all means 

to make him abate to no purpoſe, he calls 
for his Bond, which the old Fellow produ- 
ces, and while they are reading over, the 
Mother and Daughter, and two Friends 
came in upon them ; the Man of God was 
ſo frighted at the ſudden aſſault of the Mo- 
ther's Tongue which let fly, Rogue, Hy po- 
crite, Villain, and a "Thouſand other good 
Morrows in a trice, that he let go the Bond, 
which the Husband took care to Cancel, and 
lay aſide. The poor Marriage Broaker was ſo 
beſet, that he wou'd have given a Hundred 
Pounds more to have been out ot the Houſe: 
But he hop'd it in vain till their ſpirits were 
ſpent in Reproaches; but then having aſſur d 
him that they wou'd never herd any more 
with Diſſenters, but immediately conform, 
he beg'd them to ſmother his diſgrace, telling 
them that the beſt Men were ſubject to frail- 
ties, and that ſince he had a great Family on 
his Hands, he hop'd a moderate profit for 
the Intereſt he had in his Congregation was 
allowable both by the Laws of God and Man. 
He was not therefore folicitous for any 
thing, but that the Enemies of his Way might 
turn it into Ridicule to the prejudice of the 
Saints ; that therefore he remitted the Bond 
to the young Man, and hop'd for his Friend- 
ſhip, ſince by his means he had obtain'd ſo 

good a Wife, and one that he lov'd. 
The Company was mov'd with his Diſ- 
courſe, and promis'd to ſay no more of the 
matter, only that he ſhou'd have a care of 
| H h 2 ing |! =; 
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ſuch ſort of dealing; but if that he wouꝰd pur. 

. 3 » | "Y W 

ſue it, that he ſhou'd regard the good of thoſe: F 

| that he join'd, more than his own. Profit, J 

lince elſe he might be the Ruin of others, I h 

tl 

a 


only to enrich himſelf.  Wath that they diſ- 
miſs'd him, who returning home, took his 
Bed for vexation, and very narrowly eſcaping | 
his death he reviv*d, but went on in the ſame h 
way as long as it was in his Cultody. 


The Story you: have told (aſſum'd the 

- F | | - . . " at 
Guiuea) carries the Air of ſo much Fact to 4 

me Who have been very Familiar among I , 


them, that I make not the leaſt doubt of 1 | 
your veracity ; but thus, as the young Peoples 1 
good Fortune directed, met with a lucky 

Concluſion to both; but what, I now ſhall f 


relate, was far more terrible in the Event. f 
— —nm—mn———————— | a | 
5 Godly Debochee. f 
I Sabella was a beautiful young Woman, NW | 
who having but little Fortune but her 
Needle, mamtain d her ſelf honeſtly and a 
genteely by her Work. There was a young 
Man. juſt out of his Time with a Mercer, , 
and who had a good Fortune in Money to ſet 
up his Trade, which, as ſoon, as he had done, f 
he defign'd to Marry Labella, thinking her f 
valuable enough in her ſelf Without any Por- 
tion, well remembring, that a good Houſe- ; 
501 8 "Ft | Wife, 
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wife, and a good Humour, bring Plenty and 
Happineſs, While the contrary, with never ſo 
much, will deſtroy hoth. Their Loves had 
been of ſome duration, and their Ages near 
the ſame, tho? ſhe had the ſtart of him near 
a year. | Feine F {4 

| was the hard Fortune of poor J/abel/a to 
have old Gripe ſee her at Church, and there 
to fall in Love with her” to ſuch a degree, 
as to follow her Home, and Sanda) not being 
à proper time to begin an Affair of that Na- 
ture, eſpecially he being a Zealous Brother, 
he put ir off till next day; when on enquiry 
he found that ſhe maintain'd her felt by 
plain-work, which gave him both an oppor- 


tunity of introducing himſelf to her by he- 


ſpeaking half a dozen Shirts, and hopes, that 
her Neceſſities wou'd lend am eaſie ear to a 
Price for her Maidenbead, which might put 
her in ſome better way. - | - Tone 
c came to her every day, and every dax 
added new fewel to his Fire; what to do 
he knew not, for he had by this time heard 


of her Engagement with the young Mercer; 


and that cut off all his hopes of fucceſs in a 
Paſſion, which he cou'd not, or wou'd not 
overcome. He had no means to make way for 
himſelf but by endeavouring a Rupture be- 
twixt them; he therefore found out the Re- 
lations of the young Man, by ſome Agent 
which he had, and diſcover'd his Intention 
of throwing himſelf and his Fortune away 
on a Beggar. Tho no Body cou'd lunder him 
of his preſent Portion, yet he had an Uncle 

Hh 3 who 
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DEN SpY. J 
ho cow'd. leave him a conſiderable Eſtate; 
and he by this means coming to know his 
_ deſigns, afſur*d him he wou'd leave him ne- 
ver a Groat if he proceeded in fo ſcandalous 
an Amour : He let him underſtand, that tho' 
his own Fortune was pretty conſiderable, 
yet that the greater his Stock was, the ſoon- 
er he cou'd get an Eſtate; and that if he 
were enclin'd to Marry he wou'd provide 
him a Wife who ſhou'd equal his Portion, 
and ſettle a Jointure upon her out of his 
Eſtate. | 7 

The young Man was not eaſily won from 
his Love by the proſpect of Gain; he in- 
forms her of the Propoſal of his Uncle to him; 
but at the fame time aſſures her, that he 
wou'd never forſake her for all his Uncle's 
Eſtate an Hundred times told. J/abel/a was a 
little ſtruck at the News, ſhe confider'd that 
this was not an Age to hear Men quit a great 
deal of Money for a meer Form; and there- 
fore reſolv'd to be beforehand with her Lo- 
ver, and either have the advantage of loſing 
him handſomly, or binding him taſter. 80 
. the next time he came, fhe told him 
TORT pm. | | 

She was ſenſible of his Paſſion, and the 
Advantage of having an Husband of his Cir- 
cumſtances, which were far greater than ſhe 
cou'd merit; that {he return'd him a reci- 
procal Kindnefs, and indeed lov'd him too 
well to let him be a ſufferer in his Fortune 
for her ſake ; That Trading was a Lottery, 
and if he ſhou'd not meet with the ſucceſs he 


Pro- 
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pos'd, ſhe wou'd never put it in his Power 
of reproaching her with being the Cauſe of 
his Ruin by Alas his Relations, who 
otherwiſe wou'd have ſet him above the Aſ- 
faults of Fortune. She begg'd him there- 
fore, with Tears in her Eyes, to ftrive to 
forget her, and place his Affections on ſome 
more fortunate Woman, and more agree- 
able to his Relations, and his Eſtate. 

I will not pretend to draw the moving 
Scene of their parting that Time, he pro- 
teſting inviolable Conſtancy; and ſhe aſſu- 
ring him, that ſhe wou'd admit no more of 
his Courtſhips, till ſhe was ſatisfied that his 
Relations aliow'd his Addreſs. Notwith- 
ſtanding this he wou'd itill fee her, aud re- 
new his profeſſions, till his Uncle had now 
found out a Lady to his mind: She was the 
Daughter of a Mercer who was dead, and 
had left her above 2000 / to her Fortune, 
in the Hands of a Guardian who was of 


the Uncles Acquaintance The Matter be- 


ing mov'd, the Conditions were agreed on, 
and the young People were to be brought 
together by Accident to ſee one another. 


Berinthia (for that was her Name) was 


about Seventeen years of Age, and the 
young Man betwixt one and two and Twen- 
ty. She was perfectly Handſom, and ha- 
ving had a good Education, ſet off her Beau- 


ty with a "Thouſand Graces of Mien and 


Addreſs, which were new to the young 
Spark, 1/abeka being only of a plain, un- 
taught, unſophiſticated Nature, deriving 

HTT no- 
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nothing from Art. The Uncle invites his 
Nephew to Dinner, without acquainting 

him with a word of his Deſign, leſt Pre- 
poſſeſſion ſhou'd create an Averſion; where. 
as ſeeing a Charming young Lady, without 
knowing that ſhe is to be imposid on him for 

a Wife, might raiſe a Paſſion for her, which 

much more eaſily wou'd bring the fame 
Matter about. i= 1 af 


The Uncle's Notion was ſo juſt, that be. 


fore Dinner was over 1/abe//a was quite for- 
ot, the preſent Lady younger by four or 
ve years, with all the Bloomof the Plumb, 
with a Genteel and Courtlike Air, adorn'd 


with Jewels, and ſet off with all the Art 


imaginable, ſtruck the young Citizen ſo 
deeply, that he cou'd not but gaze on her 
all the while ſhe ſate at Table. The Uncle 
was very well pleas'd to obſerve this Altera- 
tion in his Nephew, but yet reſolv'd to 
make no diſcovery, till he had firſt made his 
Application to lim 3 by which he wou'd ſo 
far conſirm his Love, that he cou'd not re- 
cede, and the Woman he deſign'd wou'd 


ſeem the voluntary choice of his Nephew, | 


and no Impoſition of his. 

The young Lady was gay in her Témper, 
and free in her Converſation, and lie being 
the youngeſt of the Company they ſoon 
join'd in Converſation: The old Folks in- 
dulg'd it, and withdrew to ſmoke a Pipe in 
the next Room. In ſhort this meeting had 
ſo entirely vanquiſh'd the falſe Lover, that 
he, before he went home, made ſome mo- 

. tions 
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tions to his Uncle about her; asking her 
Fortune, Quality and the like : But hearing 
that her Portion was ſo conſiderable, he 
fightd in deſpair. His Uncle ask'd him the 
Cauſe; he frankly at laſt told him, that in 
obedience to him, he had broke off his In- 
clinations from Jabella and hop'd; that ſince 
now he had fix d them on an Object, which 
he cou'd find no fault with for want of 
Fortune, that he wou'd make good his 
Word, and enable him to make his Preten- 
fion, and Addreſſes to her for a Wife. 
- The Uncle cunningly at firſt rais'd ſome 
difficulties; but at laſt told him, that being 
both his Uncle and Godfather he wou'd 
ſtretch a Point, and that nothing on his {ide 
ſnou'd be wanting to ſatisfy her Guardian, 
provided he cou'd ſatisfy her, and win her 
Affections. loben 
All this while Iſabella knew nothing of the 
Change of her Lover, whom notwithſtand- 


ing her generous diſcourſe, {he.cowd not find 


in her heart never to think of any more. 
In the mean while the old Reformer, em- 
ploy'd all his Engines to endeavour to cor- 
rupt her with the hopes of an eaſie Main- 
tenance, without naming his Name, and 


only ſpecifying his Age, and Circumſtance 


of Riches, and his Love for her: But no 
Argument cou'd prevail to make her give 
car to the immodeſt propoſition, This Dif- 
ficulty old Gripe attributed to her Hopes of 
her Lover; and therefore ſuſpended his de- 


ſpair till his Marriage was paſt, which he 
heard 
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heard was very near, before he diſcoverg || 7 
his Infidelity ; leſt by ſeeking him out, ſhe 

— ſhou'd recall him to her Obedience. But he 

had no need to let Jabella know, that her Lo- 4 
ver was Falſe, ſince he had not been to ſee her 

for ſome Time. Yet he being now Married, 

old Gripe took care that ſhe ſhou'd know, 

| 

( 

| 

| 


that all her hopes were gon of that Na- 
ture, {ince now he was another Woman's 
Husband. N 
The Concern with which ſhe receiv'd the 
News is not to be expreſs'd, yet ſhe took 
care to diſcover as little as poſſible to thePer- 
ſon who brought her the Intelligence; yet 
cou'd ſhe not conceal ſuch ſymptoms, as be- 
tray'd an Agony of Mind much more than 
appear'd. When her Paſhon was vented, 
and ſhe had a little recover'd her ſelf, ſhe 
reſoly'd to Write him an upbraiding Letter, 
Which ſhe did to this purpoſe 
Jour Conduct has been jo extraordinary in 
this Affair, that tho I reſolv d never to think 
of you more, yet I muſt do what you wou'd not 
do by me, fend you this Farewell, I was always 
ſenſible that 1 never was a proper Match for you, 
or was Miſtreſs of Charms ſufficient to ſecure 
your Heart; but then it had been more generous 
* and juſt in you, either never to have Vowed, or 
at leaſt to have kept your Vows : But you are 4 
Man, ana I ought never to have expected any 
thing elſe at your Hands. Tet ſince perhaps 
fome Curſe may hang over you for your Perjuries 
to me, in conſideration of the poor Lady you 
baue Married, I Cancel «ll Obligations of that 
510 Mature, 
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Nature, and pray that Heaven may as eaſily 
forgive Jon. 1 

he Mercer receiv*d this Letter not with- 

out ſome ſting of Conſcience for what had 
paſt, and a new deſire of ſeeing her, and 
deſign if he could, to make her his Miſtreſs, 
ſince now he cou'd not his Wife; he came to 
her, ſwore a Thouſand Oaths that he lov'd 
her ſtill more than ever; That what he had 
done, was only to enable him to do more 
for her than his tranſitory Fortune wou'd 
have done by a meer dependance on Trade. 
She minded not what he faid, but deſir'd 
him never to come near her more, and not 
to think of being as unjuſt to his Wife as he 
had been to her; but as ſhe was a fine Wo- 
man, had brought him a large Portion, and 
was young, he ſhou'd keep his Affections 
for her, lett he ſhou'd teach her to alienate 
hers from him, and place them on one ſhe 
might think more deſerving. = 
He wou'd no: be denied, and preſs'd, eve · 
ry time he came, his Love, and its ſatistacti- 
on, till ſhe forbid him her Lodging, and 
wou'd not ſee him whenever he came. How- 
ever he often watch'd her going out, and 
wou'd purſue her where-ever ſhe went; 
wou'd watch her Return, and wait on her 
home, and with great difficulty repuls'd the 
entrance of her Lo:lging. This gave old Gripe 
the villainous thought how to compaſs his 
Ends, tho' by a way, that the Wicked cou'd 
never have entertain'd. | 7.20 


He 
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He had obſerv'd, one Night, as ſhe was 
returning home, and her Mercer in ſpight 
of her Teeth {till purſuing her, the Reform. 
ers (being ſet on it by old Gripe) ſeize her 
as a Night-walker, and carrying them both 
before a Juſtice, ſhe was ſent to Bridemell 
for- being in a Married Man's Company: 
But the Matter the next day being examin'd 
into, and the Mercer appearing, ſhe was ſet 
at Liberty. But how innocent ſoever a 
Woman be, the very Name of Bridemell does 
her a Prejudice; and this coming to ſpread 
(by the induſtry of old Gripe) about tlie 
Neighbourhood, the poor young Woman 
was fain to leave the Place, and loſe moſt 
of her Buſineſs. 

Gripe in this diſtreſs renews his Addreſſes, 
proffers her Money, nay (which is extraor- 
dinary ) left a Guinea on the Table when he 
went away, and which ſhe found not till 
the next day. He finding her obſtinate a- 
gainſt all his unlawful Propoſals, offers to 
Marry her; and {he willing to be fo well 
provided for, then liſtned a little more pa- 
tiently. to his Pretenſions. She therefore 


enquired a little more narrowly after him, 


and.to her great mortification found, that 
he was already a Married Man. Having 
therefore ſufficiently reproach'd him; forbid 
him her Houſe. - All this cou'd neither allay 
his Paſſion, or liis Reſolution of ſatisfying 
it one way or other: He therefore ſets one 
of the Informers to dog her out when ſhe 
went in the Evening to carry home her 


Work, 
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Work, and by one means or other to fend 
her to Bridewel{ once more. The poor Girl 
coming home, was tollow*d by this Reformer, 
or Informer, Who wow'd needs pick her up, 
but {he always refuſing him, he at laſt told 
her, he wou'd not part with her till he had 
drank with her; ſo ſhe ventur'd to fit down 
at an Ale-houſe door in the Street on a 
Bench by him, and had no ſooner drank to 
pledge him, but ſhe was again taken up by 
the Gang, and ſent away to Bridewell. © She 
knew not what to do, ner whom to ſend 
to, when old Gripe pretending only to look 
at the Unfortunate Wenches, and to ſee 
which was worthy his' Compaſſion,” found 
her there and immediately Bail'd her out. 
She cou'd not but in Gratitude go to the 
Tavern with him, where he had plac'd ano- 
ther Woman, who was to draw her into 
drink; and perhaps by mingling ſomething 
in her Liquor, intoxicate her to the laſt de- 

ree 2001: Mon. 
a This horrid Plot was put in Execution, 
ſo that the poor Girl was carried in a Coach 
Drunk to a place agreed on, and put into Bed, 
to whom the old Letcher was ſoon ad- 
mitted ,, where he did what he pleas'd, 
Drink having quite rob'd her of all power 
of reſiſting. 

The Morning came on, and ſhe coming 
to her {elf found, firſt that ſhe was not in her 
own Bed, and ſpeedily drawing the Cour- 
tain found the old Fellow by her fide now 


aſleep, 


3 WP 2 "$£4 ba Ia. 2 
- ky 
5 — 5 72 . \ 3 PR 2. 
"i 4 "RF" * * 
2 . 4 —_ TY * 
8 Ty ' 


%% The GOLDEN Se VL. 
alleep, and tired with his Nights Villainy. 
She gave ſuch a Scream that ſoon rais'd tile 
old Rogue, and flying at him had very near 
throtled him; The Noiſe brought in the 
Bawd, and ſome aſſiſtance, Who took her | 
away from him; but ſo bruis'd with her ! 
Knees and Hands, that he was ſcarce able 
to get home; where he languiſh'd a littie * 
while and died. The poor young Woman 


found worſe, for being a little come to her | ; 
{elt got out of the Houle, with a Reſolution I} \ 
of having all the Actors in this Villainy F x 
ſeverely punt{h'd; but her Rage and Con- 
cern was ſuch, that it threw her into a t 


Beaver, and that into a Delirium, in which 
ſhe continu'd till {he died. And this was 
the fatal end of our Godly Debochte. 
The Night waſtes a- pace, fo I will on- 
ly give . a very ſhort Account, How 
ne Informers, and their Journyman Ju- 
ſtice were met with, by one who knew 
how to manage them: For confident of 
their Power as Reformers, they often Tranſ- 
Stel the Law without being taken notice 
u TT 
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Reformer R 


Belong'd to an honeſt Gentleman of 
the City, who one Sanday had Buſineſs 
at the other end of the Town, ſo reſol- 
ving to take a walk into the Fields, he 
prevaiPd with two Friends more to go 
along with him; when they came near 
to the Place, there was a Coffee-houſe, 
where he deſir'd his Friends to ſtay 
while he ſtept a door or two farther, 
to ſpeak a few Words with the Perſon 
he had Buſineſs with. Church was 
done when they went into the Coffee- 
houſe, where they found only two Wo— 
men, whom they ask'd for ſome Coffee, 
they replied they had none ; for ſome 
Thea , and the fame was the Anſwer. 
In ſhort, nothing elſe being to be 
had, they bid them bring Halt a Quar- 
tern of Brandy , inſtead of which the 
Impudent Baggage brings a whole Quar- 
tern, but drinks firlt her ſelf, and 
leaves them not half; the Meaſure 
being adapted to the Place. While 
they were arguing on this Head, in 
comes a Reforming Conſtable with his 
Gang; and ſeizes them for being in 

a Bawdy- 


22 De Gor DEN Spy, 
a Bawdy-houſe. They perceiv'd that they 
were grave Citizens, and ſo hop'd to 
make them bleed 4 little freely, rather 
than be expos'd as taken up in a Bawdy. 
hobſe., The Whofch they, Halte for beg 

ging them to make it up, a not go 

before the juſtice; and — 'of them Loa 
timerous than the other gave a willi 
Ear to the Propoſal; but the Friend com- 
in the Interim he examin'd into the 
Natter: The Conſtable told lim they had 
found them Drinking with thoſe Whores 
in a py. Bawdy-houſe. How, ! ſays 
my Matter , do you know that they are 
Whores, and this a publick Bawdy-houſe? 
They replied yes. IT Then ſaid my Maſter, 
I Command you to take them with us 
before the Juſtice; for before him we wil 


| 89; and do it at your: peril. |; nant 


The Whores and the Conſtable did al 
they cou'd to perſuade them not to ex- 

ſe themſelves; nay, wou'd at laſt have 
diſmi6'd them without a Farthing. No, 
no, faid my Maſter, We are too well 
known in the City to fear being ex- 
pos d in ſuch apiece of Roguery as 
this: And I will ſpend Five Hundred 
pounds but that I-will drive it ſo far to 
make you all aſnam'd of it. 
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In ſhort, he oblig'd the Conſtables to 


take theſe Ladies of Pleaſure with them, and 
go all before the next Juſtice, who hap- 


pen'd to live in the Neighbourhood, When 


they came there, the Conſtables 'made a 
plauſible Story of their being taken in a 
known Bawdy-houſe, and with known 
Whores: The Juſtice, with a very formal 


nous Look, addreſ.'d himfelf to them. 


entlemen, I am forry to find Men of your 
ſeeming Gravity, to be caught in the Company 
of ſuch Lewd Women, and in a Houſe ſo No- 
torious as that where you were taten. Sir, ſaid 
my Maſter, do you know that to be a Baway- 
Houſe, and theſe Women Whores? The Ju- 
ſtice replying in the Aſhrmative, Why then, 
purſued he, how comes it that you, who are 4 
Magiſtrate, ſuffer ſuch 4 Houſe to keep open 
their Doors, on purpoſe to betray the Innocent 
into ſuch a Premunire as my Friend and I am 
fallen into, who went in there to reſt, and did 
nothing Undecent, nor knew any thing of the 


matter. Since therefore, Sir, you knew this, 
and yet ſaſter'd it under your Noſe, I deſire we 


may be all bound over tothe Seffions. I will ſend 
Sir, for Ten Thouſand Pound Bail, and J will 
ſpend ſome Money, Sir to have you and your Con- 


ſtables made an Example, for layingT raps for Fler 


Majeſty's Liege People, and making thoſe a Prey 
who want either Money or K yuowledge to deal with 
you as they might. Jou have this time mi- 
ftaken your Men, we are above your doing us 
am Harm, and we are able to do you Juſtices 


the The 
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The Magiſtrate found himſelf in the wrong 


Box, and began to mollify the matter, per. 
_ fwading them to make it up, that it might 
be ſome Reflection upon them, and the 

like good Advice. But they perſiſted ſo 
earneſtly in being all bound over, that the 
Juſtice told them they might, if they plea. 
Ted, go about their Bufinefs, for he had 
nothing to ſay to them. Then ſaid my 
Maſter, I have this to ſay to you, that if! 
find this Sign up and Houſe open the next 
time I come this way, Iwill take care of 
your Worſhip and your Commiſſion. 
With theſe words they parted, the Con- 
ſtables asking them a Thouſand Pardons, 
and excuſed themſelves by their want of 
knowing them, or they ſhould not have 
given them this Trouble, and ſuch a lame 
come off. | 
In a few Days after my Maſter went that 
way again, on purpoſe to- ſee if all was 
perform'd, and he found the Sign remov- 
ed, and the Doors all faſt, for they per- 
ceiv'd that they were ſo much in the 
wrong, that to ſtand againſt him, wou'd 
have brought Matters ſo on the Stage, 


that might very much have ſunk their 


Markets. | 

All that I ſhall obſerve from what has 
this Night been faid is, "That you ought 
to be very much on your Guard, when 
you have to do with a Man that pretends 


to more Holineſs than his Neighbours. 
* There 
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There * ſuch a Leven of the Phariſee in 


all thoſe ſort of Men, that you cannot fin a- 
ainſt Charity when you deſcribe them ſuch, 


E the Picture is ſo like the Original, that 


tis impoſſible to Affront them. 
The Guinea here ending, and the Night 


being pretty well advanc'd, when I came 


Home, I turn'd my ſelf to relt, praying, 
as from ſuddain Death and deadly Sin, like- 
wiſe to be deliver'd from Reformers and 


Informers. 


eee 

Sixth Night's Entertainment, of 
Peace and War, or, the 
Trade of the Camp. 


Got up in the Morning, and taking a 

Walk in the Fields, reflected on the 
ſtrange depravity of Mankind, that left no- 
thing unattempted with his corrupt Pra- 
ctices. Religion, the moſt Sacred Tye of 
Humane Society, I found by my laſt Night's 
Converſation, was, even in the pureſt Coun- 
try, made often a Stalking-Horſe to Private 
Intereſt and Siniſter Deſigns. Tho? this 
indeed is a ſtronger Proof of its Excel- 
lence, and only an Evidence of the Ex- 
traordinary Wretchedneſs of Mankind. Nor 
did this put me out of Conceit with the 

4 Ii 2 preſent 


—- * - , * 1 A 


276 The. GoLDEN' Sri, ox, 
pPfteſent Age, becauſe I found in my Books, 
that the ſame abominable Viciouſneſs was 
charg*d by the Writers of former Ages on 
the Wickedneſs in their Times. In this as 
well as other Emergencies of the World, I 
cou'd never find any great Variety; Men 
were always the ſame in their Deſires, in 
their Sins, in their Follies, and not very 
different in their Knowledge; if one Age 
loſt it, the ſucceeding ones revived it, and 
tho* with little variation from what it was 
before, yet the Reviver has challenged the 
Honour of the Diſcovery. This holds in 
molt of our Modern Philoſophical Notions. 
So in every Age Noblemen, Uſurers, Tra- 
ders and Soldiers have deſired Money more 
than Fame; ſome few Wiſe Men have va- 
lued Honeſty, while the greateſt 'Knaves 
praiſe it; and thoſe who moſt cry it up, 
do leaſt for it in Diſtreſs. Courtiers al- 
ways valu'd themſelves more than the Pub- 
lick or their Prince; States. men coloured 
Self. Intereſt under Pablicłk Good: Prieſts al- 
ways firſt purſued the Goods of this World, 
themſclves more, than they preach'd the 
Goods of the other World to others; never 
forgaye their Oppoſers, and endeavoured 
by their Practice to undermine the Belief 
which they taught. Contrary Parties were 
always Knaves and Fools to; each other ; 
while the Leaders of both might challenge 
the firſt Title in Reality, and all the Follow- 
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ſame the Name of Men of - Letters, and 
Poetaſters palm themſelves on this Senſeleſs 
Town and Quality for Poets. Men always, 
as well as now, talk*d as they would have 
it, and Peace and War became the Subject 
of common Diſcourſe, as Men grew wea- 

ry of War or Peace. 7 

Full of theſe Reflections I return'd to the 
Town, to refreſh my ſelf and meet 
Company to dine with, I went to the 
Coffee- Houſe, where I found a ſort of a 
Jack, or diffident Pinnacler, in deep Debate 
with a Whig of the New Cut about the 
Peace. This juſtify'd my laſt Reflection, 
and will be plain from what follows. Says 
the firſt, Had not the A ct forbid ir, I would 
lay any Man Ten to One, that we have no 
Peace before Michaelmaſt. Who! we love 
to run down our Enemies, and make no- 
thing of them; but 'tis a fooliſh Method, 
for it they are in ſo woful and deplorable a 
Condition, what need we attend their Terms? 
Why don't we march into their Country 
with an irreſiſtible Army, ſuch as we pre. 
tend to have, of above 160 Thouſand Men, 
Veteran, Noble, Gallant Fellows, well fed, 
well Cloathed, well paid? What can op- 
poſe them in a Country, that is ſtarving, 
an Army without Men, and Men without 
Hearts, Cloaths, Money, or any thing ne- 
eeſſary for Defence? Who fly before we 
come near them, and can no more make a 
ſand againſt us, than a drunken Old Fel- 
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low againſt a Brigade of Conſtables and 
« Watch-men ? How can the Freuch Monarch 


pretend to Capitulate on any Terms, but 


to ſurrender Priſoner of War? Or why don't 
- we ſerve him as he did the Doge of Genoa, 
make him come with a Halter about his 
Neck and beg our Pardon, and ſubmit to 
our Clemency? Till I fee theſe things 
done, for my part I ſhall not believe, that 
the French are ſo damnably reduc'd, or 
that there is any likelihood of a Peace. 
Sir, faid the New Cut, you are a little too 
Hot, Politicians ſuffer - the Under-ſpurs of 
the News-Writers,to magnify the fad Condi- 
tion of France, to give our own People Heart 
to hold on the War *cill we can get anHonou- 
rable Peace; but for my part I muſt deal inge- 
nuouſly with you, I am far from imagining 
the Freuch Affairs in ſo deſperate a State; this 
King is a Wiſe, a Great, a Powerful Prince, and 
he would never let the Prince of the Aſta- 


rias be acknowledged by the Cortez, or the 
States of the Country, had he found that he 


muſt ſo ſoon be obliged to diſembogue the 
whole Spaniſh Monarchy. For my part, I 
could wiſh, for the good of Europe, that he 
Were as low as he is repreſented ; tho' on 
the other hand I muſt tell you, that I do 
not think it is the common Intereſt to pull 
him don too low ; for Europe has been in 
danger once already, from the Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and ſhould the Empire, 


and the Spanſb Monarchy be join'd again, I 


know 
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know not but there would be a Neceſſity of 
a Confederacy againſt that Exorbitant Pow- 
er. Come, come, we are never ſatisfy*d, we 
raild at poor King William on the Treaty 
of Partition, and yet I can ſee no means of 
reſtoring Peace to us all, but a Treaty on 
that Foot. Beſides, I muſt tell you, that 
tho? the Datch are our Good Contederates 
and Allies at preſent, yet I do not think it 
good Policy to have them entirely ſecure 
on the Terra Firma, tor ſhould they be fo, 
I know not what Deligns they may form 
againſt Great Britain, that is their Rival in 
Trade. Oh! Gentlemen, there are a great 
many things to be conſider'd in  Af- 
fairs of this Important Nature, and Things 
that do not fall into every Man's Capacity 
to think of; under the Role, we have a great 
many Bulie, Noiſy, Grumbling Fellows, 
who, were they intirely out of Fear, might 
play the Devil for God's fake. No Man 
wou'd be ſecure. The Clamours againſt 
great Men are, alas! generally but too Po- 
pular, and ſince great Men are but Men, 
they can't but give (thro? Inadvertence or 
Folly) ſome Handle for Malice to take 
hold of, and when Men make a Noiſe for 
the Publick Good, how cagerly is all they 
lay ſwallow'd down tor perfect Goſpel. A- 
nother thing is to be conſider'd, our Hot ſpurs 
are for having the French King to deliver 
up the Spaniſßh Monarchy as a Preliminary. 
Lack-a-day, Sir, that is a periect Jeſt ; 'tis 
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not in his Power, Sir, to give up that Mo. 
narchy; ?*cis in his Grand- ſon's Hands, and 
none but he and the Spaniards themſelves 


can do that. What would you have us to 


do then? Why if the Freuch King will give 
you Paſſage through his Country to drive 
bis Grand- ſon out of Spazy, then while Prince 
Eugene, with an Army of goodCatholicks,does 
that Work, our own Men may be brought 
into Ezgland, and while they are on foot, 
they may be ready to Sail either to Holand 
or Spain, as occaſion requires, and in the 
mean while they will keep the Grumblers 
in Awe. In ſhort we were lulPd aſleep too 
long by the enervate Reign of King Charles 
the 2d. when he got up toſuch a Power as 
to be an Over-Match for all Europe beſides, 
?Tis very well that we have bang'd him till 
his Sides Ake, and made him glad to ſeek 
a Peace, which, I think we may be willing 
to accept on eaſier Terms than ſome Men 
propoſe, Who are carry'd away by 1 
know not what fort of Enthuſiaſtick Zeal, 
that is only founded on Fancy. If he reco- 
vers by a Peace, why, ſo ſhall we; what's 
ce tor the Goole is Sauce for the Gan- 
er. | 
There fat. by theſe Learned Diſputants 
an Old Whiz, whole Colour went and came 
Iwenty times, whilſt theſe Worthy Knights 
were ſeitling the Affairs of Europe on a Se- 
cure Foundation. At laſt, taking up Nev 
Cut, Sir, ſaid he, I know not 3 
Ca 
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call you, for you talk more like an Engine 
of France, than an Engliſman. I think 
what you have faid amounts to little leſs 
than Treaſon, at leaſt againſt the Intereſt 
of all the High Allies, as well as our own 
Nation. What, Sir, to inſinuate fo great a 
Libel againſt the Bravery of our Generals, 
the Courage of our Soldiers, and the Ho- 
nour of our Stateſmen, after the prodigi- 
ous Expence of fo much Blood and Riches 
for the carrying on of this War; and ſince 
Heaven has Bleſſed Her Majeſty's Arms with 
ſuch Miraculous Succeſs, that Hiſtory can't 
Parallel; when the French have been beaten 
every where, their Armies deſtroy'd, their 
Chief Towns plundred, their Country laid 
Waſte by the Hand of Heaven, and their 
Prince's Cruelty, by forcing above two Mil- 
lions of Induſtrious People out of his Coun- 
try for Religion, whoſe Hands would now 
have Cultivated his Fields and ſhut out Fa- 
mine, that is now entred their Dominions ; 
after all this, Sir,'to obtain a Peace that will 

leave us worſe than the War found us! 
The bare Surrender of the Spaniſb Monar, 
chy, good Sir, ſets us not where we were 
before the War ; becauſe it is brought 
much Lower, lefs capable of Defence, and 
more lyable to be Seiz'd than ever. The 
ſame may be ſaid of the Netherlands, tho? 
not in ſo great a Degree. So that there is a 
Neceſſity of making them Refund Bargun- 
ay, Alſace, and Franche. Comte; to leſſen the 
2 15 Number 
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Number of their Ships, and not be ſuffer'g | 
to appear on the Ocean with a Ship aboye di 
50 Guns; to Surrender Newfoundland, their Ic 
laim to part of St. Chriſtophers; to De- th 
moliſh Martenico, and Dunkirk ; to give W 
up Calice, and to disband his Army, Ay hi 
for reſtoring the Power of Parliaments, 
I have nothing to ſay to it; for I am of ol 


Opinion, that to make France more Terri. m 
ble to Europe than ever, make it perfectly nc 
Free ; in their Slavery. their Spirit is quaſh'd be 
and yet by a Politick Prince, you ſee th 
what they have done; but then indeed bad ye 
Succeſs makes all their Glory moulder away 1 
much ſwifter than it roſe. fo 
ITho' I am not fond of Diſcourſes of this ca 
Nature in a Coffee-Houſe, yet, Sir, I can- ut 
not hear ſuch Deſigns inſinuated againſt my Pf 
Country, without taking notice of them. th 
You were ſinely preparing a Way for a Stand- E 
ing Army, by your Peace and no Peace; of 
but I had rather fee you, and all your Party D 
Hang'd, than ever ſee that ſettled again in C 
England. What was the Effect of it in O- ne 
liver's Time, Slavery firſt, and then Con- it 
fuſion of Changes. No, Sir, were your Li- tl 
bel true againſt the Managers of our Affairs, th 
yet give me leave to tell you, That there are It 
ſafer ways of Defending our Laws and Li- k 
berries, than by a Standing Army. Since b 
the Parliament deny?d it to the Beit of Kings, d 
L Gare belieye the Beſt of Queens will never C 
eK it, | RES LS 
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While theſe Gentlemen were thus hotly 
diſcourſing the Matter, there fat by them a 
Jolly ſort of a Man, who ſeem'd one of 
thoſe who meddled not with Parties, who 
when the Matter grew High, interpoſed 
his Pleaſant Face. 

Gentlemen, ſaid he, for my part, I am 
one of thoſe Happy Fellows who never exa- 
mine into the Secret Motions of Government, 
nor enquire how ſuch or ſuch a thing is to 
be brought about. All my care is to have 
the Bleſſing of Peace, while you Stateſmen, 
you Wiſe Politicians contrive to give it me. 
I confeſs I love both Peace and War, but 
for ſeveral, I mean different, Reaſons. War 
carries away abundance of Scoundrels that 
uſed to infeſt the Town, and diſturb our 
Pleaſures in the time of Peace; but then on 
the other ſide, it carries off a great many 
Honeſt Fellows too: It is a great promoter 
of Sobriety; but then it is becauſe it makes 
Drunkenneſs too Expenſi ve: It drains the 
Corrupt Humours of a Nation, by a ſeaſo- 
nable Phlebotomy ; but then for want of Skill 
it lets out a great deal of good Blood with 
them. It gives us Glorious Victories, but then 
the deuce on't is, that it Ruins our Trade. 
It raiſes abundance of Brave Fellows to be 
| known in the World, who elſe had never 
been heard of; but then a great many hun- 
dreds fiad other Arts to Live by in the very 
Camp, than by the Sword; and who ney 

uc 
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ſuch a Figure in the World, that they had 
better-never have been heard of, for the 
Honour of thoſe who Raifed them, and the 
Dignity they bear. In ſhort, when J think 
on the Balance, War is not ſo much to be ad- 
mired, as it once appear'd to be. But then 
for Peace, no Body can find fault with it 
but the Soldiers but then we have ſtopt 
their Mouths with Half Pay, and no Bro. 
ken Bones. © The Trader Rejoyces in it, for 
the Privateers fright his Sleep no more a. 
way from him, and he has no Hazard but 
the Rocks and the Sands, much more Mer. 
ciful than French Privateers. The Young 
Girls they are glad of it; for, they hope now 
that they may no longer ſtick a Hand; their 
Sweet-Hearts will not be raviſh'd from their 
Arms. The Good Fellow is pleaſed with 
Peace, for then Wine will come Cheaper, 
and the Vintners will not need to Brew it 
at that abominable rate, they do now. 
The Lawyer will Rejoyce at a Peace, be- 
cauſe according to the Old Proverb, Peace 
brings Plenty, and Plenty Litigiouſneſs, 
and Litigiouſneſs fills Weſtminſter Hall, 
Which has had almoſt a long Vacation ever 
ſince the War, while Boys whipt their Tops 
about the Hall in Aiahaelmas Term. The 
Parſons will like Peace, for there will be 
more Marriages, Chriſtenings, and Burials, 
beſides they have too great an Intereſt in 
the Plenty of goed Wine, and want that 
Conſideration of their Satisfaction 5 A 

War. 
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War. The Bayliffs will be likewiſe over- 
joy d at a Peace, for then they may have a 
full Gang of their Lubberly Followers with⸗ 
out any fear of being preſs'd to harder Ser- 
vice, either at Land or Sea. Tho' I am af 
fraid that all would not be Pleas'd ev'n with 
aPeace; Stocks would be much abated,which 
would be a Mortal Blow to Sztock-Fobbing 3 
Thoſe who have Places in the Taxes would 
be in fear of paying off the Publick Debts 
by a Peace, and then they ſhould have their 
Fortune to ſeek. There may be others per- 
haps of their Mind who got Money by War. 
But *tis now time to ſettle; every Man for 
himſelf, and God for us all. | 
Thus you ſee. Gentlemen, how. many, 
would be pleas'd with Peace, ſo I beg you 
let us have it, that we may all fit quietly 
under our own Vine, laugh away the 
livelong Day, have much ſoy, and little, tho? 
ſound, Slumbers, Friends, Wine, and Wo- 
men, without controul. And which way 
ſoever you compaſs it, 'tis not a Half Penny 
matter. 2 7 7 
When he had ſaid this he took his Leave, 
and the Grave Coxcombs confounded, paid 
their Diſhes, and went off; when I, meet- 
ing at laſt-with my Friend, adjourn'd to the 
Tavern, where we ſpent the Day as plenti- 


fully as if it had been Peace already. 


But the Evening being come, I went 
Home in pretty good Order, and retired to 
pe my 
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my Poſt of Audience. And the Diſputes 
of the Day, having fixt the War and Peace 
ſo much in my Mind I determined this Night 
to have ſome few Words about the Camp, 
ah the Fate of Peace and War is deci. 
When I had propoſed the Subject; For 
my part, ſaid the Roman Crown, I cannot 
pretend to ſay much of a Subject ſo War. 
like; at Rome we have no Fulmina Belli, tho 
we have ſometimes a noiſe about the Ful 
mina Cathedre, Ours is a Spiritual Warfare, 


and the Stratagems and Arms we ule, are 


proportioned to the End of our Deſigus. For 
your Great Guns, we have our Canons, and 
our Ordinances for your Ordnance; tor Fire 
and/Sword, we have Bell, Book; and Can- 
dle; for your Plunder, we have our Indul- 
gences, and Peter- Pence. But then, where- 
as the Spiritual War Deals in Immortali- 
ty, it is Immortal, and never Ceaſes, the 
Devil fights hard on one ſide, the Pope on 
the other. The Devil finds Temptations 
and Decoys People to Sin, in order to 
Damn them, but then out comes the Pope 
with Indulgences, Agnus Dei's, and the like 
Ammunition, and for a very little Money 
makes the Sinners Souls red as in curia; the 
more they Sin, the more he gives Indulgen- 
ces, and the Trade goes on without cea- 
ſing ; the Devil's ne'er weary of Tempting, 


the Romans of Sinning, nor the Pope of 
_ Pardoning ; the more the Devil Tempts, 


the 
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the more the Romans Sin, the more the Pope 
Pardons; ſo the Devil adds Temptation to 
Temptation, the Romans Sin to Sin, and the 
Pope Pardon to Pardon: And yet the Devil 
never gives over till Death, nor the Romans 
in Sinning, but then comes in the Pope, by 


a plenary Indulgence, a Scapular, or a St: 


Francs's Cord, and whips the Roman Souls 
out of the Devil's Hands, and ſends them 
directly to Heaven. | 

This is the State of our Spiritual Warfare, 
where the Oppoſites being Immortal, and 
the Ammunition Imaginary, the Conteſt is 
Perpetual, in which every one gets but the 
Devil: For the Romans get Pleaſant Sins, 
and the Pope gets their Money for his Par- 
dons; but for your Wars of this World, I. 
leave an Account of them to my worthy 
good Brethren, who have been more Con- 
verſant about them. | 

Here the Roman Crows cloſing his Dif- 
courſe, my little Louis Dor thus began, 
Sir, I think my felf the propereſt piece of 
Gold of this Company, to ſatisfy your Cu- 
rioſity in your Enquiries of this Nature, be- 
cauſe I having belong'd to the Grand Mo- 
narch, know more Secrets of this kind, than 
the Cabinet Council it ſelf, or all the Gene- 
rals of the Armies of France. For I may 
aſſure you, that all the ſucceſsful Campaigns 
that Lewis has formerly had, tho? he Chal- 
lenge the Glory, we had the principal ſhare 


in acquiring them. TI confets, that we are 
| not 
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t the only Inſtruments of obtaining a 
Victory, it muſt be indeed allow'd that he 
has other Troops appear in the Action, but 
we that work Inviſibly, are the main En- 
L e the work Effectually. The 
Troops of the Houſhold flatter'd formerly 
with the Name of the Iavinciblè (tho? ſince 
Heaten into a ſenſe of the Adulation ) have 
but the Pompous Title, whilſt it is only we 
who have the true Poſt of Honour, and are ne 
indeed the true Troops of the Houſhold, IN 
and deſerve the Name, if not of the Ixvin- 
ible, at leaſt of the Irreſeſtible; for we make 
the firſt, and the moſt effectual Attack. We 
bear the King's Image, and carry with us a 
greater Awe, and ſtrike a deeper Terror, I Fi 
than thoſe who only wear his Liveries. We 
have always Conquer'd, nay, whole Armies of 
have laid don their Arms at our Approach, | 
No Fort, no Ramparts, no Bulwarks or of 
Walls, but fall down like thoſe of Jericho, | 
when we go in Proceſſion about them, and th 
at laſt paſs Triumphant in without a Breach, pt 
When we ſpring the Mine, the Fortreſs is 
no longer Tenible. tl 
I muſt ingenuouſly Confeſs, that we have B 
not been ſo Succeſsful in the open Field, as P. 
in Sieges and Blockades; and yet I may W 
venture to Aﬀert, that we have done 0 
F 
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very conſiderable Services, either in by- 
aſſing the oppoſite General, retarding his 
Marches, or putting a ſtop to the Purſuit, 


when Victory Was theirs, and ours _ 
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fly; From all which, our Titles to Valour 
and Conduct can by no means be diſputed, 
two Qualities of ſo great value in a Gene- 
ral; nay, we may likewiſe pretend to the 
Honourable A pellation of generous Ene- 
mies, ſince We never ſhed any Blood in the 
Field, nor take any City or Fortreſs by 
Storm. | 23 
Firſt we appear before it, and let the E- 
nemy take a view of our Strength and our 
Numbers, then we ſummon them to Sur- 
render, which if they refuſe, the Politick 
King draws freſh Troops out of his Garri- 
ſons, (that is, out of his Coffers) and this 
never fails to make the moſt Impregnable 
Fortifications fall into his Hands. 
Thus Lewis le Grand has poſſeſs'd himſelf 
of ſo many conſiderable Towns and Cities 
in ſo little a ſpace of time in the Franche- 
Conte, Flanders, and the reſt of the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, and at one fatal juncture, 
throughout all Holland, tho' an Accident 
prevented keeping them. And yet the 
Dutch Fear and Reverence him more for 
their own ſakes than his, becauſe every 
Branch of their Trade with France, proves 
Profitable to them: Our Attacks have al- 
ways prov'd very ſucceſsful in the Empire, 
where Cities and whole Countries have 
become our Vaſſals, without aſpiring to the 
Honour of ſtriking one Blow to yield with 
the better Grace. 
L have been in ſeveral, nay many Confe- 
K K rences 
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.rences, and affiſted at divers Councils bf 


War, while I was in the Poſſeſſion of the 


— 


Intendants; the Secretaries of State, and the 
Commiſſaries of the Armies, and I can at. 
ſure you on the Word of a Lowzs d'Or of 
Honour, that there has never been any one 

Thing of Moment enterpriz'd above theſe 


Forty Years, the Execution of which has 
not been entruſted to our Care and Adreſs. 
When any of our Generals have demand- 
ed any Number of Thouſands of Horſe or 
of Foot, for the attempting any Action, the 
King (who loves to act the ſureſt part)wou'd 
then propoſe a like Number of Louis d'Ors, 
being ſufficiently convinc'd that this was 
the moſt certain way to accompliſh his vaſt 


Deſigns; and in this his Opinion, he till 


was ſeconded by his Cabinet Council, who 
always thought it better to Buy the Town, 
than hazard Attack. 1 

To give you an Inſtance, when the great 
Conde, or Turene, and a few more of that 
Character, (who, good Men knew no other 


Uſe of Gold, than to pay their Troops) 


would demand 20000Foot,and iocooHorle; 
the King and his Wiſe Council wou'd add a 
alike Number of Louis a Ors, as well know- 


ing that one Man might be as as good as 
another, but that no Man was ſo good as 


a Louis POr, fo that on any demand of 
Men by theſe fighting Generals, the Coun- 
cil of the King conſulted how many of us 
were fit to be employ d in ſuch an Expedi- 
5 tion 
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tion; if one Sum prove too little, Additions 
were made, and Succeſs always attended. 
Then did the Army take the Field, and 
the King put himſelf at the Head of them; 
and march'd to a Victory already aſſur'd, 
who like Saul among the Prophets, would 
fay at his going away from Verſailles. I am 
going to Beſiege ſuch a Place, aud T ſhall sate 
it ſuch a Days and this has been obſerv'd 
never to fail in the Event. Bat to do our 
felves Juſtice, I muſt declare, that neither 
his own nor his General's Conduct, not yet 
the Bravery of his Troops cou'd aſſure them 
ſuch ſignal Honour, of Subduing ſo many 
Wealthy Towns and Provinces, but only 
we Who carry with us where ever we go, 
ſuch an Intrinſick Value, and ſo Irrefiſtible 
enen e | 
But this does by no means hinder all the 
Appearance of a formal Siege, tho? we have 
ſecur'd the Surrender, yer they draw Lines 
of Circumvallation, Contravalation, raiſe 


Batteries, and play their Great Guns; but 


this is only for the Honour of his Arms, and 
(0 fteal a Glory of Martial Proweſs for the 
Monarch: But the ſpringing the Golden 
Mine, produces the Flags of Capitulation, 
then is the King extoll'd by all, as a Man 
of wonderful Valour, and ſo enters the Place 

new taken in Triumph. | 
Thus the Great Lewis makes War his 
Diverſion, entertaining the Ladies either in 
the Camp, or in the fine Fields of Douille, 
| Kk 2 . 
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the Danger and the Succeſs. is always, the 


ſame. For what I have ſaid, I leave it to 


you to judge, whether Lewis does not in the 
niceſt, point de ſerve the Sir- name of Great. 
Near my little Lais d Or, lay a Spaniſh 
Piſtole, who, at this, broke his Silence. Yo 
diſcover a piece of a Gallic Aſſurance (ſai 
he) in aſſuming all the Honour of theſe A. 
ctions to your ſelf, tho? too many of us 
Spaniſh Piel, have had too large a ſhare 
in the matter, I confeſs indeed, that we 
ought to be aſham'd, and not value our 
felves on this Merit of Unſtability to ag- 
grandize your Monarch and leſſen our own, 
When by paying the Price of thoſe very 
Towns which they have wreſted out of our 
Hands. flo Yi 
The Louis Or, with a ſeeming Modeſty, 
and Deference, thus aniwer'd, And what 
you ſay Sir, is true, nor did I deſign to do 


do you any Injuſtice, but ſtill -what was 


done by both our means, , muſt redound to 


the Honour of my King, who knows ſo 
perfectly well his own Intereſt and Advan- 


tage, as to oblige his very Enemies to Con- 
tribute to his Greatneſs. 


Truly, interrupted the Gaizea, this is an 


Honour ſo peculiar to the French, that it bas 
not been nam'd among us yet in this Iſland, 
for to Bribe and Subborn, to deal with 
Traytors, and Traffick for 'Towns like Joc- 
keys for Horles, is fit only for the moſt 
Baſe, or the molt Abject of Men; ang ory 

| theſe 
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theſe then the Steps by which Lewis had 
mounted ſo high as to threaten all Europe 
with the Terror of his Name ? The Event 
may have fince convinc'd him, that Vi- 
Goty is not always the Reward of Trea- 
chery. _ be 
"YI Y Louis d'Or, who exreaed no 
ſuch Anſwer, ſeem'd in ſome Confuſion, 
but being us'd to the French-A ir, he ſoon 
put on a little Aſſurance, and faid, I do pro- 
ſeſs that there is no difference in Conqueſt, . 
whether it comes by Gold or by Iron: Whe- 
ther by numerous Armies or prodigious 
Sums of Money ; for let Victory be bought 
with Gola or with Blood, it is certainly ſtill 
Victory. 

But pray Sir, aſſum'd the Guinea, is this 
the way that Cæſar, Scipio, and Alexander 
made War, they diſdaining that Victory that 
was not the purchaſe of Blood: They al- 
ways wou'd ſay that they were Generals, 
not Merchants. Theſe were Men famous 
in War, and in great and miglity Con- 
queſts the Patterns of Heroes, and the Ad- 
miration of all; and their Method ſeem ex- 
tremely different from theſe you advance. 

I look on them (reply*d the Lewis Ur) 
as great Men of their Times, when the True 
and Modern way of making War was un- 
known; they ſcarce knew their own Origi- 
nal, much leſs the Wonderful Influence that 
Gold has on the Minds of Mankind ; that 
mighty Bait was reſerv'd in ſtore for the 
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Diſcovery of the preſent Polite Age, and 
dur Lewis the Great has ſo throughly ſtudy'd 
Men, that he perſectly knows their weak 
ſides, and never fails to attack them in that 
| 1 Thus inſtead of ſhedding whole De- 
uges of Blood, he ſpreads his Conqueſts a 
more gentle and Humane way, . by Delu- 
ges of Gold; theſe are Conqueſts worth 
the moſt Chriſtian Ring. And yet 1 wad 
wonder that Alexander ſhould fo far forget 
his Father's Wiſe Maxims, by which he 
® Conquer'd all Greece, and ſmooth'd his 
way to the Perſian Monarchy. Nor was it 
much wonder that he quitted theſe Max- 
ims in the difference of Antagoniſts, The 
Brave one is to be Corrupted, the Coward 
to be Beaten, Poor Men of Valour will ſub- 
mit to Gold, and Rich Cewards to the 
Sword. Thus Cold Conquer'd Greece, 
and Iron all Aſia. os. PEE: tabs 
Why, ſaid I, my little Louis d'Or, tho 
art not fatisfy'd with taking Towns, and 
gaining Victories, but puts in as a Pane- 
gyriſt tor a Place among the Flatterers that 
ſurround thy Maſter's Throne. . 
Why truly Sir, (reply*d the Piece) I am 
not aiham?'d of the Character of an Orator, 
and you Men ſeem to allow it to Gold, 
When ſpeaking of a more than commonly 
Eloquent Man, you ſay he has a Golden 
Tongue; the Metaphor is juſt, for 'tis taken 
from the greater Excellence, for our Elo- 
quence does far ſurpaſs yours. There is no 
1 FEET 4.54 8 4142 * 42 18 Cauſe 


5 ym 


359 pt ee 9 AMP, aa =” 9 ld a - 


Wo 


« > = © 


the TRADE of the Came, 295 
Cauſe ſo Bad, that does not become Good 
in our Hands; and no Cauſe fo Good, but 
© | when we are againſt it ſhall appear Bad. 
at F It is our Tallent to Conquer; and even 
& | Time, that grave Deſtroyer of all things, 
.2 F has no Dominion over us; for a Louis Or 
u- that has been rambling throughout the 
d World, ere ſince the time of Lewiz XIII. is 
, as capable of Undertaking any conſiderable 
et Action, as any one that received the Stamp 
he but Yeſterday, fo little does ſhe impair our 
Is F Virtue and Force. Thou art, my little Piece, 
t a moſt profound Caſuiſt, ſaid I. No, that Ta- 
* lent we leave to your Men(reply*d he ſmart- 


he 20 for Words are your Province, but A- 
a5 ions is ours, and I might therefore fitly 
4 apply the Words of Ajax and Ulyſſes to my 
4 7 | | 

all | ſe] | 

3 Quantum ego Marte ferce 

3 Inque Acie valeo, tantum valet iſte loquendo. 

| As much as I in Martial Deeds prevail, 

1 So much does he ja a fine varniſh'd Tale, 


I wonder that the World ſhould ſo much 
m Reproach Lewis le Grand (who fo well 
„knew his 6wn Intereſt) for making uſe of 
, chat Metal which commands the World, 
and is it ſelf the Bulwark of Kingdoms; and . 
che darling Object of all Mens Deſires; 
"| this Metal he has at his Command, and 
* | with this he compaſſes his vaſt and Noble 
0 1 Deſigns, 
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Deſigns, and which when that fails, muſt 
alſo fail. I will add but one Word more 
on him, and that is, that he ſeems by Fate 
deſign'd to command the whole World, 


ſince by his Policy he has already got Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the New, which furniſhes him 
with Geld to make War in the Old; Nay, 
his whole Reign till this preſent, has been 
an Age of Gold. | 

But faid the Italian Crown, the Golden 
Age was ſucceeded by the Silver Age, and 
that by the Brazen and Iron Ages; and 
then Lewis has out- liv'd the Three for- 
mer, and has now no more Gold to diſpoſe 
on his ſeveral Occaſions about this part of 


the World as he was wont. So that whilſt 


his Soldiers have nothing but Ruſt, he him- 
ſelf muſt ſubmit to the Conqueſt of the I- 
ron of his Enemies. Witneſs his Unſuc- 
ceſsful Campaigns, and whilſt his Foes are 
making vigorous Preparations for War he 
is fain to ſend his Plenipotentiaries to ſue 
ie ˖⸗‚ 1 

Lou give we the Spleen (ſaid the little 
Louis d Urs) to hear you ſpeak thus without 
Reflection, I confeſs that we are now in the 
Enemies hands, but then as I told you, we 
are Invulnerable and immortal, whilſt a 
General or other Officer taken, muſt be a 
Pri ſoner till Ranſom'd, or we are at liber- 
ty, and may paſs back again into our Old 
Maſters Hands; and when that comes to 
paſs, you may be ſure we ſhall again gain 
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him this wonted | Succeſs ; and retrieve all 
thoſe Loſſes which now appear in conſider- 
able. But ſince the Golden Age is now no 
more (ſaid the Guinea) and the Iron Age 
bears all the ſway, why does not he 
make uſe of this Metal to perpetuate the 
Conqueſts that his Gold had obtained there, 
and make at leaſt a Vertue of Neceſſity, 
and at laſt draw the Sword when his Purſe 
will no longer anſwer. his Demands ? Our 
Generals would thiak the Hiſtory -of their 
Actions would make but a dark Figure, if 


any of them were owing to ſo Mercenary a 


Metal; but take the Field after we are ſent 
away with the Baggage, admitting with a 
grievous Diſdain of all other Help but their 
Swords, whilſt on the contrary, your King 
is coming to his Army when his Golden 
Bridge has ſecur'd his Paſſage. 

That (ſaid the Louis d'Ors) was always 
thought the ſureſt, and moſt ſubtil Art of 
making War; Philip the Father of the great 
Alaxander, and Pattern of my Maſter, as I 
have obſerv?d, us'd to ſay that there was no 
Fortreſs impregnable, if there was a way for 
an Aſs loaden with Gold to get Entrance. 
Private Men as well as Monarchs, make uſe 
of the moſt probable means of Succels, and 
both have found Gold to be the ſureſt means. 

I agree with you (ſaid the Gaines) that 
no Prince ever had a greater Regard to his 


own Intereſt; for to advance that he has 


never {crupPd to ſacriſice all things that were 
333 DEE, Sacred. 
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Sacred or Dear to Man; but to eſteem this 


2 


an Honourable Cauſe is what I can never 


ſubſeribe to. * 

It is as Humour's in Faſhion (reply*d the 
Louis g Or) every one has his own Fancy 
and Notion. And as France is the Foun- 
tain of Faſbions, and Cookery, fo I think 


ber Right has not been diſputed in ſetting 
the Standard of both with the well-bred fine 


Gentlemen; the ſame will hold of what is 
Honourable and Diſhonourable, at leaſt 


by the Practice of the Beau Mond. 
Here are no Honours ſo diftinguiſt'd as 


thoſe we ha ve practiſed; and if the Honours 


of Lewis le Grand are now in Decay, it is be- 


cauſe we have left his Dominions. . 
That is to ſay, aſſum'd the Guinea, that 
he has no Honour left, in the favour of 
your Monarch, I preſume to deny, and at- 
firm that he has now as much Honour as e- 
ver he was Maſter o. | 
Be not ſo hard, ſaid the Louis Or, on 
our great King, who has ever paid dear e- 
- nough for his Purchaſe. But I muſt again 
tay that nothing is more glorious than to ſee 
him take Towns, and over-run Countries, 
With little more force than what he defir'd 
. from his Louis POrs.' You know that Phi- 


lip the 24. Boaſted, that he commanded the 


World, and made his Enemies tremble 
without going out of his Cloſer, This may 
properly be ſaid of Lewis le Grand, ſince 


without 
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without ftirrings from Verſailes, he has ac 
compliſh'd theſe, Warlike Deſigns, which 
have frighten*d all Europe; and f call it glo- 
rious to gain Battles and Towns with an 
Inſtrument ſo mean. For the weaker the 
Means, the naore Honourable the Exploit. 
But fince we ha ve entred ſo far into this 
Argument, let us examine which Conduct 
is moſt agree able to Reaſon. Your Generals 
you ſay, knou / no way to Conqueſt but by the 
Sword; and where is then the Wonder, that 
at the Head of Brave and Vigorous Troops 
Victory ſhould attend them. No Man ever 
doubred the Valour of Gaſtavus Adolphus , 
who accompliſh'd ſo many Glorious Acti- 
ons, and great Things by meer force of his 
Army, The Kings of the North know no 
other way, nor have it in their Power to 
try any other. While we call this a Gigan- 
tick way of making War. | 
But the Victories of Lewis le Grand are {0 
Anigma, which the beſt Hiſtorians, or Po- 
leticians are not capable of explaining. - The 
terrible Effects of his Power are &ery Day 
felt, but the Fountain from whence. they 
ſpring, has been always a Secret, You 
daily hear of Forts, Towns and Cities 
Subdu'd, but could never difcover the 
Hand that did the Work. This is truly 
more than Humane Wit. . 

But I will let you know how he became 
Maſter of Strasbourg, the Capital of all 4“. 
ſace, à Place which other Princcs would 
W498; 5) F 14) "It : have 


tile Tub of the Cant. 
Haide reckowd worthy 4 Campaign, which 
pet we took without the 1ot;3 of one Man's 
Life, or ſo much as a Wound, but a world 
9 good Louis d Ort were buryd in the 
een 
The! King difpatches 20a. y His faithful 
Lowvozs, and only our Servant. he finds the 
Chief Burger -maſter's Coach ready to re. 
ceive him without the Gates, whilſt he is 
carry'd to the Burger-maſter*; Honſe ; he 
ſends his Man out under preterice of buying 
up Horfes : The Burger-maiters Family 
being got out of the way, he Aſſembled the 
reſt of the Magiſtrates, and in the Midſt of 
them, Mr, Lovois opens the Cafe, pro- 
duces alſo very large Promiſes, extolling the 
Treat Rewards his Maſter was preparin 
2 them, in conſideration of the Affair they 
then met abour, and as an Earneſt of it pre- 
ſented each of them with a Thouſand Louis 
Urs, adding that his Maſter was not Rich 
enongh to requite ſo great 2 piece of Ser- 
vice. to the dl 5 of the Merit, but aſſur'd 
them they had engag'd with a Prince who 
would always be liberal of his Favours to 
them, and Honour them with his Eſteem, 
as his beſt Friends and Allies. 1% 
At the Second Conference It was agreed, 
that the Firſt or Chief Burger-maſter ſhou'd 


have a Preſent of Four hundred Thouſand 
Louis d'Or,; and every other Magiltrate of 
the Cabal ſhould have Three Hundred 
Thouſand; on the Payment of 3 

cys 
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keys of the. City ſhquld be deliver'd into 


a Relation o f that Fact from a Piece that 
was; ſerv; on that very Expedition. 

The Marq iis 4˙ Lowvor, whoſe 
Head was al ways at work, and N 
had met with ſuch Succeſs ſo lately.” y 
in the Affair Cf Strasburg; let the Duke of 
Mantua know ithat if he would fell Ca 
to his Maſter, he would pay him down two 
Millions of Lirers for i t; a mighty thing 
in the Pocket of ſo Poor a Prince as Mantua: 
Therefore in his Anſwer, he acquainted him 
that the Propoſal was 1 not diſagreeable to 
him. The Fatigue that: Lavois had lately, 
and alſo in his Journey to and from Stras- 
bourgh, had diſabled hii n from undertaking 
that Journey; he theref ore adviſed the King 
to make) uſe of Mr. Colbert; who having 
received his laſt Inſtrut tions, ſet out with 
all Dilligence for Caſall; who, as ſoon as he 
arriv'd had a Private Ce »nference with the 
Duke, Then by Misfor tune, drawing out 
ſome Papers from his Poc | ket, he dropt one 


of his Memoirs, in whici l he had Inſtructi- 


ons 


| 


. FP « 
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n rw as far as Four Millions, leavin 
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This Paper, one of the Duke's Pages find- 


ing, brought to his Maſter. But Mr. Colbert, 


coming among others the nezxt day to his Le. 


ves, the ſame Page with" a hundance of Ad- 
are, convey'd it again into his Pocket with- 


out being perceived. The Duke ſceming-to 


know nothing of his Inſtructions, told him 
that he could not part with a Place of thatIm- 
ortance for leſs than Four Milſlions. Mr. Co- 
rt was ſurprized to find the Duke in a 


Mind different from what he ſe emed the laſt 


leave his Court re infects, he would venture; 


on his own'hazard; to exceed his Commits: 
fion fome Hundred NThouſand of Levers. It 


was ue laſt agreed, That the Duke ſhould 
have his Advance of . 500000 Lrvers; and a 


Yearly Penſion of 200000. This Poor 


Prince being thus ci tught, he Sign'd the 
Contract of Sale, an d Mr. Colbert return'd 


to Court in leſs than ſix Weeks. This was 


the Prelude to that PI inceꝰs Miſer. 


Ia this manner, ſai d the Louis q Or, does 
our great Monarch a :complifh his Deſigns, | 


Night, but diſſembling his Inſtructions, told 
him, Thar he could not exceed What had 
been before proffer*d; but yet rather than 


other 12s Affairs to his ovvn rh nin. 


and yet you will not allow his Conduct Ho- 


when we Purchaſe vyith our Money. 


* 1 do oy WP the Gainta, that that 
very 


\ 
\ 


| 


| . 


nourable and Juft, th you cannot deny that 
there is nothing mo re Lawfully got, than 


| 
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Very Maxim will not generaly hold good, as rech- 


ing no farther than the Bargains of private Men. 
But in Matters of State, a Man of Honour would 
Bluſh at it, and rather expoſe his Life in Honoura- 
ble Conqueſt, than ſteal a Town, a Province by a 
Bribe to a Prince, who has no Right to ſel] it. - 

Tho? I think your Aſſertion, ſaid the Louis d'Or, 
will not hold good, yet to paſk over that Sobject, 
I will proceed to the Relation of another Action, 
which no leſs tends to the rendring his Name Im? 
mortal, and that is, the Conqueſt of his own Sub- 
jects; and thoſe of Millions of Souls which he has 
Converted to the Catbolick Faith, in which we alſo 
have acted no inconſiderable Par: 

Then | find, ſaid I, that thou art a Miſfionary, 
as well as a Soldier, and Stateſman .' Pray, let me 
then hear what Succeſs you have had in this Apo- 
ſtolical Function. 

Is it poſſible, ſaid he, that you can be Ignorant 
of _ which all the World knows Ae 0 
well 

I know very well, Interrupted the Guinea, — 
could not be ſilent on this occaſion) that Lewis 
XIV. has routed the Proteſtants out of France, and 
that Dragoons were the villanous Inſtruments of 
that Work, effected by Fire and Sword. By 
which the Dragoon made more Converts in one 
Week, than their Biſhops and Prelates could do 
all their Lives. But I muſt own that I am quite 
Ignorant of what part you cou'd have in that 
Weighty Affair. | 

I expected no leſs, ſaid the Louis 407, 1 ſee 
you are prepoſſeſs'd with that Falſe Notion, as 
well as others, of attributing all his Succeſs to the 
Fury of his Arms; when we alone deſerve all the 
Praiſe. In this I already open*d your Eyes as to his 
Secular Conqueits, now I am to aſſure you, that 
thoſe likewiſe which are Spiritual derive all their 
Glory trom us. | | Was 
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perform'd, nor the Icaft 
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ws Lin your place; ſaid the Guinea, 1 ſhould 
- Eaſily ſurrender my ſhare to the Dyageont, who ſeem 
fitter Inſtruments of a work of this Nature than 


you 


= Why, faid the Louis , in a kind of heat, is 


the Converſion of Two Millions of Souls to be 
aſt' over in ſilence? Which can't be equal'd in 
Hiſtory, even ſince the Days of the Apoſtles; nay, 
I may ſay, that this exceeds all they did. If they 
Converted many Nations, it was by ſtrange and 
wonderful Miracles, Preaching , and the Holy 
Spirit; but here was not ſo much as one Miracle 
pretence of having the 


Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And ſince theſe ſtrange 


- things are brovght about by our means, why ſhould 


we refuſe the Glory we deſerve. 


But we in England, faid the Guinea, being quite 


Ignorant of theſe Things, I hope you will pardon 
our Doubts. And I think that Corruption is a 
teſs excuſe for defending an Opinion than Fame. 


- AThe Diſpute is not of that, ſaid the Louis 4 Or, 
whether it be more or leſs Culpable, but let it be 
| taken as it will, it makes our Enquiry of equal 


extent; and ſince Men's Conſciences are not proof 
againſt our Power, it plainly follows that nothing 


the Diſpute, you are the Darlings of the Age, 
your Empire is over all, and you are the Arbitra- 


a In effect. Gentle in 840, to put an end to | | 


tors of War, Peace; hut to the Shame of thoſe | 


who advanced you to that Power be it ſpoken. It 
is the Scandal of Zewis le Grand, to have made fo 


Brutal an Uſe of yon; as well as of the Popiſh _, 


Church, to commit ſo many Sacriledges by your 


means, And a Reproach to Mankind to proſtitute 
+himfelf to your Charms. | 

Let ſince there can be no Intelligence like what 
you can give, 1 ſhall takecare often to Conſult my 


GOLDEN 5SPY. FINIS. 
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